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#I'n:h‘.m EPFEGT ON COMMERCE.
-'1 AUSTRALIA'S P PROBLEMS,

AN 'Im'ﬂammm ADDRESS.

ﬂ. gift by -the- late Mr, er'ph Fisher to
ﬂlb Adelaide University sonie vears ago
made it possihle for the authorities to ar-
~mnge for the delivery of a lecture on
- commerce every alternate year. The 1014
lecture was delivered at the Prinve of
Wales Theatre on Toesday evening hr
the Hou. D. 1. Gordon, who spoke on the
supject of “Problems of Transportation,

their Relation to Anstralian Trade

d Commerce.”” There was a most grati
f¥ing attendance. Mr. J. R. Fowler, M.A,,
who presided, meutioned that the lecturer
for the Joseph Fisher lecture had  been’
drawn three times from Sydney, once from
Melbourne, and opoe previously from Ade-

laige. Mt Gordon was the second local
man selected to deliver the lecture.

Mr. Gordon, who was enthusiastically re- |
t!h‘ed, sald Lim problem of transportation
Was the problem of cvilisation, National
progress rested npon production—the full
use of natural resources—and prodoction
and distnnbution determined trade and
commerce, and profitable business uli-
mately reguluted wuges and governed the
- standard of living, . At one time  econo-
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mists Leld that commerce made transpor:

cation and controlled it. The accepted
axiom to-day was that Lmnspurtatmn de-
termined commerce by enmumgm or
checking industrial crowth. 21 Not mileage,
but cost of carciage, was the true com-
mercial measure of distance. The traders
whao-ecnld roach the. mmkuts of the world
most cheaply controllead the commerce of
‘the world.  Railways, roads, and
were factores of the tirst ma;,.mtuds: in the
andustrial and social life of a nation, for
unless transportation wes available produc.
tiow In excess of the elementary personal
needs was useless and commerce impos-
mible.  The theury of eificient means of
tranmt wns reducing the unit in the cost
®f production. Increased production stimu.
lated eonsumption, multiplied ayennes of

employment, and added to private  and
::l:hnnﬂ wealth from which the community

daily sustenance,
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I Australis. as 2 Wealth Producer. f

Alstralia is  essentially’ a pmducufg
conntrys  Public eredit hnd been pledge
for money to buld railweys and roads and
maie - harbors in order to f'u.uht.atu the
development of resources nnd shipment of

ts on such an economic basis as

: ‘wanl‘ll meet all costs and leave the grower,

er, irul trader a margin of profit, The

b ‘not live in remote parts un-
~1nodnn channels of communication
ﬂpll! nrovided, and n.thnut, the winning of

e from Ir:ih:: 501l n]‘;ld the mua ﬂge
coun woud speedi rﬂ'crl‘. tae
- desolate cun¢u.ﬂna recorded by early ex-
ploreras. 1o onder to n?prmnte the

HMWI importance of problems of trans-

' tion it was essential that there should

a clear understanding of what
n mmpimhcd by & mere bhandful of
l': ocenpation of a continent Jarger
Fnited States, more than thrce-
ﬂl-& sige of Furo nnl:l 25 times as
nrhth:r the Um om, Nor

"“ The Wealth of Australia.
| tﬂkm Eﬂith l%omduct‘d in Au

1, ands tlﬂ"’.
of a

Puturll md
FOAPS . Wers Wor

Yajue

1.
B,

Austria, or’ the Tmnﬂu A

,uml
Trﬂ- {

(3
£70,000,000. In 10 years
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Mhe' train miles run in

- gevgraphieal outlets  in

I.I
_outlets, 'thuJJa saving the cost of.

| commerce suffered,

proved [1) that the nﬂm nvi‘urmn

on. uuﬁﬂul irals st

ment and muxed farming coukl be
colerated by cheap tran

ll.l"*-
t methods, and
(2) that thn: hmxt of industrial expansion |
in Australin was not nwem‘rjly a question |

of rainfall. The pramise of ‘future expan-
sion due to increasing activity in  the de-

velopment of latent resources could not be
fulfilld unless ‘there Was simultaneots
growth in railways, and improvements of
voads and rivers, In other words,  the
cgmmercial prospenty of Australia mu"d

not continue on its grﬁnm level  avithoud
increased attention m.ng devoted to the
etonomic mﬂuencu f improved land nm.h
water carriage. That. was the f

wihich the present generation mus fac

“nat in the spirit of spoilers concerned only!

