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. There were few thinga so - lasn
bnd road. ' It was a constant drain up-
on the resourees of a country, and a con
tinuous tax upon the of it. An
effort wus being made in South Austra.
lia to concentrate control in order o
‘make for better thoroughfares, and ‘in
toat patriotic movement the Good Roads
Association was proving helpful. Inereased
‘power had been conferred upoa the Go-
vernment Roads and Bridges Depart- |
ment, and it was hoped that the lost art
of rondmaking in this State would be
regained, and that good roade would be
made an dthen maintained. [ often cost
more  to move produce from . the
farm to.a railway'than the combined rail.
way and ocean fransit charges, and it was
becanse that fact was reco nised as eco.
nomically wasteful that there was a
worldswide movement in favor of im-
proved highways, - -

Harbors and Ocean Freights. |

The proslem of transportation was by
no means finally solved, ns far as trade
and commerce were concerned, when . pro-
duce nad been moved at a minimum of
cost from the most' distant inland point
to the seabward. = Oversea carriage was a
prime factor to the producer, trader, and
country of ongin, since all surplus pro-
duce over home requirements bhad Lo nieot
world-wide competition, Although a: a
‘disadvantage in the matter of distance from
European consuming centres, Australia had
‘been well served on the whole by shin-
|c-wnr_-r.-¢.. Rates of freight compared favor.
| ably with shipping cnarges against other
exporting countrics, and no exception could
bz taken to the readv ampd continuous te.
sponse for larger and faster steamers. T+

| was just at that point that State enfer-
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'prise had failed to- anticipate the sudden |

demands for an expanding {rade and the
narrowing margin of prafit on oversea ship-
ments due to increasing charges and keener
<~ompetition in the markets of the world.
‘Some =steamers trading to Australia had
readhied the maximum depth of the majo-
\trity. of shipping ports, and freights
were more and more being regulated by
tne carryiag capacity in a singic oottom,
'which in turn was governed by draught.
Uhere were only two Australian harbors
‘where there was the minimum depth of 40
it. recommended”by the Dominions Royal
Commission.  When it was appreciated
that an additional draught of 3 ft. to a
given steamer (the P. & 0. Moldavia, for
jexample) would increase that veasel's

‘|sclected to deliver the Joseph Fisher lec-

|lem of eivilization.

freight-carning capacity by 66 per cent. it
would be easy to reahse how vitally avas.
the problem of oversea transportation
aftected by the policy of the various Aus-
tralian harbor anthorities, The minimum
depth of Australian ports would® in the
near future be a growing factor in the deve. |
Jopment of Australian commerce,

(Conclusion.

On a per capita basis Australians could.
invite comparison with any ‘other pro-
ducers or traders in the world, aduc-
tions from all industries in 1911 reached
the fine total of £I188,745,000, equal to
£42 0/8 per inhabitant, Australia’s com-
bined trade—export and imports—equailed |
£33 17/2 per head - of population, and
there would have to'be a ready responge to
the growing demands for cheap methods of
transportation if this high standard was
ta bo maintained. Rural expansion, which
meant the development of natural re
sources, would bo regulated from time to
time by the fm-ihtms'r?mﬂdl'd for reach-|
mg the final market. There was no reason
why Australia should not anpgly the needs

L3

of her own people, and supply them well,
too, and then -help to keep foll the cup-
hoards of other countries. There were vast
areas in the Commonwealth of no produe-
tive value to-day simply because of the
abeence of modern means of nurmr:u to
the seaboard, Australiang should unite in,
a patriotic effort to inaugurate an era of
improved transportation embracing in
or officiency in railway management
full use of inland waterways, and a “good
roads” movement in order to encourage
the occupation of waste places of the con.
tinent and so multiply production, and
add to the volume al trade and commerce,
Problems of transportation not only had a
close relationship to trade and commerce
and the general material concerns of the
‘country, but they affocted national life in
'nll its pumerons interests, They owed

‘much to the rinnm_.-whu had so well"
‘and traly laid the foundations®of their al-|
ready great Commonwealth, but upon this

and eucceeding generations devolved the

duty of courageously facing the
daily obligations of - making thi& continenr
‘the home of a prosperous and progressive
‘people. such means and such means
only wonld Australia ocoupy “its  rightfol
place ax the economio eentre of the Pacifie
—the dominating commercial power ol

thern reas. RS .
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'TRANSPORTATION, TRADE, AND
COMMERCE.

