T part of the wool olip
the State! I;qﬂnmlm have main.
e that Soupa Austraiia ias profited 1o
L extent of hundreds of thousauds  of
BNl by e school's orzanisstion and
Rematimtion of this work., _
idvuntages of Flexible Manazement.
Faat Eloation Bill provides for the
Bansier of  the School of Mines
gn ¢ Industries to  the filoeat 1on
iy i, ],l Tromioves f:rmn the couneid

h matagement a’l the powers conferred |
ou them by the Scaool HII!DHHIEII Act and

L Those poweprs with the Ministers It ]!
tdhi prqvini:: ﬂ:u

=

the eonneil of the |
shall renwin in office, donuded of |
powers which thes have oxercised for |
iy 25 yewrs, and oe givon mew fune-|
tation. I& o@ovides that the
il of Mines shall be 4 “rublic selool’
thar the Directar of Edureation shall
respons b for its Fu!‘l'i::ulum.]'r
answer given by tiose who support
Bill to the statement that the schooi
s done 20 well in the past that it shoujd
bt be distarbed is that under the ;‘lrn—
posed new adwinistration “it will do bet-
ter work im the future.” Now, | wish
o make some omphatic stitements, and
neving graduated a= #n associate of the
sl =oitly hy evoning work, having of-

rwards become o fellow, Lavine been an
mstmetor, apd theo. remistiar for eicht

and baving had cpportunity 1o oriti.
Sally compire the institutions n New
South Wales aml Victarin with our schaol,
4 iy be pamdoned for having  detinite
% To the fivst place. | attribute the
¢ssfol warking of the Schonl of Mines
o the fiexibility of it= nianagement, Sir
apdon Bonython has a thorough grip of
all itz ramifieafions, the council bave been
0 In watching the ipterests  of the
o, I selecting stalf, and adiministering
finance. They have looked to efficiency,
end have dsod thelr inHoence outside of
e achionl As well ax inxide. so that in
Parlinment, in the jres, and in alt de
4;;-:11!“#:1!_- of mmdustry, the shool bas had
b Shaniprons. Un the other hand, they
ave pover eddled wath the  techmical
iwerk of the colices, evidently agsuming
Biat, having secured the Lest man avail-
able ns instroetoar, they <hou'd not intor-
#ere with bis melhnds.. Are we to beliove 1
It one moment that this flexitnlity will
ntmee o bxist il the sohool bevarnes a
sart of the State edocatiopn] system? .
phatically oo’ L s with nes retlection un
the Cicil Service that 1 sy thet the pevn-
far form o dividoal initiative requisite
' the stall of «uch au ingtitution ax the
e uod found i oany Government de- |
ent. The formalities of zovernmen-
work dire too eluborate in permit  the
dogree o adaptamility, and | «hounld
. Indeed, astoniched 10 hent the present
tesetor of Fduation sy thut le eoull
gmsnzater  depertruoutally the Schaol of
Pes and Tndnelries mmore n‘ﬂnumjcn.l}"

efhciently than bas bDeen  the  cads

" the comne'! during the Just de-ade

Ay T ak whether any wction o
v the department L‘H!Etl‘ﬂ'

mterent, or hax had poblic sup

¥ W that epjoved hiy the |

tave wen of the type of onr !

and bie so-conncil’ors heen resdy

e

S



; ' - p
Jate My, David Morray, and the late
B U5 9 - find no parallel in any
department of education controlled de-
Cpartmentaily, It iz a Jamentable El_ctl
that. tne peaple are not intercsted im-’
dividually in Government departments ex-.
cepting to criticise them, |

The Fetish of “Co-ordination.”

The ostepsible reason for the pro-
‘posed transfer of the school to
the FEdacation Department is “co-
ordination,” bat if we think for a
moment we vrealise that the vita] iop-
terests of 4 school of indugtries, its duty’
to serve the requirements of various
professions  und trades, and itz severe

aractics]. charpeter mayke 118 close dsso- |

cint'on with a department administering
primayy  education quite ridienlous, In
iy connection with the school there has
aeen po Minister of Education who bas
covineed any desire to study the workings
of the institution, and the majority gave
ne indicgtion of any interest in it what-
ever, 1t was this knowledge that led me
to say hefore the Commission that the
tchool’s Yconnection with indastry should
be 8o close that the responsibility of pre-
L viding a large portion of the Goyvern-
JEI‘H'I."'HL gvant for its maintenance would fall
on the AMimister of Industry. Only hy
serving dndustry can technical education
{ b¢ given the hie it should have.” I
felt then, as T feel now, that it was not
an approachment to the Fducation De-
partment that was necessary, but rather

a closer association with the Department
of Industry, The BEduocation Bill does
not contemplate the transfer of Roge-
Cworthy  Agricoltora] College to the Edu-
ccation  Department, which accentuates
the contention made. The college will
continng to do its best work when in
closest association with the agricultural in-
terests of the State, and thut 1s obviously
‘under the Minister of  Agrieulture.

