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~ RECOMMENDATIONS OF COM-
3 MISSION OBJECTED TO.

DEPUTATION TO THE PREMIER.

RELIGION IN SCHOOLS.
A large deputation represonting the Ans-
tralian Catholie Federation waited unon
the Premier (Hon A. H. Peake) at the
'Tt'mmtr on Monday moroing and pre
##nted a number of requests concerning
the proposed Edueation Bill. The deputa-

tion was introduced by the Speaker of the
House of Assembly (Hon. L. O'Loughlin},
supportod by Measrs. W, J. Dnnnﬁ' AP,
and W. Travers, M.P. Mr. O'Longhlin
explained thst it had been thoumght
that as the measure was mot to
be introduced yeb, there was no need for
the Catholics to speak. but after further
consvleration, it had been considersd wise
to place the views of the Catholic Federa-
' tion before the Ministry.  The other
spenkors were Archdeacon O'Neill (pres-
dent of the Catholic Federation), Mr. T.
F. O'Neill  (sccretary), and  Mr.
C. H. Danvera  Tha deputation as
citizens who, while paving for the educa-
tiop of their own children, were also, as
i Xpayers ml:ltrihﬂﬁnt &,l.til‘_shll‘ﬂ in the
State expenditure on education, protested
afainst the carrying into effect of many ol
the recommendations of the Royal (fnm:
mussion on Eduecatign, which would ada
doubly te their already unjust burden, and
enarmously increase that of the general tax-
veT. ring the Jast ten years there
ad been a great increase in the cost of
| State primary education, whilst the numnber
of children attending the State Primary
Schools had diminished considerably. They
were opposed to the proposed  elaborate
scheme of higher edoecation. hecause:—

{(a) It wonld interfere with {Iﬁfﬂ.tﬂ enter-

prige which bhad already establishad private
schools and colleges. (b)) It wounld tend to
accentuate centralisation and increase the
tendency on the part of the young, already
too pronounced, to take up avocations
which wounld call them to the thickly-
lpnuulnttd centres rather than to the agr-
cultural and pastoral areas so much in nead
iof development, (e} All the needs of
higher education conld be adeqnately Pm—
wided for by existing educatiomal establish-
mente, the University, the existing High
Schools, the private sacondary schools, the
Adelaide School of Mines, and kindred
sthools thronghout the State by a system
of scholu=hips oben to the stodents at-
tending all sehools.

State Monopoly Undesirablo.

A Emte monopoly or an unbending wni-
dormity in oducation was unidesirable and
A grave injustice to those who could not|
gonscientionaly accept if.  The deputation
field with John Stuart Mill that a  school
fax wus that part of & man’s income which

s shotnld use for the education of hiz child,
and that the only excuse the State had for
takieg it from him was that in hx hands
;:I.'I:I'Iﬂd not pay ior such an eduecation, bnt

the hands of the State it conld. Ml
s LNeT -
. T hald it therefore the doty of the Covern-

asseriod  —

ment c0 give pecusincy mipoort to elementary
i such xt to render them seeemible  to
“th~ children of the poor, either frecly or for
teo incrosiderahle to be senibly felt
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tem ol eltoktion wHlED eicinded. debnito!
of " revenbes on such a

stem was unjust o them. Sir Henry.
Parkes, in 1873, speaking of the Catholioa
sait:—

| As long as we appropriate the revennes of

the sonmtry for the purpose of eduention we. have

s theht to apply them in a way that will  ex-

clude a large of the population from

the benefita of the axpenditure,

I Also the&wnﬂd quote Profestor Find
lay, of the Manchester University: —
Where a separate in a »eighborhood ex-

ists holding views mlzlnn and life distinct

from the majority and numerous esough to pra-
vide chrildren for 3 wchool, [t {x an act of tyranny
for the Stale to Impose an alien cwlture on  the
children. In any event the presure of the
mafority outside ihe school will excrcise some in.
fipence over the young, and the State has no
right #imply becamse of its dependence on 2 ma-
fority vote to stamp out the Individuility of dis-
sent, either of a diment which ~ adheres
to old crecls, or a diment which proclaims &
new evangel.  The test of the claim which sueh
a minority makes Is its willingness 0 make
mcrifiees for  that which bolds dear. If the
patrons of such iostitutions are willing to put
their hamds in their pockets, {f the teachers are
willing to macrifice some part o! their emolu-
ment, o if the parents are willing to forego
some advantages in secular inetruetion for the
sakee of preater things in eroad and condupet

which they chérish, under soch conditions it s

the clear duty of the statesman not to crush,

but to lend a gemerous hand in maintenance.

Proportional Denominational Representa-
tion nn Uouncil.

