‘ments and to wave ad emphasising foré-
r at the Speaker or ,ft. 1.":|J|".'~:.|;.r mem-
b{ﬁ‘ﬂy of driving home his

points. In the history of Sonth Australia
| successiul lawyers have often developed in.
to successful paliticians, and Sir John
Downer was one of many of his profsssion
Who took a foremost place both at the
bar and in the counsels of his country.
'His legal knowledge was always cheer-
fully and unmervod]]l-.:ﬂcrtd for the ser-
vice of the Uouse when difficulties arose
concerning the drafting or the interpreta-
tion of a Bill or a clause, and in the As-
sembly, as in the Council, his advice
on such matters was accepted with the
utmost confidence even by his political an- |
tagonists, He had no nal enemics,
for although Sir John said severe things in
debate, he had a very kind hear:, and was
never quite so angry as he appeared to be.

A Believer in Australia.

Sir John Downer did great and valuable |
work in State politics, and he was rwica
Premier. It was his good fortune
m IS8/ to  represent - South ~Aus
tralia in London on the occasion
of the Jubilee of Queen Victoria, on
which occasion he carried out his duties
with dignity and a true sense of the great-
ness of the occasion. In the sphere of
Federal politics, however, Sir John Downer
perbaps performed the most signal service
tor the land of his birth. te always en-
tertained broad views oa public questions,
and, az befitted a native of Australia, he
bad an abundant belie! 1n the potentiali-
tes of the Commonwealth, s people, and |
its resources, He said, too, thac 1if its|
high destinies were to be worthily achieved
there must be a union of forces which
would erable Australia to speak with one |
voice an the counsels of the world, instead |
of as a mere congeries of State, Although
a true and loyal South Australian, Sir John |
Downer never feared that this State would !
guffer by a federation with the more popu- !
lous and more prosperous eastern Stages. '
In his important work as one of the drafts-
|men of the Commonwealth Act and one of
Ithe leaders of the Convention, Sir John
|gave zealous and assiduous atitention to
the many difficult problems which came
up for solution. "hile he was a cham-
plon of the small Sates, he was not a
mere provinemlist, and ‘he took broad
views concerning the powers which should
be conferred upon the Federation as well
! as in relation to the franchise on which it
]|shf:.--nld be clected. He bad already earned
| the grazitude of the women of the commu-
nity by carrying the Married Women's
Property Act through our own Parhamen:,
and he was an advocate of women's sufirage
for the Commonwealth., He was an ex-
cellent constitutional lawyer, and he had
. powers of exposition which enabled him *o
" explain knoily points. He was also learned
in the history of Australia, and knew both
its needs and potentiaiities, and he was
diplomati¢ in the expression of his views.
. He possessed many of the best qualities .of
‘& statesman, and he devoted all these
talents and equipments with enthusiasm to
‘the task of making the Federal Constitu-:
‘ton a model both of wisdom and draught-
imanship. He was able to draw omn his
intimate acquaintance not only with the
|Constitutions of the United Siates and
‘Canada, but those of ancient times. His
wingle purpose was to give Australia the
very best, and he ecarned the encomiums |
not only of his colleagues on the Draiting
\Commuritee, but of the whole Convention,
the cheerful * diligemce he brought
to his task. He was the most approach-
ble of m was always to

listen to the apinions of others, even if he
if always followed hia own ripened judgment.
|I His native Jand had every reason to be
‘proud of him, and Australia as a whole is |

‘under a debt of obligation t0 him.

|

: A Family of Lawyers.

Sir John Downer was only about eight |
years younger than the State in which he
was born and to which his bonorable and

