3 hwn available, hut'
ﬁjibl'atlm:ll of the orga-

dnwmnrs of mark were
by the Commission—re-

- the provisioning, the finan- |
nllpt and exchange, and the be-|
slent  departments.  The first s
\‘.thued with the duty of revictualling
| Me whole 7.000.000 Inhabitants ‘with
necessary Imports; and up fo June 30
|1t bad elther dellvered or in stock over
G00,000 tons of foodstufls for Belgium,
{of the Rross value of more tlmni
m.m.mo. These foodstulfs are resold |
| through a broad system of reticulation,
and the profit earned—£987,000 to June
S0—is devoted to the support of the
fmatup. Through the operations of
Jthe fnanecial rellef and exchange
agencey, large sections of the commus
I_nitj- are réhabilitated In income, and
saved from sinking in the mire of|
poverty. Remittances and loans ml
{sdfone 30 agzregated about £4,000.000
In the benevolent department rhn
|eharity of the world and of the Beigian
lpmp!e themselves is mobilised for tt:u-r:E
suppart of the peeessitous. The expen-
diture in this direction up to June m‘
was £5.000.000; and it iz now proceed-
ing at the rate of £1,000.000 a month.
Beyond this outlay is a large amount
of local charity—-now exceeding
| £2.000,000.  The response of the Ame-
rican, British., Anstralagian, and other.
people to the plea on bebalf of the Bel-
gians has heen “withant parallal in -
ternational philanthrops.” . Without
if. sueeess in the prevention of starm-
tlon wounld bave been Impossible: and
It mast continue. because  individual
reserves and local resources are surely
deelining.  *“The growing and gloomy
problem is that of uneémployment, for
month by manth 2 Farger proportion of |
the industrial mass of over 3,500,000
people falls farther and’ further into |
destitution.” In addition to the Bel-
gian work. the Commission since April
last has been  provisloning 2,300,000
civilan people in that portion of
northern France which is occupled by
German armies. The distriet is mostly
of an industria]l character, and is nor-
mally dependent for the larger share of
18 food supplies upon Importations
|from other sections of France. The
inadequacy of local production, with
the destruction resnlting from military
‘Iﬁpﬂﬂ.ﬂfms canand a shortage of fooll
which threaténed the population with
famine in its most acut: form. Reznlar
Aweekly ecargo steamer services qire
maintained from North America. River
Plate, Indian, and Britsh ports, and
| the ships are Inmoune from atieck. At
am the foodstuffs. sare  tran-
Inte a large feet of lghters,
and these are towad down the eanals
to ‘warechonses  and Inmmg ceutros
t Belglum and  Northern
mm tasks of  the .

| 0 are performed with ln.;
efficiotey and eareful atten-
detall: mwmm LIS

o
w the orgnnization 18 & monument
Mmmﬁwﬁmm
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A pax euwre

ser” on Monday in which it was stated
that in discussing the acheme of the B e
tish Govornment for applying scionve mc| Ty

effectively to indultries, and the w|cor
dom of extending it to the Domipior ful
Professor D, Orme Masson, of Melboury €97

on Saturday expressed the opinion | _ﬁ:
the science of Australis, as much as thjy o
of Great DBritain, required organising | ’ro
make it available for mational purposd wa
Professor Kerr Graot, of the Adelaide U g::

versity, agrees with Professor Orme )
son’s view that there is need for a bet
organisation of sciénce n relstion to
State.

“There is nothing, in my opmion, 11
sald to a representative of “The Adve :""’
tser” on Wednesday, “with which n 0
tional  efficiency and progress are thre
closely bound wup as this probleipes
of effectively orgaunising ecientific knowo!

odge and applying it to the net'dﬂ“!
of the cnmmnm]:y. It should be undel’™
gtood, however, that 1 use tae wo

‘sciency’ in its comprehensive wense, anfY
would not quarrel with tae sociai or eco’'”
nomic reformer wao claims priority of imsut
potrtance for his remedies for souinl oy L
provided only tuat these receive the sanc-
ton of #ovial oy economic science.  L'nu
0.al brauch of the British Saence Guild
Liss, in fuce, during toe pust few years ad-
vocated several legislative medsures of
soc.al reform, two such, for example, reiers
tng to care of imfant ke and to controi
of venercai discase. Bo far as regards Loo
apphcation of stience to industry, it is ob-
v:ons that opporcunities Lere for tins are
'much more modest and restricted than in
such countries as Great Britain, Germany,
or the UNSA. In Germany for mapy
years, and now, I believe, to an increasioz |
extent in America, it is the practice for
farge ' industrial  concerns—take a8  ex- |
smples the Baden Anibune Dye Company
and the GQeneral Electric Company ol
Schenectady, N.X.—to organise a special
department of research, maoned by men of
first-cluss sc1entific trainiog and cahibre.™

Dosg it pay?

