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SIR DOUGLAS MAWSON
LECTURES.
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Sydney, August 25,
At the Science Congress to-day Sir Doug-
fas. Mawson, who was cordially received,
said they were all satified that thers was
a groat continent at the southern extremity
of the worfd, though if all the 122 wmelted
there would probably he a number of de-
tached mamses of lapd—one portion i
wank wiod knowa to be elevatad and of
considerable extent. The mo3. 1mportant
expedifions had spent their tims jn the
Ross Sea, and efforts had beon conventrated
on reaching the pole, thus Jiminishing
the scieotific resnlt. Now, however., that
te.e nole had been reachel, Le hoped cfforts
would be directed more towavds secientific
enquirice. .  (Hear, hesr.) The land of
Antarctica rose abruptly from the ssa to
2 considerable height, and the hign Tand
surrountding the pole was covered by a
thick ice ean. The wostein hase pawriy bad
continued the previous work of moppinz,
and by piecing togeth:r (e resilis of dif- |
ferent expeditions a fair koowiedge of the!
contour of the continent G&l been gathered. I
[£ had an area of abou! five million sguare
mties, mo tly a huge ice cap, with here and
there rock breaking out. Attempts had
seen mude to h.euk through paci ive, and
they had sailed over parts where -m pre-
vious chorts land wws supposed to ev.-t.
It was difficult to make errors of latitude,
and the Wilkes expedition had mecken
packed ice for land itsell. Fke mirage
effect tirew un the ice into a misleading
appearance of land, Except Adelie Land,
af  oboop Toods marked on Wilkes' cnnrt
were doubtful. In Adelie Land the lcc-
turer’s expedition had to desl with tie
worst climatic conditions ever found in the
world. The winda reached a velorily of |
116 males an hour, Snd noghing ~ld «taud |
agninst them. Hereod fis WA teme
poraiures wel'e ftl!:,. d olerants o |
ar  poured  down 30 _"mt..'trfri*.'i
continent  The everyihing |
in the neighborihbod intering hots, |
and their tents were oved by strong |
winde.
_Beautiful views ghowed -the great {orma-
t'ans of blue ice, which existed in various
parts. The islets off the shore af Adelie
Tand developed masses of frozen GE:BS'
raised by the windg, and a picture of ap-
tain Davies’ vessel, half buried with ice,
was applanded as a revelation of the anxi-
ons cares felt by the explorers. Some
wlets in suromer were melted about the
base hy the warmer water, leaving ¢ muath-
romm-ike formation. Magnificent glowing
views of broken and crumblng ice were
alzo applanded, and the lecturer explained
that much of this ice was impa=itle. lce
bergs.  inclnding  pinnacled  specimens,
abonnded along the coast in fantastic
forms,  On some glaciers there waz a con-
tinvons booming, like the roar of artil'ery,
ind one  could actva'ly feel the mass
noving when encamped on the surface.
Macqrarie Island rose abhrootly from the
ex to abont 100 ft., and many small lakes
liverted the upper surface. It was covered
v th tnseack grass, there benz no t[:eeg,
ind the higher land was shrouded in mists
[he bearhes were alive with swarms of
sengmns.  Excellent views of bird and
immal life were moch admired. Ninely-
‘oot whales were ghown sporting alongmde
the & llr Acrording to soundings, a e |
markahle sobmerged moat surrounded the
Antarctic cont nent, which mazht irdicate
1 former mneh more exténsive ire cap.
Apstralin had been connectel with Antare
tica, colder conditions would have axisted
i whal was now warm, sonthern Aus
tralia, the cold winds sweeping over the
whole arca. Thire were indieations that
a_great jce mass had once existed over
Mnequarie Island, where forms of animal
Jif~ snrtinental in original had been found.
Professor David dec’ared that Antarctica
was a ?'dt orce centre, and its provence

waa of the utmoat importance (o Australa,
not on understamding the distribu.
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tion of aninmla and plants in the pact, but J

{
larly from the paint of view of |
_ - Anhgrﬂ;iu were wiped
. ‘Ih::‘e wguld be Ii'm'I il:li v -&
the atmosphere, snd what woe
it on the rainfall eould not h“-'
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 —Sir Douglas Mawson.—
Sir Douglus  Mawson, m&.';

INTERNATIONAL LAW IN |
TIME OF WAR,

‘i T ~ 0
: A .' \l. T
V.—The Declaration of London.

(By W. Jethro Brown, LL.D., LittD.]

The Tague Conference of 1007 adopted l
a drait convention for the establishment
of an International Court of Appeal in
matters of prize.  The conception and
formulation. of the convention mark an
epoch in the history of the human race.

