


[OL.—By W. Jethrs Brown, LLD,,

A beliigerent “otcupies” enemy ferntory,
““besieges” enemy towns, “bombards’ enemy
“blockades”

forts, and enomy ports. The
ferm blocknde js thus limited to maritime
operations. It means the prevenlion of access
1o, or egress {rom, enemy ports, \While
itz object is to oring pressure to bear on
the spemy, it also directly affects neutral
subjpits.  Epemy ships would be liable
t6 capture in any oase. Buf, where o
blockade exists, the object ia to exclude
nouiral trade as well. British policy,
which bas played a conzpicuous part in the
development of international Mw on the
subject, has been affected by cariously
divided intérests,  On the one hand, as
Great Britamny has about onehali of dhe
carrying ttade’ of the world, she is greatly
concerned when a neptral to maintain the
rights of pentral subjects. On the other
hapd, as her chief weapon is .the nivy,
shie is 0o leas concerned when a belligerent
to maintain the rights of belligerents with
réspeet to blockede.  Althoogh the ¢on-
tlict of interests has been peither so great
nor =0 apparent in the case of other coun-
tries, it has been also in evidence. The
general result % expressicle in ferms ot a
compromise witich, like eccmpromises in
general, leaves very much undefined and
unceriain, ;

—\Yhen o Blockads Exists.—

. Belligerents in the past have sometimes
endeavoured to gain the advantages of a
blotkade by a bare anuouncemen: to the
etiect that "the encmy's coasts were
blotkaded. This easy way of justifying
a rad upon neutral property could not be
endured by npeatmal! States Aller con-
kiderable controversy, “‘paper ‘hlockad=s"
were finally forbidden by the Declaration
of Paris oi 1850 According 1o thiz deci-
ration, o blockade, in order to be ‘vinding,
Miust be effcctive, that is ' to siy, main-
thived by a foroe sofficient really to pre-
wvent zecess to the coust of the enemy. “L'hm
may feem clear,  In weality it i very inde
fintle. What is meant, however, 3 that
the Delligerent squidron must ce
sitiated strategically as to muke entrance
|7 cgoess extremely diffienlt and dangerons.

—resent Conditions.—

The eabject s greatly comphicated by
ehanging oonditions of maritime wariare.
It wus once mdintained that a bleckading
equandron most inelude vessels of war (oc-
cupying a virtuslly stationary positinn near
the enemy ports. In view of long-range
coastal ordpance, manes, submarines, tor-
pedoes: and airerult, a blocdkading squadron
to-davy must secesarily bes {ar away from
the epemy ooosf. probably oot mght,
The Zl-in. forpedo has o range of over
700 yarde, & speed of 40 kpole, and
Eul;q;mi:hi.n: adcuracy, The submarine hns
whin submergsd, u speed of 10 Knots and
a range of aver 2,50 wiles, The aviator,
cdpable of moving by day or night, can
drop explozives over batleships in the t

wicinity ol Hlockaded ports” Fquatevﬁm
an expert on nternational law writing in
1910, The figores foday wonkd be even|
more conelusive s rigards the impossi-|
bihity of maintaiming a blocknde st close
On the otier band, the increased
war vessels and %gunllﬂinn

wirelcss télegraph apparatus enable
& blockeding squulron to be reaso
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Jénham msintding that such asction
"be essentially piratical, and thab it
would not be resorled to by a wmodern
State,  Sir Percy Secott, in The Weekly
Times for July 14, 1914, relorte: —"1 will
quote the following extract from a lotter
written by a foreign paval officer:—'If we
went to war with an insular country, de-
pendmg for its food an supplies from over-
‘wea. it wonld be our business to stop that
supply. On the declgration of war we
notify the emgﬂtha.t she should)
warn those of hep merebant ehips coming!
home mot to approach the island, as we
were establishing o blockade of mines and
submarines. Similarly wo should notify
all neutrals that such a blockade had been
established, and that if any of their ves
sels op the Elind they would be
 liable to destruction either by mines or
submarines, and therefore would do so =t
their. own rak. Suwh a prociamation
would, in wmy opimion, be perfectly m
arder, and, once 1t had been made, i any
British or neatral ships disregarded it any
attempted to run the blockade, they conld
not be held to be epgaged in the peaceful
avocations referred fo by Lord Sydenbam,
and if thev were sunk in the ettempt, 1t/
‘couid not ‘be described as a relapse into
savazery or pireey in its biackest fopm.’
Sir Percy Scott may be an eminent autho-
|rity on warfare at sea. He is nol an expert|
on interpabonal  law, I do mot|
think for a moment that neutral countries|
in the present war would tolerate a claim
on the part of Germany to exercise the
rights ineidental to blockade when that
' wag solely bhased on the conidtions
which Sir Percy Scott vpostulates. The
{ firet country Lo make a fuss would prob-
ably be the United States. To suppose
that that country would {amely soquiesce
in the exercise of rights of blockade by a
mere fleet of submarmes 18 to expect oo
much of human pature. As Loid Syden-
ham points out, capiurc of vessels at sea
is an estabibed right of war. “The nght
to kill unresisting non-combatantis, engaged
in peaccinl avocations, has never been re-
cognised. The submarine cannot capture,
and must destroy.

