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| Tho colonising instinets of his forbears

are strong in this Australian explorer.p
I hope gﬁp_'_ﬂw nment will thigk about

making some sort of claim on it !ob-
served he, with a twinkle in his ey®,
amid laughter, Here was a new jab,
and the Governor-General suddenly toak
interest in the proceedings.
“There is no need to spend money upon
it,"" naively continued the doctor, :mdl
F;Bﬂcmﬂed to explain that Canada had|

ued an edict to the effect that all thef
land north of Canada to the North Pole
belonged to her, and might not Australial
similarly lay claim to that little bit of
country down south? Hoarty laughter
and applause greeted the observation.
There was a great land extending from
the equator to the Pole, with intorvals
of ocean. of course. Why not have it‘lj
Now, will the Federal Government take
thao tipt |

fomething Attempted, Something Done,

By way of a change the speaker
touehed upon the work of the expedition.
“Wea started out with the intention of

marked the doctor, now grown caulious;
again. They had gone ahead with the)
mobile equipment, €o that they could
lay the game with pawns, so 1o speak. |
glacquarir: Island formed their first stop-
ping place,

A Land of Go-As-You-Please.
Macquarie Island is the happy lang, of
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{1and another party, which he succeaded
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“go-as-you-please.”  “The islang is go-
verned by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.” explaineq the epeaker, but added,
“They hard!ly know they own it. A hun-
dred years ago the British Government
passeq the island over to Tasmanla, and
when federation became an established
tact. of course it came under the control
of the Federal Government. The jsland
is seldom visited oxcept by occasloual
=caling parties, most Nova Scotians. A
New Zealand company is sleo working in
the vicinity. No Customs duties are

aid there,” praceedeq the doator, amid
R-mghter. “1 landeq some things thera}
invself. but then I had a special dispen-
sation,” he added. A party landed fromy
the Aufora anq made a thorough geo-
graphical and biological investization, and
prepared a very fine map of the island;
alses a wireless station was established,
and 2 compétent member of the Comman-
wealth meteorological atafl has been sta-
tioned there, whose reports were already

proving valuable.”
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Pace to Face With the Ico Wall-

Macanarie Tsland the Aurora
EMF:;Td EDUE’I pntil the Great Ice Bar-
rier prevented further Progross. A vain
attempt was mada to put in at the ISELh,
meridian. . Finally a landing was effected
at the 145th meridian, somewhera east of
whore 1and was ohserveg by & French ox.

edition in 1830 Here the main
e was Ialgq duwny and Cap-
tain Davig took the Aurora west to

'in doing. The partics Lsarried oo j‘.h-;ir
!a:*]nrk fnf A yoar, Ir]c::pim gho fact that the
 woather at the main bage #ds unusnally
“I'ha men were mest Getermined

| bad
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' ana willing and the t:mmln qehieyed
wn‘;n vory E«:umf.i.e:fm-:'u::n';y.-.' “The oulpost

tv was picked up the @ocoad year
'r'.llﬁﬁmen whpn had remained’ &t the main
base and Macquarie Island ‘wers with
them that afternoon. (Loud =ppiAns.)

The Dreary Monotony of Polar JExwtence.

During the sccond year it was i little |
more monotonoda than dunag tk e[t.n.-t
year, explainey the doctor. Some cf the
rosults had been mudt;‘ kn?w:“ r:.hrn“%l;
the newspapers, and nre hape thoy
would be “I:ﬁ.ﬁ;d when the resulis vere
published in full shortly.

Immense Amount of Work
Accompliahed. F
He anticipated that the labore of about
70 men in epecial branches ol  work
would be published. Tha tabultion of
the work required an army of experts,|
and thesa were already at wwic.  Tio
mgﬂilt lﬂﬁnlm ﬂﬁm mmﬂ}nlﬁ
cal data to pre o -
wonderad what '“rutine work” at the
baseg wns Let him illustrate whkat it|
was, The total numbar of synopas of
wenther taken at the various hascs was
ho taki ,ng-.,;t-_arnumh includ-
eq the observation of cloud cftects, the|
veloeity of the wind, ction of the son-|
i & gl sl o
t . “sbout - Af paen y :
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 The story of that thrilling
g@mm‘,_m;-. not tald. The loator did
‘not like referring to the journey, he toid
‘his auditors.