The Hon. D. J. Gordon, M.L.C., was

ture on commerce this year, It was given
in the Prince of Wales Theatre of the Ade-
‘|lnide University on sday evening, be-
fore a large audience.  Mr. J. R. Fowler,
M.A. (President of the University Society
|of Commerce) occupied the chair, |

Mr. Gordon chose for his subject “Pros
blems of transportation, and their r?latmns}
to Australian trade and commerce.” He|
dealt with the economic influence of
|modern methods of carriage, the ralways

Ufe,
—Problem of Civilization.—
Gordon stated that the -prob-
transportation was the proo-
National progress
rested upon production—the  full nse of
natural resources—and production and dis-
|| trrbution determiped trade and commerce.
'fand profitable business ultimately regulated
| {wages and poverned the standard of living.
The cost of carriage was the true commer
| aail measure of distance. :
—Austraha a8 a Wealth Producer.—

| Australia was essentially a producing coun- |
‘|try.  Publie credit has been pledged ior
money to build railways and roads, and |
make harbours in order to facilitate thel
development of resources and shipment of |/
| products.  The State, having a monopoly
of railway carmage in Australia, was the
| chief arbiter in breaking down distance
from the point of production. The pro-
' |ducer could not live in remote parts unle:ss
modern channels of communistion were
provided. = The commereial prosperdy of
Australia_could not continue on its present
level without increased attentiom being
devoted to the economic influence of im-
proved land and water carmioge.

—Ohject Lessons,—
The future of Auvstralia depended uponi
the efficiency of 1ts means of  transportation
and the wise usc of natural outlets.  The
‘{development of transportation systems and
lines of communication preeeded and made
possible the marvellous industrial expan-
gion of the United States. A large pro-| |
portion of the population there lived
within half a dozen miles of a = V.
Railway speeds and weights had been in-| '
creased, and the freicht and passenger
rates had steadily fallen. In their bold | !
policy of {ranscontinental railways the
United States and Canada ‘had provided a
fine object lesson for Australian statesemen
to emulate. Australin could never be re- |
garded as a self-contained Commonwealth
until south was linked up with north, and
east was bound by ribbons of steel to west.
The Federal Royval Commission nad
pointed d&ut that the isolation of|
the Termtory was reflected in. the ex-
ceedingly high  rates of inland camage.
Without transportation the hinterland of
Australia must continue to be unproductive || |
and unprofitable—an occonomic wastafl
The accopted policy of Germany towards
tmﬁnrmtiﬂn prohlems had been officially
sl in the following terms:—“Any
means whereby the distances which sepa-
rate the economic centres of the country
from one another can be dimimished must
he welcomed. :
—Augtralian Railways.— .
Of the total public debt of Anstralia
more than onelmli was oepresented in ils
17,000 miles of railway. The railways alone
—not to mention other public uwlilitics—re- |
present more than adequate security to
Australia’s creditors. The average rate ra-
ceived by the railways in the Umted States

Mr.
\lem of

375d., in Eogland 1.125d., and in South
Australia it was 974.. and in New South

in the United States, and slightly less than
|the English charge. .
—Noglect of Geographical Outléts.—
1Tt could be affirmed that in Australia pro-
\ du:ﬁnn&né EWMEOE tmﬂﬁ&mnﬁna I:;i
'| branspo on, ¢ and com-
I'merce bave suffered bocause of tho abeence |
| estion of trafti tgl: the
hand, and the oo n ffic _on |
th due to th?cdm o m:

icy of centralization should be.
daned in favour of utilizing natural outlets, |

for hauling a ton of freight one mile was | |

%

|rernment of the day in adopting the 4 ft.

