MR. MEREDITH ATKINSON'S
APPOINTMENT.

Alr. Meredith Atkinson, M.A., who ar
dved by the Orsova to fill the newly-made
ippointment  of Director of  Tutorianl
. Masses in the University of Sydney, is de-
xmbed by @ Sydney "“Sun” man, w'lm:
fravelled with him from England, as “an
extremely interesting personality.” Thirty
years of age, he looks no more than
bwenty-five; very slightly bult, he pos-
jesscs an cnormous fund of ercrgy; own-
lng distinctly an aristocratic type of fca—
tures and of a delicately refined beaving,
' he is the son of a working-man; severely
Pritish in sentiment, and a member of
bigh soqal circles, he is yet a man of pro-
claimed Labor sympathies '
. Such is the man who has been ap-
pointed by the New South Wales Govern-
ment to make hizher education in all 1its
forms available to the working man. A
raduate of Oxford University, where he
‘qained the highest distinction on the sub-

lect of economics, holding the positions of
sxtension lecturer to Oxiord and lecturer
o tutorial classes under the Umversity ot
Durham, he is well qualified for the task
before him.

“Any explanation of the movement
shead of me” sid Mr. Atkinson, “must
pocessarily be prefaced by a review of the
history ‘of the Workers’ Edueational As-
socintion of Englaind. That association was
inaugurated in 1903, and its progress may

be judged by the fnot that it now includes |

over 2,000 trande unions and educational
sodeties, besides having many thousands

of individusl miembers of all parties and
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ereede. The object of the associztion 1s to
bring within the reach of the working
classes the higher cdueation which has
bitherto been te privilege of the few. It
1ims to enlighten, mot to persuade, men
ilong one part.ieui::r line of thought. It

sot only tolerates differences of opinion, |

but welcomes and respects them.  The
W.E.A. is established on sound, practical
ines. It seeks first to arouse the workers
0 a desire for higher education, and then
o orgamise an_ cducational supply which
neets their needa. It possesses in England
prer 160 branches, which annually arvange
‘or severnl hundreds of courses of lectures.
it has estahlished over 140 tutorial classes,
attended by more than 3,000 students for
three years.
to meet the needs of working women and
rural workers, and last year it is estimated
that 50.000 working men and women at-

tended the classes and lectures. The ulti- |
mate aim of the association is that the uni- |

versities should be made as accessible to
th‘e r as to the rich.

for attracting workers to the lure of edu-
mhﬂn} m
o s, &¢., t ity
upivermity tutorial class, consisting of
. mbout 30 students taught by a tutor sent
down by one of the nmversities. The class
meets one night a week for 24 weeks in
the winter, &IE tutor gives a tecture for
an bour and then the second hour is open
 for the students to fire questions at the
« tutor and carry on discussions on any
points eopnected with the subject. - One
b3 dr'eryyfaﬂm:h't is demanded of the
students. You may be surprised to learn
_that in England there is quite a large pro
0 og these which are up to a stan-
. B 2 saon wamier
| e Cins sumimer
schools are held at several universities, and
already & number of students have actoally
‘ent Oxford or Cambridge.'”
- AMr, Atkin as is generally

ann, known,

: a1k e atly to the credit
| ; Government,’

It has formed special classes |

association adopts varions methods

as stody cireles, lecture |
but its chief activity is the

wes his nppui?tﬁenti. to dthﬂ re&mt ?isiii
Australia o e ounder and genora
&;&m movement, Mr, Albert

feal greatly encouraged, T constder that
Australis bas very much to be proud of,

and of nothing s0o much as the wav in
which all partics have assisted in levelling
the ranks of mankind and in making the
people a people truly worthy or the raece
to which they belong. Although I have
not yet had an opportunity of forming any
personal impressions of Australians, 1
accept it as a matter of common knowledge
that the masses in this country helong
to a much higher plane than they do in
Great Britain, not because of any better
stamina, but hecause they have developed
their manhood to a degree which unfor-
tunately cannot yet be atrained in Eng-
land. I am not here to discuss politics—
n' fact I propose to leave politics strictly
alone—but I might be pardoned for re-
marking that whatever may be the merits
or otherwise of the Labm Party in Aus-
tralia, they are to be complimented upon
their efforts to promote higher edueation
among the masses, f course, T do not
nean to say that such a movement would
not in any case have been evolved in &
new country like Aunstralin, What T wish
to make clear is that it is a splendid sign
when the workevs throngh thelr month-
rmnm_: are evidencing such a keen desire for
carmng. I therefore feel that the seeds
which I have come to sow will fall on
very fertile soil. I «hall not rest con-*
tent till the day when the movement I
vepresent shall have taken a grip on the
whole of the Commonwealth. OF course '
officially T am on the staff of the Sydnev
Umversity, bug my work will not by
limited to any one State and T will. I heo

lieve, have an opportunity of pushing the !

novement in every part of the Common-
wealth, till each State will require a simi-
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‘A STAR OF SCIENCE."”
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MELBOURNE, March 30. .

At the invitation of the Lord Mayor (Cr.

