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which  religion was. tasght.
think, speaking
side ex

rne of those three great principles, Se

soom as a favorable opportunity presented

itself for taking up the Education Bill

1gain the Government would be pleased ta
give the fullest consideration to the re-

resentations which the deputation had
n good enough to put before him.

Private Schools and Scholarships, .
A Deputationst—Regarding our request

respecting echolarships a good deal might
be done by regulation,

The Premier said the matter of scholare
ships was before him. He had given il

a good deal of consideration, and he

was not averse, nor did be think his cols
leaguee would be averse, to throwing open
the whole of the scholarships to pube
lic competition. (Applanse.) That was
based on the ground that anything whic
extended beyond the primary system o
education and was given in the wai
rizes, or anything of that kind onld
Evemmr.- a reward for merit, and thad
being the case those prizes sbhould ba
open to all who could and would com-
pote for them. Tt was in that frame of
mind that the Government would consider
tae new regulations.

Mr. O'Loughlin—I think, Mr. Premioer,
you were the first Minister to throw themg
open,

Mr. Denny—I think you will have the
whole House supporting you.

Mr. O'Loughlin—It seems a fair propoaal,

The Premier said he had the greatest ade

' miration for the work done by the privatg

schools of the State, whether by the cdew
nomination represented that morning, b
the Lutheran Church, or by the Chureh of
England. They were each doing great
auxiliary service to the State system, and
when it came to awarding prizes theg
should all be considered.

" In reply to Archdeacon O'Neill, hd
promised to consider the matler of having

| the children at private schools examined by
the State medical officers who visited tha

pubiic schools.

EDUCATION SYSTEM.

CATHOLIC FEDERATION PROPOSALS,
PREMIER'S REPLY,

A deputation from the Catholic Federa-
tion waited u[;gn the Premier (Hon. A.
H. Pcake) on Monday regarding the ques-
‘tion of education.

The Hon. L. O'Loughlin (Speaker of the
House of Assembly) said they had at-
t_e:n-::!ed to represent Lhe views of the Catho- |
lic Federation regarding the Education Bill. |

They had thought that ag the measure was |
not to be brought forward just now there’
might not be much need for them to speak,
but on reconsideration they had decided
that it would be just as wefl to place their
views hefore the Government.

B r-;}-Requmt.s and Reasons.—

e following statement was handed to
the Premier:—"As citizens who, while pay-
ing for the education of their own chil-

| dren, are also as taxpayers conlributing

their #hare in the State expendilore on
education, we prolest agamnst the carryving
into effect of many the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission on kEduca-
tion, which would add doubly to our al-
ready onjust burden and enormously in.
crease that of the general taxpayer. Dur-
ing the last 10 years there bas been a great
increase in tho cost of, Sul:!{vrlmnrr ucas
tion, while the number of children attend-
ing the State primary schools has di-

minished moouni erably, 2. We are op

to proposed te
igher education, -'binm:—lilu] It rﬂler'n--
terfere with pri P?.ﬁlfﬂﬁﬂ. which has
already esta hﬁd vate schools and col-
b) It I{

tend to accentuite cen-

tul”' izat'on wnd inercase the lendency on

the |
take up avocations which wil]

the part of young, already too pro-
ounced, to |
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De | uatey provided for by existing edu.
Enl;.luptl establishments—the University the
existing bigh schools, the private npr:nnc!a |
schools, the Adelaide Rehool of Mines, a

kindred schoois throughout the State—by
a system of scholarships open to the stu-
dents atlending all schools. 3. A State
monopoly, or an unbending uniformity in
education, ix undesirable, and a grave in-
Justice to those who canmot comscientiously

