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APPROACHING AUSTRALIAN wﬁm‘
GREAT ENTHUSTASM.

‘would Tespo e, amongst other
_thir;ﬁia, for the inauguration of the work
of the seotion, and would five an address
to his section on the present position of
‘the particnlar branch of scence repre-

importartt of which was that they
ﬁuppﬁod. free of o« with the nn
reports, which contained a complete recotd
of the meetings, 1 : scientific

e

d A pood deal of interest has boex
‘lwal:_encd both in the United Kingdom
ll.nd m Australia in the approaching visit
| of members of the British Association for
the Advancement, of Science, which body
¥S B0Ing to hold its annual meetings 10
Iﬁﬂatrﬂlla 'Lhis year. Dr. A. C. D. Rivett,
rhe organising secretary, who has returmed

from a visit he has paid to Great Britain

i connection with the enterprise, i& at

chat with

tisar’ d representative of “The Adver-

on ¥riday he gave some

party.
He mentioned that he had just returmed

months in making arrangements

_ . s at the
I‘ma@quarﬁerﬁ ot the ma?n’.ar.inn and mr:~
sulting with the local officers at the VATIOUs

Jected tour of members to Australin A
good deal of detail work had to be at-
tended to, and he had besn much Impreased
wih the amount of interest which had been
'@-rentml. in Great Britain in the matter,
There had been 450 applications for inclu.
Sion in the party. It was felt that this
nunﬂ)er was too large, and that it would
be difficult to handle so many. The num-
ber had accordingly been reduced to 870,
and further reductions wonld probably he

made, It was surprig that so0 many
vance of science

persons interested in the
could spare the time to make the trip to
Austraha, it it  spoke swell for the
thoroughgoing interest which was now
being taken in the old land in Australia
and Australian affairs,

Ihstinguished Scientists.

Dr. Rivett said, in reply to a qnestion
that it would be invidious to meﬂticrn in-
dividual names, but in the list of vimting
members were many of the most eminent
scientific men and distinguished university
roiessors of the British Isles. A complete
hst of the names would be made available
in a few days, and when it was published
he thought therc would be general grati-
fication that such a brilliant party of viai-
tors would ba in Australia at one tine.

Movementa of the Party.
A small band of about 70 would spend a

to August 4. They wonld join a larger

Euripides. e Orient Company’s steamer
would probably convey a good many of the
party, while some would come via Ame-
rica. It had been arranged that the visi-
tors should remain in Adelaide till Aungust
12, and a full programme was being pre-
pared for the filling in of the time. In
addition to receptions and other social
functions the association would meet offi-
aally on three main ocoasions. The first
of these would be when the address of
the retiring president (Sir Oliver Lodge)
was dehvered. -
Scientific Sections,

The associntion would be divided into
twelve sections for the purpose of ils
distinctly scientific work. This indicated
how the organisation had developed, as
&t its first meeting in York in 1831 it met
as a single body. Sioce then, however,
the day of apecialieation had appeared.
The physicist of the present fime, for
instance, would seldom feel comfortable
in listening to a technical discussion on
riust in wheat, nor would the botanist be
likely to be panticularly interested in an
iddress on geodetie triangulation. Tt waa
found beneficial to divide the work of
such an organisation ns the British Asso-
‘cmtion for the Advancement of Scicnce
into seotions dealing with the wvarious
branches of knowledge and research in
‘which membera were erticulnﬂv inte-
‘rested.  The twelve sections which would
hold meetings in_ Australia. would be:—
Seetion A, which would deal with physi-

week in Western Australia from July 28|

| contingent which expectod to reach Ade-
laide on Au%:t 8 hy the Aberdeen liner

present in Adelaide, and in the course of a

‘ : : articulara
respecting  the rortheoming T-iai!: of the

irom England, where he had epent some

centres on matters conneeted with the pro- |

E

sented by that body.  These sections
wonld not all meet in Adelaide, but two

principal addresses were to be given, one |
agricul- |

nn.geofrranhr and the other on
ture. “‘The former,” maid the doctor, “is
particularly happy, for two reasons. In
the first place it may be regarded as a
compliment #o Sir Charles Lucas, for-
merly head of the Dominmions Demrtmcn%
in the Colonial Office, who first sueceste
the possibility of holding an Australian
conference, and who eonfequently should
be the first member of the association to
be publicly heard in the Commonwealth
in an official scientific address at the first
centre in which the association holds its
meetings. The second reason is tbat it is
appropriate that this compliment shouid
be paid to Adelaide becanse of the con-
apicuons contribolion made to geograpin-
cal knowledge by Dr. Mawson, who un-
fartunately will not be able to be present
on the occamon of Sir Charles Lucas’ ad-

dress.”’
Dr. Mawson's Expedition.

