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SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON'S PLANS.

SELECTING THE STAFF.

(From Our Special Correspondent.)
M London, ¥ebruary ¢, 1014,
.. The whole of the appointments in connee-
tion with the Imperal Trans-Antavetic Ex-
pedition have not yet heen made, and cer
tain appontments in connection therewith
are depending on permission being given by
the Admiralty and the War Ofice. Sir
Ernest Shackleton expects to have a new
ship, which has been built in Norway es-
pecially for use in the Weddell Sen, and !
it has been practically determined that the
Aurora, which s at present engaged in the
Antarctic, shall be the Ross Sea ship. 'I'he
staff chosenm so far are:—Sir  FErnest
Shackleton. head of the expedition, aged
' 39: Mr. Frank Wild, second jn command
and surveyor, 39: Mr. George Marston, ar-
‘tist, in charge of clothing and sledges, 31;
Licutenant AL K. Macntosh, probably
| leader of the Ross Sea denot party, 33: Mr,
A. Chectham, third ofticer on the Wedddel
Sea ship, 36; Captain Orde Lees, Roym
Marines, head of the motor school at Deal,
expert Alpine climber and instroctor in
phy=ical training, who has accepted pending
the decision of the Admiralty, 35; }-ir. Een-
et Joyce, in charge of dogs on Ross Sca
side, 39: and Captain J. K. Davis, in com.
mand of the Weddell Sea ship, 41. For
the scientific staff applications have been
received from several mmembers of the Scott
| expedition, and it 1s practically certain that
a number of his party will go. Applications
have alsg come in from members of Dr.
Mawson's present expedition, and two men
with that explorer in Adelie Land will be
included among the scientific staff. i the
permission of the Admirdlty is obtained,
officers and men from the naval ade of
Scolt’s expedition will constitute the ship’s

stafi on the Ross Sea. .
The Best Age for Polar Work.

From these appointments it will be scen
that Sir Ernest bas.no particular faith in
the old adage “youth will be served” =o
far as Polar exnloration 1 concerned. He,
indeed, bas delivered himself of this opin-
ion—"*1 don’t sav that a man of twentiy-
g§ix or twentyeeven may not have the
physical endurance of older men, but, tak-
g it all round, [ think thirty and onwards
15 the best age.”

Of course, continued Sir Ernest Shackle-
ton, the mo:t valuable men were those of
{)mﬁnqa experience, becanse experience was

he thing in the Anfarctic regions upon
which they relied most. It was in the hittle
things, such as the changing of socks, and
| not having to tell the men that it was best
to stick a spade up in the snow instead of
letting it lie down where a blizzard might
cover it. which contributed to the success
of the whole. The two main factors for an
f ition were men physically and meén-
tally gound, capable of the great strain
which they would have to undergo. $¥eight
and orgamsation came next.

TN The Food Problem.

In discussing the question of food Sir
Ernest said it had been specifically proved
that concentrated foods without bulk were

practically impossible for hard work. 1i|
une muldv ive and march on concentrated |
|'fﬂ-0d threc-fourthe of the problems of polar !
exploration would be solved. It was an|
absalute b ' that they should have
the highest food walue lor tissue-forming
and heat-forming pux:poaégt'i{:ith the' least
| possible useless weight. The most useless
weight that could be carried was waler,
which was largely present in most foods.
Sir Ernest sta that some of the food
supplies had been chosen already, but the
buIE of the food supplics weére -lﬁuif_:r con-
sideration, and there be had the ‘assistance
of the War Office, who had got complete
of every known
8l o that was or |
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. |from scals and penguins, ins, and this can be |

varied By o in amount of frozéen beef
mutt&ﬁ?}&:m ithout this variety of food
scurvy 1s almost certain to appear. X

Polar Risks Greater To-day.

It will no doubt come as a big surprise
(o most people to learn that an Siv Krnesg
Shackleton’s opinion the polar explorer of
fo-day faces even greater risks than s
predecessors with their infinitely inferior
equipment.  'This is Sir Irnest’s summing
wp of the situation:—

“In the older days, with their poorer
equipment, the polar explorer had not such
4 large radius of action to cover; he knew
the limits absolutely of his equipment, and
when he came to the end orf this he was
always in o position whenee he enould work
back to his headquarters; wherecas the
modern polar explorer takes greater rsks,
for he advances much more rapidly and
much farther from hiy bate. And in the
event of anything happéning to his equip-
mext, ‘his chances of returning safely are
not so great. Briefly put, the poinf is
this—you 2o to .your limit in the modern
method, and then youn come down to the
human draught animal, and have the same
discomforts, hardships, and dangers as ob-
tainéd in the carlier days.  Where we
gain  an increased comlort, winch is only
recognised us meamng increased efficiency,
14 1 the cooking, In early days 1t used
to ‘take fwo hours to cook a breakfast,

whereas mow ‘our meal is cooked in 20,

'\.

minutes. In the old days, again, if would
take an lhour er two to build a snow hut
to camp an at night; . .now we put up our
tent in five minubes.”
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THE STACKHOUSE EXPEDITION.

PURPOSES AND PLANS.