aceept it
; —A School Tax.— %

“We bold, with John Stuart Mill, that
A echool tax is that part of a man's
tncome  which  he <hould use for the
education of his child, and that the only
excuge the State has for taking it from him
‘13 that dn his hands it could not pay for
guch an education, but in the hands of the
State it could.  Furthermore, since Catho-
lics cannot conscientiously accepl any sya
tem of education which excludes definite
religious training from the school, any ex-
penditure of public revenues on such a
gystern i8 umjust to them. Sir Heory
Parkes in 1875, speéaking of the Catholics,
said:—'As long as we appropriate the re-
venues of the country for the pur of
education, we have no right to apply them
in a way that will exclude
a large proportion of the popu-
lation from the benefits of the expenditure.”
Also, we would quote Professor E
the Manchester University:—'Where a
separate group in & neighbourhood exists
holding views of religion and life quite dis-
tinct from the majority, and numerous
enolizh to provide children for a school, it
18 an act of tyranny for the State 10 im-
pose an alien culture on the children. In
apy event the pressure of the majority out-
side the school will exercise gome influence
aver the young, and the State has no right
simply because of ils dependance on a ma-
oty vote to stamp out the individuality
of dissent, ecither of a diszsent  which
adheres to old creeds, or a disent which
prociaims a new evangel. The test of the
claim which such a minority makes is its
willingness to make sacrifices ‘for that
which it holds dear. If the patrons of
snch institutions are willing to put their
hands in their pockets, if the teachers are
willing to sacrifice some part of their
emoiument, or if the parents are willing to
forezo some advantages in secular instrue-
tion for the sake of those greater things
in ereed and condurt which they cherish,
under such conditions it 1s the clear duty

ndlay, of

of the statesman not to crush but to Jend

a generous hand in maintenance.
—Roval Commission Recommendations.—

. 4, 1 the recommendation of the royal
- commission are embodied in the proposed
Education Bill. and those affective private
| achcols are adopted, we clrim that those
lgchools De placed on an equal footing with
-the State schools, and be given an equal
share in all rights and priviieges.  (a)
We ask that denominational representation
an the advigiory council be pronortional
to the number of children attending efhi-
cient schools, and also that denominational
private ' schools be proportionally repre-
gsented on any committee appointed there-
uander for the purpose of fixing examina-
tion standards and appointing examiners.
{(b) We claim that if private schools sub-
mit to examination for cffimency and are
declared efficient, adequate remuneration
be given for the secular education im-
marted.  (¢) II a grant is given to the
| Kindergarten Union, every school which
' does a hike kind of work efficiently should
be similarly recomised and subsidized by
the State. (d) That teachers training for
srivate schools have extended to them at
the Teachers’ Training College the =ame
privilezes arx  those accorded teachers
training for the State schools, and that
thig be expressed in the E<ucation Bill
(@) That private schools clim equal rizhts
in the matier of equipment, provision for
phymcal culture instruction, general school
reouitites, medical ins won, or any other
(benefits supplied by the State. (1) That
‘eflicient private schools have the ;}g'hl. to
give lea and other certificates of equal
}\rulue tamﬁm of tho State schools to
' pupils passing an examination of a similar
standard. \

—Entrance to Civil Service.—

competitive system of examinations
enntE:und. b‘l‘ft if thisx system be discon
tinned we claim that all certificates issued
by efficient private wohools be of ﬂuﬂ
value to those of State scpools in
iu&!:rﬁﬁmms ta TE%‘“ Civil & uti
ol . railway trafhic ‘eder
Civil Service, and teaching service. 6.
That in the event of application for exami-
nation for efficiency by private schools
examiner be chosen from competent pers
:ﬁ:ﬂ unmnngudnt'wm}_ th%iﬁh, mq
0 partment. 0§°¢ t
| hatieally to mmmnwm.ﬁi

“5  With rogard to enimance to Go-
vernment eervice, we prefer that the.