"ing journeys, You know,” he remarked,
‘“‘and they are all very arduous and oy-
ing.  His.comrades had gone thicugh
thrilling experiences. The curioug part
is," proceecdeq the doctor, “that all the
men want to go back to the Antarctic.
(Laughter.)  “T feel T have bad enough,”
hoe went on, and then, after a thoughtful
{La.rufu, “Still one never knows." (Laugh-

The Story of Meriz and Ninnis.

Very quietly, very seriously, with an
occasional quiver in the voice, was the
story of the two heroes, who lie amid |
arctic snows, Dr. h'ertz and Lieutenant
/Ninnis, related by the speaker,” They
had been relerred ta. and it was only
right that he should .say a little about
them. There were no Yetier men in the
expedition. They wen) fine fellows,
both of them., *“I do it think they
would regret their own g eaths if they
could but hea, the splonc?id things said
about them this afternoon,’’ said the
doctor, They had gone out to do their
best, and there was not a wo -4 of com-
plaint from either of them. N innis was
suffering from a painful infla mmation
of the finger before ho lost his'Jife, but
he never said a word. “"We wao sup-

- siadging |

“We all have to co siedg-|

posed to be having a geod time then,'
\too,"” added the speaker. BSince reiurn-
ing Dr. Mawson said he hhad had a  look
through: Ninnis" diary, and his exper-
ence must have indeed been a painyul
one. Ninnis came from fine stock, Hin'-
self »o lieuténant in the Fusiliers, he
“ﬁqlﬂ the son of a distinguished British
officer.

How Ninnis and Mertz Died.

“Ninnis -joined Lhe expedition deter
mined to do something, and stood by tc
the last,” quietly proceceded the doctor.
“*‘Not a word did he say as he disap.
peared into the crevasse., Mertz was
of Swedish extraction, but he was suck
a man as every Britisher would like tc
call an Englishman. He was a man ol
groat feelin%s and genorous heart, ]
cannot say I do not like thinking aboul

him. Ho was one of Nature's gentle.
men. When he was passipg away he

never said a word. In fact, he npre.
\tended {0 be better than he was, o that
I ghould not be slarmed, He Was ua

conscions at the Jast, or he
said something. Nionis slippe
crevasse, and I mever saw

nt have
ped into &
him again.”

Prepared to Sscrifice therr  Lives,

So graphically tbeo sad story was told.
“These men gave lup their lives, but I
feel right in saying than anyone of their
comrades, who are presont to-day, would
have donoe the same thing. You see,
they went out prepared for the idea. I
do not claim to have done any Inore
than anyone else in tha expedition. Hag
someoné elss been placed in my poal-|
tion he might have done better, It was |
unforiunate that Meriz could nol livo|
on dog meat a3 I 'could. Mertz and |
Ninnis are gone, and it 13 my luck that
I did not go too.”

Captain Davis, the Mainstay.

“‘Captain Davis had been one of the
mainstays of the expedition,’” said the
doctor. '‘Ho had resourco an knowladga,
+] qualities, which, in one placed in his
elrcumatances Warg ost  indis-
. naable,  The captain’s unequalled

ﬁ::-w!edgu of tha sea had been of the
. atest value to the expedition. Thu;,r
,{eould not have done without bim."

LiLoud applause.) X
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| THE PREIER'S UTTERANCES |
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The impressivencsz of the occasion
gaized ihe Promier. They had como to
| do horor 1o a man, who, by his achieve-
ments, had shown fmself to be &
loader of men, 'declarod Mr. Peake. Dr.
Mawson and his companions had done
honor to South Australia and the Com-
monwealth,  (Applauso.)  That after-
noon's proccodings were stamped ang in-
vostod with very greal lustre, 'ﬂtntl{lhr |
reason of tho meesage {rom the King.
| and ' sect » by the presenca on that

latform of King's mwdn_uﬂvi 3_ !

rd Denrnan. (Applause.) South
H‘l-“lﬁl'-'ma!ht he pardaned i!__-')l?het; took
d thering,
his com

a special e in the or_Dr.

