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AN OPEN HIGHWAY OF

EDUCATION.
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By Victor E. Kroemer.

~ Now that the University Tutorial
| Dlasses Joint Committes has been defi-
~ pitely formed the question looms pro-
- minently, What is a University Tutorial
- Class? ' NAS
. Five Years' Experience,
- After five years' experience the Wor-
vkers' Educational Association becams
. econvinced that its co-operation with uni-
. ¥ersilles must in the main depand upon
~ the establishment of & system of c¢lasses

 in indusirial and, if possible, in rural

i

districts opon to working men and wo-
men_ ahke, regulated and governed by
the students mselves, subject to the
approval of a university body composed
of direct representatives of workpeople as
- well as of members of the university.
i~ The first step in this direction was
taken at Oxford in August 1907, when
the delegates of 200 organisations, mostly
Labor, approved the appointment of seven
workpeople and seven nominees of the
university to draft a scheme. This was
" ‘done, and after 18 months the result
~of their deliberations was published in
the now famous '‘Oxford Report' The
result has been the <¢stablishment of

joint commitiees at Oxford,
 Cambridge, Birmingham, Bristol,
- Cardift, Durham, Leeds, Liver-
London, Mancheater, Notting-

)
E(a?n, and Sheflield, and of a central joint
advisory committee, consisting of repre-
sentatives of every university and univer-
_ Eity collega in land and Wales, to-
gethoe with workpeople. 3
. It was a new and welcome sight to
- Bee at Oxford a laborer, a shipwright,
& weaver, and a compositor helping to
| I_.pgoinh" universily {eachers, and having
& definite standpoint in relation thereto,
for the universities belong to the people,
and representatives of all sections of the
people should share in their government.

. Brains and Character,
The position taken up by the Workers'
| Educﬁal Association, which 15 a
federation of over 2,000 working class
and educatwonal organisations. 1s that
‘brains and character should alone qualify
for admassion to the highest educational

privileges, and that = money and
pride  of birth ought to have
nothing at all to do with

the matter. It believes that the time
now spent at school is all {oo short, that
¢hild-labor for profit during the years of
‘atlendance at school is obstructive to
development; that secondary education
. [diversified, of course) should be the
privilege jof every child; and that univer-
. mties should accessible to all who
i:  fit themselves for the highest teach-
. This is what the assogiation means

; when it talks of & broad “Highway of|

Education.'
| This yoad must not only be open to
"bovs and girls Wwlhio proceed straight
from school to college; those, too, who
- have passed d ~adolescence into in:
dustrial and commercial life, and have
kept true to inteBeotual ideals amid their
social burd¢gns, must be able to claim
their share in the best that the univer-
sities -can give. And they must claim
- iheir might to give in reiurn that which
- the universitics cannot otherwise obtain
e Dl e P Pl
and work and @ suilicient appreciation
of tho stress An:f strain of modern em-
loyment. Just as some workpeople
for a tima go into the university,

B0 nniversi mﬁaﬂ eérs should f{or a time
- paTL i'?*hﬂ tar work of the world.

L is 1 cerdainly true to-day that the
nedds to learn Jessons !from
TN o). ~eg L e i

_ ad to decide who will
Sufk m.‘-i&.tb_m.%&
Jearned and both have been inspired.

o - b b8 . a L
et Ak ~pren e, sl e
1 | = i - | B
i . .

2
el ]

o
Yo
N
- & - -
¥ A
TR T 1
@ LY d
= .

AR EE . ST

r
w ur

4
w ad W
= i i

Woeld

—

- afddisdn’ to othor deplorably lls, ~ The
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ja.t_.téiﬁpt to use naw opportunities for see-

advocate of tutorial ¢ § sees in such
classes a powerful instrument to séf mat.
tors right in and through the exaltation
of the t.’{muﬂthts and power of workpeople
and ummwersities alike, These classes aro
in one sonse outposis of. tho university;
in anothior sense they are its eyes and
ears, they are the university in  that
fullcst sense, wherover two or three ire
gathered tiogether i1n the name of Edu-

LY B ) :
w-im' ~ Mhoe Idea of a Class.
But now Jet us get to the idea of a

|

class. The ©ld notion of a teacher tell-

and believed. must go. A class is a group
of people whe muy differ fundamentally
in politics, rekigion, or theories of social

anisation, but who are anxious to get
facts, mental fraining, and a clear ex-
position of varying views. The teacher
assumes impopiiince only
gkilled in impanting knowledge and has
had special opportunities for acquilnting
himself with all the aspects of the mat-
tor under study. | Just as in his capacity
as teacher he must be able to sympathise
with all points ©f view, so must the
students not expeot him to becomp the
biased advocate of any school or system,

ople things, to be simply accepted

because he is

The spirit of the ckiss must be comrade-!
ship in the pursuit of truth and the

attempt to extend the bounds of know-
ledge. : _
%‘Lh:‘.*m are some people who beliove

that the economic doatnine of one school

or person is absoluie truth. A {eacher
who, though he passed no adverse judg-
ment, dods not press the doctrine in ques:

| tion is regarded by them as wrong in

essentials. Such peopleshave a real place
in a tutorial class if they have the spirit

of comradeship, and if they earnestly|

ot [

ing the problems under study from their
own standpoint, but steadily and in all
their breadth.

