. Lord Denman, contir . |
neAry a yeal ago, when Commander
svans, of Captain Scott's ill-fateq ox.
edition, was staying with him at the
federal Government House in Melbourne,
he news from Dr. Mawson was just then
Teceived by wireless. Commander Kvans
then told him (Lord Denman) that Dr.
Mawson must have had most marvellous
escapes ang a terribly harq time to get
through 1o the base camp alter he lost lhus
companions. Commander Evans further
tolg ‘him that it is an axiom of Polar
travel that, owing 1o the hardships and
the severity of the climate, one man was |
unable to wravel any distance by himself,
Dr. Mawson was alone for over 30 da?
{and yet he completed that wnndar;ﬁt“
mareh under the most trying conditions
it was possible to conceive, This was
undoubtedly the most splendid individual
feat ol endurance in the history of all|

fclin or Antarctie exploration.  (Ap-
planse,) = Australians might well be
proud of their heroic fellow-countrymar.
(Applause.)

Disappointment of Seeing Aurora Sail

Apother incident showed the stuff
that the party was made of. Cap-
tain Davis hag to make his choice as to'
which parly he would fetch away from
the snows.  Winter was coming on fast,
and the ice was closing in.  Terrible’
lgiles were beginning to spring up. The
‘Western party, situated 1300 miles away
from Dr. Mawson’s base camp, was very
ill-provisioned, whereas the main camp
Was comparatively well equipped. Cap-
Win Davis decideq to relieve the western
?m}— first, ang Dr. Mawson coming In
fom his barrow!nz experience had the
bitter disappointment of gseeing the
Aurora sall away.

A Glooniy sad Soul-Deadening Wintor

lord Denman said that e was a mild
ang peaceful individual, but had he|
been one of AMawson’s party when he!
next met Caplaln Davis on  shore lie!
would have reproached him in terms more
foreible than polite. (Laughter.) Doomed
| to pass the winter in a circumscribeq and
jnarrow  snow hut, gales blowing so
stfongly that the men were only able o
'crawl on their hands and knees when
Ithe:; Nag to go outside of the hut, none
of the asmenities and concomitants of
caydlrsed life were available to  them.
Lers were no race meetings, no picture
shows, no elections, no strikes. no
speeches from Sir George Reid—(laughter
and applause)—no Sydney *“Bulletin’
—(applause)—nothing that made life en-
| dureble, interesting, ang possibly enjoy-
able. {(Laughbter.)

No Waord of Reproach Was Uttered.
| It was characterstic of Dr. Mawson and
‘Jthe men of his }1:-'.113 that they never
‘|said one word of repfoach to Captain
‘§ Davis, Indeed, as afterwards trauspireq,
¢ B, Maweon pent wireless messages iof
Captain Davis telling him to do what Do
thought best and act according to ais
‘own judgment. (Applause.)

Cecil Madigan Eleets to Stay with
| Comrades,

Mr. Cecil Mndigm being at ths base
‘eamp, had the chance of r:uminihaway
with the ship to take up his odes
Scholarshin.  He elected to stay with
his comrades to wait for the missing
igader. He preferred to stay and risx
the chance of losing his scholarship.
He boped that tha trustees of the Rhodes
fund would give Mr. Madigan the oppor-|
fgunity of taking it up in due course, in
spite of his long absence. (Loud and
continued applause.) ' 1

A Hoary Old Sea Dog.

Lotd Denman said that this was Cap-
fain Davis® fifth time In the Antarcue
circle. Twice he went down to relieve
members of expeditions, anad it was owing
10 his filne sense of respousibility, Lkis
skill, and seamanship, that they were
velieved. Last Chriétmas Eve the ship
‘was caught in a blizzard, but he noticed
that Catpain Davis was present, and he
I-!Wd leave that master of mariners to
tall his own story. | g

The success of the marine qredging and
of the valuable and wonderful oceatfio-

graphbic records was due mainly to the
: ing work of Captaln Davis.
pplause.)