Jsuccessiul career Lelonged. As a rnungl

man he was brought into contact with the
|{men who had founded and built up the in-
teiitutions of which in later years he was
imscl{ butiress and supporter. In man-t
- food he was assoc.ated as a Tellow-worker |
|with those great men who eatablished the
|Commonwealth, and he helped to drait the
Constituiion which has been the admira:
gtion of the world. Sir John belonged to a |
family which has done mush 6 make bis |
itory in this State. Four of them were
Jawyers and two were legizlators, Tiu_-
ith rotaer was Mr, Charles Downer, of
ofiame: vl ool il
ole.# by LR - : F'im
 the State by thﬂl?t that he served his
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articles with the firm of Bartley, Bakewell, ~
and Stow, whno were well known when
Sonth Australia was a very young commu-
nity. He never had any political ambilions,
but he has held a most important position
as a financial magnite, and he has in addi-
tion to his legal business done valuahle
work on the directorate of some of the
chief instifutions in the ecity. Mr. H. E. o
Downer, who was for many years Commis-
sioner of Insolvency, gave up that poaition 1
to enter Parliament, and he heid the office
of Attorpey-General in the Cockburn Go-
vernment. He was assocated in business
with Mr. Harold Downer, whose abbity ax
a speaker and profonnd knowledge ol the
law gave promise of a highly successfol
career, but he died npearly 38 vears ago.
The legal firm of wwhich Mr, A G
Downer and Sir Jonn Downer were|
partners dates Tack _to 1868, and
it has always stood high in the estimi-|
tion of the pnblie by reason at once of the
legal Rnowledge of its principals and of
their upiriomished personal charcier.
later times the frm has included Me.|
Frank Downer, son of Mr. Henry Downer,!
and Mr. Fred. Downer, son of Sir Joan!'
JDowner. Iad Sir John not devoted so much
o1 his time and thought to the monetari
Jnprofitable realm o politics he woul
nave taken an even more promineni posi-
tign at the bar than he enjoyed ifor so
many years, and he would unwmﬂh‘ |
aave fAlled a judgeship had he n s
minded. Indeed, he might have gone on
 the Supreme Court bencn as it was, but he
referred at the time to continue in a
| Bmentary career.

A Native of Adelnide,

‘Born in Adelaide on July g} 184, Sir
John Downcer throughou: his life retained
ok 7a. o phiviogs of i e Detedes
whioh 18 toe privilige of PALIIOLA
|'Hu was a lo EI_Aumﬂipn amd he tﬁlﬂl
abounding British };ntnutllm. but "g’l‘:
dearest place in his waAR for
own land and for the “Queen C ‘the
uith.” He was ulwaw ready to .
pion ite intﬂ;'pltu. :Idthﬁr M‘&‘Iﬁ? i:
R many publie eppacities, ana :
din];?ﬁ-‘:hm combined ‘#I&___h‘l!-._; |




&tores  of information, made dix help 10~
valuable both at the Fedemil Convention
and in the Senate, as well as jn  the
motherland, and at the conferences he at-
tended with inter-State representatives,
He had a very cogent way of setting forth
his arzuments, combined with scintillations
of zood-huvmored wit, which were of ma-
terial assistance to him, not only at the
bar and in the Lexidature, but on all othes
occasions.  He was a skilled raconteur,
and in private hfe was always a charminz
companion. He was faithful ¢t friend-
abips to a1 degree mot always attained by
public men. There was not a_ trace of
meanness in hig disposition, and no ane
could say that Sir Joan Downer ever wen:
back on a promise, or proved uniaithil
to a trust. In this respest politica did
not spoil him, and legal subtleties had no
eflest upon him. - \

Another thing of which Sir John Dow- |
ner was very proud was hisoli achool. He
wis one of the early seholars of £t
Peter’'s College, which is three years

 younger than was Sir John. HMis stadies

were afterwapds conlipued with a lesal
firm, for there was no University in Ade- |
lnide 1n thoss days, and at the age of 24
yeara he was admitted to the bhar, anl’
shortly afterwards the wellknown firm
of G. & J. Downer came into exis
tence.  The legal prodemsion in thoss far-
away days included many wmen of grea:
talents, and the South Austmalian bar had
a reputation equal to that of othee
sinilar fraternity in the Elnr-irn.u‘éfr John
sni bis brother, however, were able o
hold therr own agninst tﬁa'rmm and

from the beginning they won soccesa
their consmientions and thorough meth

ot mng'i_nt out their duties to <lents and
the public, | |
- HIS LOVE FOR POLITICS,

Sir John bad alwaye a yearning towards
politics, but he saw the wisiom of sccuring
¢ good footing st the bar before be as
pired to enter the Parliameatars arena
! His indusiry and hix devotion to hie pro-
feesion, however, had brought him sach
success that at the ae "-h,-hlﬁt-‘g
soll jostifisd in ' districr of