. |the farm to a railway than the combined
‘| railway and ocean traneit cbarges, and it

eCogniseda
' | ecconomically wasteful that there was a)
‘|proved  highways. This  was

Wales .88d., or more than double the mate 1 ;

un
Enit

Twaste T*

{ralisn railway o nd ©f cost
producers and traders and consumers
the curves, g , and vanety ol
In  Australia 3  great
e
that the working _
of proportion” Lo capacty.
mnﬂ?dhnt.inn of ‘the pro ‘of trans-
portation and their to Avstralian
t.ede and commerce would be complele
without reference to the colossal natioval
the wvanety ol
the Fede

b

were
Ly

prm.n‘ted by
gauges. The wisdom of

8k in. as the gauge for Austraba’s Trans
Coutinental and main trunk radways bad
tLeen the subject of much discassion in

.| view of experiences i other countries aad
gystems, grades and gauges, inland water-, '|the
t| wayvs, road and harbours, and showed how
‘| those things had an influence on national

strong opinions expressed by expertu
in favour of a broader track. '
—Rivers se Highways of Commerce.—
In the Murray Australians possessed one
of the Jargest rivers in the world, and -wth
its tributaries the longést inland walerwe
system in King George's Dominions. it
pas not creditable {o Australia thal navi-
ble streams of such magnikude should
ave been noglected for s0 many years.

Th examples of the national al-
;iﬁde nip other countnes <o

inland waterways were quoted in order fo
support the policy of the Murray.
I+ was a noteworthy fact that winle in
most countries private inieresls had op-
posed ‘the development of inland walers

s the chiel antagonisis in ia of
v ' mmﬁm the managers of
Stateowned ~ railweys. It had Dbeen
officially = estimated that the Mur
my and its two main  tribusa-
ries could be made permanently navigable
at a cost of £3,000.000. -Apsiralians had
not hesitated to pledge the national credit
to the extent of £171,000,000 in order ta
provide 17,000 miles of railway, bl the
same people collectively hesitale to epend
£3,000,000 to provide 3,000 miles of navig-
able rivers, and simultaneously to provide
water for productive purposes,

—Economic Importance of Roads—
There were few things so wasleful as =a
bad road. It was a constanit drain upon

/| the resources of a couniry. and & conlmu-

ous tax upon the |users of L
An ecffort was being made in . South
Aupstralia to concentarte confrol In|

order to make for better thoroughiares.
It often cost more to. mova produce from

was because that fact was r s
world-wide movement in favour of im-
nos
rising in  view of the rapid
?;?mvemnnt- in motor traction. There.
was @ growiog demand in  Ame-
rica aod  Europe for transcontinental
rcods, national highwaya States
in order to facilitate mc‘%ﬁ: and goods
tiaffic by moter power. t movemeni
should be encouraged in Australia.
—Harbours and Ocean F:mghtu.—;
The problem of transportation was by no
mea.nt; finally solved, as far as trade and|
commerce are concerned, when uce had
been moved &t & minimum of cost from
the most distant inland point to the sea-
board. Oversea carriage Wwas a pnme fao-
tor to the producer, trader, and ocountry

of origin snce " “ti n-g-lﬁr
home requirements _ meet world-
wide competition. Australia had been

well served on the whole by shipowners
State enterprise had failed to qntimp;at.t the
sudden demands of an and
the narrowing margin of profit on oversea
shipments, due to the incremsing charges
nmf kecner competicion in the markets of
the world. Some steamers trading to Ans-
tralia had reached the maximum depth of
the majority of shipping ports, and freights

—Conclusion.
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