Aurora arrived, and bad as an objective
{ to reach the maguetic pole from the north
50 us to complete the observations taken
by Dr. Mawson during the Shuckleton ex-
dition. They actually arrived within
‘miles of the lpolg betore an insuffciency

Lmerely  gave. a  cryptic idea of

| trials from the severe weather

(the. hunger pauogs endured.  Hurley
let drop, however, a few words about
 missing the depots, and tightenings of the
waist-belts, which furnished an idea of the
trbulations they experienced, It was sub-
sequently learned that'but for Hurley’s re-
solute action in abandoning the search for
the lost depot and proceeding doodless to
the mext, the whole party would have met
with disaster. Mn:dﬁ:.n, Dr. Maclcan, and
Correll were detailed to survey ecastward
{from the main base, and traversed 50 miles
‘and made some interesting geograpldcal
discoveries. Most of the return journey
was made on sea. Tce was reported for
300 miles castward. There was no possible

lace for a ship to ] a party, as the

?mcli.ﬁs were unscalable. The '[oog gapplies
were augmented by seals aod penguins,
Most of the country traversed was terribly
crevissed. Once the pariy failed to locate
the dei:u:rt and spent two days foodless in
their sleeping bags, till the weather mode-
rated, but otherwise suffered little, except
in. [ to cracked lips. The leader,
‘Madigan, highly praised young Correll,
- whose face was tanned by the wind and ex-
posure, s0 that he presented the appear-
ance of an Eskimo. Aother sledging team,
comprising Stillwell, Hodgeman, and Close,
made traverses for seventeen miles of the
coast line and provided a detailed coast
map. Alter the serious accident at Ade-
laide to the aeroplane built by Vickers,
Maxim, & Co., it was decided to bave a
motor sledge, and the work accompbshed
by it in the spring indicated that it was|

irably adapted for a smooth surface,
but unsuitable for the conditions at the
man base. .

300 Miles on Fool.

A party, consmisting of Bickerton, Dr.
Whether, and were instructed
to proceed southward with a motor as far
as possible, and return along the west
coast. The motor, towing two ordinary
aledzes. flew up 17 deg. of slope at the
rear of the camp at the rate of nearly #
miles an hour. The engine was incapaci-
tated 13 miles out, and the party con-
tinued the joarney on foot. They covered
over 300 mules, and returned on .January
18. Subsequently the party reineved the
motor, which shd frem Frve Mile Camp
at & great pace. The total aledging at the
main base, exelnding Dr, Mawson's pariy,
was 2,100 miles, mostly in unprecedentedly
bad conditions. Have you experienced
a hoon at Hongkong, a tornado o
| the Queensland coast, and & two-gun gale
off the Horn? When you have "
' those three together and transported them
to the reirigerator, where they would be
frozen stiff and solid. then set them going
| simrltaneously, then, and only then, can
you imagine a week-long storm which the
‘Aurora now expenenced in Commonwealth
Pav. The thermometer was down <o 19

w Fahr. The waves rose high, their
edges blown into spome, covering the whole
cista with a curtain of translucent white,|
which gave place only to sea smoke—that
mystenous yagor which anly a5-!

. pears when the wind's velocity has  ex- )

sceded 60 miles an hour, and which al-
most obscured the white-capped Mackellar
Islands protecting the mouth of the boat
harbor. Perhaps it was po disadvantage
that we had already Jost all the anchors,
as it s - doubtful ~ whether  any|
ordipary cable would' bold  even
g:n little Aurora against such a strun,
Somtimes when the e es were doing

heir level best—i5 revolutions—the wake

¥ the ship was passing the bows at a
pace, and the waves and spray coming

i

'of food compelled them to retrcas, BaFu
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mander, Dr. Mertz, and

it took ux three d i -
o i 5 tons of ice off the forecastle head.
yweon had stated definitely in the
behind that he would return

Jotter he Jeft

“visible on e
a_piano, but no stove.

