‘him eminent wherever he mighe have Geen
plaoed. Fmd of an intellect which
was powerful and plercing, he had, as well,
atrangth of personality, powers of rhietorie
and command of facial expresson wiich

f'mblnd; made han a very vigorous and
forc.hle character, Me ulso possessed a
charm of manner wiich endeared om to
his intmate friends, and at the same time
Was A cauds ol stteaction even to his pok-
tical opponents, He was alwavs a fair
fighter, and stood preeminent in debate.
Aftor 1 entered Parliament, 15 years ago,
and had had ﬂ:dwrmum of one or two ses-
sions in the House of Assembly . war
asked whom T considerad to e the best

dedater. Notwithstanding that such men

a5 the late Mr. Ningston and the late Sir
brederick Holder, Sir John Cockburn, andy
Mr, Jenkins were membera of the House

I unhesitatingly nsmed Sir John Downer
as the ablest debater, and 1 have never,
bad rewson to revise that opinion.”

“Innate Kimndliness.” |

“Sir John Downer's death,” remarked |
Sir Josiah Symon, “is a very sad grief to
all the profession, and everyone who en-
joyed his friendship. He will be greatly |
missed in the law, and his place in Parlia-
ment and public life will be difficult to
all. K is not far short of 50 years since
se firsl met. He bad then just been |

called to the bar, and was taking a holi-
day in the South-East with a friend, Mr. |
Galbraith, Soon afterwards I came to |
Adelaide. Professiopally we were practi- |
cally contemporaries, and also in polities.
AWe were in the House of Assembly to- |,
io:hf_*r m 1881, and he succerded me as
Atterney-General when the Bray Ministry |
wis formed. Together we* shared in the
later movement for Federation. We were
colleagues in the Federal (Convention, and
afterwards in the Senate, of which he was
a member for three years, He then re-
turned to State politiecs as a member of
the Legislative Council. During all that
long period and throughout those different,
soheres we were intimate personal friends,
IS John bad many gifts, both of mtellect
and of heart. He was a remarkably able}
lawyer, and with great power and persis.
tence in argument, bnt T think he excelled | .
as an advocate with a jury., He had a}
‘keen sense of the humorous, and few equals}
in capacity for effective banter, which was
absolutely free from any trace of malice
gr venom. These mame qualities were
conspicuions in his Parliamentary work,
His speeches in the Legmslature were
alwayvs informed with a defimte purpose
well thought oot. expressed in langnage nf
quite a literary Havor, and effectively de-
livered, In the Senate he was listened
‘2o with great attention, and was liked
by everyone, Fkew  peo le  outside his

rsonal intimates knew how widely read
ﬁ‘; was n literatore. His retentive
memory enabled him to quoote very freely
and always appropriately, and never obtru-
sively. His best quality was his innatg
kindliness. During the last 10 or 12 years,
that iz after Sir John had retired from the
Senate, we had not very many opportuni-
ties to meet each other outside the work
of the profession as previously, but onr
mutuz] friendship remained undisturbed
and undiminished, and my own life wiil be
the poorér now that he has gone.”

AMr, Nesbit's Admiration.

