The momentous events of the Dar-
danelles campaign have once and for
all committed Australians to a deep
personal Interest in Eurnpm*’lntt‘r-
|natlonal politics.  Practically all the
military forces ralsed in the Common-
wealth and New Zealand are belng dis-
patched to the war front in the Gal-
Lipoli Peninsala; the “roll of homour”
formedd by our gallant and fearless
|boys is already painfully long; and,
from all appearances, the completion
of the tadk undertaken will occupy 4
mnﬂldemme time, and make further
heavr tolls upon the Allles. In' his
fddress at Dundee on Saturday Mr.
Churchill, ex-First Lord of the Ad-
miralty, vigoronsly defended the Im-
|perial authorities for having assumed
the offensive against Turkey, without
walting for a declsive trinmph
slagainst the Germans in  France and
i Flanders. He did not, however, at-
|tempt to demonstrate the wisdom of
prosecuting naval attacks wupon the
Dardanelles forts, independently of the
‘I support of strong land forces. Tt is
(inow evidemt that the early operations
‘1aof the Anglo-French Fleet wére promp-
ted by wuwowarranted optimism, and |
that the Admiralty bad no substantial
,{Teason to expect that an attack by
warships on the Narrows could be sue- |
cessfol apart from the backing of an
.{army.. Admittedly, Greece dlﬁapi
pointed the Allies by failing to dis-
¢/ patch the military aid swhich M. Vene-
zelos ' was willing to give; but the
British Admiralty did not allow King
Constantine’s refusal of co-operation|
to interfere with its plans, and it is
.| now intimated that the Athens Govern-
| ment had been asked to provide omly
115,000 men. To-day 10 times that
number of soldlers is deemed essential
for the enormous duoty in band; and
the vast expenditure of munitions will
linvolve a serious demand upon 'the
| Allies® stores of armaments,
| Yet, as Mr. Charchill observed, Ear)
| Klitchener must have carefully stodied
ithe siuation and counted the cost be-
{fore he consented to the diversion of |
large Australasian, Indian, and British
I territorial forces to the Gallipoli Penin-
sula, with Constantinople as their goal
Yietory over Turkey, and the opening
of the Dardanelles to the Allies, will
have far-reaching and enormously
valuable effects upon the main issues
of the great European struggle. The
truculence of the Turks compelled
mma to give them mno chances of
: in warfare against Egypt or
Britain's friends in the Persian Gulf.
Strategically, it was Detiter that the
Anstralasians should be sent to fight
the Turks m Euarope than retained In
hn Suez Canal zone fo resist an Otto-
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191242 the Ottoman army hss 1

| virtually a German-driven m:ehlna-
{Germany should win In the prese
war, Turkey will become one of %

dependencies.  Teutonic Intuw‘
Asia Minor, the Bagdad W
Syria, and Mesopotamia |
many millions of pounds In capiia

alone; and the epergy and enterpris€y
which marked thelr acquisition cleas
show thnt the Kaiser and his N !-'.'.
ters had resolved upon mnrtrting {
Ottoman Empire into a spbere of Gel

|man Influence, to the exclusion of

[other Powers. Anglo-Indian '
successes in the Persian Gulf
Mesopotamia, and the far more =- f
tant victories to be won, with t'-‘lE
of the Australlans, ia European "".."
key, will be disastrous to German a&
bitions, and shounld hasten the cousp
plete overthrow of Kaiserism. - 3
The Australian troops are sharing i
a task which would have commandedh
the whole-souled approbation of £ 5.
noblest and wisest statesmen of passs
ages—a task which, from the stand
points of humanity and justice, bhasy
been too long delayed. “The mills off
| God grind slowly, but they grind exs
ceeding small.”  The iniquities * |
savagerles of Turkish officialdom I |
for generations been the erying scansh
dal of Western civilization, mld
' blood and tears of the untold numb 0
nf its vietims have eried to heaven for}
yengeanee. It was fitting that the'
rta=_~1'1'1|:111»:3 problem of Ottoman misru
and the attendant Balkan terri
questions sbhould have been rovived ¥
Germany in relation to the greates
war known in history; and that, in he
attitude towards them, she should plagh
a part consistent with her character
as a reactionary tyrant. Her profés
sions of ardent attachment to Turkeyi!|
Induced that deluded Power to pursuet!
| headlong a path to irretrievable ulo.
But the impending doom of the Th
das served as a timely wamlng
Roumania and Bulgaria to free then
selves from Teutonie toils, Ther@
a brightening prospect of a renewal b
tween the Balkan  States of #
friendly understanding which, after §¢
'bad enabled them recently to defs .
thelr ancient enemy, was trqg e
shattered by Austrian intrigues,
Triple Entente are able to womm
the legitimate territorial aspirations "
jall the States will be satisfied, ;tﬁ
actively help to win for Europe a lag
Ing peace by sharing in the. ‘Tﬂtl'
giving the coup de grace to ﬂ:ﬂr
‘ditlonal foes. During the brief y
Which has elapsed sinece the Ralk
‘war Bulgaria has much impmm
army, which is now highly efficid
By joinIng the Allles she may : :‘
war acquire Adrianople and ﬂ b
!tetritnrj' down to the Enos-M "',‘
Roumania and Greece may simil
benefit, and confer advantage )
millions of people, by eco-or '
the work of the Mﬂu' L ’-f
lngs of poor Serbla nml' _.'-*‘- ﬁ'
entitle them to melﬂ |
and the terms of s
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