Sledging on January 13.

my havil 'nrﬂ#iﬂéditﬁ e

When that

bad passed without any appearanee of
the commander no porticular anxiety was
His party were very strong, the com-

' all being of splendid phywique.
was thrf only one unﬁcr 6 ft., but be pos-|
seased great muscular development, which
was the admiration of the eamp. ¢ had

been an officer in the Swiss urmhszg

a champion .ski  rnner
gorland, FO a knowledge of
work must be accounted to his
advantage, ' Dr. Mawson was acknowledged
to be a4 most capable and cautions leader,

e

having made ice travelling a study. Lieu-
tenant Ninnes stands 6 ft. 3 in., and,
though only 22 years, is a powerful man.
The party ako had the enormous advan-

tage

sledges. Dr. Mertz and Lieuntenant Ninnes
had had charge of the dogs ever since they |
were placed on the Aurora in the London
docks. Three men can caxily haunl a sledge
and load of 800 Th, over a good surface.
Faxperience has shown that three dogs are |

of 18 Greenland dogs to

Licutenant Ninnes

The Swiss

d
of 13

haunl their

equal to ong man, #o the party had an'
abundance of haunlage power.
hud over 600 miles to traverse, but at the
worst they would have dog-flesh to eab
Indeed. Dr. Mawson calculated the ration
on a basis of returning to camp with only
¢hree out of the 18 dogs.

An Anxious Time.”

We had hoped the Aurora would have
been able to proceed on Janoary 20 Lo re

ileve Wild's

True, they

party, located on the ice

barmer 1,600 miles westward of the sea
route, though only L1555 miles
' As we feared the ice barrier might
. become detached from the land our anxicty
' to rescue them before the sea froze over
be imagined. It still required a greav
| deal to inspire these men with pessimistic

tlics,

mnas

Wia

| had

w Hebrides and
to the valley of

I any man conld

as the crow

thougnts, so deep and implicit waa their
faith in their leader. Had not Mawson
J:l.stu.nd unscathed through great dangers in |
Ne also gone down almost
death when struggling
back from the Magnetic Pole during the
Shackleton expedition?
find escape from a tight corner, that man |

| communication between the

|

|

{

- with him, knowing the termble &trair
| endured. ~ They unanimously uppo

|
|

Mawson. Evensually doubt loomed |

more distinetly. Precautiona
to be andopted. Sledge parties were
sent ont searching, and the Aurora cruised
60 miles along the eastern coast. A Kite
was ilown, and detonators were fired at

frequent intervals, and the ic

narrowly scrutinised. The theory obtained
that Dr. Mawson might Tan for the coast
to rveplenish his larder of seals and pen-
uins. The ice cliffis were &0 preapitous,
owever, that he would find it impossible
to descend to the water’'s edge. The re-
turning ship was kept nine days, owing to

Yy Imeasures |

e cliffs were

a hurricane, and compelled o' do the mul-
berry bush trick round Commonwealth Bay
owing to having lost all her anchors. Gom-
munication with the shore

g1ble,

All  the members of the
were anxions Lo leave this *“hell-hole  of

=18 1mpos-

A Keen Disappointment.

ghore par.y

wind,” but courage was indicated by

them unanimously azreecing (o remain be
hind another vear to search for Dr. Maw-
son while the sghip procecded to the 1es-
cue of Wild's party. ¢ was fipally de-
cided that only six men should be left

behind. Cecil Madigan, the
tralian Rhodes schoﬁnr,

leader, his comrades being R.
bourne), A. N. H. Biﬁert-u
Hodgeman (Adelaide), McLean (Sydney),
and 8. Jefferies (wireless).
mur was raised by them, though they felt

keenly the disap

South Aus-

was  appointed’

P M i‘ i
n :ﬁ?onito:},

Not a mnur-

pointment of being kept

in their ice prison for another year. Madi-
gan had doubts whether his scholarship

L In

victuals for the crew, reiy
curing the surplus &ores o
base to feed the members tak
Circumstances

ing
at

by long

monwealth
ruary 8  Our

will be kept open another year. . No man
was more admirably fitted to be a leader.
All were physically etrong and bhardened

ﬂTm{Pging: and provided  with
plenty of food and coul from the ehip. I

A Bolt from the Blue.

me to provide only

gome of the shi

the main base for the rch
I knew if the ship was caught in

we would stand a big chance
Weo had left the man base eight bou
Jating ourselves on_the