Hennessey), a larze number of citizens as- |

sembled at the town hall to-day o publicly
welcome Dr. Mawson. The Prime Minis-
ter (Mr.'Cook), in supportiny the ioast of
the health and prosperity of Dr. Mawsen,

Capt. Davies, and the members of the |l

expedition, congratulated Dr. Mawson and

his parly upon that display of pluck and |,
(A |l
v |l

courage wheeh they called British.
plause.)  They in Australia c.uid sure
be fargiven if they

lin in this expedition. Dr. Mawson had
won Lis way, even while a young man,
into the hierarchy oif she world's great
men.
He (Mr. Cook) believed that when the
stcry of the expedition came to be closely

told it would be found that Dr. Mawson |

had served Australia vw' well indeed.
The Premier (Mr. Watt), who also
supported the toast, said he believed that
the achievements of the expedition would
bencfit scicuce more. than any other pre-
¥ious exploration yveniure, either antarctic
or .arctic. ~ He boped that no financial
barrier. would .%mmnt the completion of
the work of t _
Mawson contemplated. If any such dith-
E:Er threatened it would be the duty of

e people of Australia to ln:gn the bur-|.

the

of t worries from ulders of |
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~ the cost had not yet been. worked out.
~+ There would, huwﬁer, be S 000
ures
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and the earmings of a popular
mi uit_'ht_hu utﬁﬁttpn.
ments is pu on were
 purpose of his visit to London,
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e took and expressed ||
pride in the achievement of young Augtra- |

He was one of the stars of science. |

i1s expedition which ﬂr.r‘r

volume on |
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;ﬁ THE MAN AND HIS JOURN

{By Sir Ernest Shackleton, fn trar N

Daily Muil] 85"

Fully to estimate the wor .- !r .

expedition a persons " knowl

?u[: the {nn{}l and the :u tions under wh

worked 38 a great asset. Mawson wis!
born te be a leader of a polar expaditio

|
litior
That be was the man to do such work I
know wcll, for on mruﬁ ml*‘-
en rccte for the antarctic, he boarded (ha
ehip, ardently desirous of accompanying

MDA Lr'.ﬁ'r"'__"
A tvpical Avatralian fn.
ugpenrrrqe—thnugh hgn is "'1“:;'*’*“7—
shire origin—he has every quality to make
hitn a greac Jeader. 3 one o 1
brilliant of th
gists and mineralogists,
to me he held an im st i1
laide University. ith his
knowledge he combined the desire
bility, and strength for m:hlo{p‘
It i known to the world that he
of the %u'tg that reached
Mount Erebus, that great activ
over 13,000 ft. high.
party of three that reached the sot
netic pole for the first time and
tnere the Union Jack. He 3y
server who located _the spot wi
ments, Now the sofdth has |
' Over 2,000 files’ of“hitl
known coastline he has now m
journeys have been made into the g
of that great frozen continént. R0bserya.
tions have been taken undéntimigense
hard conditions of great scMmbibe® impor:
tance; observations teo thishve notable
significance for the cconomic world.

—The Economic Answer—

e N

He is the first man to use wireless in-
stallation in the antarctic, and he has de-
monstrated ‘both the feasibility of such
modern methods and their utility in ?}h}he
world of every day. Throughout the whole
cxpedition we read that almodt daily mes-
sages were transmitted direct to Australia
warning the Government Meteorological
Office of the approach of those southerly
gales that destroy shipping and ruin erope.
Thus the man searching for mere cconomi
reasons for polar work such s this has
Lis apnswer. The discovery of the ltgg
af the continental al:_alf_niﬂ.-_gh;ﬁm__' ht
on many- oceanographic mysteries. Indeed,
science has evervthing to be grateful for
in Dr. Mawson’s achievement, and nothing
in which to find disappeintment. From
the scientific side the expedition has been
eminently successful. From its sentimental
side—I use the word advisedly and not in
the meaning to which it has been debdase
to-day—it las been equally remarkable.
Sentiment and science have $o fﬂﬁd
hand in hand. Tt will be a sorry day swhea

they are divorced. ;
—A Vision of the Disaster—

The outstanding feature of Mawson's in-
land journeys has been: that tragic march
in which tiwo lives were lost. It has beenj
a march that has shown once more to the
world that men ure capable of enduri
and working agninst dﬂperatqpﬂiﬂ_ 'l'f!'ihl
out a thought of surrender. As I wrte 1
can vieualize that endless white unduiating
plateau, windswept and <old cven in ﬂ!ﬁ
height of summer. The little party of
three is steadily jworking eouth to  see
what lay be _their horizon, I can fecl |
their relief at having apparently come out
from the treacherous maze of crevasses—
some of unplumbed depth. And then there
comes the sudden change from relief to
the shock of disaster. But no one
realize what Maweon's feelings must have
been when he looked back and instead of
gecing his pf’in'ﬁiﬂ:’il ﬂ]ﬂdﬂﬁ-‘_‘ ﬂﬂWt“ 1
companion following sturdily b Hﬁgﬂj‘
nothing but an empty white expanse! And
looked down into the yawning cavern in
which he could just see the moaning GOg
far = below and knew | that 3&
a much greater depth hy‘
only his trusty comrade, buf, :
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