in immediats exploitation, but rather with
duog regard for the sacred obligation of
nlewn ship of a continent—an important,
outpoat of a virile Empire. . 1t was 1o
exaggeration to affirm that the fulure of
Australia depended wgpon the efficiency of
it= weans of transportation aud the wise

use of natural outlets. In their bold policy
of trauscontinental railways the L nitoed
States and Cananda had provided a fine
ohject lesson for Australian statesmen to
rmulutu Australia could never Dbe re-
garded ns o self-cont ained Commonwealth
until south was linked up with north, and
easg was opound by ribbons of steel to wesh.

S Australian Railwaya. .

" Of the total public debt of Australial
ore than ene-hall was represented in ity
7,000 miles of railway, by means of which

products were timnsported to home and

oversea markets-and national and private
wealth was multiplied and distributed. The
gailways alone—not to mention other
public  utilities—represented more than |
adequate seourity to Austmlia’s creditors.

The length of Australian lines worked had

steadily increased until the figures for 1913

had reached a total of over 17,000 miles.

Australin . were

63,168,407 in 1913, or nearly dotuble what

'thm were ten - years: ago.  The  total
revenue received from ‘these piblic ser-
vices was  L11,193745  in 1004, and
|£19,854,073 in 1018, Allowi ing fﬂ[’ all

charges there had been a profit each year
on the working of Australian railways since
d903, in which vear the loss had amounted
to  £465,000. The larvest.credit margin
nad ::-een £1 401,789 mri' 911—a year of high
tide in pmduﬂmu and pros mh —but the
profit .had fallen to £404,164 in 1913, on
attount of unfavorable seaszonal in-
Huences,

Nezgleet of Geograpbical Outlets. .

In general terms, it could bhe affirmed
thot. m .iuttrﬂ!m ‘production  had  kept
aiiend of the means of trapsportation. and
thaty trude and commerce had suffered he-
cayse-of the absence of modern  facilities
of carrisge on the one hand, and the con:
gestion of traflic on the other, due to the
crime of contralisation, - The neglect of
Avstralin  repres

senled an enormous  waste.  Australians
nnanimomsEly conenrred in condemning ceny
trulisation, but did nothing to stop the|
waste of eftors and wealth that was going
on. The policy of centrali-ation should be.
ahandon favor of utilising  notural
U"IIIEL-I'.“I

sary havlage: but before that could be ac-
complished thu “Federal sentiment” would
have to be developed from an jllusive
theory into a practical, commonsense, tal-
gible thing. A question that called for
reply was: “Are e, a2 a community, em-
ploving dl':tfi"ftl'.e methods  of tmnﬂpnltn
tion, and paying so much for services that
the profits on our staples depend too liltle
on the actual cost of production, axid “too
largely on the cost of l"nrnum‘!"" If s0, the
producer carvied a heavy burden, traﬂu and
and the loss %o the

community represcnted a waste of national
wenlth,
Carves, Gmdﬂ, and Gauge.

| A constant source of anxiety to
| tralian railway managers and of cost to
producers and traders and consumers were
tha Eﬂﬂfﬂ, mduui and variety of n;m
rinous cies of previous genera
hturnm engineers.  On _a  recentiy-’

Aus-

1
tunﬂruﬂad railway in South Australia t‘hui

first grade redoced the han! capacity o

the enging tu 120 tons. ter a c¢ertain
noint was %‘ the haul nga power wasd
doubled. t involved llﬁbltt-ura of

| two sots of trains avith in

order to make up
wlation to 1
red

whm the heavy g

ome load nt ﬁ:q m;rm‘

|operate in a rveasonable settlemes
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merce would be eon ]'l‘.".ll n‘-"'a"“'f My,
0 the colossal pational *:1 e 5." ;
h_.y l.hu ".*.l.rmt.;. of Kauges, he R AN g
Commissioner of Nouth Auﬂ ff“f ‘.'
dence before a Royal Commuiss sion r‘“ |
that the break of gauge “huy ". i
mare over railway, mmtrulgi 1
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Australia,” and tlm enernl

 described it ax g lﬁ!l‘ﬂa and 7"1.:.
Railway officials, k'mil] alors, tradere  an
the  people  generally eouﬂun r*
hvﬁtem, but . the unanimity
lie opinion made for nnt]:u b “‘1
0 stendily amumulnmlg ltm -ﬂﬂ"'?“nq" o

o issucs involved were tromer lows s
their consequences,  The official extimat
of conve rtmg the 4 ft. 8 .m Hnm ;?]*. i

