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S . i members of <he
Mr. Sowdén said the % ok

Yhecanse they fell it better to avoid any
| ibiliby gf mizundcratandi:g in the
ture. It bad been assumed tbat, be-

seuse the Public Library Board had made
with the area at
present at its disposal. The members feit,
;m the crcomstances, that 1t was oniv
right they should point out the exact
position of affuirs, and so absolve them-
selves from any blame in the future. lo
the course 0f years «the need for additional
and wonld be urgent. As a matter of
fact,judging by their own experience, and
by mere theory, the requirements of |
next 10 or 15 yvears would be pressang. |

be fonnd in an official statewent which bad
Deen compiled by the gencral sccretary, =
gopy of which bad been handed {0 the
Aeting Minster,  Although the new buld-
ing on the eastern wing had not yet been
handed over, they had more specimens g

pook and cormer of it and still a rela-
tively larze nmmber wouald have (o remain

L-l.inﬂisphyfrd. It would be necessary, too,
to extend the Art Gallery betore long.

s mstitutzons was constantly grow-
ing, and, so far as their finances would
allow, they werpe consiantly adding new
lattractions of an educational natare, A€
far as the University’s claim was eon-
corned, he' wished to point out that the
,.Chanmﬂor of the University, in pleading

The popuiatrit}* of the JPubhe library
Board's 1

that institwcion, 'smid that pari of the
ground available would be necessary for ex-
tensions of the Public Labrary '8 1n-
stitutions. ' There wasd no question of
clashing between bbe claams of the Um-
versity and the Library Board. 1F the
Acting Minister thought of visking the

und to inspect it hig attention mght
b drawn to o quant old chapcl theve. He
wished to express the hope thet, as there
lwere so few | rehes of that kind m the
fState, and searcely any with such |
|architectural ~ features, the  bumlding
would be  left  undegy <he control
of the Library Board. He had
4 scheme whereby they could use the

gr— e LY NIRRT Vi o " —
£ | .. aud £300,000 worth of §
| The Acting Miniiter, in reply, said the| kinds. The only alternmati
information

ine supplied 'iu_' the deputation
would” be of material assistance to the Go-
vernment in deckling what must neces-
sarily be a very difficult problem.  The

University, Public Library, and the School’

of Mines would all have to be considered
in the allocation of any land available, 1t
appeared that there would be a consrder-
able area of land vilble at the rear of the
Libr Board’s present extensive build-
ings when the barracks and Destitute Asy-
lum were moved to new quarters. it would
be available, too, without interfering with
‘the claim put forward by the University.
The fact that all the land at the dsposal
of the board would shortly be utilised, ma-
terinlly strengthened their claim for consid-
eration. He would be pleased to place the
matter before his colleagues, and he was
sure the Government would mete out even-
1- handed justice.
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Deputation to Government.

Members of the board of governors of
the Public Library, Muscum, and Ari
Gallery waited upon the Acting Minister
of ducation (Hon. J+ G. Bice) on Thurs-
day to discuss the suggested us:-;n‘::-r-rm_nmx
of the land now occupied by the Destitule
Acvium. the Military Departmendt, and the
police barracks. The deputalion Was 1o
trodueed by Mr. Ponder, M.P., and there
were- also present ‘the President of the
Board: (Mr. W. J. Seavden), Mr., W. How-
chin, Mr. R, Woolnough, the Secretary
(Mr. J. R. G, Adams), and. the Secretary
to the Minister (Mrn Lo W. S;uniulxi.

—More Space an Urgent Necesaty.— ;

Mr, Sowden explained that the deputd-
tion had approached the Minister with the
obiect of avoiding possible misunderstand-
jngs in the future, snd het therefore
taken time by the forelock. He bad no-
ticed in the press tha it had been sug-
gested that the Education Cominission
ehould make an allocation of the lands
which should be set free by the removal
of the destitute. military, and police build-
ings, and a member of that commission
had informed him that the GCovernment |
had asked it to make an allocation=he’
presumed by way of soggestion. He un-
derstood that as the Public Library Board
had not made a claim to the Governmenk
in the matier-it was assumed that it was
eatisfied with the land at its disposal. The
position which the board emphatically
took was that it assumed that npo alloca-
tion of land would be made by the Go-
vernment without reference to it, on ne-
count of the closeness of its interest In the
matter. . Apart from that aspect, howeyer,
the board felt ht to go

&
*Itrhuruung old bax for the display of
some curiositivs. Tll:gtmmplctian of the
Poblic Library block by the crection of
the main {ront was contemplated, but by
time that work was fimshed there
would be enough exhibils to f)i the en-
tire structure. The value of the exhibits
in the hands of the board wus very greal.
ly epeaking, they comtrolled between
algnmct of a milion and three hundred
tousand pounds worth of propecty of all
kinds. The ouly alternative to the exten-
mon of the present  ‘hlogk of buildings
wonld be the erection of a building at
some distance from the nt site, and
the administration of separate insticutions
would be o costly matter. Looking at the
| matter as buxiness men, they felt  tha
| they must make extensions, and there was
no other place where those extensions
could be so well 1 as at the reac of
| the present build They submitted,

| therefore, that they had more than a sen- |

claim to consideration.