Excellent Faquipment.

} There has ©teen much sald about the
- equipment of the school, and it has been a<
 simed that it is not up-todate. In the
main this is quite untrue. For teaching

l
’]‘mrnnmn the greater part of the plant is

perfectly eficient, The elcctrical labora-
tory has practically everything necossary
ithr_- nfmh:mi;-nl engineering luborutory has
exporimental  steam  engines, condenser,
!nml oInpressor, gas  engines and gas
plant, all specially built for demonstrating
the underlying principles of the respective
mechanisms,  Urnfortonately gome eritics |
4o pot apprecinte the special reqoirements |
wof & muchine for insroctional purposes
‘A lathe, for inetance, for teaching screw-
oatting, does not require, nor is it advis
able thav it shonld have, all the up-tas
date accessaries of the modern commercial

article: it should have the pliin essentials. '
vod the man who can waﬂf L ean q‘uzﬂnﬂ:
adapt nimself to  the use of the labor
“aving dovices of the modern machine.

Nor could any school keep abreast of the

fimes ‘i thiv were not the case, for thel

incessant chunge in minor devices would

tead toan amount of g ripping only u«q{htu]

in the greatost of commercinl conceins,  The
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tand inccusate ~taloments th this e |

buchelor of engineering to stn

: - i s B l |' “l'
University and School,
Io conclusion, may 1 refek  to fhe!
connsction of the school with the Puiver:
siiy.  Ax s well knowa, in: the ﬁslhh

=

Lranches of enginesring, mining, snd
lurgy, the two iin‘ﬂﬂhl_ ons nﬁﬂjl‘I
ing, and the University grants e deg)

¥
4 1
'.‘": H i
»
i n

ploting the Joint course, No such o0
operation existe in Melbomme or Sydney,
und it = A tribyte e the autho uf
the  Univenity and  sthoul that
such . co-operation has been possiblo here.
The courses are now s interwoven that
they could only bo separutad ol great ex.

|tained i evidence beafore 1

pense and d'l'l]'l.*ili'llliu]l of plant Mli['w-
g energy.  Sir Langdoy Han[}'thun min-
. ! 1w Commis
wiaf that iF it booumie a ﬂﬂ_ﬂﬁﬁuﬂ'
of Fducation Depntment or Umiversity
to wlich the sehool should Ve irans
terred, the University shogid undertuke
the wark, Them s much in i SAts
ment that has Deen overlooked by mem-
bers of the Commission, 1§ they desire
so maeh to coordinete matitutions, why
not, since they lack the tomerity to make
the University . Government departmenty
wt  an o the vprosident's  suggestion  amd
hand the shool w the University, cons
stitating o special eonncil to control the
industew]  fundtions of the institution,
and leaving the diploma departuents (o
Lhe facu.ties respomsible to the Univer-
sity Counedl? Faling the maintenance
of the intezrity of the old schiool :thI
1 the  beat  sacrifice to  eo-ondimation,
Feom ¢ would resuld an  drrangerent )
satisfnetory to the University, awvd  to]
sraduntes of the school whose diplomas:
would suffer no loss of dignity by the |
change. There would be continpity, nml_}

|

]

the inatitution womd be preserved as
one of those in which the public have
v live intorest, and in which men may
continne to serve as - the .past the!

] i
&+ posal emanates from o desire o orgamiss
1

bomp ol sacnfice.
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Ona of the mest fmportant questiops ol
publi¢ policy which will have to be de-
cided before the Fducation Bill now before
the Legislative Counal reaches finality 18
tho future etatus of the School of Mines |
and Industrics, As the measure stands,
it proposes to bring this institution into |
the system controfled by the kducation
Departinent, the ides being that all techni-
eal schools should be linked up with the
primary and high schools of the Stale
gnder a single administration. The ppo-

on lines of miecbamical uniformity raiher
[than from apy experience of defecia likely
‘to be remedied by forther taxing the ener=|
gies of the Education Department with ne |
gponsibilitics for which ite vfficers have had |
uo training and which present ne natural
afiity to those comnecled with the work
of tlie primary sohools, A restloss aspira: |
tion for system and c¢o-ordination eught
pat t be gratified at the expenss of proved |
efhcieney, amd before lf":u'lirm.'lit;lﬂ.mll:;:ln n;;im ::‘l .
wny chunge in the present el tech-
nical education it should be satisfied thit
it will be of real and not merely theoreti- |
eal advantage. * On all hands the sucoesy
ol the School of Mines and Sadustrics, aswo.
wiated as it has been for yeary in the
higher branches of ita opertions with the




