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MR. MANSBRIDGE

THE WORKERS® EDUCATI SN ASSOCIATION

ON AUSTRALIA

i

“MARVELLOUS PROGRESS IN EDU CATIONAL ADMINISTRATION."

~ Having only just returned {rom an ex-
tended visit to Australia in connection
with the Workers' Eduncational Assocla-
tion, Mr. Albert Mansbridge has given
gome interesting facts to the London

| ¥I was invited,” he said, *to go to
Australia as a result of the debate held
at the recent congress of universities of
London on the subject of the extsamural
work of the universities, and more par-
ticularly because of the facts that I was
‘able to present to that body as to what
‘had been done by the Workers’ Educa-
' tional Association in providing the work-
ing people of this country with educa-|
tional facilities up to university stand-
ards, My object in accepting the invi-
tation was not only to impart the in-
formation that was needed, but to en-
guire into the educalional organisation
oif the Commonwealth, and generally to
Jearn what I counld of the conditions over-
geas. [ have come back more than ever
‘convineed of the neecessity of  getuing
fthe people in this country thoroughly
anterested in the life of our fellow-citi-
zens of the British Commonwealth f
ever we are to get reasonable co-Opera-
‘tion. The first and most lasiing impres-
sion that I have got from my tour i5 one
that no visitor can help acquiring. It
is an impression of the tremendous con-
structive intelligence possessed by the
Australians and their capacity for initiat-
ing thoroughly sound experiments. It is
difficult to conceive that until Federa.
tion was effected, and even {o some ex-
tent to-day, Australia consists of six dil-
ferent groups round abouf the six capi-
tal cwties. The members of these groups,
fhough to the c¢asual visitor theyv appear
ed almost identical are. in fact, abso-
lntely §iverse, Every problem that arises
has to bo settled to" meet six diiferent
sets of conditions, and tlre fact of the
different gauges on the railways is typi-
cal of the essential vanation. No doubt
the resuit of Federation will be that
thesa differences will tend to disappear.
The appointment of Interstate {}nmmis-r
sioners appealed to me as a most notable
event, and the. Comunissioners struck
me as the most impressive men I met
in the course of my journey. I was lor-
tunate in meeting every section  of
thought in the country. from the organ-
ised workers in Ausiralia, who gave me
& most hearty reception, to the mem-
bers of the various Governments, who

‘Wwere most cordial in their welcome,

Progress in Educational Administration.

‘“T can only express my profound ad-
miration for the marvellous progress
that has been made in educational ad
{ ministration. There seerued to be no-
thing in the experimental stage in Eng:
1and that was not being duplicated in
Australia, with the modifications neces:
| sary for a different environment. For

nstance, in Sydney the Montessori sys-|
| ment. and its adaptation to the ordinary

ited its success not only in promoting

ihe happiness of the classes but in se-
‘curing ecducational efficiency  of the
{ highest order. During the 3

'years the New South
has been making & very serious attempt
cure mtr of educational oppor:|
ad there is now a real way open

e school' in the backblock to the
 aven for the poor child whose
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are determined and the child has rea-
sonable capacity. In Queensland the
school doctor pursues his journeys Ino
the backblocka to the very smallest
groups of school children, and even fol-
fows in the wake of the travelling tea.
oher. 1In fact, throughout Australia edu-
cational administration {8 at a very high
level. and almost withoul exeeption the
administrators are big men not merely
administrators, but educational enthu-
siasts as well. Education fs really a
main plank in politics, and when the
New South Wales Government were oritis
oised on the ground of over-expenditure
they were able confidently to advance
the explanation that the extra ¢.~:~:meh-
ture had gone on education. _\Would
an PBnghsh Goverament, I wonder,
able to put forward such a delencet
_Australlan Universities.

“The six Australian universities are at
present in different stages of flevelop-
ment- . The University of Tasmania,
owing to the enthusiasm of 1ts old gra-
dnates, is obviously entering on a fresh
period of activity. Those in Queens-
land and Westera Australia seemed Lo
me to be rather in the experimental
stage. The unlversities of Adelaide,
Melbourne, and Sydney have a long re:
cord of achievement behind them, and
have now come to a position where by
their own inspiration and by the deve:
loping force of Australia they are ze-
organising themselves to meet new. needs.
At Melbourne for instance, there has
been an exhaustive investigalion and: a
recommendation of far-reaching reforms.
One thing is certain;  They are power-
ful institutions in close touch with the
other universities of the world, and are
pressing forward to a realisation of the
true university ideal. ~As regards the
work with whiech I am specially = con-
cerned, the universities, the workpeople
and the general public rcceived what 1
gaid with enthusiasm. = Since my Visit
tutorial classes have already been started,

and Mr. Meredith Atkinson  has
been appointed to lnok aftoer
them. he New South Wales o
voernment has made a grant of £1000

towards the work, end the Tasmanian Go-.
vernment has granted £500, while I have
been asked to nominate a candidate LU
Sir John McCall to act as tutor in this
sonneection lor the University of  Tas