. My, Paris Nesbit, K.C., said:—“When
1 came to Adelaide to be articled in May,
1868, T first met Sir John Downer at a
‘party given by Mra, Bell, who-then con-
dneted the premier school for voung lmdies
in Sonth Aunstralia.  He distingoished
himself by reciting with great elocutionary
r\wpr the poem ‘Nothing to Wear. He
had not long before then left the office
of Mr. Rupert Ingleby, to whom I was{
articled. und started aiz profession with,th
".{l‘ii brother, ‘Mr. A. Q. Downer, and the tu
Mfirm soon _became kndnwn as one of ﬂg: gl:
ast riRing an promising  i0
,T?hr ety The deceased gentieman th
yapidly  took «  promnnent  position he
among the members of the junior sk
Bar, and soon became ita leader. HIS 5o
ractice wag at first mainly in the Local vi
‘Courts, but he quickly extended his work .Je
to ‘he Supreme Court, where his brilliant B
_Tﬁlmt& and great ubility xoon obtained for'w.
‘him a foremost place in  the profession, m
| en by the side of such gmnts as the late th
r. Justice R, I, Stow, and the presenim
ief Justice. He was, T think, the th
test master of forensic omtory [ bave of
8 &7 to the jury inin
well-known la cARe WS qurhmlyhl‘-boar
ort ol to a jury I havelis
?&Fm o ?mndb-m nd, i
lof his genial manper and ways, and, w
n my opinion, he has been for many di
w one of the two or three men of firs I
ass ahility in Parlisment.” Lk oA
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- nlnd om | the _
~ and destiny, 1  knaw pro-
e e e
« presanoc Uit
wate Reality, Frank l.%fﬂﬂﬂ in_hig
thinking, and accustomod t
evidlence, he was not confeut either to ac
copt, or deal in phrases  or eatch-word
withoot submitting them to such  enti
winatinn as forced them to  disclos
their contenta.  Where others might be
cantent to take np and employ certain cur
rent formuoiae of religion, without any re
gard as to whother they &tood for realis
tice of thought or feeling, he would nsist
on laying them open in order to ascertan
whether their real valee and their face
'valve conld be found to co wf+He
loSaxon
Any-

Ipozsessed to perfection the  Ang
ove of candor and hatred of a lhe.
thing that savored of affectation was an
ahomination teo him, and made him smply
terrific in denunciation—a veritadle super
Dreadnought' in bis power 1o pour out a
| devastating fire of scornful  epithet, of|
which no man ever bad a richer or more
_ mendy-to-hand nesortment.  His deyotion
to truth amounted to a passion. Wherover
'#he Ted he was prepared to follow, and
iwith never o fear as to the e, He
aecepted facts from whatever quarter they
(onght present  themselves, and  however
hiostile to any preconceived notion he may
‘have eborished. Thus, like all  honest
| senkers after  truth, he kepit
an opien mimi reserving s
judgment until all the available evidence
wis in. This 18 ever the fest of #in:
cerity, and it was i fest That Sie Joan f
finely survived, QOF course, to many, suca
a men:al attitude is too rentytive. They
. become impatient of people who cannot
- close the circle and fimally ‘make up their
minds.” Thev would have ro sympathy with
Amold of Rughy when he siid that he
never drew on hig s00KR 0f & marning wigh-
gut wondering whether he migat not have
( to revise some article of his creed before
ne polied them off agnin at mght! - But
wo must never forge: the debt we owe to |
tHose wWhose hesituncy springs, not from |
oppogition fo the truth but from regard
tor it.. Their vencration (8 so great that
they wish to test the credentials of every
claimant, lest perchince they shounld un-
wittingly give hospitality 10 an error mas-
Jquerading in Truth’s sacred name.  Of
{conrse this temperament has the limita-
tione of its gqualitres.  Alen like Sip John
are nop ‘requently foupd in the firing line
of the Chureh Army;. but even here, as in
carnal warinre, there i8 good work to be
done in the way of testine the acouracy
of the weapons employed, and the quality
of the ammunition that 18 baing handed
tout, Those of us who are in hand-to-hand
conflict with the down-dragging “orces that
menice our social life, are in danger of
renning our power to waste through seek-
}ing, as Huxley pointad ount, fo treat had
Jsocial diseames with worse remedies, Many
|a time have T proved tie advantage of
| taiking these questions over with Sit John,
! whose keen, out always Kindly and sym.
pathetic eriticism of my weapong, has en-
abdled me to add to their precision and
power,"
“In a general way, oi conrse,” con-
tinved Mr, Howard, ‘it has to be
said thal perpetual suspense of judgment,
wlhere great questinDs are pressing for go-
1lution, is as much to be depreemted as
‘over-histy conclusions, and that where ab-
solute certainty is not ascertainpable the
wisa man will always proceed upon e
Erepﬂndrmt probabilities ag they present