‘mali “fact over which théy rejoiced was

that Dr. Mawson had ed to Aus-
_tfalia, home, and beauty! (Prolongeq ap-
‘plause.): lls was sure that they wislied
‘that every happiness this world could
offer woukd come to him und to the lady
who was eghortly to become his bride.
(Loud and continued applause.)  Wath
regard to Dr. Mawson and the gallant
membans of the ex tion, in conciusion
he would just say, whother thoy wote
Britishers or Austrulians, that they pos.
sesse] qualities they all respected—cour-
ago, grit, determination. They were
men to bo admifed because they lad
shown themselves possessed of * Lhese
| great qualities in o lugh a degree. They,
 had fought against Nuature ang nad
wrested secrelg {rom her when she was
in her stearnest and most cruel moods.
L'J.‘htig;hﬂ-d {aced bitter hardshipe and dire
perils, and had overcome them, They
were men to be admired because, in the
quest for knowledge, they were ready to
lay down lives, and, after all, man
haq nothing more than his life to give.
For those reatons they had met together
to welcome the men of Dr, Mawson's ox-
pedition and ils intrepid leader, and to
do them honor, as wag their noble due.
(Ringing applause.)
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O'erwholmed by the thunderous ap-,
plause with  which he '‘was groeled on
rising to respond, Dr. Mawson stood for
somo moments before speaking. ‘I don't
wish to say very much, but 1 supposc
that something is required,” was his
opening semtence. The large gathering
certainly did require something: but Dr.
Mawson “did not forget that the story
they were hungering for—the story of
the expodition's two years’ work, with
its atlendant perils and hardships is
cnp:rri‘g;lht even before it is written, and
they had to leave more or less dis-
appointed, As stated Dr. Mawson's forts
is not talking; yet between the lines of
the morg or less disjointed story he told
one could read {f one so desired. He
said just enough to whet the appetite for
the story that is to come.

The FEndless Welcomes.

He would much prefer that someone
elee tolg the story, he modestly observed.
amd his auditors sympathised with him
Peérhaps Captaln Davis would help him,
he went on; ho was sure the caplain
would. The members of the expedition
too—who had done no less than himself—
could each tel]l a story. Every man had
stood by the expedition nobly, without
thought of eelf, Since their return the
receptions liad been endless, He (the
§pfaker) had tried to get them cut short.
There had been such a rush that he
would bave o apologise for any short-
comings. He felt very grateful that the!

endeavors of his comrades and himselfl |

had been appreciated ang he expressed
h:dhenrl.felt thanks for the kind things
Saud,

The Reason of the Success.

Any measure of praise for the success
achleved mmst stand to the credit of
those who sent the expedition forth. It
Was the man 4n the strest, represented
by the Auvustralian Goverhments, who had
provided the funds to equlp the expedl-
tlon. He #d not wish to have unduo
credit attributed to himsell. Fivery man
bad dooe his best. His comrades had
| met with fortitude and resource cvery
circumstance in  which they bhad been.
placed, and It was thelr unanimity of en-
| 4eavor that had won the day. (Applanse.)

|  The Men Who Stayeq Behind.

Dr. Mawsop ia a modest hero. Any-
One rather than himeelf must have tgh
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Thanks for Assistames, © |
The work ];meumpl_iﬂ_md,_% ;ﬂi |
claimed to have been performed A4S
ether by the members o mlﬂﬂﬁlm
o was anxious to acknowledge 106
great assistance rendered by ';j;,-.r.,?;.;.
committees of the 'Austral ~ Socled
for the Advancement of
above all, that of I’mfpsmﬁ_ ;
son, and Henderson {of
Universily).

(Applause.)
and Masson had

arrangements in Australia. - olnf
ﬁnm?ﬁﬂ Way had repﬂ&pgdﬂ!hﬂﬂ <3
vice in South Australia,’ 'Enﬂﬂ . oen |
chiefly instrumental “in " in qto : A
Eﬂulnh A-u.ﬂtrﬂllﬂn Gﬂﬁl'ﬂm-?ﬂ; wl-i
the grant which had ﬂit am L
the whole undertaking. . (Applause.  Sp

A New Sphere of #“’cﬂm ) ;;.b-';' ]

The expedition differed 'fm?did
others of late years in that 1 o e
o ypon, ot S Sl
Rsbealia, and '.Sﬁjch' it was .mm}x o
would be more likely to be use s
Australia, and which is was consi bl
tion was T#Et‘iﬂau}'h,'[ll;dﬁﬂﬂwn: : b-u:
ecientific facts ascertained Wshﬂl-'ld, o
reat value, He did not wish & *n
lea for Polar ﬂnﬂfi%ﬂﬁgf =

would like to tell _lhﬂﬁﬂ_.lléﬂﬁ.ﬂ edi%o e
jed the usefulness af such Sentifia’ Tex
that new faots learned in BCIBEMEC Loy
search added to their mahlr? _ﬂﬂfﬂfﬁﬁﬁﬁ b
This applied to residents © ely. populas
well, as those in more Spars {DOPER
ted centres. Nl . 2
Wresting Nature's S&wﬂ-i o
Scientific knnwleﬁ'e | gﬂml o
pact of 0 Jeugion, of problems, whigh
on the elucidation O T oo oartly!
m in the home.an’ * "o
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take the expedition 10 8 T¢€
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