A Mnutual® Relation,

A successful teacher affirmed his ner-
vousness before meoting 30 students; he

was asked, “What right have you to be
nervous; vou are only one 3lst of the
class?™ That is true, and represents the

spirit of the tutorial classes. It 1s a

|after, As ome student said, the teacher

mutual relation, none before and none

addressed the ¢lass for one hour and the |
class addressed the teacher the semnf;‘
hour. ° )

No class should consist of more than
30 students, of whom at least 26 should
be workpeople in the strictest sense; the
remaining four might well be school-
teachers. The classes last for three years
and comprise 24 two-hour lessons each
‘winter, with 12 fortnightly essays, Each stu-
dent pledges himseli {0 attend unless 111-
ness, nnemployment, or, if he be an official,
meetings of his trade union, intervene.
No one under 18 would be admitted, but
there is no other age limit. The sub-
jects asked for have eo far been mainly
industrial history and economies, but
literature, history, natural science, philo-
sniphy, and psychology have also had a
place.

At first the essays tronble some stu-
dents, but when they realise the deacher
‘as a [riend, not a eritic, helping them
on from where they are, the trouble
passes. Some of the most capable stu-
dents are bothered by spelling, grammar,
and punctuation, but these difficultios
are soon adjusted, At a joint commit-
teoa meeting these matters were under
 discussion, but the tables were turned
when a workman member said that the
‘students of one clags complained that
ihey could not.read the tutor's writing.

o essays must all be kept becanse
they form the basis of examination for
university recognition. It is clearly not
wise to sel adults down to elaborate ox-
‘amination ra; it is much better to
‘deecide upon P
usal of their essays and by conversation
Wlt.h ﬂlﬂmi L0, cd T

" Out of these classes many fine scholars
will arise. . IT these are a-gprtmﬂ by the
class member ho will be true
to their f

eir qualifications by a per-|
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from the class to a period of study at
jthe univeratty’ itselt! - It i hoped that
ties, local education authorities,

tions of work poople __\;il
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i A question which will naturall

the minds of 'inhndinuﬁtnﬁ "'.‘j ot
itself with the cost of the classss o
these clagses are deliberately arrange

that the }mnru't_ workman shal)
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cerinin that if a teabther

student should read Py
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All Kinds of ‘Tradeés and Callingst

~ In 19078 there were two classes and |

students, and in 191213 the number haal

rigsen to 117 classes and 3158 students. ol
the 35158 students in 1 H"-;hdﬁ.'f
weérg women. If the Tsta: el
wollen '_-\'nrkurﬂ ba cons uretl, Bro.
portion is not surprising; Bt th

touch with the movemeontiar:
0 the necessity thatl w
men should share in the
the classes offer.
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LThe majority of the students AT

tive part'in the work! of & organisation | "-. Y
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Many of ihndﬁtudeuts
overiime and unemployment.

‘the ‘teachers states tﬂlt '-ha,hu .
| individual students, who began work

enthusiasm and capacity, gradvally sink
through unemployment ints a state ofl
mential despondency and distress. inl
which every thought of edn on.
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pedred before the question—* :
carn’ & living to-morrow " At the samel
time, it is wonderful how persistent the|

students have been, even when troubled

by ibese  economie conditions, .
fm:;: an educational as wﬁn Hrgﬂﬂh;

Sﬂﬂmlugmnl _point of 'Fiﬂ"ilu“,' m'tﬁl&'
mand instant and urgent en: e p Y
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One important prmﬂlﬁqldﬁfﬂﬁﬁh;hr |

the jomnt commitiee is hers,
wherever possible, should actnally teach
in the universities. This completes the |

scheme, because it ensures

sons that the teachers learn sh:
lost, but shall pass into ﬁg*

teaching of the universities; and' this
workpeople consider to be most neces-
sary. 1t ensures, too, that the teacher
shall be in touch with every new a '
in the study of his scienca, At
tamé, the spread of the classes n
1mpossible for all teachers },.
share in university work. = (1 = .
A R, )
Enjoyment of Life. ; 1
Finally, when the classes have oo
started. and the’ students "have been
gathered toiétl;eir, they have been asked
in joining the class to keep before them
not merely their own ‘pﬂmnﬂ.gdrm
ment and enjoyment of Jife. = What isic
paramount importance at this period of
educational reform is that t-hl'._-..
people of Austjalia should make a clear
and decisive demand for higher educa-
tion, and that/the demand should €ak
some such praétical form as these classes.
A praciical and considered demand of
this kind will prove to the varions autho
rities that the desia « for workpeople'
education s & real ‘one, and will leac

facilities, 's0 that tho danger of an/un:
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'educated gleclorate mw’:k s.away. -
The Wdkers' Educational = Association
asks for ighway for éﬁﬂ auoh.

I% realises th




