of abstract fitness it would ccrtainly ap

'fllu Bill proposes to hand over the

ipstitution to  the Edueation
Depuhmmt regurdless  of the wid
differvnces between  the - two diu
ﬂmnf:hwhudﬁm utter unln'lt
ability of the proposed authority for thy

s
it

control at Jeast of the higher or mmtlﬁt.ﬂ

branch. Whatever oys¢ may be  madi
out for the transfer of the industra
dlasws to the Education Departinent, s«
as to merge them into a system of trad
schools 1o be mnnﬁ:m.l with the presen
arcangements for primary and secondar:
education, there is none for denling mmt
larly with tha diploma ecourses in mining
metsilurge, and engineering,  From the
standnoint of a theonst anxious 1o re
organise lechnical education on the basy

pear that the University s the natu
heir to those portions of the school whic
‘are concerned with the professionn]l o

scientific branches of technical instruction
The Education Department fiss no bette

glaim to take over the assocuateship an

fellowship curpicuin of the Sc¢hool taan 1
would bhave to aonex the B.Se. or the
B.E. of the University.  As o matter ol
fact, the two institutions already  work
the sgentidic coumes 1n  cloge co-opera-
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tion, thus avording -:Iup.:c:mun of teaching | "

and appliances, and if a single controlling
authority is considered necessary, it would
natarally and normally pass to tie Um-
versity rather toan to the managers of

| pritoary schiools who lave npeither the
| educational status nor the acquired skill ma

he
kenie
H.u-'l
U8
Lior
ol

for the advantageois assumption of s of |
duties, Transfer of the '--L]E_‘Ilhll[:mlli
=

| branches to the University would be in

perfect harmony with the extension  of
academic work on the technicul side which
ig to De aon int Universities, both in the
old and the new world, which have on-
deavored ta keep pace with modern educa-
tronal requirgments. It ig to the credik
of the School of Mines and Industries that
it ostablished its lngher technical branches
not in competition with gimiar teaching
by ite neighbor, but to fill an abvious gap
in the educational system. When it made
@ sucvexs of them, and the Universily,
fired by a <pirit of emulztion, Imnched
ont in a similar direction, the need of

| co-ordinating the activities of the two in-

stitutions, where they man on parallel lines,
at once arose, and satisfactory arrunge
mente were made to avoid overiapping and
duplication. These have met every objee-
tion on practical grounds to the co-exis
tence of two authotities granting «degrees
and diplomag in  smilar felds  of
acientific training, whle &  whelesome
rivaley hiae been kept alive. Undoubtedly,
however, if changes are to be nmde in
obedicnee to the demund for syztemnti=n-

tion and co-ordinution of educationa’ work, |

the University, pot the Edueation Depart-

dee

ment, should assaume the responsibility for |

the higher and professionk! branches of
technical educativn.
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Fowler, M.A.,
Talbot Smith, M.A,
{. Stirling CMAG.,
membars of
Lmﬂ.rmt to-day. The term. of ﬂﬂiﬂ*
Mr K apple, CALG,, as warden, an
Mr, T. y ':Itnrer. B.A., bg Elﬂhﬂf
Senate, ‘H‘ll} end on \nﬂ.-nd
rﬂinn members nt‘ the counell and
ﬂeautwe offive thg Senate
eligible for pewl hm.
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Bith year to-dsy, an whﬁhﬂw
'Dmrmnnm wtuduhnnﬁ:f

able part in the political life of the Sta
::! m Qt ie Lodge," SLuthuih}t:::

2'

Imﬂm d
St. Peter's Coliege, ﬂlmnu 6 procecd ol
&;ﬁ" e, W
duat lim:- of arts and bachelor
of hﬁu. ﬂmmllod to the bar at the
Inner Tﬁmflu i WA, Sir Lancelot en-
tered the House of Assembly as the upm
sentative of Mount Barker in 1881,
#mx years later ho was returned to tlm
Howse by the electors in tlm Gomeracha
district. In 1500 he took his scat in tla
Legislative Gounml for the Southemn Dm
trict, which e has ted ever since,
He was ghosen Pn-ﬂi ent in JOOL, in suc-
cession to the late Sir Richard Baker, A
]}Mr later he was created a knight bache
or, and the honor of h.lLM G, camo to
him in IM0. Sic Lancelot as a youth wuos
u cat othlete, and he has always taken
cep interest in sports of all Kinds, Far
“mw w;u; ho ét'-l]: n!:n:'tnrr of th& Adolaide
unt (lub, and he invaited
the Huni to meet at St':gba.l . '.‘]l&l'l"
he has din{mn!nd t.'h.u l'h]ﬂ‘jll*
tality for which bhe amoos. He was
once a leading polo phper, and be wstill
manifests consideruble eagerness in reapect
to that postime, Sir Lancelot has becn
hrm friend of the prodocers ever xince
he ontored publie fe, and he 1 widely
known and highlsy respectzd both smong
pustoralists and farmers. He is proud of
1i8 Scotch blood, and bhe las heen an
honored Iumﬂﬂnt of the ["nmdﬂnMn
‘n-_n*mtim le v a goniad, kindly-hearted
man t he has alwoys had the courag:
of by opinions. As Fresident of the Coun-
,ul ho has splendidly maintained the high
standisrd attained by his distinguished pro
docessors in that. office.
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THE SCHOOL OF MINES,

' To the Editor.