Soirth Wales to a gauge of b ft.

cluding alteration to rolling
£4,260,000 in 1807, In 1013 the sam
would have cost £19 310,000, or nearly §
times ax much! Al the 5 ft. 4 j il
lines in Vietorin and South Aus lia

have been changed to a m:&
in. in 1807 for an Ellmlldllllﬁ!qf 22,360,000 :
to-dny the cost wonld he .I:-r.mm. The
longer this national work was e
greater would be the ultimate o

Rivers as Highways of

In the AMurray Australians

of the largest rivers in the wnrld -lnﬂ.
its tributaries, lthr. lii_ﬂgﬁﬂt inland
| way system in King Georgels Ilqm:m‘ iona!
It wax not creditable tﬂnﬂnﬁu ' 'ﬂ
navigable streams of  such  magnitud
should  have been meglected for so
years.  Navigation on rivers could uut
destroyed without abro rating the Feden
Constitution, and the auqmumfndth *0-
varnment had given mroof of & des Ty
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riparian rights as affecting three

Eﬁ_

the Union,  The basin of the Rt\ntgr
ray and its tributaries com {1
square miles, “an area mihlﬂ
| France and a little more than m
arca of the Ohio River basin i
States,:  The length of the Murray
tween Albury and’ the mﬂuth 'mjn 1% |
{ miles . while ‘the pavigable lengths
principal  tributaries—the Mu
and the Darling—were 1,180 “miles l.nd'.
miles resnec tively—a total na le  (
tn’;zﬂ of 3,2 }"tnulee!f t.hIt Wwas este
part of ‘a solution o ep
of transportation, that there Eloll,lﬂ
created a broad, liberal,
in favor of improviog the nntuml ﬂlﬁ"
‘ways of this country, - s 1
The qukmi of the "x[umj' ﬂ;ﬁ
bripging together of the river bolh
oversea steamers would mean a AViD

in the carringe of wheat, Wﬂﬂl, other
riverine |]rm:ﬁl{:f: An eqn ﬂoﬁ.‘lﬂi
consideration was that I]arlmg River nnol_

would not be leit in the _
for sometimes fwo  Years, :m'mg t? low

rivers preventing transit’ markets. .
Experience in. America and Eurnmr had |

shown taat the: most economic ttl‘l!-ﬁiﬂ*f
tation was only secured h_r maintumhl,
railways and rnivers at highest point
‘of efficiency in order that ful pdvantage

could be taken of geographical outlets.

In seyeral Continental . countries |
owned raillwayvs were forbidden ta-quote
brates as low as river and canal
In Australia, Enrennnﬁnh -rmjmlrl
*hcﬂr—-tm:ﬂu ~to destroy the” ;
Vahie oF natural, “ater?mr,l! 'I'h&

of other cc-l:mﬂatnf E’?g‘ﬂ ﬂ::t Eg;
were owne yv. the ly "ﬁl

public utilities existed for the pul:'nﬂ'!ﬂ
of facilitating trade, nat. mnnﬁn d
then penalising it. #m ﬂ

|
in Auﬁtralm was the l
‘railways, and with few a::uaptmns thﬂm

State agencies had acted in restraint of
Itrad:, f:fﬂ thnrufum hnd n ted har 1”
ful monopolies, wherever th h o,

the river ﬂyntﬂn It ha ﬂ

Imty in United $tam Hﬂ :
gfh:ﬁntrn p‘rivlt-& f i
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wem m t yet hﬂ# ,q 3
| Austral :a. nravﬂn ﬁi ge!i i I’l-
patural  waterways, "'lrhtl An

| should continue ﬂu!ﬁn natinm I ¥
of frade. Australiape

{to pledge the nation a.t
tent of £mmmm
17,000 miles uf railway-—t hb
keep of which meant an enor
In They were proud ﬂf
p I’nhmm:* but ﬂte iamn pmp
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