{mania. : _ 8 L)
“T had, anfortanately, very little time

to spend in Canada, and I gained only
a few general ideas. I found everyon#
in the larga cities anxious tc bhear abon.
educational matters in England, and il
was satizfying to mo to learn that, as a
result of an acconnt that I publishea of
the working of University tutorial classes
a class of the sort has been started 1n
Torantao.

it has been a success. In a period of
108 days I addressed 109 1meetings, andl

¢lasses of young children bhas demon-|p,¢ the satisfaction of leaving behind mme.
b six Workers” Educational Associations in |

Australia. On my return home I find
that the movement in this country 1s
so much so, that in

- threo| gpreading rapidly:
ales ﬂhverﬂtﬁuﬁfphpnglnndgnhgu there arc now 168 bran- |

ches, while the parallel movement in
Scotland is progressing well. There can
be no doubi,” Mr. Marsbridge conclu-
ded, “that'the movement meels a very
genuine demand, and_that it is one that
it gaining the whole-hearted support of

renis have canght the enthusiasm for
ucation.  There “T‘?:'.q-‘ll,-ﬂ"'. HEYA 0L

g
e, il il

“parentalGreater Bri

the workers, both in this country and in
n oversedd.”
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“Looking back on the tour, I feel ihat|
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‘been through
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‘also offers many
swimming, &e..

5 | R k.
Thﬂ' Btﬂﬂkm.Hn B r . Ars -. which 1
|musicsl world, was instituted by thes |
{Mr. George Brookman. It is valuee
| €20 per annum for three rears, an(
competed for on similar lines, as &
|laid down for the Elder Scholarst
{The age limits have been extend
adding two years to the upper 1
specified for the - Scholapshir
which are:—Singing, 17 1o 28; pianoforts
playing. 12 to 20; violin playing, 12 fc
205 organ playing, 12 to 21; wioloncellb,
12 to 20. ‘The suhnlnrahipa shall on
bo offered for competition  AbRe Ane
tralasian students of mmusic, nd shail
entitle the holder to free tuition) in
one principal, and one or more sécon-
dary subjects, which are to be approved
by the directorr The holder shall alsol
be exempt from payment of all fees
in the Associate of Music course except
the fee for the diploma. The &nccess-
ful candidate will upon %his or
her studies forthwith, and will procted
to work for the"diploma. ﬂﬁ ¥
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—— Moo F*".,‘L;i%i. -lI:.:
To the Editor. = ==

Sir—I read with much amusement you "‘.*.1
vreport’ of Mr. Lundie’s little outhurst at
Renmark. As a Umniversity st ~who-
has been up to Renmark for '

=

years, I have some experiénce of
frmt-]gruwmg industry on the ‘M
Mr. Lundie seems te have & me

of ns University hoys, s th
for the compliment. We never W
ourselyves as being formidable before. Mr,
' Lundie remarks that the students are tha
'sons of rich parents, thereby showing
ignorance of Universily matters.
may be so, but the majority g0
Renmark to earn part of f,;@foef
' to supplement their yearly  allowanees,
which in some cases are necessariy Small.
' I'wonder if Mr. Lundie has tried to exisk
con 2/6 per week for tobacco, frain faresy
‘tram fares, &ec. 1f he has, he will per«
haps extend a kttle. sympathy to us
‘Moreover, we boys %3 not. go up %Aae
‘river to any grower. We go up to Iriencs
or growers who have in prévious year
had other students up there, Mr. Lur ©
says “‘the English Johnnie” s lured
picking by promiees of dances, &c., gV
by the growers—which nromises aréne
fuliiled. During the 1 frutb sea
‘the employes on one _
Johnnies and mysclf—enjoyed two pic
panties, one musical evening, and a WHCH,
day picnic, besides several meals at tha
house, all at_ the expense of the DIOCK-
owner. Mr. Lundie goes on to say tlias
‘the student prefers to go to_Renmark on
account of contract -rp!:gg; svhich are pro
valent nearer town mnot being In VORue
at Renmark. I[f Mr. Lundie had eve
the heartrendi

ad
i |

re
the three months before 51-7
he would perhaps see ¥ ‘ar
| t away the '
in the open air as possible. LAE G0
charms, such as Dsbing
For what i§ more pleasans

the river after a d

the:

nearer town. I
than a swim in
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