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" Plans for Adelaide.

—r—

Active preparations are being made for {
the great meetings of the British Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science, which H
will be held in Australia in August. Many
of the world’s most brilliant scientists will
make the trip to the Commonwealth from
Ej-nglnnd, Europe, and America. Applica-
ths for inclusion in the party numbered
450, too many for the association to pro-
perly deal with, and a reduction of would-
be tourists had to be made. The total at
present stands at 370, but this number will |
also be redoced if possible. There will be
about 40 representatives of European ano
American countries. The Organizing Sesre-
Fnr}' for the meelings (Dr. A C. D. Rivett)
+ 38 now in Adelaide. He has joust returned
from England, where he consulted with offi- |
cers of the Brtish Association regarding
details of the tour. Diseussing the forth-

coming meetings with a reporter on Friday, |

Dr. Rivett gave interesting facts, whicn
are caleulated to convey a good idea of its
m::gurtnnce, both in the interests of science
and by reason of the advertisement of Aus
tralia that will be involved.

—Meetings in August.—

“It is surprising,” remarked Dr. Rivett,
“that so many prominent men are able to
give so much time to travelling toe great
distance to this country. It speaks well for |/
the growing interest in Australia and Aus
tralian affairs that so many of the most
eminent men of the universities of the
British Isles have expressed their desire to
make the trip. It would be invidions to
mention individuals, The complete list of
those scientists coming will be made avail
nble to the press in a few days. One can-
not but fcel
the high standing of our proposed visitors.”
Dr Rivett added that a small pacty ol
" about 70 scientists will spend a week In
Western Australia from July 28 to Augnst
. 4. Then they will join the main party,
and all will come on to Adelaide on August
8. The new Aberdeen liner Euripides and
the Orient mailboat will probably convey
most of the party, as are doe to arrive
on the same day. Other members of the
association will come from the east vy
America. The visitors will remain in Ade-
laide until ‘August 12,

—Valuable Addresses.—

The programme arranged for them in this
city includes receptions and other social
functions, but chief Importance attaches
to three main gatherings. « The first of
these occngions will embrace the delivery
of an address by the retiring President (Six
Oliver Lodge), whose name n no intro-
duction. Kor a second similar assembly o
Jecturer has not yet been appointed. ‘Lhie
original selection of Professor G. C. Bourhe,
of Oxford, has had_to lupse, owing T:Y -
certamty whether he can leave Ingland.
The third biz meeting will bave to do with
the sectional activities of the association.
For the purposes of its distinctly scientifio
work the association will be divided into
various sections. At the first meeting at
Vork in 1831 the association met as o single

dy. “The day of gpecialism has altered
that,” remarked Dr Rivett. ‘“The physicst
is seldom comfortable now listening to @
technical discourse on rust in wheat, nor 18
the botanist or the zoologist the most in-
terested possible listener to a discourse on
geodetic triangulation. Section A will deal
with physical and mathematical science; B |
with chemistry; € with t!pln%'; D wi
zoology; I ‘W]t'!'l peography q*:th, eeos
pomics and statistics; G with enginecring;
H with anthropology: I with physiol
X with botany; Liwith educational sciences |
and M with agriculture. Each section will
have N?P"rhqﬂiﬂmt.- who will inaugurate the
work of the section with an addresa on th
present position of b “mlt&n articularly

i

of that departiment of it in which he I8 par-
ticularly interested, The sections will not
all meet in Adelaide, but two Presidentic
addresses will be g B0
thought has been @ '

tha two sub

the greatest gratification at |

=—Gomplinients fo South Avstralia.—
Dr. Rivell e

expressed his opinion that the

two subicets mentioned represented a

happy choice for two reasons.

was that the
Sir Charles

minions
who was the first to suggest

The ﬂr::
conveyed a compliment
ucas (ﬁte head of the Do-

Department of the Colonial Office)
this meeting,

»

and should therefore be heard at the first
contre. The second reason was that the
subjects involved a compliment to Ade-

Jaide,

heeause of the magnificent contribn-

tions to geographical work which have been

made recently by Dr. Mawson.

garded as

It is re-
unfortunate that Dr. Mawson

cannot be present in Adelaide at the time.

Tis gencrosity in postponing his fi

lic statement of

ret pub-
the scientific result of his

magnificent expedition will make this as-
sotiation meeting a notable one, and will
give its scientific work a marked Australian

character. Dr. Rivett added:—"1t was an/

Australian expeodition, and one cannot 1ail

- to appreciate Dr

Maw=on's generous Te-

solve, for it entzils some sacrifice to make

the announcement of its resul
smpoertant.  a  feature of the

ults so
dis-

tinctly Australian _ contributions.  One

One wishes Dr. Mawson's
could be made in Adelaide.

contribution
Other things

 being equal, of course it shounld be. No

one questions that,

But Dr. Mawson's timé

in Fngland is &0 limited, that it would be
talse Jandness to urge him to cub 1t gshort
in order to be in this ¢ty 1n the second

week i Aungust.

