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At the University Councll olastion in
November, 1913, the women me nbors of
the Senate put forward one of their num-
ber in the  hope that they might be
directly represented. _Although their can-
didate polled a considerable number of
voles at one of the largest Senate mectings
ever held, she was nol successiul, all *he
®wembers returned having  offerel  them- |
®e.\ves for re-election. Dr. Helen Mavo has
agamn allowed herself to be nominatad,
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b DEAD RIVERS.

| ' LEGTURE BY MR, HOWCHIN.

“WELL-WATERED COUNTRY.”
' Prehistoric history
that indicates well the nature of the lee-
ture on “Dead rivers of South Australin’
delivered by Mr: Walter Howehin, F.G.5.,
to a large and interested audience at tho
Adelaide University on Tuesday cvening.
T'he discourse was the second of & Series
of three in connection \with the University
cxtension ‘scheme, and wus a marked sic.
cess,  Mr. Howchin deseribed in popular
jand picturesque language how, in rémote
ages, South Australia was probably a land
of many rivers flowing from great moun-
taln ranges.  ““The wﬁul-‘: of the evidenco
8," he said, in completing the evening's
lnstruction and entertainment, “that n
lormer times South Australin was a wehl-
watered country, Unfortunately there is
little hope that such a state of things wiil
be restored, but the study of the rivers
that formerly existed opens up an mntensely,
inieresting field of research.”

—Mountain Ranges.—

Rivers, he said, had only a temporaryi
CXistence. Their hie period was contingent
upon the stability or  otherwise  of  the
earth’s surface within' the limits of _the
hydrographical basin. JLarth movements
either created or destroved then,  \When
a watershed disappeared the rivers which
such geographical conditions had ealled into
cxistence’ passed away also.  They had
| been called fossil rivers.  In miost cascs
(they lefv evidence to show where they
had been. In Vietoria, for mstance, they
were indicated by most lucrative goldfields.
In the very early days there existed in
Victoria a great dividing range of active
voleanoes cxtending westward almost to
South Australia. hey poured out sireams
of lava which filled up the valleys and
buried the nvers, and now the Victorian
jminer exploited tie loealities with marksd
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suceess. 7 In- South! Anstralia  the: greas
rivers wereé not buried, but couid DL
‘traced  for hundreds of miles, aund

‘there were, - in_association  with: - them,

some  remarkable geographical’ featupes.

To even a casual observer it was aﬂpmnt |
that thore had been extraordinary appen-

angs in connection with the river drainage

system. It ‘was a remarkable fact that

with the single exception of the Murray
there was not a stream in Australia that
‘could properly be called g rmiver.  Even
the Murray could not be elajmed as purely
South Australian, baving ity origin as it
did across the border. In addition, west-
sward of the meridian of Adelaide there
was in South Australia no running water,
‘or water which made its way dql-;m*to the
sea. In the country north of Petersburg
and west of the River Darling was an
area of & million and a half m;um miles,
cqual to half the continent of Australin,
and half also of E‘m‘gpﬂ. and through wli
that vast streteh  there was ‘little ‘or
'not_mpfﬁw t could be called permanent,
or RE water. . & L e
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It was in this connection that the MaeDi-
nt;lll Rmt#l!”ﬂnrp most interesting, for
they were the residue of 1 |

time a. L primary ersh
tralia. myﬁ %ﬂ! in the
for stich; wadihad sl th

Ehm?ftﬂhﬁgt:dfpm . however
EI'I'.T'I ‘- " ; ® -
ﬁ:llj ht ::Wﬂl indifferent. All that was Jeft

of lilf-.‘i: old-time magnitude were but wasted
and withered remnants. They had gradu-

been “ﬂ-:d down. by hﬁﬁﬁ,m..:-
and now stood out isolated and’ ruggefs
The ]Lﬂﬂf‘&i ithen showed, with Abe aid .
of lantern slides, varions ‘sectmons of the

ranges, and explained . the, roek formations,
-fhﬁ;\;uriug&.itgpgt_?ﬁ of their probable exisi=
' ﬂtﬁe- “changes
¢

cpee, and the changes which had taken
Plics i the ‘course of ages, Hp drow
tention to the Finke River, which was of
pugticularinterest to geologisis.. The cles
vation of .the range bad created a meand
dering_gorge, and its course way directed
by influenceés antecedent to those at pies
sept in operation. There they: had, in
fact, geographical conditions of two ages,
The first was the age when the river wag
on the dead flat, meandering {hrough the
country as the Murray «did.  When the
elevation of the mountains. took place the
stream could not escape from its old course
and so cut its way through the rock. .
~ . —Decayed Mountaips.—  °*

Although the MacDonnell Ranges wera
not of great elevation, and covered a limi-
ted area, ihey were still of meat BETVi00
to the centrul poriion of tle continent.
They discharged the most helpiul function
of gathefing and distributing . a' certain
quantity of water over the-surrounding
‘country.  Thé " misfortune ‘was, however,
uth_nt,if_lﬂa;;.wm:in an advanced stage of de-
cay. The geographichal eyele in which ther
history was retained had long since passed
its meridian.  They had been in a condi-
tion of waste from a period scarcely caliu-
%lnl?}ehnlﬁ the irum of mhng;:wr.l-h{g
a ed up the valleys waternays of
the interior, Mp. Hﬂ$&in then showed
pictures of numerous rock: formations
various parts ol the cenire of Austraba
which had remained m]cl‘i; because of theie
hardness and durability, but witich by, tlia
action of “the waler and the .wind had
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been gradually  éat  away until thev
%md out in EthFS!E"fl"Qm the surrounding
ats, - - ' e |

| —-Anclent River: Systems.— -
. Mr, Howechin ed .an mt{:rmhrﬁ
imap, of tAusiralia 4n which were marke

the present and ancient river systems of

£ By that ip coukh be secn
that in prehistorie fimes South Australia,
‘by gesgraphical right, dbtained the great
iportson of the dramage from Central Aus.
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pome rawed now updn much higher levels,

the continents
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rivet theé bed of which had been Niftek
irom the plaip to the top of the range.
In the course of excavations [or the Pekinn
water schome signs of a prehistoric lake
‘or hillabong had been discovered 150 ft.
above the level of the present valley. In
rﬂlg far away The oty e .
cipal river s _ | | ne wa
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