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ADDRESS BY MR. BRYCE.

The Right Hon. James Bryce, upon
Whom a viscountcy was mnfﬂrrﬂlﬂlﬂi'

=
graph™ of Januuary 3), yesterday apencd
the Conference of Educational Associa:
tions at the University of London, and in
the course of his inaugural address made
an earnest plea for the teaching of the
Bible in the echools. He also put before
the delegates many suggestions of topics
which deserved consideration, asking

+| them, in conclusion, why English youths

employed abroaq showed less interest in

‘| thelr work than' their foreign competi-

tors.  This question he «lid not answer,
but he:left it to hie hearers as a matter
deserving cardlul thought.

Somé ided of the importance of tho
conference may be gained from the fact
that at it are represented numeroue in-
fluentisl educational bodies, among them
being the Art Toachers’” Guild, the Asso-
Claliong of Assistant Mistresses, Science
loachiers, University Women Teachers:
ang Teachers of Domesic Subjects, the
Lollege of Preceptors, tha Child Study
1*‘rueb:e!, Montessori, Royal Drawing, and
simplified Spelling Societies, the Geogra-
phical, Modern Language, Private
Schools and Training  College  Associa-
tions,.the National Association of Manual
Tralningl‘, Teachers in  Technfecal Insti-
tutes, ‘the Teachers' Guild, ang the
School Nature Stody, National Home
Reading and Parents' Natiopal Educa-
tion Unions. The sessiong are to extend
over the whole of next week, and the
eépeakers will include {Dr. W. G. Sleight,
D. J. Scott Keltie (secret of the Royal
Geographical Society), Sir John Cockburn, |
Professor Gilbert Murray, Professor Ripp-
mann, Sir George Fordham (chairman
Council), Lieu-
tenant-General Sir R. 5. 8. Baden-Powell,
Sir John McClue, Dr. James Kerr (medi-
cal research officer. London County Coun-
cil), Dr. Michael Sadler (Vice-Chancellor
Leeds University), Lady Campbell, Mr.
A. C. Beneon, anq Sir James Crichlon
Browne. The Eufﬁctﬁ for discussion
range from E_m for the recaonstitu-
tion of the University of London to the
standardisation of English specch and
tha “Art of the Essayist.”

Dr. Herriagham (Vice-Chancellor of the
University of London) preslded at the
opening meeting, -and was supparted by
tha Principal (Sir Henry A. Miers), Lord
Reay, Sir P. Magnus, Sir John Cockburn,
Professor Rippmann, Mrs. Henry Busk
(honorary {reasurer), Mr, W. Toring
(chairman of committee), and Mr. F.
Faiman (conference secretary), j

Introducing Mr, Bryce, the chairman
sald ho had begun i{o wonder in what

incidentally, where he would go to, on
whom & peerage had been bestowed to
which as yat no tltle hay been at-
3 (Laughler.) Ho had asked the
cliief speaker of that afiernoon him.
eelf, and he Dbad told him that his posi-
prueaﬂoun, and that if
polson were put in his tea *hat day the
probability was that he would never
reach that Wworld whare they lay beside
their neotar, but would be relegated to
those dim regions where ocommaners
whirled dway  eternity.* (Laughter)
He had +to mnﬁmﬁﬂa tho speaker by
his ald namae, « James Bryco.
{Checre.)
d Educational Progrese.

Mr., Bryce expressed his diffidenco at
addressing that conference, as, owing
to his Jong absence from tho country
he hag little knowledge of what had
been dloinl on in the world of educa-
tion during the last gix or seven years,
His owil coonectlon with education
went back to 1865, when he was an
ussistant-commiseioner  to the English
Schools Enquiry, and down to 1806 he
‘watchéd pretty closely the phases of
growth in English eduecation- In the
‘iast  ball-century more changes “had

' pufied upon Etglish edueation than in
any century from the dayg of King
Alfred. Halt o century ago ¢lementary
eduestion was not universal; atill less
TR, e ST,
ci was nol deemed a matior
-ngsh,i hardly be sald to bave existed.
‘Ihese was 8 certain pumber of girls
‘privato schools, conducted by ladies of
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m‘l'iﬁﬂhri’, “Haen® contributed "soma-
‘thing to the common stock, and it was
onit of the most Nopiful f[eatures tnal,
;although so much wis being done on
geparato lines, the special {deas which
‘wera being evolveq were {for the general
advancage.  (Hear, hear) | :

" Two societies of women teachers wit-
nessed to the growth .ofs what was
practically a new rofession  for
women—secondary sch teaching. He

.| could not hely believing that there still

exigted a much wider sphere in the
work of education for women than we
hud yet seen in England.  (Cheers.)
The Parents' Educational Unilon inter-
ested itself in the provision of moral
instruction, He urged them to continue
to lay greal stress on that asim. Surely
it would be a great pity if the teacher
were debarred from  imparting moral

principles to the children under his
charge. He thought also that the
teacher should be permitted to place

his moral precepis on the basis of duty
to the Deity, and le did not think one
misuse euch an opportunity. (Hear,
hear.)

‘It is with great regret,” Mr. Bryce
went on, “thal one sces in these days
that the knowledge of the Bible seams
to be declining in  all classes of the
community, and I was struck with the
same thin )
at from the educational side only, the
loss to the children in consequence of
growing up in ignorance of the Bible
would be an incalcumlable one, and it
would be a great misfortune to the coun-
try 1f generations of children grew up
who did not know their Bible.” (Hear,
hear.)

