g G %1:: wderion, e Pr .-iij@n;,f,lg.
1w geographienl section,  were  specially
dnergetie. . pl‘*‘.‘uhﬁdy- ean imagine how .

Leartened I was at this stage.  Thén

bropght the matter before Australians in
Eungland. = To Sir George Reid, the Hign
Commissioner,. the expedition owes 1ts
warmest thanks for the t attention and
advice that he bestowed upon it in that
time of erisis.  Lord Denman, now Gover-
nor:(reneral of the Comronwealth, was par-
ticularly kind and gencrous. Through Lord

Denman, a grant was obtained from the
British Government. The Royal® Society
gave on equal amount with that presented
to Capt. Seott for his expedition. At tlis
stage Sir Ernest Shockleton appealed for
suypport fo the Australasian expedition, and
Lord Northeliffe  conducted o
nnder the anspices of the Press Assoaa-
tion.  As a-result of this a large amount
oi support: was_forthcoming, mostly from
Australinns, Mr. Samuel Hdvdern in-
oreased his dopation to the sum of L£2,500;
NMr. W. .A.. Horn  gave £1,000;  Lord
Stratheona renresenting Canada, presented
£1.000: and Mr. Eugene Sandow, ‘symma-
thizing with the physieal sidefof the unders
taking, gencrously offered 1,000 guineas, and
there were u]m'la large number ui;_ t-maﬂqil'
mt imnportant dopations comng trom

1[*]115::;-: lr.-f the people.  Most of the lapgest
manufacturing firms offered  supplies of
their productions, and through ﬂtply gene-,
| rosity. the equipment of the expedition bas
been specially. satisfactory. It s now the
best-equinned | expedition that has cet
forth. Thus, after a great deal of anxiety
and disappointment, the expedition was
now snceessfully launched.”

—Strenuous Labour.—

Dr. Mawson left.London a day.before the
Coropation, and proceeded at once to Aus.
iralin. where he threw himself into the
work of improving the {ltptpmh!{r con(i-
tion of the finances.  As time went om

ercater public inferest in the expedition
was awakened. and large donations ol

Government sources. '
Vew South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australin have been specially generous in
this regard.  Few ?mple can realize the
cost of equipping such an expedition, The
{oinl amount of the denations in cash n:nd
kind '‘is' “about’ £40,000: but, owing

the expedition by the addition of the wire-
less station aut Macquarie Island, the expen:
diture will be enommously increased, und
there is every likelihood that there will be
a heavy deficit unless additional funds are
forthcoming. The fact that the State f.mtJ
vernments were offering practical support
led to the decision at this late stage to
include Macquarie Island as a fourth base
of operations.  This island is nearly 1,000
milos south of Hobart, but its importance
lics in the fact that it is right in the path
of the meéteorological disturbances that
reach Australia, and will enable the wea-

campaign |

money have been received from private and

The older States of! | total sum subscribed (including dona-

fuith, zeal, and courage imparted to

to the recent extension of the scope uf} ‘devoted services offered by it to Aus-

quite relieved of anxiety on account of
indebtedness  incurred.

ther foreccasts of the ' Federal Burcau ing
Melbourne to be compiled svith ‘infinitely
value of'

greater accuracy. The practical
this to the shipping industry will be enor
mmoug.  But when this exira expenditure
was determined upon, it was thought by
PDr. Mawson that the Stales of Western
Australia, Queenszland, and Tasmania would
contribute something towards the funds qf
the expedition. As, however, cach of these
Siates has pleaded finoucial weakness, the
expedition is now leit with a mnsu}trﬂﬂe_
prospective overdraft. It will require the
united arsistance. of Auﬂtrﬂhnnn-if the ex-
odition . is ta start from Australin free
romn the mental ineubus of a heavy debt.
At the present time it is estimatex] that the
overdraft will approximaie to
wl}nnatinnu._-—' e

Among the other %untnﬂmn contribu-
tions  were:—Lord Denman, &1 3 }]fr.
Lionel Robinson, £250; Mr. 8. Y, DBucha-
nan. £100: Mr., Mackellar, €150: Mr. Q.
H. Angas, €100 Mr. A. M. Simpson, Ade

e

aof the public by his splendid services

an eminent degree,

has indueed Parliaments, scientific and
Jearned bodies, and the peonle gene-
£0,000. | (regording the practicability and desir-
ableness of Australia becoming, in a

‘the Antarctic continent, which geogra-
‘phically lles within her “sphere of in-

Naide), £50: Sydney Morning H d, £100;.
%‘il:-i.l-)lﬂhnr Danks (Melbonrne), ; Mr. T.

