


SIR DOUGLAS MAWSON.
il

HONOURED BY COMMONWEMLTH
| CLUB.

The Australian antarctic hero, Sir

Do D - entertained  at
o e b S N

the Adelaide Town “on Wedoesday.
There was a 1& members, |
and the ngs were of a demonstra-
| tive chmu:ler. _ g:rhnmghl, on en -
Was greci wi earty a use, e
modestly replied, “Thank yon.” The chair
was occupied by Sir John Downer (Presi-
dent), and the guest was seated on his
right. :

Sir John Downer said in these times of
greal international troubles and conflicts
it was delightful to get away, if only for
a brief whie, from the realms of great
aspirations in one direction to those of
onother—to leave the thoughts of war
and turn "to those of pece. They
bad met that day to do honour
to a man who bad proved himself a great
discoverer of the mysteries of the world
i which they lived. They welcomed him
as a man belonging Lo themselves—not
bﬂlﬂnfing $0 much as they would per'hapq.
have liked, but still they claimed a share of
bim sufficient for them to live in the ;:.a;‘i'
wilueh had reflected from his slplf:nliz
achievements. (Applause.) That club bad
on July 16, 1910, met to send their guest
on his glorious way, with their heartfelt |
| blessings, ‘and now they had guthered to-
gether to express Lhe deep emotions they
telt at his sale return. He had gone aw::r
as Dr. Douglas Mawson, a universally ad-
mired man. That day he was Sir Douglas
Mawson, and it was with great delight
that they observed his evident state of
health and his vigorous ccondition. He
(the speaker) had sesu Sir Douglas when
be spcke to the people of Adelarde at the
receptadn given to hum at the University.
The awfol perils he had undergone, the
strain and stress of mind through which he
nad passed, were then reflected on his
careworn face and his weary limbs. Their|

uest: bad then said that when|
1e Was  Inore fit.  he would |
tell them more of what he had undergone,
and he had kept bhis word. A strong mag-
vet might have been responsible for his
safe retrn.  While Sir Douglas was seel-
ing for one ﬁmgnetic pole in the southern
polar regions, another pole, also of very
strong magoetic force, might have been
all the time drawinsi]him back. (Lauoghter.)
It might be, that the enormouns influence
oi the latter pole had been largely in-
strumental in giving him back to Aus-
tralia again. (Applause.) Blessed was the
man In_ whom the glory of remown and
the achievement of happiness went to-
gether. He had undergone terrors of |
which they could not conceive; he had put
up with misery on misery, which had been
almost beyond human endurance, but he
had come safely through them all, and none
admired with more heartfelt appreciation
his heroic achievement +than his friends
who welcomed him there that day. It !
was their fervent hope that he and the |

whom he had made his wife, would
have the fullest measure of happincas
woich was within human aoccomplishment,
l-ipphml_-
—The Cause of Science.—

Sir Douglas, in replying, said the buosi-
ness that brought him to Adelaide was |
that of delivering lectures. That work
would take him to other parts, too. He
was to have returned almost immediately
to England and Europe, but the war had
interfered with the programme. That
would not matter very much in the ordin-
“{i course of events, but in the terms on
which his companions- bad gone on the
expedition it meant a good deal. He had
agreed to give them some remuneration,
and ‘that was the work upon which he was
now engaged. He had written a story of
the E:%ed;tgun; but it wes hung up by the
war. 1t did seem a great pity that eo

men should be engaged in mortal
combat and #o much money be wasted in
the conflict when in other conditions they
might all be battling against the t
enemies in the field of Nature bel'fure them,
and devoting their energies to fresh die
coveries in the sciences. If the momay
h:w in the war could be wsed in
the tion which he had indicated, wihat
a vast amount of beneficil work conld be
_ .  Not one of them would
lke to Jive 100 years behind the present
times. There would be no telephones or
many other of the modern convenicnaes.

i




Bis by Profesor '.'hc’&.
was in experaen
irmmrh'm echi Ptcm the dia-
covery” of radium. (A wse.) H Ger-
many w y to thnt
womld give the cost of a dnought for
‘one year, if Britain would do likewise, to
the cauvse of science, he wonld like to see
it spent in the completion of the antarctic
work. Then the whole of the salient fea-
tures of that part of the world would be
'made known. He believed in the nations
:beu:ug ready and trained to act in times
of hostility, but there should be a real
and solid reason for action before the clash
of arms should be heard. (Applauvse.)