The main purpose of the British Ant-
arctic Expedifion, 1914, which ig being
organifed by Mr. J. Foster Stackhouse.
KRGS, is to determine the coastline of
King Edward VII. .Land on one side of
the Antarvctie circle and Graham Land on
the other. Between these two sections of
discovered land strétches a vast and prac-

| tically * pnéxplored 'region. Is this inter-

vening space land, or sea forming a strait
which separates King Edward VII. Land
from Grabam Land? Is King Edward VIL
Land part of the great Antarctic continent,
or 1s 1t merely a small island or group of
1alands in the frozen sea? :

_ These are the two principal problems Mr.
Stackhouse has eet his heart and mind on
solving. The existence of Graham Land
and of Coats Land, Enderby' Land, and
Kemp Land on the Antarctic border of the
Great Ice Barrier, as well as the discovery
of land south of a small bay 77 dec. 48
min, south and 34 deg. 32 min. west by
Lientenant Filchuer in the German Expedi-

tion of 1911, support the continental theory. |

On the other hand, the great area of pack |

ice massed on the north and west coasts
of King Edward VII. Land points, in Mr.
Stackhouse’s opinion, fo the drift of ice
northward from the Weddell Sea to the
Ross Sea through some. strait separating
Ring Edward VII. Land from Graham
Land. ¥ Al '

_ Mr. Stackhouse assures us that in explor-
ing this region his expedition will be ope:
rating in the most southerly of British pos-
geasions, for he tells us that the “,yhole
region between meridian 20° degroea “west

and mernidian 80 degrees west 18 Britisi

terrmitory. Probably he ig8 correct. buf in
any case 1t is highly improbable that any
nation will train jts big guns on poor liltle
England in order to bully her into relin-
quishing her eclaim upon this particular
patch of the word’s surface, or that in days
to come, when Australia and New Zealand
really and truly rule the Pacific waves; they
will have to apply & sort of Monroe doc-

trine to the area in question. Mr. Stack-

house beliaves that the information his
expedition will be able to obtain as_ to
harbors, whaling stations, and eealing
grounds in this area will be of great scr.
vice to the whaling industry of the Falk-
land. Islands. i %} b

To Sail in August.

“Arrangements are being made with a
view to the expedition leaving the Thames,
if possible, on Auguat 1, and the Discovery,
Captain Scott’s stout old ship, is now lying
in* the South West India k, awaiting
a_thorough refit in readiness for her next
clashing with Anturctic ite. The officers
and crew of thé ship will number 25, and
in addition five or mx scientista will he at-
tached to the expedition, whilst several of
the ship's officers will undertake scientilic
observations, TR AR ST
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~ NINETY MILES AN
THE BREEZES MOVE DOWN UNDER

gy S
MORE ANTAROTIC EXPERIENCES.

Sinco the ' gallant little woodén ship
Aurora dropped her anchor in the port
there has been much hero worship in
Adelaide. Not that the polar ,.'-_.:_-1.:'-."}:,
hanker after notoriety, but the average
Australian dalights in .'-..r:'%;._';'_-;; Y
idols, be they footballers or Antarelic
oxplorers.. a7 S Ol

For a fortnight public attentior
beert Imumd%n returned members
of Dr, Mawson’s Antarctic expedition,
It is a case ol the men having greatness
thrust upon them, for they are of a
men, the most modest. Las evéning the
Adelaide branch of the AN.A, welcomed

i

tho three South Australian boys—Mes
C. T. Madigan, P. E. Correll, and 4
Hodgeman—there being a large ath

ance of members of the orgar adion, 44

the TInstitute, North terrace.s Senstor
U'Loghlin, Mr, H. R. Gelston and aMer
memboers of the board of direclors we
comed the visitors.
Where the Gentle Breezes Bloc +
Cecil Madigan is a retir hero. He
ives one the impression that ”R:ﬂj?*
' secause he is expected 0. Last ¢ ening
ae told hip auditors something about the!

apot where the gentle breezé
along at the rate of 100 miles an
and 1t takes a sirong, hefly man all b
time to crawl along on ‘hands and
knees, Adele Land holds the reco
for wind wvelocity. ‘1t 15 one o
most weird parts of the earth,” de
the speaker, referring to *ﬂ'l‘q_' lar
place on that land. Meteorological
smuiled unbehevmﬁ}}[ when the
bers of the expedition spﬂkﬁ.—
strength of the breeze, and even L

tain Da.wsi_ that experienced
navigator, laughed when
“You don’t get those winds 1
asserted he on putilng in at the md
base one fine day, the -first experienced
for months. A blizzard which lasted 10
days happened aluﬁjm hours later, an
the skipper then gved the story. n
those 10 days the Emmm.lﬁ;ﬂ. a velo-
cily « es, and occasionally reached
thaF 80 mark. Captain Davis ‘ii Om-
ot

polled to put out to sea, for the Au
stout ship as_she wasi could noi
stand the icy blast. It was surely the
irony of {ate that the _da{._%hr. AAWS
ek necia, a8 Madigan put it 8t the
their heels,” as Madigan put It at the
main base for another year, the blizz
‘blew itself uu{,h a:_ld#th; 3 'ﬁiﬁﬂ“":"
fine again. The average wind velo
for the second year averaged 49.8 ml
an hour. On one ocecasion _‘é Inair
tained 1{3 'E'-Elﬂflt;'f of! 15 lEs
T ur, | ofors o thuesd i e
00 30 ey ceomRaRE
: 7 land ST R
The “boisterous'‘ weather lnufodf, hﬁ'
months, all the work mw be ac-
complished during the three mOnGS-
esfine” weather, when the wind @veragse
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for @ five miputes’ excursion.
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