“In the long run, and often alfter ra-
peated fmlure, it does. The German
Amline Dye Company spent thousinds of
pounds—with no certainty of final suoccess
—in developing a synthetic process of mak-
me suphuri¢ acid. The very frst year's
eeturn from the perfecied process resouped
them handsomely. Similarly, the General
Riectric Comiany wasted bundreds of
pounds in ex ximenm with X-my bulbe
until finally their expert evolved a new
'type, which in a few years will entirely
repluce the old in the markets of the
world,"”

It is a costly matter evidently.

“Yes:: such rescarch departments and ex-
periments a= these can, obviously, be sup:
perted oniy by large industrinl organisa-
tions. Failing these, it is the npatnral
province of the State to organise a general
research laboratory for the solution of its
mdustral problems.”
| You have noticed that the Government
intend to do something?

“Yes; thix principle has, happily, al
| ready received recogmition from the Go-
'vernments of the various Australian States,
'not least by that of South Australia. The
- present Minister of Industry in South
| Australia vécent’y announted his intention
| of ereating a special department for chemi.
| cal research on certain € ecific problems ol
commercial importance to this Stite. This
is n step in tho right direction, and may
lowd to big things. The late Govern
ment alio recogmised it when they com
bined the offices of professor of botany
‘st the University and State vegetahle

atholopist,  Other depstments at  the
L niversity also assist the work of various
' State departments, Rut there 18 room
lor much extension of thus conremiti n
This research work, in applied no less than
in pure scionce, should in fa t be regirdod
as the prime and nat mese'y as an acne
dental function of onr State universities,
I'he University should be (he :esearch labo
ratory of the State.” :

Could it be worked without in uring the
University !

“Such an extension of its activities won'l
in oo wise impair the eflicency of e
 Universily as un institution fr the train
ing of profesdonsl men, On the contrary,
nothing so atimulates the interont of toa hes
and student allke as eontact with the ao’
.tgnl problems of his science, ns opponed tw
the necessarily covoneted problem o of the
clasroom, advantases med el sty
dents de from : ion  {n_ how
) wark woald then bhe  whared

stwlonts in  all the arplied i
e work of atiacking these |

e — l-‘v..l I
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'ig:ht be assigned, voder difection; |
hest braine among the gr ﬁliﬂ%ﬁ
e t of all

| §:
| This is the solutxon of t
| commercinl probleme=t0  atlise 10 the
‘ullest advantage the hrli‘npgu: of te
community. Appliad to l.h{u 1eF PUTDOse
than the creastion or application :ﬁ_-u';t
knowledge, such brain-power—| ds nn:
here include the mu;béﬂ}n _ r’
‘rom an olonomic point Bl view, utier
wasted. A Varaday or an on ?5
0

4 demned to the routne of an off

4 can caleulate the lose®" s

1 How would you proceed with (he
scheme?

| e s

=

A

: “Let us suppost that Mr. Pelor Waite's
spendid zift of Jand to the Umivemity te
| made tae bas’s of an I.'l!'ﬂ'ﬂl'hl‘l_fi_] research
. institute, endowed with a wise liSemlity,
" to permit oi extended exper ments AT
N axpert staff on the prodlems of w
tbreeding. It ns suppose thal theas ey
leiperiments resuit finally in the pro'uct'e!
owof a wheat that will yield k) sibgle busne
wdonly per acre more Lian €he wirieties o
jegpresent cultivated. This is no sxtravagar
o, pupposition. Taking 2,000,000 ASres as of
average area under crop, We Ses that ¢
woiingle result of scientrfic reseapeh wou |
Lim-:uﬂiw: to }ift from oar ghoulde=s for eviP

o Lhe whole fpancial burden offthe war1 P