Hn.g:nn_ III; | several nr | pnpiqni |

were South Auetralians. (A Bn‘-a‘“!%&.l 3
ho a peculiar satisfaction to thoso |
| o who had taken such a pro

nt 3 3h ipment of the ex-|

a0 that such valuable tﬁl

ﬂi'ilh&iu Who el By he Wa™
Wh o l.h‘ﬂ’ ' "-'i,i:"-'m s TR
[ﬂf Dr. Hamn?iinﬁ his brave com |
they must not ba u | the|
‘brave fellows who :fcﬂw g!m :

‘bably most of thean had sean the pic-
ture depicting an ald feaman g at
3 of the Polar .regions, and remark-
ing, “The North Psle must be fou
and England must find it* That
still survived in the British mace,
im Britishere t¢ carry an explora-|
itory work in unknown regiops. They|
‘were mot .contént with being tine ownens
of vast areas -of land, but wem» d
of exploring the Polar regions. |
The Spirit of Adventuno. :
It was that epiril of adventure which|
characterised the Arctic hervas of the}
past. IL was Ross, Barry, Fran |
Drake, and Raleigh made thaf ex ‘
tion possible, No doubt in due- time the
doctor would make known the scientifi-
tic_and meteorological results of the ex=
pedition. The party may not lxave dis-
covered green and fertile fields, Eut even
if they had found nothing it would be
valuahle in that it would obvi:iiute the
necessity for sending other expe-ditions
to the sama locality. They beliewiq that
' Dr, Mawson _and his party had randered
a great service to the race and th e peo-
pla of Australia in that they had shown
Lhat courage, determination, and Bbove of
adventure were not lost arts, so Jar as
tho British race was concerned. Cer-
\tai\t of the Antarctic explorers bore .Ecan-
|dimawvian names—Amundsen  and | Nan-
'gon, for instance—but they, as British ors,
were proud to remwmber that those brive
men ongeq to the same stock th &y
themsvlves could « ¢laim kinship with.
(Applause.) -

“My Own Countree.”

With what f[eelings of joy muet the
returned explorers have picked our fami-
liar spots as they steamed up the gulf
to the anchorage. With the agcient mar-
iner they could exclaim—

“Oh, dream of joy. Is this indeed
The lighthouse fop I see!

Is this tho hill? Is this the kirki
Is this my own countreo{”
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MCDERN COMFORTS

'the Commonwealth b

'From esocveral o
| grettd

{turneg] explorens. S

The Gewernor-General (Lord Denman)
excels at word pictures. They have the
somewhat izare virtue of holdiag = s audi.
tors, too. Tears were suspiciously near
the surface .Jn many cyes yesierday al
Dr. Mawson's recention as his Excelleney
told, in ‘graphic language, the wonderfal
story of the emdurance of the doctor, as,
battling against unnumbered odds, he
fought his way back to salety after lus
two companions, Mertz and Ninnis, had
perisheq on that memaorable exploratory
trip away 300 miles west of the man
base. The next moment his Excellency o
auditors were asmiling audibly at the dole-
ful picture he humorously Jrew of Jits
amid Arctic snows. “‘Just think what it
means for the people living behind the
ice wall,” he obsarved, “doomeg *» pasa
the winter in a hot with the gale blowing
so strongly that when one went ollside
ho had to crawl on his hands and hnees.
There were nono of the amenilies and
concomitants of civilised life; no Tace
meetings, no picture shows, no strites
no epeaches from  Sir George Reid—
{(langhier)—no elections, no Sydney “Bal
latin”"—(laughter)—nothing, ia short, (hat
makes life interesting and possibly enjoy-
able.”! (Laughter.)

MESSAGES OF CONGRATULA-
 TION th

PRIME MINISTER'S REGRETS.

Messagoes were sent far and wide over
1mon _ the Chancellor of
the University, inviting heads of Siile
Governments ~ to attend ptuhﬂ function.
_theee Teplice ¢ X0
“their in‘i\:ﬂityiu be preseat, and
conveying congratulations to

ﬁ_.ii. N u .:E ':.IF‘.
a number at tho gather ."&En‘tﬁ vt
unable to accept your kind invitation to
be present at the Mawson  welcomo”™
wired the Prime Minister (Mr. J. Cook);
“hope welcome will befit the heroes’

wvements." (Applause A
" Frors. My Holnan (Premier of | New

o
)

South Wales) came the messaga:—'
tremely Tegret that the opening of
Parliamentary seas on Tue ay |
cludes my p ing 1n tha receplic
in honor of Dr. Mawson. Will you
800 anouitt, gh, half of this Stato
convey warm welooms and hearly cong?

tulations om his great work.' =
*Deeply ap) 'ﬂlﬁﬁnﬂwﬁ

“Maweon, m“f
JT. Aiaweon, bul .
te Tonder it :



