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THE _NMARCONI CONTRACT.

Select Committee of K. of &

The wvalue of a University Degree.

Captain E.F.Charlton, Assistant Director of Torpedoes
asged by the Chairman if it would not have been possible té ob-
tain a larger staff by drawing upon the open market, he replied
that he did not think so at the price. They had recently ad-
vertised for men when they wished to increase their staff, but
thqugh they had stipulated that applicants should have a ﬁniver-

81ty Degree, very few of the applicants had been sufficiently
£00d for themn.

.I-."IrT Booth asked whether, when the Admiralty wanted a wire-
lgsa expertv, it was fair to stipulate that he should have a Univer-
S1ty Degreec. The witness replied that the statement that an
applicant with a University Degree would have the preference was
put into the advertisement by the Director of Naval Education.

The absence of a University Degree would not be an absolute bar,
1or some of the applicants who were considered had no niversity
Degree. The reason for the stipulation might have been that they
wanted a man who would be on an equdality with the people he had

to meet. At a later stage, however, Capt. Charlton (the witness)
said he wished to correct that answer. The reason why they
desired that candidates should have a University education was
that they wanted men who had had a good engineering or mechanical
training. As a matter of fact, the man who was appointed had not
had a University education. He believed the salary offered had
been £300 to £350. |
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THE MARCONI CONTRACT.

-=- ADNIRALTY LOSSES AND GAINS., --
UNIVERSITY DLEGREES AND WIRKLESS TELEGRAPHY,

"The Select Committee of the liouse of Commons, presided over
by Sir Albert Spicer, yesterday continued the inquiry into the
circumstances in which the Ilarconi Company obtained from the Gov=-
ernment without competition a contract to establish a chain of
wireless telegraph stations across the Empire.

Captain E.F.B. Charlton, Assistant Director of Torpedoes §t
the Admiralty, an appointment that carries with it responsibility
for all matters connected with the development of wireless tele-
graphy, was further examined. :

Questioned by lir. Faber as to the possibility of the Adnir-
alty constructing the Imperial wireless stations, witness saiad
they could have done so under exceptional c%rcgmstances, but it
was undesirable they should do so. The principal reason was the
shortness of their staff. To show how busy the Admi;a}by wire-
less staff were, he said that the meetings of the Tecnn1?a1 Con-
mittee were held not in London, but on board the "Vernon", 1in

order to save the time of the experts.

wireless experts and University D ees.

ven for your own naval wireless work you had not a suf-
ficieﬁt staff?y-- In May and June, 1911, we had not., In August
there was a slight increase, and at the present moment we ha;ess
just a sufficient staff. They could only increase the wi:e :e |
{elegraphy staff at a certain rate, and although men'weri t;em 5
obtained outside the Service it was Very difficult to g?d o
the price. They had advertised, and of the sixiy canqili gra
only two or three were suitable and one was selected. - téd
applicants, however, had not a University Degree, as indica

5% Advertisement.
P thﬁr. Booth -- When the Admiralty want a wireless experti,

= wou think it fair to stipulate that the applicant




