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THE FROZEN SOUTH.

"THE AUSTRALIAN ANTARC-
~ TIC EXPEDITION.

| oS bk
[LECTURE BY SIR DOUG-
. LAS MAWSON. '

" e—

The first of a series of illustrated lec-
tures by Sir Douclas Mawson, the leadW
i of the Australian Antarctic Exovedition,
was given in the Town Hall on Monday to
a_large andience. The Mayor (Mr. Al AL
oimpson) presided) and in introducing the
lecturer, said it was six months ago that
they had the privilege of welcoming Nir
' Douglas  from the Antarctic, and since
- then he had 'been honored by the King,
 and bhis reputation bad been enhanced by
his fellow scientists. (Aoplauvse.)

Sir Douzlas Mawson, who was warmly
received, explained that the proceeds from
the lectures would go towards paymg ofi
the debt that was still owing on aecount
of the expedition, He could go on talk-
- ing for hours, but he had something
better in the form of & phenomenally good
get of uvietures, which had been taken b+
Mr. Frank Hurley, the official photo-
grapher with the expedition. Some of
the photographs had been colored by 2
new process, and added greatly to their
mterest and wvalue.

A Seventh Continent.

The first picture thrown on the screen’
was what Sir Douglas called a seventi
continent, with the South Pole approxi-|
mately as the centre. Most of the Antarce
tic expeditions sent from Britain, he said |
had gone with the obiect of reaching the
pole, and had left a lot of the most in-
teresting and valuable exploration work
for the Australisn Antarctic exoeditfan,
which left for the southern regions purely.
lor scientitic purposes, without any desire
to reach the ie. After the lecturer
had explained the geographical features of
the continent, he gave a descrintion of the
| Yoyage in the Aurora from Hobart. Th=
pictures, jlinstrating the floc ice, pack ice,
and jceberga encountered on the journey,
gave a hne and realistic effect of t[lw.- gran-
deur, but risk, of the undertaking. He
gave a good description of the floe we. "It
15 u wonderful sight,” Ee said. “The pieces
of floating ice exude different tones of
blug and green, and the most beautiful
vaporous and ethereal colors.” Desenbing
the Ianding of the expedition on the coas:
of Adelie I.and, he rarrated how Dhard-
ships soon came upon them. The stores
and equipment were landed by means ol
a motor launch, and with the aid of a
“fiving fox" were transferred to high land.
The force divided into three parties, goinz
cast, west, and south respectively. Sir
Douglas went with the southern party. The
whole foree wintered at the main base. A
hut wag erected, but it was not long be-
fore it was buried in drift smow to the
roof, and the skylights were hermeticaliy
gsealed by 3 in. of ice on the insmde. The
only ventilation was by means of a small
dhimney, but they found that more than
adequate, owing to toe strength of the bliz-
zards, which sucked out the air too freely.
A series of color photographs were shown,
depicting sceneg at Adelie Land and Com-
monwealth Bay. The most conspicuous
vegetation of the Antarctic Continent was
in the form of lichen, growing on erratic
red sandstone boulders, that were mundi
near the coast. ;

Strong Winds. r

Cinematograph views gave a reaistic view
of the force of the blizzards that raged
for o great part of the year. The winds
blew with o terrific velocity, and at tu-ntl
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the members of the expedition could not

'stand against them, but had to get about

on all fours. Later, when they were used

to the strong winds, they used to literally

!ﬂm on them i_l.'ll order to mﬁu nnfg
@ Bnow clos wero #0

the bli;nn::rihich lasted about 30 per

| cent. of the winter, that it was often im-
pom'blu to ke one's hand in front of his
fage. The blizzards actun _lft_;rmnd an ice
mask over their faces, which had to be

broken away occasionallv to cnable them
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: Mksﬁmtﬁien‘ Their hut became buried
in snow, und they had to dig tunnels to
get in and out of it. A picture of one
of the tunnels was thrown on the screen
and was humorously deseribed by Sir
Douglas as “the main drive.” They called
the passages the “catacombs " Inside the
hut they were fairly comfortable. They
had acetylene ‘ﬁ“ light, warmth, and a
well-equipped lLbrary. In the workshop
were a variety of tools and machines, in.
cluding a lathe, by means of which the
instruments for ascertaining the velocity of
the wind were remade in stronger metal
to defy the terrific blasts. On the average |
for the whole year the wind blew at ¢
‘rate of 5) miles per hour. It had reached
116 miles an hour, and E“E velocities had
exceeded 200 miles per hour.