If the recommendation of the Roval Com-
mission were embodied in the proposed
Edueating Bill, and those affecting private
' schonls were adopted. they claimed that
those schools be placed on an equal foot-
ing with the State schools and be given an

1l share in all rights and privileges.
They nzked that denominational representa.
tion on the mdwisory council be propor-
wonal to the nomber of children attending
cfiicient schools, and also that denomina-
tiona] private schools be proportionally re-
presented on apy committee appointed
thereunder for the purpose of fixing ex-
amination standards and appointing ex-
aminers. They claimed that if private
schoolag submitted to examination for effi-
clency _and  were  declared  efh-
rient adequate remuneration shounld  be
grcn for the secular education imparted.

a grant was given to the Kindergarton
Union every scbool which did a like kind
of work efliciently shonld be smilarly re-
cognised . ‘and subsidised by ‘the State.
Teachers traiming for private schools
saould have oxtended {0 them at the
Teachers’ Training College the same privi-
leges as those accorded tcachers training
for the State schools; this should be ex-
pressod in the Edocation Bill. Private
schools should claim equal rights in the
matier of equipment, provision for physi.
cal cultare justruction, general echool re-
quisiies, medical ingpection, or any other
benefita supplied by the State. Efficient
private achools should have the right to
give leaving and other certificates  of
equal value to thoee of the State achools

ba ils passing an examinalion of
:.m.Wmndnrdljt ale

With regard to entrance o the Go-
vernment service thoy preferrad that the
competitive system  of examinations be
continued; but if that system were discon-
tipued they clarmad that all certificate |
issued by cfficient private schools be ofl:
equal valoe to those of State schools in |

lifying for cnirance to the Stale Uinl
ervace, police foree, railway traffic ser-
vice, Federal Givil Service, and teaching
service. That in_ the event of applica-
Son for examipation for efficiency hy
m@g nhqt:lat the examiner hede.homn

_competent persons unconnected with
the State Edacation Dﬂ&lﬂmmt. They ob-
yected em acally to the recommendation
that the Director of Education should pre.
scribe cxaminations for studenta  from
et R

' ' OF _tachipioa irs

To quote John Stuart Mill azain:—

Government may, and in e
1 persots to corne Lo

them, nor cught the power of {odividunle to set wp
- rival agablishmants to depend in any degree upell
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Senolarshipa Should be 1
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partment, which was in the position of
a compeotitor. Thev claimed th
scholarships should be thrown ep
:gmnqott‘ihh:n 1{1 all childrt? tﬁl'&__ :

g S n respoct m

wholarships they hrought spocially
‘nofice the Queensland yme,  which
would come into operation m January -
1 npext, namely:— b

A wcholarship with a ﬂmaﬁltﬁ !ﬂ‘;;‘

will he granted to every who | feakes

not lesa than 50 L. in the arnual sl

ehip Tnmrl:lllhnrrm?nth; ngm:,ﬁ;p "i?ldﬁ :
technieal

avallable at any State high school,

high school, grammar school, or other ' - 4
schools  approved by the  Governop el
The scholamhip will be extended for two years
if the holder secores an approved pas in the

Queenaland Junior publio examination, xm) fht? :
Iurthrrtd{nr ﬂfﬂ? m ﬁ‘ :th:d h-n&de:nﬂ EECUTRS AR
approy e | 1 .
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~ They further claimed that in all exam=

inations carrvied out in connection with
gcholarships the papers shonid be set and
the examination conductsd by an  examine
ing body, independent of the Education

Department in cases in which the pupils of
State and private achools com namst
cach other. They also objected to the

Education Department prescribing the
standards and framing the regzulations for

such examinations. Buch a procsdure would

unduly handican students who wers nob

trained under the system of the Educstion

artment.
The Premicr’s Reply.

The Premier thanked the federation for
having forwarded to him a typewritten
statement of their requests He warx
pleased to receive the deputation, he said,
as he was to receive any body of electors
who considered they had matters of impor-
tance and concern to the State or them-
selves to lay before the Government. Thep
knew from the intimation which had a
ready been given to Parliament, that it was
not the intention of the Government to
procecd this session, at all events, with the
proposed Fduoeation Bill. The canses of
that were well known to every taxpayer,
and had operated to prevent progress not
only with that measure, but with such as
the Civil Service Bill, Police Superannus-
tion RBill, and the Bill for the appointiuent
:}:rf annther judge. h.’ill those mﬂmrful had
md to be put in the one category of legis
ation which involved a great deal of
public expenditure which the State at the
present time was unal to bDear. He no=
ticed it had been stated in the press that
the Government would bave done well to
go on with those Bills, and suspend the
Acts, but the Ministry did not think if
wise to spend the time of Parliament upom
m{-ﬂ!um! which could not be put nta
eltect,

Coramission’s Recommendations Modifieds

No doubt they had studied closely the
report of the Education Commission and
from the statements of Archdeacon O Eiali.
he gnthered thut they were not pleased
with the recommendation. In settling tha
measure—because, in respect to the pro=
posed Bill the matter had been pretty well
settled—ne bad fonnd it necessary, after
consultation with his colleagues, to grea
modify many of the recommendations. Ha
regretted that they could not proceed with
the Bill, because they had to recogmise as
a Govermment that it was their duty to see
thnt the State should not be behind othee

 States in the Commonwealith ing odoe

cationmal matters. At present South Atse

tralin wos msmewhat behind in that respects

and the Government mmed at getting
abreast, if not in advance, of the States
whoee systems the Commission had oxe
amined, Ha noticed in reading their ree
uests that reference was mude to John

Stuart Mill, He was afraid he bad thought

Mill was dead, as le had departed o
far from him in these ater years. To heae
him quoted as an suthority came as a re
viving and refreshing brecze from the

south, _
Thvee Miin Principlen 3
They ainit’ know that. e Stato
el gy Halid by S

il , und secular, _
lar had carried in the minds of most peo
tho connotation of no State aid
ﬁfmn. That principle had been
cxed from two sides—by ' those W
wished to introduce religious

ciples regarding the education vstem—ireas
regarding n sreci S

w8
I

L]

=il

i
8
#
£

Bible readi which was itsa modi 5&
rossiv B ke ey



