Austiraba. A 'mﬂnh&, askea _to
‘deseribe the Cabinet svetem, characterized
(it as “a number of men of high intellect,
| ®h- meet together in secrel.™ *The com-|
‘parative truth of this astatement,” com-
ments the examiner, “does no! compen-
(sate for its vagueness.” In explaining the

terms Whiz and Tory, many jonior candi-
t:_ﬂl contended that the wabour Party of

¥ torresponds with the former Tory

— a remark which, perhaps, dis-
played more political difcernment than the
examiners gave the candidates credit for!

The war atmosphere cvidently penetrates
even 1nto examination halls, for a -=seun:
tund:dgj.*f happﬂnﬂcﬂ a fniag

o iIstory  paper, aining
that he was hclpi'n?t-'a oa lmptedex&nt day
pfor the war, and therefore could not eollect
s thoughts,  His judgroent was sound: it
¥ 1ar more importare to-day for our yvouths
W be enncernsd with the making. of con-
 femporary instory than fo be asquiring in-
| lormation regardmg ancient times. Senior

snthdates evineed a patriotic contemp® for
tae German langlage—mast of them ‘‘un.
swered the questions carelesely. and wrote
badly.” “"Candidates are again warned
szuinst eubmilting afsurd apswers” say
the examiners regarding senjor arithmeti:
andakrebra.  “Several statod that a cahie
| foot of jarrah wopighs Joess than bal? »
| . -

round, one gave # as lews than half «n
egrce. A man pumping for an bour might
| reasonabiy ﬂﬁ(‘ﬁ more than three zailons
' of water, or surprised at getiing over
| three-quarters of a million gallons. Sach
| apswers may be taken on trust by primary
| candidates, but eenior candidales are ex-
[ ic:?é to be more critical..  Question 3
| ﬁm'— yht forth aeswers not merely absard
% painly impossible. A number o} can-
 didates obtained mixturss richer than

either of the comwonents, while in one case

tha mrixtare waa said (o contain over 200

per cent, of lime. T is most important

that studentz shonld learn fo sonsider their
amswerd. A large number of candidaies |
thorght about a mie and a half an hour

a [air apeed for a bare, ve% only one male

1 pole that his anewer seemed ridicnlos s,

Those candidates who stated that the spe d

of tle hare was less than that of the t r.

toise are w0 be clamad w ‘h
‘thote mentioned wnder Section

The jamior commercial examination pi -

duced & crop of howlers. One foiure Sh -
'[ lork estimaced the interest on £35 for 13

daye ab 8 rer cenf. per annmm at £ 10/;
and anotner gave the inlersst on £2000 for
three months al 3 per cent. l:mr Annum
at £351315/. However, “we welcoma »'gns
of mental exsrolse -even when the reenl
is o the track, na in the czee of the cap
didate who set down the item ‘sunir,
debiors” on the eredit «ide of » tris] balance,
and exnlvined his astion by the following
wrilogiem:—All gmos ard eredit: it is a
pain te have ple owing youw money:
: undey deblors’ 1s g credlt. |, |
~—Here and there wore pointe
y . romie relief hy
uncons humour that
(gonfasion: for in-
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AR, PARSONS ON EDUCATION.

| To the Editor.

| Sir—I wonder if Mr, Thomas Ryan re-
members at least one occasion when he
used a very big “I™ I will remind
him, it was when he bad left the railway

service and was a candidate for the dis-
it.rir.:r. of Alexandra. He used words to
this effect:—“I shall be at the top of tle
‘poll, and pull three of the otirers aftis
'mn.”R So “ﬁ;wu?i birt unfp&':u&n;mly 1;.:1:-
Mr. Ryan poll was ups: wWn. As
tor the Hon. Angas Parsons, [ think he
' can hold his own with Mr. Thomus Ryan
wiien i comes right down to educatioa.

—] am, ,
LEONARD HUSSEY.