—Notification.—

Tie Declaration of London of 1000 ro-
quires notification of the blockade to neu-)
tral Powers. ‘The declaralion, however, |
has not been formally ratified by Great)
 Britain.: It is, Lherefore. possible that in
| the present war Great Bnlain will clam
the right to establish o de facto blockade
without public declaration.  The eficet of
notification to neutral’ Governments s tg
ereate a prima facie, if not conclusive pre-
lm:gnpt:un that nentral subjects know of the
existence of the blockade., The knowledge
will in general be held a ground for cap- |,
ture of a nentral ship ab any point of her|!
voyage to the bloekaded port. On the|
otirer hand, in the absence of notification
to neutral Governments, the British prac-
tice bas been to give a warning to peutml
shipmasters “approaching the blockaded

i) unless  the = blockade has
| continued 0 Jong a3 by be notorious.
mﬁfﬂw rule, attempted breach of
blockade is a ground for confiscation both
of the ship and the cargo. But where the
ahip and cargo belong to differcht owners,
and the owner of the carpo  cannot  be
th nclmml or eonstructive koow-
e
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SCIENTIST HITS OUT. |
Sydney, August &ﬂ

dress on the science of oducation
the Secience Congress.  If would be @
to show, he said, thai since the wix-
tecoth century the clansioa) pedant ]
done little bub to spoil the rich Eﬂlﬂif
language of the Bible. What was ml

wanied was a  man like Bishop P
to delatinise tho language.q ¥or the aver
age pupil schoolwork wafa terrible Il,ﬁ
hill grind all the ¢ ul-destroying,

stupefying business. ¢ felt that “he!
was u failure, learn thing that could |
1 value o him

1iture life. course he €0 1
pres examinations.  Anybody could
crammed fo pass an  examination, bat
aiter the examination he forgod what l“ti
hatd’ learnest. The predent system
c¢dueation was to be condemned for o
reasons, It was exasperating that

the most wmpors unt, the most hrﬂhu;t,- '
the most expensively educated ple in
England were quite ignorant I:It’IIHl
science, and it might almost be =mid )
i Epite of thesa l:ll‘.:'vl:l' ignorant .1 1
and men like them, in otaer coun
throngh the agency of stientific

all  the conditions of civilisation M"-
being (ransformed.

“The Univeraity man,” he Eutl mﬁ- ,
rans of stience omes a ruier of onr
great mnation, ‘Euu duty durinz war l.lﬂ_L'
peace  being that of a scientific’ admindss
trator, and without turning a Dbalr h@!
fruudulently acoepiy this important du
for which he is utlerly unfit, The
mngt Flll‘l.’-‘;:-' langh’ when they sed 'm
rulers of onrs gibing at seientific tai
giving anporiant posts 1o non-seien :li
men, W ho svorn and obstrock the scens
tific men who are under thelr orders. Hi
4 extraordipary that A man ¢an have
been 50 educated as to be a good dabmg,j
to be able to make a line l
he may have taken a deézree at ﬁﬂﬁrﬂ,
that hie may have passed exhminations m
clasgics, in philosophy and math
and ye: be exceedingly igmorant, illogica
and wnscientific.  Uniortunately the Da:m
ford hermite have by a series of &
dents become the rulers of the zrea
Empire that the ecarth has over m,i
and it i3 very obwvious indeod Shrongm
many other things than the sfarting ‘nﬁq
the South African war, thal they arc
fic for their jobs"