Nothing less was involved than the crea-
tron of an international judeature capable
of giving a binding decision upon the many
and difficult questions which might come
witluin its jurisdiction, Unfortunately,
much doubt existed as to'the nature of

Prize Court was to administer. Accord-
ingly the British Government proposed a
| further conference. The proposal resulted
in the Naval Conference of 1909 at which
representatives were invited from Berlin,
Paris, Madrid, Rome, St. Petersburg,
Tokio, Vienna, and Washington. The con-
ference framed the Declaration of London.
The British Government submitied the
.| Declaration, together with the draft con-
vention for the eslablishment of an Inter-
national Prize Court, to Parliament for
ratification. The House of Commons
voted in the effirmative; the House of
Lords in the negative. In the nhmmah::

.| formal ratification much uncertainty

hitherto prevailed as to the precise value
of the provisions ia the Declaration, Those
provisions, in some respe:ts codify, in some
respects mmvolve a departure from, inter-

the rules of lJaw which the Internationall

mational law as previously undenstood.
But  the dhﬁnﬁﬁnn between  the

there n room for mu ;
of opinion as to which class a particular
rovision might belong.  Now that the
ritish Government, in common with its
allies, is pledged to a substantial obser-

vance of the Declaration in the pmu{_

war, mmti nnmrtainrgﬂ m fy. i .
pose TOVIeW YOry iy Lta¢ more

F::lupﬁrhnt articles of the Dechrll;g-uu.flrném

far a8 they may involve a deviation from,
or an udﬁﬁiun to, my statement of inter.

national Jaw in preceding articles. It is
necessary, ﬁnwmr, to write with diffi-

| i i tion; an
mally m&eﬂ in the M:g‘diﬁe

denece.  Great Britain has umunud ite |
lintention to observe the Declaration 'll"?lg;

do not know as yet what thése
i'hom and additions may be.

“elight modifications and additions,” LF
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declaratory and enacting law is not fur&- J
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n of t . .
liability of a ) to oabid

article & vessel cannot be captured fo
breach af ool red fal
dicrior doritios of ‘the seatl ,§
cargo, if the vessel is L e
blockaded port. on her sariiy . L

—-Contraband and Unneutrs! Ser ._,_{' }f
| The more immt rovisions of - W
;Dec]nmtinn on the mh};ct of "
| were stated in my last article, which o ’
'peared in To 'S ispe. ne y
well established rules of international ke il
|a neutral must not directly facilitate the
loperations of either belligeren:, eg. by

~| allowing any of her ports to be as
naval basis. The articles of the Declasss
(tion relatively to unneutrsl serviee sta'e
the conditions under which neutral vessels
will be confiscable when engaged in the
transport of armed forces of the enemy, m":
(in the transmission of infelligence to the
.interest of the enemy, or in other
| which  indicate an entention to help
|enemy in the conduct of the hostilities.

: —Destraction of Neotral Prizes—

i F

| * A npeutral vessel which has been
|tnred must 111:»&-'1:‘!‘]:.‘1-:1 tt:ﬂmdih Cour: a8

proper lor the purpose termining the
mlﬂitr of Lhepmni::'urt. - Iut, by b
49, a neutral vessel which is captored,
| which would be liable to cond L
'mav be d{'sirﬂf‘c{l if the destruction is
pecessary to the safety of the o i

to the success of th:i' upf.'trl:'tmpl m whast
the captor is engaged at time. Coben,
one n:p the ]f*.u-;:::g authorities who have
commented on the Declaration, points out
that article 49 is so ambiguous that it
!Jeaves uncertain whether, lteprﬂngeh the
 true construction of the a me
| inability to spare a prize crew might not be
a justification for destruction of the net .Tal
' prize. The article » a compromse, 1The
British view had been that the destruct n
of neutral vessels could in no case be just
fied. Some protection. however,
accorded to neutrals by Jater articies
which provide that all persons on b rd
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must be placed in safety, and that e
captor who has destroyed a nentral vesssl
must establish, prior to any decison ¥
epecting the validity of the prize, that |
only acted in the face of an exceplionsl
necessity. If hﬂlsjh to do so, interested
| ties are enhit to compensition, X
fﬁ:r.cmminaﬁnn can be made of the ques
‘tion whether the capture was vabd or
| pot.
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—Transfer to a Neuiral Flag—

In a previous article I expressed the
| ppinion t'h?t 1E‘wﬂ:rn:mm c-tmmerm, daring the
rogress of the présenl war, wo car-
’Eed on in neutral ships. Chapter V. of
the Declaration of London desls with
'question of the extent to which the ngals
|of capture may be lmited where the o |
| s0] Jhi:t;lleclnimﬁ to be neutral bed @ |
'| ginally been enemy property. 1,
‘affirms that the transfer of an enemy ¥ -
¢l to a neutral flag, effected after the oU 1
'break of hostilities, s void unles it &
proved that such transfor was not made
mn order to evade the commequences I8
- ;‘ﬁeichqn enmgo'lr“n;el._ulmh.:l rxposcd.
: re 38 an a ption that 1&
|| transfor i8 void if it bas been made

|a vovage, or if a right to repurchase or
‘| recover the vessel is reserved to the vems
l|dor. A recent cable has announced thal,
*lin America, consideration ix being give |
ag to the advimbleness of providing means
for a  wholesale admisson 3
vessels  under the ﬂ:mqf a ,_i
gerent to  the  Amencan D&
Clearly such an sdmission would not, &
eneral tule, exempt the vossels from Wa-
Ei[ity to capture. Buot the United Stal
is a neutral wu{."i‘it.h Mtfur_ .
" | reasons we must keep on good terms. I8
| situation might become delicate and
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