Sir—-1 have read Mr, Laybourne Smith's
gtatement in regard to  the Schoo] of
Mines ::ml Industries lppmnng in to-day’s
wsne of “The Advertiser”: wita great at-
| tention and with mﬂ'ﬂcwl interest, |
would not have it appear that in any-
thing 1 propose to say | am antagonistic
to the spirtt in which Mr. Smith writes
on o matter on which he must be re-
parded as an authority, and should be
aeard with profound respect. His long
and useful  assocation with the School
of Mines and Industries zives him the
right to hold views with firmnese and de-
ciwion in regard to the working and value
of that institution, and aithough 1 difler
from him, 1 do not in any way deprecsate
tho r.!!:ﬁ““l and sparit wh.n-h actoates him,
ior thése nimn are Iﬁ'ﬂ“d re-
proaea. Jaot m clearly understood
tant | and those others in Parliament who
jollowed the lead of the Government in
the part of the Education Bill which af-
focta the Schools of Mines, dul 80 ™ith
a full appreciation of the value of those
| institutions, and with a sincers desire that

that value ahould nop be lessened in any
i wav. 1t was not casy m own case at
least to jollow a lead which seemed to,
if it did not, mnd::mn the Previons mam-

ment of those institutions, Their ex-
S. rm. \rurk over mony years, work which,
mq-ec in the case of the Adelnidé
"-:-.: ul’ Mines and Industries, bad

ht it a ‘h;ioﬁd-ﬂdn ‘nnmtt[_-i for 1

-rn.lunutitn omas, was sutficient
E‘mrﬂ panse to any thought of mere
e ordination of edocational instito
o Hnder departmental head oa being the
ide Yum of nttninmr:nh to hq wuﬂnﬂ The
’“frhqlen ment to me for the change Liew

| he ¢ m&:m *lrh“l_ch pro-
h"l‘ :nm;n of the Acts . : E‘m

" Liranches n{ our odu
I'hi- lu\' l.hurl:u hem

“m%a bchnn'l ﬂl Mines

!t;:-%u ﬁﬂmm ilui wnﬂ: ety
0 1 e W nrt

' , whilo the othe mﬂm on
ﬁ:;hg&r nﬂ'“‘ﬂliﬁh -tﬂuﬁlﬁ the Unj-
am . surprised
I ume ‘and others are
Eﬁlﬁﬁt fﬁ?m%%a iden that the

igher and asoudenpe !l.i_bbe more i

| portant and &
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must be apart from the tion
mt—-ﬁ;lil'ddd?th E:h an 1 have
nore with . primary
difficulty s that 1 camnnot see how 3% w
Ine, to develop the trade ang
dustrial school irt connection with

lie whool system without mﬁ:
1ain functions of the School of :

that Institution’s work s concerned,
ireely admit that Lh‘:! links iglft without

st Ng an me ,"l:l'th M
revs Which' §natiss I dploman
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conpess which fina those

wlich give a stamp and o
aradnates who seciire m. e A
alternative methods oy wineh this w |
may be surmounted; the ojge -

oun
which Mr. Lavbourne Smith makes
tion, the other is by continwing Che Sehooi’
of Mines apd Industriex under its pressnt
 method of control s» a of technical
university, into which students from
public trade and industrial schools should
| e for their higher and finishing courses;
mt as the only advantage I can ste in Lhat
mezhod iz the continuance of the present
administration of the School of Mines and
Industries 1 do not regurd it as a ssitle-
ment which will be ultamately stisactory.
Fo= although il would be impossible to
imagine that commonsensc and reasonadle
men, such as are om the coupcil of the
Sehanl of Mines, would not seek to work
in harmony with the methods devised by
the Edueation Department for the adequate
‘training of jumior studenta in techaical and
trade schools; yet the n-rg fact of inde
pendence would ereate such a break that
many possibilitios of misunderstanding and
friction aré conteivable and not unlikely to
occur, 1 am perfectly sure that no demre
for personal aggrandiscoent for himself or
for the members of the council of the
“choo] of Mines and Indusiries actuates,
Mr, Laybdurne Smith in the view which
he has 80 strongly expressed, and it s all
the mare difficult, ¢ ore. to dmagree
with him in his view, but, looking ahead, say
a decade hence, ons ean believe that the
work of the School of Mines and Indus-
tries, chwely coordmated wath the educa-
tional gystem of the State under the con-
trol of a Snoerintendent of “Technical In-
struction, who would supervise the whole
of the techmical school activities of the
State, will be equally snccessfal in achiev-
ing the purposes Which we all value ®o
much, oven although we disagree in the
method devised for their attainment. To
my mind the weak point is touched by Mr.
Lavbourne Smith and in the leading articie
which appeared in the columns of *“The
Advertiser” this morning. where 1t 18
shown that close essociation between the
Univervity and the academic side of the
school of Mines” work is more than de
sirdole to give a high objective to the
offorts of the students, and an ultimate
roward to those who shall be successfui,
which will give a standard of value in
competition with ximilar institutions in
other States and countries. I do not yet
seo the way to overcome thix di ty.
but 1 believe 1t can be surmounted, and
would est that Sir Langdon Bonython
and Mr. Laybourne Smith, with thér un-
doubted kpowledge of the conditions of
the school with which they bave been s
long and hoporably associated, Linked to
a desire for the benefit of the students
who Will use that jostitution in days %o
come, will =0t themselves the task of de-
vising some method by which the assoch-
tion of the Ubiversity may be secured for
the advantage of those who will graduate
from class to class, from junior to senior,
and ultimately té the advanced technioal
instruction which is imparted under the
aegis of the Umrunit.i;.--l am,
; . H. SMEATON,
f‘&fhmﬂt Hm Hﬁh il.a - T
r° COTTOSpo en ocf nob
realive that Mr. Layoourne Sl:tgth muﬁn«l
the position of registtar of the School of |
Mines tvwo years ngo.—Ed.] :
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