I---

The relief party steamed out of Com-
Bay with sad bearts on Keb-
position was now more
recarions than thatof the shore party.
t is customary to victual a:plurmf =

| for two years, but ihe shoriage o f

one year's

ntgupon Be-

the man

necessitated  land-

P;ﬂ‘ stares
¢ party, 80
the ice
of starving.

| lieved, that Wild's party wonld

'the brief seasop of summer

—“Returned main
Mertz dead. He
inun '

eir comrades dead  gloon
ﬁ‘;‘r the vwcl“‘sl"‘]m e rL*-
in recalling the ship when he |
whore party were in comj wafe
endangering the lives
Wild's base, will ably be «
but Dr., Mawwon is sueh a thoneh
lender that | am confident he
vide a satisfactory exy
cumgnnces Justi

” were -l:ﬂndemnpd to nnnt:he'r =3‘a:u.l_:;'q‘{- -1
' onment in this wmdy, icy waste. There
| was nothing an the lﬂﬂtm 'ﬂf'_.'._'-*_- 3 ’
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met with disaater, but k ol oaiul
that they defluitely knew that two: ¢

L

L -='f-|';,- I
é‘f'-?’-’: Tuwne

H ""'-ii;: IJ._l"
y vl

g 'r. A l'.".‘--n
°nll ﬁﬂ BHID i1 ,'
i i o

g

ot~ Foca AL L
anadion. T ol
questioning whether he shoald j-‘lt_-::.;
the instructions were explicit, el
no discretionary power.  The
returned  to Commonwealth Bay  pes

morning, but & strong bhurricane proy :

ship. A flagged m L 1 e g
tions,” wus observed by "I;BZ
but no attempt was made to reply e
by wireless or flags. 0 FAme pven
the hurricane incrcased wilth such inten-
sity that the Aurora, anchorlem, conl
not keep her ground. o o
Back to Anstralin
Captain Davis called us or in th
messroom, and  explaingd |
regarding  Wild's base,  He ‘sai
delay was jeopardising their * live
glance at the caplain W{
responsrbility. weighed hﬂﬁﬂi

looked positively haggard
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?&Pﬂdgm@m e D, st
8 bas aving Ur. Mawsdn and
relicf party to be brought back ne
If ever blame is laid at tha
door. for dﬁcrtmg the main base ever
member will stapd shonider to shoalde
with him. True; earlier that® olur
teers were forthcoming to row the shale
hoat to the shore, but the captain refused
to allow the men to pisk their 1:% her
was little doubt, even in the minds of th
volanteers, that the boat would have
swamped ' by the tigh seas, The capldin
left us in the saloon discussing the situss
tion. In a few minntes we heard the ens
g'irnc telegraph ring ‘‘Full speed ad. "
‘e rushed on d and saw Im
p-ointed once more towards the ope
J'eIL-ﬂm]ws were levelled at the
we could discern no movement., 1h
announcing Mawson's Teturn Was §
ing on the wireless mast. There
reason to believe that the s
ture was nnobserved. We E“
dismay on discovering next.
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)anic about the decision to desert s
Mawson. The only reasen w;d: : s}-
had every reason to helieve " 'Z."‘_:;:'
Wis aver for another it -" _ 1
That might, Dr. Mmwson ANLIDPLCRE
communicate by wireless with Bhe - a5
rora, but we were 200 mues (ISWHE S
the signals were indistines ‘All that couid
be_deciphered  were 'gnm o P

wait—oable—Ninnis and Meriz=_ 6 #EH
word ‘“‘crevasse’’ repeu:tngm!ﬂl
We understood this to mmtlm
esmplying with the news CONWNERL - Ho
should cable to the ves ¢

- g——

and Mﬂﬂx: iuhng that_—ha -".; et
kiled. This 18 apother INSADECEL S
Mawron’s thooghtfulvess. . =
| At Wild's m':ﬁr* {
Anxious to rTeach Wild's Dase =
Cuptain Duvis pushed the Auroe:
wed. engines and sail, even @k S

[The closing portions of the WHOVE Ty
age had mot come 1o M sins 5 PRk
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