.themgelves to his mind. Any other ath-
tude would betray either weakness of. will,
or insincerity of heart, neither of which in
the search for truth, could ever be Jaid to
the charge of Sir John Downer. Those who
had not the privilege of hie intimate friend-
“ship, eam have no conocepiion of bow ab-
 sorhing wns his interost in the great and
vital truths of the Chrstian fmth.  Sir
“John Tad a Eﬂil admiration for the
- Epigtles of St. Paul, and many a night have
“we #pont together in his honse, New Testa-
ment in hand, followmg the ressonings of
 the mht n lr;lnmi as the e IIE;;
- ment bent o its close it was great to wa
the look on his face as the inevi
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v of the conclusion alreudy made itself folt
'in advance. 1t wax as th he were
cepectator in some oelebrated , and,

' Listening Lo 4 brotheradvocate driving
jury by invincible logie to an
vonliet,  To hear him read the Seript
 ITAS. an peation ‘a the art of corres
distributed emphasis, 10 would bave

bie




spaniveness of
was tirit made 1
r.tt;w or pelm = le
A Lmn .
of ﬂf:ﬁm : -
N John . : _ oTr
prescher had he bm called to the church,
or 4 great actor had he chosen the stage.
Notwithstanding, Jowever, the vﬂ?mﬂ

brijliance of hix outstandiog ﬁn

taimed the heart of u little chiid. Where

aaller men would have been uplifted snd

have lost their heads, e preserved & finely-
mlanced estimate of his pluce apd power.

It is only the thougaut that all the nch

harveeling of the n{i‘ﬂl‘!—-—ﬂlﬂ matured judz-

ment, the woell-informed mind, the -
stricted hears, the disviphned w=:il, the
subdued and reverent spirit--are msaiely
gathered and guroered  within  an
anidinz personRiity, beyomd the

power 1 of  denth or deay o

reach or touch, that can recondle us to

the passing of #0 true and trusted a

friend. For hmn. however, there pevd

be no regrets. . He bas won through to
those ampier fickds of life and servide,
where, unfetiered by the bounds of time
jand space hiw ever-guthering powers will
coatroue to unwld
l “In those great offices thatl suit

The full-gzrown energies of heaven,

“An Tor us whawere s Nendsand com-
rades, and who linger yet a fittle longer in
| the fray, it but remaies 10 &till fight on,

and piay fhe eume, il we too reacn 'Ln:!
"Happy lIstes’ Let o8 comiort one an-

other in the thought with which the nﬂ[
' dened Ulysses perved nimsell, and those |
who called him fnend:— |
“Death closes all; but sometiing ere the

It end
|

Some visrk of noble note, may vet e dunt; '

' Tho' much is taken, moch abides; and tho’
| We are not now that strength which in oid

dars a

Moved earth and heaven: that which we
AP, WeC are, o

One equal temper of heroic nearts,

Made wgﬁlk by time and i{ate, oul sirong
in wil

To itrli:i"r to scek, to hod, and mnot to
yvield.”

Reference in the Civil Court,

When the Civi] Court mat on Monday
morning, hizs Honor Mr Justice Guordon
being on the Deneh, Mre. T, O Ho lund
who was the only: =>1awel present, referred
to the death of Sir John Downer. He
said he had just heard with sorraw of 1he
death of Sir Joha Denvner.  He would be
missed, not onv by the ]'hﬂ}f'l."ﬂ-.t_l'ﬂ'l Lut by
the State =emarsdly. He was highly pope-
Iar with His felloy jega! practittemess, and
his death would be regrettad by
the members of the Law Sovety.

Hizs Honor Mr. Justiw Geordon suid he
had been told of the death of Sie Juhn
Downer just a8 be was stepping on  the
bench He was too mnch = od to may
what he would like to gay at present. Sir
John Downer's death was a loss not only
the South Atstmalhan bar, of which be was
a distinguished ormmament, but to the whele |
community, He had devoted his great
knowledpe and talents to the servige of the
Puhlic for a-perod of at least 35 vears. Hix
fyes wou'd be felt throughoot the Common.
waalth, for, apart from the walaahle servi
ces he had repdered to the politieal life of
South Austzalin, he had taken a prominent

rt.in_the proceedings whith had %ad to

‘ederation, and later on he had Iwen a
reprosentative of South Australia in  the
(Camnionwesith Par’ He was &

n of whom the con had goad resso
man of w n
ﬁt‘h'wﬂhﬂhui‘

to be proad, amd
versally dep &




