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late

u’laaqm . Without any mero
Emrleal“ if sl I, may soberly and
falrly be e:pﬂmd the oplnion that he
%mcﬂﬂem Lis life on the altar of his

duty, as he mwmmmi the word. Pos- |

Sibly his zeal wus In excess of strict

eeds; but that is only another way ot
Bu}*lng that, like every other mission-
ﬂl‘.!t"- he was in deadly earnest In scek-

Hlﬂg to reallze his Ideals, and recked |

Jdittle what befel the creator so long
48 ‘the creation bectime consummated.
He might coucelvably have achieved
more if be had tried to accomplish less:
but, on the other hand, he mizht pot

‘have done anything at all worih lmhl

_ ror Edueatlmt). wlio |

g if he had not infused energy,
vigour, and pride-in-work into those
who immediately surroonded him, andl
Imtu the fur- -Spread, rank-and-file whose
operations. he directed, At the pre-
sent time there Is no need to elabhorats
that aspect of the matter: nor could
sich an eclaboration be made in good

Phe position  now vacated

taste. T'he point IS that, in g period
when work-shirking and eyeservice |
iare too popular, and too much -an-i
couraged in certain propasanda, 'nr'r{i
was a man who placed no limitation |
‘ipon his exertions in  what he be-
leved to be the people's Interest, and
lnt’-.'ver even thought of thinking of him-
gelf at all.  And this thought intensi-
fies the general feeling of regret that
his chief hope and aspiration in the
latter years were not grutified—the as-
piration and the bope that hét nright hr:
privilegzed before his weak health gave
wny altogether, to reorgunize the
Education Department in accordance
with a scheme which he had conceived
and wrought out with infinite care and
solicitude, and whieh bespoke a nan
of marked ability and great resource.
But, although the deslgner has
passed bence, the design remains, and
the ideals which it embodies, with the
means to their attainment, will be of |
great practical advantage to his sue-
cessors.  The more_ go, because Mr,
Willlams was no theoretical vislonary,
but knew his work as a true work-
man. He had ascended virtually
every rung of the Stute educational!
ladder from the bottom to the top. He
was well aware of the yarious con-
trasted points of view—the infant
scholars, the upper «class boys
and girls and those of the
teacher in eévéry  grade ~and he
sought in one  comprehensive
scheme to barmonize all contlicting in-
terests. In the endeavour, and,
larzely beecause of the endeavour, he
died. From the personal standpoint
A bhad day for Mr. Wilinms wwas the
day on which he lert the comparative
serenity of the headmastarship of the
largest school nnder the control of the
Eduoeation Department, and acceptod
-m Directorship of that department
ich n a few  short years he so
widely expanded. Then he bade adieu
<3 rtlati‘rely care-free life, and as-
y shortencd bis years. When)
¢ made t ¢ change le had no nde—.
itlon qr what he was under-
r of tha mnunt of trouble

nf tn:hn:r htmﬂmds of wldul;r uuattnmd
people. Almost from the begln,ning-
to the ending of his worrying official
career Mr. Willlams hhﬂ!&d sumlv'
under his Ilmitntlonﬂ in this msmut.i
Not thit he was abso utely checked byl
his Ministerfal superiors In what be
proposcd, but because he  had
to define and _@jl',n,na his broad
plans aeccording to  his  cramped
opportunities, At the right time
the  Government  will  donbtless
cohsider whether, in the existing cly-

cumstances, it Wﬂulﬂ be possible for
even a heaven-horn gnnlus to be com-

pletely successful as Director of du-

eation unless he wem allowed reason-
abhle freedom from pniltk'ﬂi L control.

w0 sudly
will presumably  be kept in commis-
sion doring this transitional stage In
the evolution of the department: and,
whether the office of Director be re-
vived or not, whoever may follow
Alfred Willlamg will not he able to
excel him in zeal and devotion to duty:
and all things consldered, few will be
his equaliin that pliin commonsenge
which Is also called practieal sagacity.

Many expressions of regret were heard

on Wednesday concerning the death of the
Director of Education (Mr. AHred Wil
Lams), whose heroic struevle against il
health and growing weakness had lasted
for more than two years, only in the end
to be met by sudden physical collapee,
supervening upon an attack of influenza.
The funeral will leave deceased’s residence,
Henley Bﬂnch road, Torrensville, for the
North Road Cemetery, at 3 o'clock
this uftemﬂnn The President of the
Teachers’' Union directs the ntbe:utmu of all

eolumn, All the schools that aro
sufficiently near to Adelaide to receive
the news of the Director's death in tme
will ba closed to-day, uand
tion Office, in Flinders street, will not ba
open during the time of the
Wedneadn.y the South Austrulian education
nuthorities rﬁcened messages of condolence
from Mr, Peter Board
tion in New South Wales), F. Tate
(Director of Education in "F"chann‘i Dr.
Smith (Principal of the Teachers’ Train-
ing - College, Melbourne), and otber cdu-'
cationists who had known Mr. Williams.
A< on rarmns mmunn during the latter's
tllness, Mr, M. Maughan, B.A,
chief inspector of schurulﬂ. 1§ presi at |
the Edueation Office. Fhe matier o

tion will come before Cabinet to-day.

Our ’n'umt' Bm!g!a COTTeS ondent tele-

graphed on Wednesday:—"The memory of
the late Director of Education was impres-

BV c.-h' revered at public and hl?,'h schools to- |
At the Lefevre's Peninsula School

day
m:} ‘Wednﬂdm morning the whole of the:
children (1,200) were assembled

(Mr. 8. H. Warren). A

was paid to the memory the deceasol

Director. The children lelﬂlﬂ for. gomoe

minutes in silence, with hem!a bowed.
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