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MUSCLE AND BRAILN.

e

AN EDUCATED DEMOCRACY.,

THE WORKERS' EDUCATION AL
ASSOCIATION,

 “We belicve that tbus only «c¢an the
Cangers attendant upon an uneducared or
What is still warse. « half educated, demn.
Cracy be avoided.””  In this pithy  sen-
teneo Professor Atkiuson, who srrived from |
AS¥dner, on Muexday, on behalf  of the |
;Wurl:mfs’ Fduecationa) Associntion, summed |
180 the aims ard objects of & movement |
DoSsessing in embryo  untold possibilitios
for the rond ¢f the nation, |
. Professor Atkinson. to whom Australia |
[i® lGoking for a2 jead in this mpartany
tmalter, has= an almost vouthful appearance,
e is MLAL of Oxtord, wheve he was R |
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lesturer in ezonomics, andSthe winner of
,i!]e highest distinctiot in economics  and
| history. o has recently been appointed
director of tutorial classes in the Univer-
sity of Syuney, but until the movement is
thorough'y cstablished in every State he is
acting as hon. secretaty to the Worlers'
F.ducatianal Associntion of Australin. In
that capucity ho has come to Adelnide,
and be will remain here until Friday, th
assist Lhe establishment of the associue
tion m South Australin, He has just |
spent a week in Melboarne with the same |
end in view,

Spearing. to o reporter, in veferénce to
the genesis aud aime of the n=sociation,
he said:—The movement originated in
Engiand some 11 years, ago. Jis chief
objective is higher education for the worke
ng class.  This it seoks to'promote by
linking up all working eclazs and educa-
tional organi=ations with the universitice.
Summed up, it is really university exten-
sion  carvied mueh  further, and gOing
much decper than any previous movement.
It has hnd enormous success in England,
(where over 2,000 organisations, educational
I'nm! labor, are affilinted to it, and all Bri-
tish universitics are undertaking what are
anown s tutorial classes, which consti-
Aute the chief activity of tho association.
Mir. Albert Mansbridge, the general go-
* Uy of the association, paid a long visit
to, \ustrain last year, and as a result of

his efforts the W.E.A. of Australin has
Jpeen formed, with branches in  every
State. The New South Wales Govern-
ment was the first to give a grant, as a
result. of which Sydney University ostab-
lished a department for tutorial = clnssos,
wind appointed me as its director,  Mel.
yourne University has just secured a tem-
orary grant for the promotion of clisses
n Vietoria, with the promise of further
gupplics when the Estimates come up for
Eﬁnﬁidfmigun: fllr_l bcr_nith iluntmiiu the
WAL Ttms just beensplaced upon n very
firm bums, It I_r;q&'ipmhendﬂd* qih{- &
greatly th the University authoritics, and
negotintions are now taking place with a
view to engaging in joint work.” |
~What are tutorial classes? queried the
reporter, o\ S AN
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l MUSCLE AND BRAIN.

{Continued from page 13.)

C“A tutorial class consists of - about 30 |
students, who apply through the W.E.A,

for a  tutor to iostruct t.hem_
in. - the sabject they - have s
lected far study. *We believe in
Tiving the workers what .they

now they need, not what we think they
aught to have.  Ndaturally the sobjecl
(generally chosen is economics or indusirial
nstory,  The demand for a tutor is
dealt with by & joint committee of Univer-
sity representatives and workers'  repre-
sentatives, Thus the workers secure |
direct control .over the whole movement. |
In fuct, this joing committee  vepresents
the alliapce- of labor and learning, which
has been productive of soch fine results in
England, The committee appoinis o
tutor, who is always a man of distinction
in scholavship und passessing the requmisite
sympatay for his work, The <lass meets
once. a week throughont the winter for
two hours a night.  The first hour .is
devoted to a simple exposition of the mib-
Ject by the tator, but it is the second hour
tirat makes the ¢lass vital and valuable, for
- that hour the class questions the tator
and discusses the subject from ull points j
of view., We claim that this method s
the best that could be devised for arriving
at a true view of any subject. The mem-
bers of the chss also write one essly A
lortmgnt on subjects set by the tutor. In
the matter of essays there bhave been some

most astonishing results,. Many of the
composiiions of the students have been

declared by Oxiord and Cambridge profes-
sors to be up to the standard of firsi-
class honors at those Universities.  Sinee
cach class extends its studies over tarso
years it can = well Je imagined
what fine results are possible.  We beliove
<hat thus only can the dangers attendant
vupon an unadacated, or, what 18 still worse,
a half-educated democracy, be avoided. At
tacired to each class is a select library of
works on the' subject investigated. This
18 the property of the class for the time
being. '~ All other possible reading  faecili-
ties arc obtained fron. the universities and
nublic and private libraries. We noever
fall to find all'who are interested in know-
ledee cager to afford to our students every
opportunity for referring to  the great
aythors. Perhaps the most important fea-
ture of the totorial class movement is the
spirit of fellowship in. study that springs
np between students, and the tutor. The
latter is not to them ‘a super-seademic pet-
son of remote and chilling outlook, bus
simply the thirty-first student of the class,
#/ho has merely bad exceptional opportuni-
ties.  This spirit of fehnwahip provides
the atmosphere in which Kknowledge
to  be regarded as the
of socinl  service, and® we confi-

grows

our classes will become a socmal and edu-

[cational Imssionary, carryin !
Slonary, o g2 .the light

that lie has guined amongst his fellows.