Dr. Rivett 18 of opinion that Dr. Maw-
son 16 acting in a decidedly generous
gpirit in postponing hig first. public state-
ment. on the scjentific results of s ex-
pedition until the meetings of the British
Astocintion for the Advancement of
Seience in Australia. “The statement wall
make the meeting a notable one,” he sid,
“and will give to s secientific work a
marked Australian character. His was an
Australian expedition, and I cannot fail
to appreciate Dr. Mawson’s generoas con-
duct in the sacrifice he is making in post-

ning the announcement of the resulis.
Naturally we wish that so important a con-
‘tribution conld have been made in Ade-
laide in these special arcumstances. But
Dr. Mawuon's time in England 1= so

Jimited in any event that it would be a

false lundnoess to urge him to cut if still
shorter, so as to be able to be here doring
the first week in August. The fortnight he
will gain by delaying his statement till
the Sydney gathering will be of great im-
portance to  him, though the neces |
sty for this step being taken will . be a

misfortune for Adelaide. Still we may |
hope that Sir Charles Tacas wall in  his
address make apprecative allusions to
what Dr. W. E.r?;rute, the leader of the |
famous Scottish Natiomai Antarctic fox-
pedition of 19024, in spealang to me suid
‘is the most valuable pieca of work ever |
‘carried oul in Antarcuien.” Me was, af

roorse. gpeaking of the work done by the |

Mawson expedition.
Some  Addresees,
‘“That the address on agreulture shoald
be given in Adelaide scems to  be most

opportune. It will be given hy Mr. A. B,
?Fﬂi. M.A., F.RS, who mmtil recently |

1
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wna director of the Rothamsted E:ﬂqu- L,

mental Station, and now a commissioner
under the Development Act. Such a paper
ahould come at an carly stage of the meet-
ings, for it will nnquestionably arouse much
interest, and it cannot fail to be useful
to a large section of the e of Aus-
tralin. In addition to thie a lecturer has
been placed at the disposal of the Wor
kers' Fducational Assocation.’” Professor
.. G. K. Gonner, professor of cconomic
oience at the Iaverpool University, is
to be ident of the ecopomic section,
and will deliver an address.

Finance and Werk.

Dr. Rivett maid he wanted to point out

i

that all the money received in subscriptions

was d

reseanrch.
ciation would take up somo Australian

blems, and would ovganise and support
Nork connected with them. No money paid
as subscriptions wﬁ ever e:tpundat gg in the
annual meet o ese was
hgmzl Imdbﬁg&hhwmw value
waa ever given for money than that which
the British Association for the Advance-
ent of Science returned for ? subscri
tions in the shape of results of menh&
research connected with national pro-
blems. But to epable this to be done a
large membership was necessary, and whils

to the promotion of scientific
He did not doubt that the asso-

| presidents it is expectad that the Gover-

pdgera read and addresses given.
rofessors Stirling and Grant are
to be in full nhl.rﬂuf the local arcang*-
ments, while Mr. Thomas Gill, 18.0., wil
act as treasurer. Amongst the

Tice-
nor, the Premier, the Mayor of Adelude,
and the Chancellor of the Adelaide Unives
sty will be inclhided. '
Dr, Rivett said the ] arrangements
were progressing rapidly, and the Govern:
ment were giviDg generous snpport. =\
handbook wus to be issued contaiming &rti-
cles by experts, which ought {0 prove &
splendid adverisement to the State. It
was being prepared by the Hon. D. J. Gor-
don and Mr, V. H. Ryan. The Govern-
ment were granting certain railway facili-
ties. -
Entertaiming the Visttors.

Dr. Rivett expressed surprise that the
visit had p g0 popular amo acien-
tific people in England. Tt had to be
borne in mind that only 150 of the memt

hers were receving any assistance OW
their oversens expenses, 225 of the pa
vayving their own ocean travelling bills.
Te hoped that the Government would see
hefr way to offer the hospitality of the
ailways 4o the whole party without dis-
im-r.i-:m.f In South J}f%n th::F.:h WHS d&n:
n 1005 for a party 380, e matte
rould be considered at the
orthcoming Premiers’ Conference. It had

ot been found possible to provide private

ospitality for tne whole party in the dif- |

erent itals, but it was not mecessary
o do ;ﬂm He hoped, however, that 300
voukl be provided for in this way. A
ommittee had been energetically at work
n Adelaide in the matter, which was in
he best possible hands—those of his Ex-
olency  tha ILieutemant-Governor (Sir
famucl Way). Mr. Angas Parsons, M.P.,
ind a_sob-committee were dealing with
he arrangements for excursions. - As
vas proposed t-oﬁire the wisitors an oppor-
unity of seeing the country this work was
if very great mmportance. - tmp to
3roken Hill and Port Pirie had been made
yossible for a number of experis in geology,
nining, and chemistry by the generosty
f Mr. G. D. Delprat and the Broken Hill
\line Managers' tion.
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