The fortnizht he gains

b tponing his papers until the Sydney
ms::':gil:?sf s very important for him, thoug!

a misfortune for Adelaide.

Nevertheless,

one may trust Sir Charles Lucas in his
personal address to make very decided al-
losion to what, in the words spoken to me

by Dr. Bruce, of the famous Scobttish Ant

-

arctic Fxpedition, ig the most valuable

piece of work ever carried oub in Antarc.
tica. That the address on “Agriculture’

¥

ghould bo given in South Australia is ob-

wiously most appronriate.

It will be given

av. Mr. A, 1. Hall, M.A,, T.R.S., Iate Direc-
Ec:fr of ‘the Rothamsted Agricultural Siation,
and now o Commissioner under the De-

velopment Act. _ad
pected io arouse much interest and
ment.  In addition,

The address may be ex-
com-
a Jecturer has been

placed at the disposal of the Workers’ Edu.
cational Association for onc evemng. The

arrangements for this mechng are entirely.
$n the hands of the organization mentioned,

] tic Seeretary (Mr. T. Ryan).
SN N e Preaident of the

d etatistics section) will de

Professor Gonuer, M.A. (
eronomics an a
liver ’l._hr: lecture.’

—Terms of Membership.—

In the course of further remarks, Dr.
Rivett said all the moneys which the as-
_ iptions were
devoted to the promotion of scientific re-

gociation received in  eu

search, He did not doubt that the associa-
iHon would take up some Australian prob-
lems during the visit to the Commonwealth
and support work in connection with them,
‘No money received in subscriplions was
ever spent on the annual meetings, the ex-
t!I-@nﬁas of which were always borne. locally.
The Orpganizing Secrctary

“Probably no better value is ever given for

money than that which the British Asso-|

ciation returns for its subseriptions in the
shape of the results of scientific research
upon national problems. To enable. this t9
be done, however, a large membership is
essential, and the association, while it has

a fixed members’ list, relies coneiderably |
apon secnring @ high lecal membership fo- |

the year during which the particular mee
ings take place, Usna
meeting the association has from 600 to
9,500 local members. For the Adelaide
meetings apecial terms have been arranged.
+Full members who attend only in Adelaide
may join for £1 and -u?eam for 10/,
The difference between the two is that
members

report, which gives a complete account ol

scientific papers read and the addresses
ven.
m:'n_enh in Adelaide. Professors E. C. Stir
ling and
e Gill, 1.8.0,, is the Hon
enquiries, g - «» 18 1O Ll
orary Treasurer. Among the Vice-Prai
i ey e Mn}luiﬁ i the s
ey E_E__m s i
‘of the University., The arran

-

continued:—|

Usnally at an English |

have certain additional privileges, |
of which the most important is the right |
to receive free of cost the large annual |
the meetings and includes reports of the|
hope there will be a large enrol:

d Kerr Grant are in full charge of |
L2 wummﬁ

proceeding rapidiy now. The Ge
18 giving generons o U1}
Handbook: containing. sriidles by "exye
which will be a fine advertizement for
State, The work of editi TR

been generously granted by the Govern- |
me;r to the assocation. Iaﬂlﬁ Tuest= |
of the body in this connection have hat
to be increased. “No one contemplated !
thnfrthe Aunstralian visit would be so ¥
lar,” exclaimed Dr. Rivett. “You
rememboer that only 150 of the visitors
receive any contribution to their ov 1
expenses, and that 225 are paying their
|own ocean travelling bills greatly |
to be hoped that the Governments of the
States will see their way to offer the hosni
tality of the railways to the whale party
without distinction. South Africa did it
in 1905 for a_party of 380. Precedent is not
everything, but to overlook it makes ecome
parisons possible, which we, as Australians, |
de not wish to bear. However, these mats
ters are to be considered at the fortheom-
ing Premiers’ Conference. 'We cannot pro-
vide yprivate hospitality, in the different
capitals for all the visitors, nor 15 it neces-
sary to do so, but we hope to do it fan|
300. A committer bas been energeticall
at work in Adelaide for some time pecking|
the necessary provision. The arrangemen® |
of excursions in South Awusiralia will he
left to a subcommittee under the direction |
of Mr. Angas Parsons. M-P. As our vigi-
tors will come to see the country, the work:
of Mr, Parsons is important. Apart from
excursions over comparatively shoft dis-
tances, trips to Port Pirie and Broken Hill
will be arranged jor a party of experts on |
mining, geology, and chemistry.  These
visiis have been made possible through the
| generosity of Mr. G. D. Delprat, of the
Pmk.m Hill Mining Mapagers' Assogia-
on.” :