We are not concerned  with providing

trade and technienl education, for the |
direct inervaseé of industriy) ethciency, but
rather with that higher cultivation of thel
mind and spirit that makes for rood =it
zenship and devotion ta the community,”
How has the movement been received in
Australia? - | : _
| MIn Anstralia pur initial efforts have re-
ceived the heartiest of welcomes. Every-
where we sce a fertilo ground ready to be
tilled. Bot we have not come to till it
With ingtruments, or to sow it with secds
of alien ongin. ~ We see cleady that the
Anvetralian movement rapidly growing. as
it already is, 13 going to upon itself |
a form in many respects different from |
the English movement, We have no cut-
and-dried plan to be applied to Avstralian
conditions. ~ For example, one depart
went oi our work, which has hardly arisen
at all in England, is already assuming con-
giderable proportion in Australin. T re
Iu-r to the co ence and  advice
department. 1 have already received num-
bers of letters from men and women who
naveheard of u, living as they are, in the
remiotest shearing sheds: and back blocks i
of Auatralia, these dsolated  seekers
after knowledge there is a great work to
be done. Who can tell what may not re
sult for pph:hr nation like Australia, from |
fact, my

ca
ng .
such far-reaching efforts? In
chief impression as to the work in  Aus-
tralin 15 of tiie amazingly promising ‘sru-
pects for onr movement in a country whose
m al ! assured

' o ek T AL lm ute ; *
|whowe inktitations are dmnedego, OIS,
[und whiose people are probably the jest
to reveive now “in the whole
ﬂunm . ' t has!been
" m

|T. Ryan presided.

Professor ‘Atkinson will addross meeting
e E:u Iﬁdfﬂ !I-n';-% at the Univer

» mtends to return i a lew
m::nﬁu, when his vigit will be of Jon et

duration,

LECTURE AT THE TRADES HALL.
On Tuesday i m;im
e o o et of
e daims  and _ )
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The professor -smd that :

ingtrument |

dently anticipate that , every =tudent from |,

been cast wrongly on the Universitics,
which were with prodocing con-
servatism and jntrod studies toal in-
toxicated rather than educated the mind.
He claimed that those char e
stand. There had always becn & contr
versy between men who believed in

uu?ﬁl and in the hgner alocalion. .
tain it was that there was a great nesd
for chemists, physicists, and engineers, bot
their findings only became useful o hp-
manity when tiey were made availaole in
4 general way. They caimed that the de-
tailed sciences were only usefol when they
secame available to the comman thinker.
The Workers™ Educutional Association ol
fered a solution of one of tne -most diffi-
cult problems of the world, namely, how |
0 educate the democracy? The suprema
activity of the association was in comjun:-
tion with the Universitics, and took the
form of what was known as the tutorial:
classes, which he explained at Jengtn. | The
association pinned its faith to the tutorial
class method as being produciive of <ear
'thinkers... It was not out to induce men
to think in any particular direction, bot
to educate them m order thag they might
be capable of selecting any type or school
of thought that thev felt disposed to favor. !

-

v iWhen a man was trained to think, it
‘¢ |could be safely left <o him to aceept or
vejreject an

new situation thal might arise,.
Yand to decide what the commuanity was
mostly in necd of. The associktion workers
claimed that they were quile as practicud
as those who advocaied schools of engireer-
ing and agnculture. The first men to |
grumble at the errors of the Labor move-.
ment woll;t- those who twﬁem Fhﬂmg H;.ht-
workers by preventing them from geiting
tip education. snch as he had outlined. Thel
association offered the working men an ex-

tension of the universite movement to a
wider school, and with a deeper motive
than had ever been conceived before. Iy
wias an absolutely new force in history.
There had never been, since the palmy
days of Greece, an educated democracy—a
demoeracy of siraight thinking men  and
women—and 1t was thag kind of demovracy

that the association wuas ont to r_m:'rd.b' N
He could asture them that in all Unives-

sities they would tind the majority of pro-
fessors quite willing to impart their know-
ledge to earnest stidents. He wool say.
in conclugion—""Woe betide Australia if
it _was not preparing itsell W' meet the
erises which must come up before any na-
tion so that it could vlum, at least, thes
the whole of the communily is permeated
with that Iigher knowladge that makes for
the best life of a community,” Al the
close of the address the professor answercd
numergus questions, and ne u.hm:d’ql‘-[
a Trearty vole of thanks |