point out i]Lj

gition. JIn the mnext 10 or 1o
e::“-t E?:H uirm:r:ntn of the board 1n
the matter of land wonld be pressing, Le
guggested to the Government whether 1t
would .be wiee, as a matter of policy, to
limit the Public Library, Museum, and
Art Gallery ]h}nrﬁi to ;ﬁ n:gsiang m;] :f
lnnd. Although the substaniial nEw -
of the Museum had not yet been handed
over to the R there ;:'leru n];a;ﬂ
more specimens an would sompletely
ﬂl?ewﬁ nook and cormer of that building.
With regard to the Art Gallery, if the nll;:;-
‘tures of tl{-i;;lmm;idutu ::mre_;ﬂgfhihﬂ

mPl‘l"l&'. an tens

rtnmtm would be pecessary. The board
T, PR M
for the public. ad ak = |
golf as dealing in the finished products of
art aod natural lstory. - |

—No Friction with University.—

that it was only mg
tn headquarters at onoce and

e hﬁ
Mr, owchin pointed out that he had a
three-fold intevest in the matter—as a re-
presentative of the Royal Society, as chpir-

of the og staff of the Uni
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hoaght that the claimants might’come to
G0 amicable understanding as o the
amowat of space to be | tﬁ to them.
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man of the Museum committee, and as i
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the Acting Premier and he

"The information placed before him regard
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distance
the staff in
felt that the extra of
 that alternative wonld more

than
sent the expenditure B
| extension of the present . Tt was
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Interesting to note that the ares of land
amounted to about three and three
quarter acres, compared with four
and quarter acres in  chargs
of the similar body- in Melbourne,
and about three secres in Perth. Looking

at the whole matter from a business point
of view, the board must make extensions,
and he submitted with due respect fo the
Government that it had more than senti-

mental claims for conmderafion,
—Friendly Intercourse Supgested.—

e

Mr. W. Howchin said bis ition was
romewhat anomalous, inasmuch 83 he was

interested in three distinet institutions
which were pecking extra space. He re-
nresented the Royal BSociety upon the
board of ﬁu}remnm of the Public Library,
he was Chairman of the Mupseom commit-
tec. and be was also one of Lhe teaching
slafi ut the University. He sympathi
heartily with the remarks of the Presi-
dent, and knew that in the case of the
Royal Sociely more room was urgently re-
quired. The Museum was always in a
chronic stite of want of space, and al-
though there was a handsome addition to
the old building. the new structure wonld
be quite unequal to the needs of the Mu-
seum in the near future and even at pre-|
'sent. 'The claims of the University End,
already been placed before the Govern-!
ment, and perhaps they were of paramount
importance: but ' the respective requests
were all of a friendly nature, and a little |
friendly intercourse would resplt in a
muotval understanding recarding the allot-
ment of space to the different institutions
concerned.
—The Ecopnomic Aspect.—

Mr. R. Woolnough submitied the eco-
nomic side of the question, He said it
must apparent that that it would be ad-
vantageous to keep all the eduocstional
buildings as close together as was possible,
|1t was time thot the Public Library Board.
was assured that in the near futare its
requirements would be met with addétional
-Ermmd space. 'To distmbute the three
|branches of education under the control of
|the board would considerably increase the
iannmal outlay. The present was the fime:
\when the Government bad an opportunity
to mve to the board sufficient space. fto
cover its requirements for many years to
come.

—The Government Sympathetic.—

The Minister, in reply, =2aid he was
pleazed at the visit of the members of fhe
board, for it would be of material assist-
ance to the Gavernment in deciding what
awould necessarily be' a difficult problem.;
Ile wan glad that there was no clashing:
betaveen the University and the Puablie Li-
hrary  Board, and he hoped that there
wonld not be any in the case of the School|
of Mines, which afso had claims to_be con-|
sidered.  The Minmter of Education was
more conversant with existing conditions

‘than he was, but Cabinet had given no

consideraticn yvet to dstails of the scheme
nndsr disenssion. A considerable area ot
Jand would be available when the Desti-
tnte Asylum and the police barracks had
bedn removed, and the claims of the board
ahon!d be able to resciye consideration
without mtorference with the noeds of I;Il&|
University.” The Premier had asked that

yould keép in
fouch with the requiremenis of the re-
gpoctive - educationnl mstitutions oone;
serned, and that way o far ne any deler-

mination of the Government had gone.

The present Chaneellor of the Uniyer-! v¢ the wonderful development of the re
| | mity, who 'hu{' boen President of the Pub-| .reepive institutions wonld strengihen the
lic Library Board for 17 years, had re-| wppe  of  the putation, and e
marked recently at a deputation that the! soould  have the . | ril
ground being applied for would be Te! slaeing it hefore  his _wolle
| quired for t blic Library Board 0n' when they were considering

account of its growing necds, "th?rllm::‘

{ He could give an aseurance il
1 wernment wonld '
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