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The pamiui cimglmslances  surrounding
the death of ‘a Jagd, Robert Henry Gough,
i the Adchide I¥ospital on April 25, and
"ﬁ:’hl(‘.h were -e:an-.imd into by the City
Coroner on %{nr;d;y and Tuesday, led Dr.
Ramzay bTﬂlt!l; lo speak ab some length
on the Iﬁml:'l.ﬂ‘txilil?ic& of hospatal authori-
ties 1n celatior) to patients admitted to
euch institutiongs.  He recorded a verdict
of death from | peritopitis, following on in-
Juries geeiden gally  received  through the
breaking of :¢ machine belt at Messrs.
Duncan & Iy mser’s factory, where the lad
' had been em ployed, but remarked that his
duty on th(} present occasion was wider
than the me e finding of the verdict. In
the first ins dance he bhad to deal with the
caus¢ of d path. The boy, it appeared,
was assistl g at the machinery in the fac-
tory refernupd to, when the belt became dis-
integrated ' to some  extent, and a small
picce of Jeather flew off, together with
one of thye metal rivets.,  There was no
evidence ‘%o show thal the machinery was

uot propiicly protected. It was no part
of the disceased’s duty to sec to the pro-
Cteclion, mnd there was nothing irregular

in whats the deceased or his immediata

the time

superior:  was  doing  at !
to  ecalpse accident, which was
entirelyi witaoui  explanation. L'he

boy ev idently was ipjured, and Dr. Mé
Aree, “sho happened w be on the pre-
mises, after examination, adwvised that he
be rerpoved to the Adelaide Hospital at
once..!| He could nmot say what was 1.
McA: pee’s opinion of the accident, but the
hoy vasx takem promptly to the hospital,
and s seen by one of the resident
medi pal  officers, Dr. Hilda  Josephine
Flot' ey, whose duty it was to attend 0
and examine and deal with patients ar-
riving at the consulting-room.  Dr.
Flo ey heard the history of the injury,
ait fmded to the boy, coveluded that the
I gary was pot serous, and advased that
the be taken home, Here he was
sc e by Dr. Wigg, examined, and treated.

‘A Serious Case.

Tfwo daye afterwards he was again seed
by Dr. ’%’ and also by Dr. Borth-
wwick, whﬂ%ld been summoned when
the lad’s parents could not call Dr. Wige
vover the telephone. n were agreed
that the boy ghould be sent at once to
the hospital. The seriousness of his con
dition at that date was sliown by tae
fact that he was taken from the wait-
ing-room atraight to the opemhllﬁ—t.ahle,
where an operation was performed, and
it was then found that the abdominad
wall had been perforated, and that there
a metad or rivet, that had
c off
was projecti
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cach end, and

was another hole, Ehrohah!y the hole
entrance. 1L was then anown Lthab
injury had beﬁanM*by suppu-
@ 10
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“of an inch, and the metal

e

the belt, inside the bowel This

mixsile  was no

used showed the differcnce between hm
and the responsible surgeon who examined
the boy. hat word was ience.™
It needed some experience to be able to
find venta in clothing even as [nige as
those shown in the clothes in coure, Dr,
Florey said that the man who came wath
the boy to the hospital remacked that it
was a funny thing the clothes were not
damaged. Sven supposing the men had
#1id that--and he was not casting any re-
flection on Dr. Florev's evidence—~ths re-
mark should have had no effect on an ex-
perienced person’s mind when making a
personal examination of the clothingz.

Other Methods of Diugnosis.

He examined Dr. Florey at some length
a8 to the details of her observations, her

treatment, her diagnosis, and  her
knowledge of such woupds, Fle did not
thiok that ahyone with experience in in-

juries would be pabisfied with the general

a wound m the abdominal wall, as the one
deseribed  withonut showinz some con-

tnsion.  Amain, Dr, Todd saw the me
thod of making sure of the dJdingnosis
wonld be very apt to produce the harm,
and, bring on  the very condition that a
medical man would
He referred to the probing of the wound,
which might carry in"parts of the cloth-
iz, and gmve 1mse to blood poisoning.
Dr. Florey used a sterilised probe. An
experienced  officer would have used fur-
ther and other methods of dincnosis, or
kept the boy under constant ohservation,
‘with hourly examinations for a certain
‘period.  Anyone who had had a large
experience . In. . probing, wonnds, even
where such probing was neocessary and
justifiable, wounld have known the difficnl-
tipa of finding the track of a foreign
body through ¢he fascia in ¢he human

body, especially in places where the e |

lations of parts were 'different when
| different muscles were in action or at rest.

A Record of Inexperience.

