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In order tr.r rmprunliﬁ the easenﬂauy
great; demnnatrn.ﬂqn of yesterdur. com-
mentutnra need nutxmsma minnt
the question whether the lonou
leader of the Aurora expedition ahuu]d
have honoured bhis engagement wit)
the local branch of the Royal Geg
graphleal Soclety for a friendly pr
vate reception before the Universi_,
demonsiration. Nov need they consider
whether the maﬂniﬂeent display of the
sentiment of ¥the community which |
was witnessed in the Hlder Hall ought
or ‘ought not to have preceded what
may be regarded as a more popular,
because a more unrestricted, manifes-
tation of the" citizens' estimation of
noble ﬂeﬂﬂs—the assemblage called to-
wether at’ the instance of the Mayor |
for to-day. Upon these peints varlous|
people will hold varyingz opinlons. |
The . point of agreement will be
reached ,in  a contemplation’ of the
* | splendid. function so finely conducted |
) | and “organized by the University |
- | anthorities on Monday. In itself that|
*| celebration of a great occasion was, |
l|iike the '~ oececasion, unlque. The |
1 | speechies, on the whole, attained a high
level: and even the lesitancy of the
. | ehief . figure upon the platform was |
| more effective, although entirely un-
» | studied, than any exhibition of fluent
- | ana polished eratory would have been
1l in the clreumstances. The old idea |
| that “men of aection are mot men: of
. words is not true, but it 1s populaf. ‘
| Dr. Mawson indicated clearly that
111e 1s becoming tired of eulogy; and
that-—with his evident modesty, and
that of his principal c:n*mjumr, Capt.
Davis, and their generous and proper
| desire to give every one of thelr com-
panions his due—formed the most|
pleasantly characteristic features of the
meeting., There was little indulgence
.1in heroics; there wWas none in mock-
7| heroies. The audience were told in
plain words as miach as they could |
ot this stage be told off what the ex- |
pedition had sought to do and what it
hnd done; the value of much af the
work has vet to be appraised in Iis
aetall and its fulness by expert sclen-
tific men. Yetf, as the Premlier, indi-
.| cated In'a olever phrase, a feat would
rhave been performed If the party had
only discovered that there was nothing
to discover. What fmpressed  the
great and brilllant audience were not
the sclentific or the strictly
aspecis of the results achieved, hut-
' |the “human nature”" ot the engage-
\ ment—the goul of the ~enterpris
| Before them stood brave men who had
faced denth—not pefhnps without
fiinching, but unafraid; and who had
been with ther brave men whnm
Death had ed as h tages. This
qulat" ’mntt‘unting ~and ‘m;ﬂuring ut
; imnﬂnuntﬂnurn, mmﬂngu;gr by day,
|is  immeasurably more “heroie than
mm e:lulta, partnrmeil Iu ﬂt{ﬂh ﬁt
[ haifx renzy upon the hattlefield,
‘ﬁv‘ﬂfiﬁ? a ﬁéan. rowarded by the Vie:
| ﬁn.? w* ﬁ Tﬂ?ﬂﬂt‘#fﬂhﬂt 1s the
essence of thri
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(Br Mawson a.nd Geugra.phiua. |

Society,
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An Uni’ur;una;ta Incident,a

It Was

Royal Geographical Society was to accord
Dr..Maweon a reception on Monday morn-
ing, but owing to ufiforseen croumstances
the cereinony did nov take place.

“I understood you were to receive Dr
Mawson at the chambers oi the society,”
=4id a reporter Lo the Yresiden: (kon. J.
Lewis, M.L.C.). “l am sorry to say we did
‘nut,” was the reply.

“\as 1t nov asranged thas you ehould
give him a reception?'—"'Yea. = We Dad
arrapzed for Dr. Mawson Lo meet A
council at the rooms oI the sociely al noon
'ju..- o gnve oul w uedrLy “u:cuma Dome,”
LOotWIo swere the spedkesst’'—XNobody,
unforiunateiy. Lhe councu e at bue ap-
pomnged Lime, and &% 12,10 pan. & essen-
el catne 1rom Ur. Mawson Lo iead us that
ae regrétted very much poat s engage-
aent with the Ldeuwlenantl-Lovernor (o
palnuel \vay) and she overnor-General
ddsord Denan) prevented hio 1o carry-
g oud nis prowise. My councl very
Diuch reghets Lt e doctor aud oo fuify
11i8 prouse.

The Chadecellor of the I.Jnnem..} (Sir
Samuel Way), wiien shown Mr. Lewlss
switement by a reporter, suud:—1re matier
15 not by auy meuns & perconal one.. A,

‘and alse the presence of Ilis Excellency

Eider Hail,

‘Mawson to have attended

gon could have

conven

Lewis Is an oid friend ol mine; m-.lu:d lr
was married from wmy bouse, ‘Lhe simp

ifacts ave Urat the Adelaide University uad 1

given up the scrvices of one of its profes-|
sors, for nearly four years, and it was

largely bis counection with that institutson

which secured Adelnide the honour of fires |

welcoming bine back to Austraiia.

At con-
giderable trouble 1 secured that

honour,

the Gov croor-Generad, and I did not con-

sider it was fair to the University or to |

Dr. Mawson [or anolher function to come
on before the great gathering ol the attes-
noon.  Dr. Mawson has been spendmg
iost of his tizue since his relurn capliog to
London, ke was engaged with the Gover-
nor-General and myseif for a long time on
Monday morning, and even without attend-
ing at the Geographical Society's rooms at
noon he was unmidble to get any luncheon
before he appeared at the University con-
gregation. \We bhad made all provision for
organizatione such as the Geographical So-

—

| h ﬂamm.m nzcnrﬁom'

i

expected l}hnb the Coun-|
¢il of the South Australian branch of the |

ciety to be represented on the platform at
‘and in the circumstances I
think 1t was unreasonable to expect Dr.
an carlier en-
gagement.  Mr. Lewis, &5 an experienced.
public man, knows tppt not a little pre-
paration 1s needed belore a may can ad-
dress 1,000 people us the expedition leader
liad to do on Monday alternoon. In jus-

i

utilitarian  tice to himself, to say. nothing of the Uni-

versity's claiin, I don't sce huw* Dr. Maw

iven: any of b is timva to,
the Geographical Society.”
in H.'pfy to the

“1 have notinog to
Chancelior of the U ﬂgmty, 3 1markml
rr =I'-'fut

the Hon, J. Lewis, = “D
ety and

the Council of the Geogra
President, to a imr. dr.-n" of in-

myself, ns ailen ko s RIRa |
ence. Q. 1o
and wq. mur.'h regret it et \ '1
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| Hall will be opened
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NEWS OF THE ’DAY

PUBLIC WELCOME TO DR. MASVEOR:

A public welcome, arranged by the Ade-
laide {‘,Fty Counecil, will be te*udﬂ'ed to Dr.
Alawson at 3 o'clock this afternoon, at the
Town Hall. *Addresses will be mw:n by
the Mavor (Mr. A. Al Simpson), the .!.[m.!.;l‘
ter of Trn.de and Customs [Hen.. | P DA
Groom), ‘the *Commissianer Public
Works {ﬂrr Rlchnni Butler), memrl&a-
son, and Dr. J. C. Verco President of the
Royal Society). . Basides Dr. Mawson,
several nmmburs of the antarctic wﬂl
speak in-reply. The doors of the

i 2 o'clock, nnd the
City Organist. (Mr. R. Pybus)  well
render selections on he orgAn for an hour
previous- g0 the opéning of the procesd-
ings. The whole of the main hall and gal-
lemes  will be available for the memral
public,
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