—Results of the Expedition.—

"He. had taken up the work of explora-
tion for several reasons. Omne was that he

‘possessed, perbaps, a roving apirit.  The
!.-‘i_;.tpt:nliann with the S‘!"::i.lnton expedi-
tiopn bad dome very well. As Australia

was nearest to the antarctic continent, be
' hoped the Commonwealth would th:-i

same part in its destiny. (Hear, hear.)
| I'he money spent in his trip was not very
great, ﬂlthﬂ“‘fl it was difficult enough to
raise. (Laughter.) Sixty men had been
engaged for two years, and
the  results achieved must be
valuable and  helpful. (Applause.)
Although some people did pot think so,
there were volumes of facts in Antarctica.
The facts of ecience were like a jig-saw
pozzle. They must bave them all o make
the pattern complete, The work they had
done in the expedition would aid the
chemist in his Jaboratory. One of the
practical results was what had been ascer-
tained about Macquarie Island. The only
map that bad previously existed of it wuas
an imperfect one wmade by sealers. Now,
however, they had an up-to-date one, the
coastime had been sounded, ble har-
bours had been Invostigat thoroughly,
awd the native flora and fauna had

studiecd and named. (Hear, hear.) The
early scientists had spoken of wingless
parrots, good eating, which had inbabited
the island in great numbers.  Those
birds were practimlly extinct now.
The sealers had left cats there, and they
had wrought the mischief. The biologsts
had found other epecimens, such as finches,
which adeo were almost extinet from the
same cause. There were any quantity of
mothe about. The party were able 'to say
that Macqmarie Island was the tip of the
sunken Jand. The occan to the south of
Aupstralia was once dry country. That
was enough to account for ice in South
Australia. The winds from Adele Landl
vere exceptionally cold, and were 1t not
'or the great etretch of water between
there and Australia it would be consider-
ably colder here than is now the case.
They might in the old conditions even
find snow on Mount Lofty with glaciers
in the valleys. (Hear, hear.) Whaling
in the waters between Austmlia and the
antarctic 'was not a thing of the past. If
they could find a_small harbour in the ice
system which could be reached with salety
by the ships there would be an immense
profit from whaling there. The whales
were the same as were being worked to
the south of Ameriea at present, and from
which last year the takings in British
waters were £1,000,000. Macquane Island
offered a harbour, but if the wind should
be in @ certain direction it would not be
aafe. There were immense numbers of
hair seals there, too. They had found
some fur seals—and the best of that kind
in ‘the world had been obtained to_the
south of Australia, Taemania, and New
Zealnd—but in the absence of regulations
tremendous havoe had been croated among
‘them in vears gone by as a result of the
\operations of the hunters. Some m
‘mens were even now obtained off -
garoo lsland, lll;hotilﬁh he believed the
takine of them was ilegal. It was stated
‘than 150,000 shimhwﬁﬂm ﬂt't;t:mui at MHng*
quarie Island in the scodons. How
party bad found minerals on that island,
'E:;hndnntiouwudthmuphm!f
they could be obtained in_payable quanti-
ties. A good oceurrence of coal had, how-
ever, been discovered. They were but
mﬁne oiht]:e} mnlh.hat.t 'ﬁhﬂl"mmﬁ

ear, bhear. ut W men

: working ont the achievements of
the expedition, all free of eharge, and
when they were printed they Wﬂ]ﬁ‘m‘ﬂ
sver about 20 quarto volumes. 1| t‘lt!:ﬁ
n addition to his own book ‘%teiling the

o f the party’s experences and opere-
:iug.n He would leave for on
Mhursday, and wounld suo ly g0 E
l'asmania on

AT Hﬂ' " 1

L ndan b { New York, and deliver
%ﬂrﬂ?ﬂﬁtﬁ;w the war |
v OvVer,

B the Coutiniat,, Hp Subleed Ao
eir kindnoss, (- i

The singing of the Nati Anthem con-
H;l hﬂm

-



* In proposing & Vote of ﬂitg'h
Anhh;. for s lecture ad :
Wales' Theatre, in the Adela -
gity. on “The British Sehnol- lt!*' Rome"]
on Wednesday evening, Prolessor Darsley
\ny!or paid a tribute fo the ]'..m
a9 a great art eentre, which wax no longes
a dead city, but an awakened e
art 2nd heauty. He believed its g
WEJE fmfr.- ﬂl:l;ae going taﬂ::ak; thur
and that a one, in the Jsm
world. He .'Im t!:mt Dr. Ashb
he returned -..i;t v, if the hell ad |

=
"& :
..*. '

i
overtaken E iful not by F’“
come Ibnnn eud would let the people]
there know. that Australia ho h 't,- A
the Ttelion nation wis to he ' ‘“"

the conflict it would take sdes .w.ilh
siruggle for liberty sod {reedom.
Ttalian gentleman present asked permis
to make a few remarks, .ﬂ.ft.arref
in terms of npprmh&n to the “imme
i’irt'rtrqtj;m ;en'mté ienm to Rume 4
shby, he said the (] e

keenest interest in all Hrmm ';au
never forgot that England was always o
the side of freedum, and they knew h:rl' :
much they owed to her. Italy conld £
an army of 3.000,000 men, and she had 206}
ships in the navy. He was sure thmm |
not a na}:lnl m’ﬁcﬁr in. Italf‘l'«{hn wou'd
against Great Britain, ey : :
tﬁi Tcut ans were not their friends, either
artbahmi y or fullltraﬂj'. but Bnﬁﬂ
rt:l}pr? were, and they were not likely to
take sides against them. The statement
was received with cheers. m,,;;-* i
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