Death of Lieutenant Ninnia o 1

~ The audience listened in almost painiul
silence as Sir Douglas narrated the ina-
dents which led up to the deaths of lacu-
tenant Ninnis and Dr, Mertz, and more
than once his voice guivered with emotion
as he called the ecencs before his memory,
The three of them went oot with the in-
tention of mapping in a part of the coast-
line some distance from their winter quar-
ters, The first accrdent happened on De-
cember 14, 1912, It was a benutiful morn-
ing, and Sir Douglas was figuring out the
latitude. when he noticed an indication of
a crevasse. Dr, Mertz was turning his
sledge ahead, and to Lieuterant Nianis
who was bringing his up in the rear, Sir
Douglas Mawson shouted out, “Crevasse!”
He saw Ninnis swing his dogs round, and
he continued with his ohservations. Shortly
afterwards he moticed Dr. Mertz lpul;iﬁ
anxiously behind. Sir Douglas stopp
and turned round, but no living thingz was
seen. He and Dr. Mertz went back some
distance, and they arrived at a great hole:
in the ijce. They looked down, but could
see nothing in the gloom. They shounted,
but got no answer. After a while they
got used to the dimness of the crevasse and
could see a ledge about 150 it. below, and
Iving on it was a dead dog and another
with its back broken. They then noticed
certain articles that belonged to the sledge
and to Ninnis, but he was out of sight,
and e must have been Kkilled instantly.
They thonght there miﬁh: be some hope
that he was stunned, but althoogh they
waitexl for nime hours they got no answer.
During that time the injured dog had
stiffcned. When they consklered there
was no possibility of his being alive they
had to give it up.
| . Death of Dr. Meriz.

.~ They were about 300 miles from their
' winter quarters. He and Mertz thought
if they could do a certain nmuleage a day |
they would be all right. At first they did
18 to 20 mules a day, but they soon got
weak, and the weather was abdminably
bad. It was difficult to steer, as the mag-
netie needle was useless so close to the
magnetic pole, and the sun waa mnever
 visiole. ‘Ihe dogs died at the rate of
about one a day. They got so weak that
they had to be shot. Sir Douglas Maw-
son and Dr. Mertz ate part of them, and
gave the rest to the remaining dogs, but
neither got much nourishment. By Jann-
ary 1 they had gone a good distance, bui
they were very weak. The last dog had
been killed, and the wind was blowing
with great force. They travelled by mght
as it was easier, and they were able to
sleep rather befter during the slightly
warmer daytime. It was _ difficult
to sleep, and they bhad all kinds
of dreams, but mostly of food. A few
days Irter Dr. Mertz got noticeably
weaker, and on the night of January 7-8
he died. It was very hand to Dbe leit
alone, and he had still a hundred miles
to go. Sir Douglas was ver¥ weak, and
the skin was peeling off his feet, making
2 o - 5 i g
sledge, which too , and wi
half of it made a cross, which he placed
over Dr. Mertz's grave.

Almost Another Tragedy.

v On January 11 Sir nglas restarted in
bad weather. He kept &T: nto ere- |
vasses, until he once fell the full length
of the 14-ft. mg 1t was an unpleasant
U SR Lo e By e g
elimb o ‘hen he ‘the t e o
again. gave wav. ind he was, aguin, sy




for him, and he began to

to make one supreme e
to attain new strength, and
o L A
exactly
wards, but hﬂ{}l}m h:l.-{ mme
SNOW Was ing. He

hise, and there being plenty

while to have a merry | :
one. He took fresh courage
P T
has been nplishe fell into
| got _across thes glacier, On the mornimg
of January 29 he saw g dack object in the
distance, and foond that it was a depot of
provigions that fad been leit by a sears
party only a few hours before. After fure
ther difficulties he got to the base, 1o find
that the vessel was going over the horzom.
It was called back by wircless, bat Juste
then bad weather returned, and it was im=3
poesible to relieve the ... 1t was overs
two vears from when he left the vessel to
ths tiume when he again saw the caph
and crew. .
A splendid series of views and cinemato-
graph films depicted imcidents and scencd |
in Antarcticg. Considerable interest was’
ovinced in the concluding views, taken on
Macquarie Island, of the varous kinda of
animal life. The photographs of the pea-}
guins were interesting, and often am
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