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WHY, MR. TREASURER?

The Verran Ministers are great hands
at shifting pesponsibility. 'I'qur ad-
ministration has been distingunished for
the ready resouree displayed in seut-
tling away from doty and leaving it
Cto some other fellow, The Government
is comprised ©Ff a erowd which seem
anxions to ostithlish a corner in “I-never-
RQid-its.” The latest is the appointment
hi the Crovernmeit Ih*uhlgi.ﬁt. N W }_Ellﬁ
s the Dbest ]"hkr. of the farce. 'he
Treasurer has politely iufnrn}-.-._l the
public that he has asked the University
authoritics ta qmlvise him in the ﬁt'!E:.'tzﬂl!
of the Government Geologist! Faney
that! What' have they to do with L'ht‘.'
job, anyway? The Government has its

oxpert advisers, but they have been
sturned down,” evidently.  What s
Treasurer Vianghan's game?! Let us

think it wout, Obviously he can shelter
himseli Bediind the fact that he never
wade the appointment. Oh, no! 1t
was the University—that august and ir-
responsible bdy' on North-terrace. In
view of the heated controversy between
a member of the University stafl and
Dr. Basedow, the wily Miuistcr‘knm\'
the chances of the ex-Assistant Govern-
ment Geologist would, in valgar but ap-
propriate parkance, be muil!

IS THE SECRET OUT?

Now. from all accounts, the Univer-
sitv people have not altogether Kept
the facl secret that everything has long
since been ent and dried.  Tle public
frequently liears the names of \}'HEH]-
ward amd Ward mentioned in association
with the appointment of the Government
Geolowist. This is the point. [IF, t|El‘
University authorities are to advise, i1t
means referring the matter to their geo-
losists. They are the Rev. W. Howehin
and Dr. Douglas Mawson, What are
the qualitications of these gentlemen ?
My, Howehin is an F.GS. T understand
this means that you are proposed by
anv Fellow of the Geological Society.,
London, and seconded by two or three
others. and there vou are. You pay

22 9/ a vear, and lo and behold! you
the magic letters after yonr
name. Yon are a Fellow of the Society,
an F.G.S.  Yon receive the publications,
and when von 2o to London you can
attend the meetings and nse the hbrary
at Burlington House, Picadilly West.

serateh

LOOKING BACKWARD!

My. Howehin—the Rev. Mr. Howechin,
FOS—came from Scotland as a Metho-
dist Minister. He was appointed sec-
ratary of the Children's Hospital, and
didd the job for vears. Not much scope
for deodsrical study there, except per-
haps an occasional stone from the
apernting theatre or pathological labora-
torv. Anvway., Mr. Howchin had ae-
complished nothing very sensational in
the geological line up till then, and had
published no profound literature. ner-

Laps & paper oIl mMicroscopic organisms
When Profes-
sor Tate. who was highly recommendedd

kanown as Foraminifern.

4s the Elder Professor of Natural
“eences by Professor Huxley, of Lon-
don. diel. Mr. Howehin—the Rev. Mr.

Howehin, F.liS.!
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Bﬁgfﬁtgiu is, of course, r;}n_ﬁhl{-rfthly'!
Letter off in the matter of qualifications.
e is a doctor of science and a bachelor
dvil engineering.
:uliiutt:L ::11- Fl't'ﬂh iukthu minds of all, Tt
will be interesting Lo
will dispose ol t.}ni.-‘.
aves for Antaretici, .
I!:u:‘.llv: :I‘:l.l‘: that his report on the Elder's
nitrate deposit
marvellonsd sueeess.
frates” in
~omething he should have
birds for, because Geology Brown, uf‘l{'ﬁ'
people had been advised to invest —a
they could spare’

reported that the o de
conld be swept clean very quickly.

granted. |

shuts the door of the
]I:l_-ijlil-.l.l SerreLAry, aimd  becomes lecturer
on geology at ~the Eniversity. althongh
Mr. 1. D, DilTe, B.Se,, had been selected
by Professor Tate as his Iocum tenens in

good. Al 1

Tlis reports on ra-

know whether iu-‘
shares  before Ill'l
A sharebroker in

did not prove to be a
The deposit of “ni-
was presumably
blamed the

the cave

'in the venture, quietly
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WAIT FOR MAWSON.

At 4 meeting of the Secience Guild, it

tx understoold—that 4 certain professor

D. Mawson had returned from Antare-
tica! )
Mawson has satislied his ambition down
sonth. and has honors thrust upon: him
it is possible he will prefer to go lectur-
ine a la Shackleton to the
as South
logist,
the proposition, it isn’t the :-ai!nph* Ii_itt+lv
thing that appears on the surlace. Still
Treasurer Vaughan seribbles on the doe-
Let. “Referred to the University ltor re-
commendition,” and there’s the curtain!

Are there no others? When Dr.
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an

vivil servant has their right han
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Geolowist shiould be appointed until Dr. [time? How is if, too, that Ay, H. Y. L.

nuthorities selecting his successor for him
He ghonld bave insisted on his dues, wn
theste coulll not have been refused bimn
h‘y the Minister so long as he s still
Government (eologist, i’ut; hns not Me, |

Brown has to submit to the Uniwml_t?'

Brown, too, already, in a letter which has |
become public property, salected
egasor?
pass through the Government offices, and
for curiosity’s sake asked one of the de=
partmental heada who would select the
candidate for the
Geologist. .
Athat no doubt the Minister would do as is
usually done—that i

his sucs

A few weeks ngo I habppened to

position of Government
The reply given to me was

refer to m board,

which” would include the Governtuent Geo-

logist. (Mr. B
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Mr., ©, T, Madigan; ‘the st appoinied
Rhodes scholar for Soath Australin, is re-
turning from Epgland 7 the Orvieto,
which arrived at “Eremantle on Tuesday.
Mr. Madigan is @ student of geology, and
being anxious to sccompany the Mawson

rown), s one, and no douht
cietary of Mines), Mr.
Under Treasurer),

bare)) and Mr. Sholl

A left the offices quite

pardonable action has therefore’ surprised |
a whole community, of which mine 15 only
one tongue.” t
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Antarctic expedicion, he recently proceeded.

to England to interviews the Rhodes trus-,
tees and obtain their permission to post-

pone “hisstudies untjl the veturn of the
expedition. This  pemnission
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LINKS WITH THE

WIRELESS AND WEATHER.

Arrangements have heen
hlim‘ﬁnr Home Affairs (Mr. O"Mall
for the services of an officer of the Mete
logical Department to be granted t0

MELBOURNE, November 1.

maintaining wireless communication

(Commonwealth.

the Mawson expsdition
stations being erested by
wealth wou 2y

direct communication,
| station ‘was therefore {
juarie Island, about |
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made by th

Maws=on in connection with his mhemeafprr
tween the Autarctic expedition and the
1 v The Uﬁmmﬁwﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ?‘
orologist (Mr. Humt) e&pﬁ.ﬂﬁl to-night

geotogy, amd Mr. Boas, B.Se., in miner-

-
nlogy. Whether  the statutes  of
the University and the terms of
. Sir Thomas * Elder’s  endowment ol

E20.000 for the “chairs” of mathematics

and natoral sciences permitted it or
N, 'rofessor Tnll-'q Ih‘.rﬁil:ull
promptly =plit into three-—geology went
to Mr. Howehin, the Rev, Mr, Howehin,
FAS 2 mineralogy to Mr, Woolnough,
aml botany to Miss Denham. Enter My,
Hnwchin. the Rew, .“l‘. ”ﬂ“‘rllill. |'*.”.-"‘:..
a full-ledged geologist.
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