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WELL WITH THE CHILD?"

THE EDUCATION OF SOUTH AUSTRAL'AN CHILOREN |

WHAT LED THE COMMISSION TO MAKE ITS RECOMMENDATIONS.

{

“The Education Commission” was ‘he,
subject of an address delivered by Mr.
T. an befors members of the ind-
marsh U.L.P. Educational League yes-
terday afternoon. Mr. Ryan said:—

“Quite in keeping with the day and
| the occasion of our gathering is a text
which I wish to submit from IL Kings
fourth chapter and 26th verse, in which
we read, ‘Is it well with the child?" And
she (his mother) answered, ‘It is well.’
This enquiry, although nearly 2000 years
old, is still exercising the minds and at-
tantion of the world's wisest and best.
‘And an attempt has been made, even
if only an attempt, to give an answer.
This has generallv been in the way of
educational legislation, and it is a tri-
bute to the progressive spirit of our
people that our educational laws and

!

L

Acts are more often found in the
crucibler than those governing any:
lof the great departmenis of lfe.
In our own State members of the com-
mission found many gaps and needs, the
| first I think being the need of a national
conception ‘of education, and the re-
cognition that there can be no national
svstemn of education unless it be one
which will be for reducing the nuinbeors
' of our children and our people who are
'on the bottom rungs of the ladder, and
‘one in which the higher advantages and
‘best prizes will be determined by the
‘efficiency of the child rather than the
purchasing power of the parent, and this
can only be possible where there is a
complete system of co-ordination nght
along the educational line. Of course We
were quickly impressed with the fact that
this would mean expenditure, and ihat
we in South Australia must be prepared
to spend as much per head as our neigh-
bors; in fact, more, owing to the sparse-
ness of our population and the indisput-
able fact that for years and years 1t
has been, a State policy to eliminate or
strangle private scholastic institutions

rather than co-operate with them, as is
done in almost all the other States, The
firures of expenditure do not describe

ever, as follow :—

1912.
H-S.‘V. vit'... Qld- Su‘h; w-:&. 4
19.74 17-1 17-3 13-9 2

‘“Then in other States a good deal more
is done in providing school materials,
“We found that much of the work in
the primary schools was carried on under
gnch conditions as could not make for

in full onr backwardness; they are, how |

Actual Cost per Head of Population for|

the welfare of the children. We found
many cases where, instead of teachers hav-
ing clssses of from 30 to 40 scholars, there
were 70, 80, and 80, and those in crowded
| rooms where the sanitary arrangements
wers simply vile, such a thing as a com-
'mon room for students and teachers be-
ing practically unknown, and not one
single school in the whole of South Aus-
tralia with the facilities of a swimming

bath—one of the essentials of successful
education. We realised that these con-
ditions were not well for the child, and
so we recommended an alleration, mak-
ing 50 children the maximum number
for any male teacher to instruct and 40
for female teachers. |
“*We readily recognised the great need
of kindergartéen work and appreciatec
the voluntary efforts which had been
made by those managing the free kinder-
garten, and recommended a yearly grant
to those people so employed. ' =
“Wa were further brought face to face
with the great need of medical inspection
f ad medical supervision. ‘We bad ample
mnmﬂnn that q‘?&dlr htac:i s;ﬁiugl
conld only produce deformed an -
ciently equipped children. None of these
F'mdin_q;u could be considered as being
wall for the child, and so the recom:
- tion was instantly made for the ap-
mt of a medical inspector and
' _only one:doctor and one
itnted, but the doc-
ay up 'to the date that
. 1 her that she has
Jarge number of children,
23 to 24 per cent. of the
g (rom defects un-

| o™
| dren were protected from competition: for

Wales. has 12 doctors, Victoria three
doctors, Tasmania four doctors, Queens-
lJand eight and.a number of dentists.
There can be no doubt that our medical
staffi will have to be considerably aug-
mented, due regard being given 1o the
dental profession.

“We found that the lavatory accom-
maodation in many of thé schools is 1n-
adequate, that the seats have no backs in
many cases, and the hygienic conditions
of the schools have been utterly neg-
lected; that in man(*[,' schools it was a
soramble for a child to reach a wash-
basin. while dreadful to think of a
school of 500 using six towels which were
changed only onece a week. No wonder
our advoecacy of swimming baths?

"1t is well to remember that at the pre-
sont time there are many thousands of
ohildren who are not covered by the State
primary or secondary gchools. It was a
revelation to find that one-sixth' of the
children of all ages ‘are being educated
in private schools, and any éystem ol
edueation to be adopted in the [uture
cannot afford to ignore, nor have we the
right to ignore, these children or their
parents or their teachers. They must be
part and parcel of a great scheme, and
1t must be admitted that np to the pre-
sent mo section of the community has
greater cause to complain than those
who make themselves responsible for the
up-keep of these schools.  The nysiein
has, in effect, sald to the parenis' ol
South  Australia that ‘Unless you are
prepared to accept every penny spent on
vour education by this State you shall
have none.” Now there are always peo-
ple in the community who will use pri-
vate eduecational institutions at either
{he beginning or ending of their chil-
' 'dren’s educational careers, many people
saying, ‘My child is very young. 1 will
send him to a private school so that he
may become used to school conditions.’
Others, again, will say, ‘Now that my
boy has gone through the splendid prim-
ary schools of the State 1 will let hin
oo to one of the various denominational
colleges for a while.’ And how Nhave
ve dealt with those people? We have
said to them, ‘This State is providing

vearly 48 scholarships, 40 of tnese xoust

attendants, eight of these will not be re-

served for private schools, but private [

schools will be able to compete,' and
the results show that in 1810 49 prizes
were allotted by the State, 48 of which
were won by scholars of our Govern-
ment schools, In 1911 46 were awarded
end 46 were taken by the scholars of our
Government schoeols: In 1912 48 werxe
available and 46 were retained by the
children of State schools, or the State
school children really had the oppor-
tunity of competing for 133 prizes, while
the children attending private schools,
numbering one<ixth of the children of
school-going age were only eligible to
compete for 24, and, [urther, the chil-}

120 of these prizes, while children at-|
tending private schools were protected ir
rone, but were limited in the struggle
for success to the 23 prizes given. The
mistake that has been made, and is be
ing made, by the best iriends of the
education system is that we have al-
lewed cur wvision to be blurred, and we
have looked at this question too in ¢
in the past as to how it will benfit or
affect this State school or that denomina-
tional school  If we would have 1t
well with the child, then let us elimin-
ate the question of schnol and teacher,
and remember the prize belongs to the
child, that it is the centre of interest, that
it is the State’s duly to assist the chil.

dren with ability entirely without regard
_Lthha gchool from which they come or
where they may desire to go. I hayel
always objected out of regacd to the child i
of the worker to this cireumscribing of |
educational prizes, and as a dernocrat 1|
say, because the public funds from which
the scholarships are given are q-pnt.‘ribui
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sxclusively for privata s i"ﬂ‘*“. 2a
guarded from invasion for that number
in proportion to their attendants. =
“This was the only subject upon whisk
the commission did not come to & unanl-
mous decision. 1 cannof help thinking
it Wwas our greatest mista Still it s
a great advance on existing condition
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