Searfe, £30: Professor David
nation unu}hp:_ueuedu ?;'ﬂd N il
Ons ol | \
I e
+ Lady Russell, g
ﬁr'fﬂ Moreing, £50. Besides tgl‘ch
were g Kreat many Fm
from all ut'laniag. ~ In more
chlmmfih@tz towards the fitting out of thix

to contr
oxpedition.
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' there,
aller sums coming.
than one case
their money boxes so as

The example be and his con
are setting, In boldly |
penetrate mysterious reglons
| Far South, will be worth much

winds and Imaginations: of “young
| Australia® The stories they may have
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There should be a large and enthu
siastle gathering of South Australians

in the Adelaide Town Hall at noou

fo-day, to bldl goodby and to wish
“good luck” to Dr. Mawson and his
comrades, who a few hours later will

leave the clty for Hobart, en route to.

the South Polar regions. Appropri-

ately, His Excelleney the Governor, an

experienced British sallor and geogra:
pher, will express to the intrepld mari-
ners and  explorers the community’s

hearty goodwill and fervent desive that
they may be spared to accomplish the

exceedingly Important, and probably
no less difficnlt and arduous, tasks they
have volunteered to discharge, and
that thereafier they may return  in
safety in the good ship, the Aurora, to
their Australiann homeland. The his-
tory of Antarctic pesearchh doeg nok
warrant glowingly sanguine predic-
tions concerning the enterprise, but
this is only a way of saying that the
=allant baud of explorers from Austra-

i will be confronted with numerous |

perils by land, water, and ice, and that
therefore they are the more thoroughly
deserving of the practical, shole-

hearted encouragzement which Austra-
llans ave able to bestow upon men in |
‘whose performances they take delighbt.

Relatively to finances, the bank over-
draft at present is abount £95.000, the

flons of stores) having reached a little
over £40,000. In consideration of the

the work of the expedition, and of the

tralin. Dr. Mawson ought 1o be ziven
the pleasure of starting from Hobart

In any case,
he may be assured that Austrealinus
will pay off the balance of £0,000, but
the good name of the Commonwealth
would shine svith brighter lustre if
this purely  Ausiralian * venture—the
first of the kind—avere launched quite
free of monetary Ihlhiizth:ﬁ:.

The leader has carncd the contidence

a8 2 member of the Shackleton party,
his brilliant sclentific attainments, and
the single-heartedness, knowledge, and
resonrcefulness which he possesses in
He has elaborated
with and  skill, and

his plans care

rially, to sce eye to eyve with himzelf
senge, the sugerain of a vast area of

. Dr. Mawson Iz out to “do
noble deeds, not dream them, all day
One may fairly say that he is

Tn the verr May morn of his vouily,
Ripe fur%lbll?mﬂ mighty mlm.ﬂnl.-

e
i

‘*ﬂun tlmy mu;f

neers-ofiall ’tmeprom d Mje -

[tuniau which prompts and nerves to

made.  Scepties may smile ineredn-
lously at these “speculations” but iy
Al ages the men of imagination, w

cheerfully undertake risks Iﬁﬁ u
suit of hidden knowledge, are the pio

The expedition IS not a “wik

chase,” nor is it undertaken chief
from love of adyventure—which, withi
legitimate bounds, is an  admiral
enough  sentiment. Taking hi
ground, it may be said to have origl
nated in reverence for the memories
of hrave geographers and seamen who

1 generation or more ago, endeavoursd
with only slight success to unravel the

‘secrets of the long streteh of coastline
and the vast Dbinterland shich Dr
Mawson proposes to visit. The spirit
of these ploneers is bappily still with
us, and it is moving a band of hardy
Australians to resume and complete
a task which was scarcely begun when
it had to be abandoned. Taking stll
loftier ground, the expedition may be

attributed to the Divinely-imparted in-

continuous inyvestigation of the won-
ders of the planet that affornds the hu-
man race a temporary home. Intellis
zent men restlessly hunger j"}:t light
and knowledge; and becanse the ming
of the Creator is partially expressed i
the material universe, they arce upe
led constantly to search for new m
vels. Thus the labours of the explorery
as of the scientist, may be prosecutes
from a deep and pleasing sense o
solemn duty—the sacred obligation of
unlocking Nature's secrets and brin
ing to light fresh treasures, which mey
prove of incalculable benefif to man-
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