Simplified Spelling, i

As to the eimplification of spelling, he
had long been convinced thuat it Inust
succeeq some day, because reason was
on its eide. Perhaps spelling would be
gimplified a short time Dbefore the re-
ligious difficulty in the schools had been
solved. (Laughter.) @ As & business pro-
poaition, such a reform would be worth
a vast deal to British trade. English
was beginning ‘to e the language of
commerco in Japan, #s well as all over
the Farthe, -East. :

Mr. Bryco proceeded fo submit sug-
gostions of topics that deserved their at-
tention.  England and Wales were al-
most entirely covered with elementary
schaols. _
tenaive cultiyation—higher quality rather
than quantify, Belore more money was
granted, except for salaries, let them
take stock of the present situation and

was wisely and economically applied, and
whether there was not still a good deal
of overlapping. The salaries of teach-
ers were inadequate, and if the-profession
was to attract sufficient talent it inust

 strongest and finest minds 10 per cent.
 0p less of the whole, ang send them on
/{0 the university duly prepared by the
spcondary achool, was the best invest.
ment o nation coulg make, What sort
of subjects and what sort of teaching

weroe heat calenlated to traln men 1o}

think?  Was there not a dangé. that
woe might unduly mulliply universities?
(Hear, hear,) We must beware of low-
ering the standard of what a university

ought to be. (Hear, hear,)
Beliind all those questions

larger one—Why <lo not English boys care
more for learnlng than they do? Edu-
cation has been $mmensely extended In
all s branches during these 60 years,

refurned wliter a long hkdsence found
that there was disappointment with the
rosults attalped. He was told that the

mind" bad not in any closs of tho com-
munily risen as people expected b0 years
ago that it would rise, in a way ocom-
monsuraty with the Increased opportuai-
ties our schools now supplied

Lack of Interest,

Wherever ono travels abroad, obsprvid
the speaker—in Mexico, South America.
in the Far Bast—one finds the beads of
our firms complaining that the English
youths who come out 10 thom show lou3
| 1nterest dn thelir work than do ¢
petitors from the Ruropean Continent,
The latter take pains to master the cco-
pomlic facts of tho couairy. They lcarn
{ts Janguage. They do not spand thelr
time ip smusement &g soon a8 they quit

the countipg-house in the afteraoan, tut|
—proliabla | |

work AL - wublects poolliabla | for fheir

out of & thousand teachers would ever|.

in the United States. Looked|

What was now wanted was in-|

make sure that the present expenditure |

be better paid. (Cheers.) Bufficient at-
tention was nol given to seccondary
echools.  To make the most of they

' these igeals into realitles,

lay the ||

and far better organised. But one who |

lovel of Interest dn *‘the things of the |

tholr rom- |

-

: . Thll, mu',l.h_.n :h. hir
/s the rcason why foreign competita
bave been gaining upon us in many mar
kels. Yet the Engligh boy is certainly |
not ioferlor In lntelligence or in cha-
| Tacler or ialemt to the boy of ady otk
country. Why, then, does he not ecare
morg far his work in school and care
more for knowledge afier be has Jeft
school? The desire for Lknowlsdge is
natural to all and especially to the young.

Discipline is less bhard to-day than it
uscd to be, and teaching is more rational.
Wiy, then, do our young people show
less zeal for koowledge than those of ]
many other natlons, and certalnly less|
than the Chinese? Is It the (aull
of 1the schools or ‘of the parents
or s ¥ Dbecause the passion for
amusement {5 now exceplionally strong?]
Jr have other competing dnterests—such
a3 that porlenlously engrossing interest
dn athletic competitions. to which
constantly growing columns and page de-|
voled to “sport” n our nmewspapers bear|
witness—gzrown so rank as to choke the
love of knowledge? I do not attempt
to answer these questions, dutl they nced
an answer. (Hear, hear.)

Instead of thinking ‘of education as
solely dlrectod to ¢nable peonle to make
thelr way in the world may we notf thiok
of It as also teaching tbhem how lo ca-
Joy the world? (Hear, hear.) The de-
sire for pleasure Is aatural, uolver:
useful when flowiog ioto the right chan-
nels, Life Is not all work, and work s
dong best when sweelecned by pleasure.
May it not be the test of a good cduca-
tlon that it should teach'us how to enjoy
the best pleasures, and among them (0
love knowledge, art, and Nature. giviog
us springs of joy that wéll wup from
within, springs that do not fail with that
decline in bodlly activity and that pres-
sure of cares and occupations which ad-
vanciog years dbring, but supply refresh-
ment and consolation through all the
lchances and changes of thls moral life?!
(Cheers.) Perhaps our schools are tryiog
to accomplish rather too much at once,
and we might go further if we went!
slower, and not always along dusty roads,
Whether there {5 any -ground for ars-
appointmernt in the present situation It is
not for me to say. I am conicat to sum-
‘marise what others belter informed have
told me. And against thelr {ears T will
get the encouragement we may derive
'from such a conferenec as this, &n which
50 many socletles of t{eachers are repre-
sented. It glves evidence of the spirit
and movement, andof the many forms of
activity that now animate the oduca=
tional profession of its eagerness to dis-
cover the more excellent ways, and of the
high ideals you. and others like you, have
formed of what our schools may do for
England, of your carnesf cfforis to turn
(Chers.)

In proposing a vole of thanks to Mr.
Bryce the chalrman: said that the teach-
Ing profession would find It absolutely
necessary to consolidate by means of con- |
Ferences such as that, '

“ Tho vote was carried with acclama-
Ton. . -
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