.-f;

_\




-

Direclor of Edueation prescrie we

Lions for students from other then
e S g

or 1 BO . qBote
\ Stuart Mill egain—"Though a
;*..ml;r. und in roany cases ought to esta

schoola and colleges, it must neither come
| pel mor bribe any persons to come to |
por ought the power of individuals to we
ap Tival likhmonts to depend
|vany  degree upon ils auvthorizstion.'
In all such cases we oleim an examination
l.indc%::ndent of the Education '

which is in the position of a competitor.
8. We claim that all scholarships shoald
W2 thrown open for competition 1o all chi-
dren of citizens of the State,

| “In respect to the matter of scholar
ships,  we bring y under mnolice
the Queensland echeme. which, with
the advice of the Executive Coun-
cil, the Governor of that State has ap-
‘proved, and which will come into o

tion as from Janoary 1, 1915, wiz., ‘A
scholarship with a currency of two years
will be granted to every candidate who
makes not less than 50 per cent. in the an-
nua! scholarship exammnation, and the
- scholarship will be available az any State
high school, technical high school, grammar
sohool, or other sbcondary school approved
by the Governor in Counci. The
scholarship will be extended for twa
vears if the holder secures an .ap-
' proved pass in_tbe Quecensland jonior
public examination, ‘and for a further {or|
frith) year if the, holder secures an ap-
proved pass in'the Queensland senior
public examipation.” 9. We [further
claim that in all examinations carried out
in_connection with scholarships the papers
should be set, and the examination c¢on-|
ducted by an examining body, ‘ndependent
of the Education Department, in cases in
which the pupils of State and private
schools compeie against each other. We
aleo objest to the Education Department
prescribing the standards and framing the-|
regulations for such examinations. Such a
procedure would unduly handicap students
who are not trained under the system of}
the Education Depariment.’

Archdeacon O'Neill (President of the
Catholic Federation), Mr. ¥, F. O'Neill
(Secretary), and Mr. C, H. Danvers sup-
ported the requests. Included among the
others present were Messrs. Depny and
' Travers, M.P.’s.

—Legslation and Finance.—

The Premier thanKed the deputation for
having forwarded to him a typewrititen
statement of their request. He was plﬂg_od'|
to receive them, as he was to rcceive anﬁ
body of elestors who considered they ha
matters of importance and concern to the
State or themselves to Jay befors the Go-
EemmenIE. Th:t k:f‘!;‘, tfmm thetl‘:lht N
ion to Parliament, that it was not the -
tention of the Government to procaed,mtih
gession at least, ‘'with the proposed -
lcation Bill, The canses of that were well

known to every taxpayer, and had o ted
to prevent progress not only with that
measure, but also with others, as the Civil
Service Bill, Police Scoerannuation Bill,
and the Bill for the appointment of another
Judge. All those measures had had to be
put in the one aategory of lezislation which
mvolved a great deal of public expenditare;
which the State at the preseat time wae
unable to bear. He noticed it had been
stated in the press that the Govermment
would have done well to have gone on
with thoze Bills, and to have suspended the
Acts, but the Ministry did not thiok it
wize to -spend the time of Parliament upon
measures which could not be put into
effect.
f . —The Fducation Commission.—

No doubt they had studied closely the res
Fnt_*t ~:|-11 the Education Commission, and
rom the statements of Archdeacon O'Neill
he gathered that they were not pleased
:t]':lthmf._hr recommendations. E fttﬁng

'y en{mrt-—-hma.um in rospect of the pro-
posed Bill the matter had been pretty well
settled—he had found it necessary, after
consuliation with his colleagues, to greatiy
modify many of the recommendations.
e —The Government’s Ambition.—

e regretted that they could not procced
with the Bill, bocause they had to recog-
nise as 4 Government that it was ther
duty to see that the State should not be
behind other States in the Commonwealth
regarding educational matters. At present
South Australia ‘was somewhat beﬁnd n
that respect, and the Goverament bad
aimed at gotting abreast, if mot in ad-
vance, of the Niates whose evstems the
[comm:sgion had examined. He noticed in
reading their requests that reference was
made to John Stuart Mill. He was afrand
Ie had thn'ﬂ:h-: Mill was dead. as people
had departed so far from him in these
later yoars. To hear him quoled as an
authority tame as a reviving and refrosh:
ing breeze from the south or some other
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