He mizat go over the whole of Dr.
Florey's evidence without coming to any
other conclusion than that it amounted
to a record of inexperience. He wished
o say no word that would imply ecensure
on Dr. Florey's action in this case, and he
boped she would have no lasting rexret
that she was the cauze of this boy's death.
Her exsmination as detailed by her
showed a great amouni{ of conscientious-
ness—he thought beyond what one ex-
pected to find in a praclitioner of her
age and experience—and in the difficult
and painfol task of mving evidence
the inqoest © she  comported
admirably. Her evidence was given
without reservation, with perhaps the

alightest sugzestion of apology or expla-
'ul::ficm for what she feared mignt have
heen some  derelichion of duty. Bat

on the whole, éven m the matler of
her du;tl)*, as laid down by the rules of the
‘hespital, herg was the experierce of one
who had not mastered the rnles and admin-
1stration of an institotion. That was
what it wnpounted to.  Therefore, one
must enquire how it could come about that
an_ officer with the best intentions, but
 without cxperience, conld be entrusted
\with grave jssues of life and death in a
public inslitotion like the Adelaide Hos. !
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Functions of a Hosmfal |
What were the Junctions of a hos-
pital? A recent medical writer, when

dealing with the subject of medieal in-
';&mtinn of schools, and. the attendance of
children at public hospitals, said:—“It, is
generally  thought +that hospitals exist
Csololy for the relief of the m r, but
this term has become a mere phrase, on
which a' hospital depends for its l_};purll
to the charity of its supporters. 1f the
bare truth is to be the great hospi-
tats, both in London aml in the provinces
with their medical schools, exisl partly

for the treatment of accidents and emer- responible '

- go tly for the relief of the had sssumed the responsibility of
' ®ick poor, parlly for the relief of the with a case that d adl
5 e e b et b B
Vthe | ment of medical  edueation,”
' ' And that was

» | bad affiliated

and partly

who are not for

true of every

in any -
1f - th 5, tal
A hfﬂlma “Hospi
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. post out of pure Jove for the sk pooe
He had never yet scen any application
'an_honorary position in & bospital t
‘of the applicant’s charitable 08 or
‘philanthropic f T W
a fraction of a

idea that a macBine-belt conld make such | sion and iniliate them into what

he anxions to avoid. |!
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at |
nereclf ' would be obvious that this. was reall

taeiaﬂc&i htn 13{::1:11‘;*‘ A8 o0 .
t Wo ¢ lound in testimonials
plicants. By Mt?: '
pital had Ent.imlz changed. The &
'-';-l‘k:iﬂiﬂ a.ihthgz Umveﬂt:ﬁty had been sty |
and 1n Al year thers wias an honorarsy
ntnff_ of neacly 20 all told. Four rﬁg
medical officers were appointed, as in
similar hospitals. These were
from the medical schoal to gain
perience.  The hospital
msed as a school for
as a place where the ho
' and surgeons ¢ obsén
periments (he used the word 'm
yectionnble sense) to gnin an
i:!:i'_' work t-ha.td Fthi::nld
other. way, and a Same time tench
the students the elements of their
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Patients Should be Considered.

' There  was another side of the quesiion,
apart from the question of medical edoca-
tion. Patients who went to a pubhe hos-
pital and accepted charity had also to be
considered. ¥ ing there they gave
op certain rightes that they would hawve if
they were attended by théar pwn doctor at

home. They sacnificed a certain amount
of privacy, and had {o submit 10

examinations which they would not be sub-
jected to at home under the care of a
physician in private practice, They had
no choice inthtthe doctor who was
to attend m; they could see
their relatives only at such' bowrs, and un-
der such conditions as were allowed by the
rules governing the institotion. In order
to safeguard patients in the Adelaide Hos-
pital, ruleg were revised -‘ﬂ
strincent provisions made regarding tho
attendance of honorary surgeons and
physicians on cases; regarding consults-
tions and operations—who was to operate
when operations were 0 be done, and
what operations were to be performed.
And all this only after consultation of the
hospital staff, and alter a consensus of

opinion had been arrived at.  To guard the
patients’ from iminry by stodents,
who were there to leamm, a medical supenin.
tendent of high standing and wide expen-
ence was en as general superviser.
H1s duties were lnid down in ¢the rules. It

| pecersary in any public hospital, and
' would be even more obviots . none
considered that any patient whoe suffersd

amjury  through the neglect of the hos-

pital surgeon, physican, nurses or employe
of tha institubion Was atis
lutely withont  redress at  law.

No Redres for Pabients.

Some years ago it was shown in evi
o i g pce
the aide Hospital were domg opers:
tioms that they were forbidden to do. In
several cases they performed operations

that they had a t to, but without
righ s o

complying with the s

down in_the riles to mlemltbe t::*l
tipnt, Juries epoke very plunly on the
cubject of such on ~ of , the

transgross
rules, and the Hospital Boand—bhe wonid
not say in their wisdom, bocanse he in-
tonded to uvse a strong term—in  ther
guorance redmfted the miles in such &
way that almost any officer

straint or restraint.  He was  certain

the board had po idea what ther
doing when dealt wﬁ . this

could do al
most anything he liked without any @
that the majonty of ; s of

T whike
that the

the hospital.

H
that to medi superintendent, and
with 1t Tlqul- i: e “1 _ we the Ho
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