Sir—Mr. Ryan's message bearine on the
educational problam 38 spoilt ‘;?rgthc ats
tack made ugpq the gentleman who bap-
pens to be s poli '

i_unl':iﬂ he h.t'.li; ghown in hﬁaﬂhdnil;:f Iifu
that love is the strongest qumlity of his
rmtm. Dnlhﬂ "f{:ﬂ’ are [t hnmbu teach-
ers—those w ever speak ill of any-
one; refose to lsten when anyone speaks
tll of another”” Are you listening, Mr,
'Byan? Mr. Ryan's proposals fo rTaiwe
the compulsory age of attendance from 13
10 14 years, and the compulsory attends
ancé of apprentices at technical echools
<uring workmg hours, concern the parvents
more than h‘%} opimon  of E political
opponents, ¥y not trust is
to use gheir discrimination in i
whether it is betler for a boy te con-
tinue at school after reaching the age of
13 or not? Parents, as a rule, do oon-
tnne the edueation of children who show
& natural eapacity for learning: but, it is
85 useless as it 13 wrong to force othemns
to remain at school after reaching the age
of 13. Mr. Ryan, if he wishes to win
his spurd as an educationalist, should rely
more on  the ‘“‘coo on" of parents
and teachers mstead of advocating mora
muh&o& which would entail harde
- on majoridy of parenta,
Puupumnymtrmdmttunﬂﬂw
“genins  that bappens to be born of
luwly parentage to expend itsell in lowly
work.," No educationist worthy of the
mme would teach of the supeTority of
ofic ¢lass of work over ancther—all work
{ il ‘honorably done, js of equal valoe to
tho nation.—1 am, &e.,
PARENT,

Sir—Mr. Thomas Ryan TS anxious
Lo extend the cumj:uimr}' Eﬂ age to 14
years. This would hit the poorer arents
very hard. 1 have reared a large family,
and though none attended sehaol after
their thitteenth birthday they will stand
comparison with any others.  The trouble
la that young Australinna are now educated
o fill nice genteel bilets—which many ol
thom never find.  Hundreds would be bet-
ter off had ﬂ‘“ﬂdhﬂ.‘l POl to some trade
when they roat the age of 13. But, no;
:ﬂﬁy have hH!“ t to look for wne-

Ig easy, where t can 0  man
and power.  Who will do t.hﬂ*ark whrg
&li the young men are agents, &c.7 Work-
ors sipport too many of thut sort now,

Aave more than enough worries withe
{nu:hnnuthum-ﬁedhhymiﬁu tho
| compuisory mhool uge to 14 years. 1
| understand that the Educagion OCommis.
won relused to recommend the extension
of the mmnutip? age above I3 for the
very reason that it would press heavily on
BT T

coupulkion " 1
WORKEEIRS Wiee™

lae,” T WORKER'S Wi

” ?:‘au en:::‘:’;:{
of the m;ﬂ?;

am,  The timetable of
be taken in the commercial
B T s bl
. :ﬁh the syllabus ;f'
T B y&ur ane no

st mﬁ“ﬁ'ﬁ may be had at the Uni-
all - booksellers” o<tablish-

1




MELBOURNE CON-
SERVATORIUM.

NEW TEACHING SYSTEM.

_ MELBOURNE Febmary 21.

A meeting of the committee of tha ]
bourne Canservatorium was held on Sa
| day moming when a number o recol-
 mendations relating to future work at the
Conservatorium were agreed to, In the
new order of tlhiugs which s to he in:
augurated s included a new system of
teaching which will apply to voice produc
tion, and pinnoforte und violin pl g S
Professor Marshall Hall claims for it that it =
will make for perfection, und that, an far as

the violin is concerned, it will be possible

10 do in three yemw what under|
the old -method ~ took five  years.|
lﬁl r. ﬂrtundFinhcr Sq-{;::fli, the ﬂﬂnﬁr; of |
tie meidod ay applied to voice proda lon,
Woto join the U‘Iﬂqﬁ!ﬁll ConservatSrium
teaching staff.  The offer of an cogages
ment has been cabled to him, and he has &
 dtcepted the profiered position. When he &
‘will* arrive  in  Australin s not yel
known. M, Sobell wis originally an Ade- |
:tide man, but fon the last 50 years he has
been “n London teaching si i (1
were nol for the fact that the war has &
knocked the boitem out of erery ,
musical in London we should not have go’ &
him," explained Professor Hall - :

| -
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