of his dmnrrmnnt* but he bllm
la fow wholesome whic &%
must carey muﬁcﬂmmm“
observers.  “The chief defect In oud
edueational poliey,” be says, “is th T
fict that the school training tends a i
most entirely to the scademic lfe. &
What is needed i a fair balance be ™
tween manual or domestic tralning nm_"'-'
intellectoal develSpment by the .im-}_."
parting of knowledge. The Influence ot ™
the school shonld as readily prepare®
and foster in boys a liking for mechant *
cal arts and industries. or for agriuul-..ﬂ
tural and pastoral pursuits, as for comi ©
wercial, eclerleal, or literary ecallin T
The defect mentioned has long been apf ®
parent, and it = highly desirable tha t?
the promised new BEducatlon Act shalll
provide for its removal. There are It
the State, and especlally in the metro
politan area, far too many vouths of}©
the unskilled labourer class, which, Inl®
periods of trade depression is usually \
in difficulties. The skilled training of *l'
¢
1
!

i

the hands develops industry and re-
sourcefulness, besides glving to people
a sense of power and an unfalling
medans of pleasure. The State will bhe
all the richer when an iTI('I'EHh“HﬂFl 3
large proportion of its boys and girls|
are made to realize m practical ways|
haw wonderful and Invaluable is thr:[
human hand, as well as the brain|
which governs it. j
The common complaint of FIt‘PHFlTF‘
pressure upon teachers, with resultingl
nervous breakdown, is explained by
the facts that the classes are often foo)
lnrge, that too much & attempted, and
that women are given work which:
could more suitably be discharged by
men. Rezarding the eurriculum In-
spector Pavia records in a thonghtfl
report that a friend who sent a copy
of that curriculum to a leading ednea-
tlonal authority in Zurich recelved in
reply this comment—*“That is a won-
derful enrriculum: but how is [t taught
iin the time allotted—six years?' A
member of the recent. Edneation Coms-
mission stated that the South Austra-
lian Department accomplished in six
years what neighbouring States nnder-
took in seven. It is Ineredible. how-
cver, that the children of this State are
intellectually the superiors of others In
the Commonwealth: and few people
wounld conclude that our Department is
right and the rest of the world wrong
i such a matter, A too-hurrled ah-|

sorptlon of the conrse of studyr prn-l

videdd cannat produce the best rasnlts:f
it may lead to mental Indlgestion and|
naugea., Many children on !r-nﬂnr.:'
schonl are n disappointment, because of
crmnde deficieneles In thelr knowledoe

of English and the rules nf grammar,




spolliog, and pubctustion. Sermiogly,
the slower boys and girle do uot get
‘a falr chanee with tha carricilios, The
foundation of fthe educaiignsl sirues

“ture 1= not properly lald. Mr. Pavia
cadvises that in future theee shall be
,seven standards |nstead of six. The
cchild would then recelve mom thorough
,grounding fu all subjects, nnder more
(congenial conditions, and both teacher
cand pupil would benefit, A welcome
. and deeply interesting new fenture I8

= L . - - L

enl Inspector (Dr. Gertrude Halley).

| Parents will be glad to know that Dr.
| Malley is strongiy opposed Lo the clos-
ing of schools as a4 general rale during

|
|
'
:
|

| halily be duly considered shortiy bF
| the Parliament.

the second annuoal veport of the Medl-

The facts detalled justify the provi-
glom of a madical staflf adequate for
the work of Inspection in all schools.

outhreaks of infectious disease, She
again foreibly draws attention to the
wisdom of making special provision
for the mentally defective ehildrén in|
the =ehools, This and othar gquestions|
of concern to the rising race will prn"
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A DEPARTMENT OF

HISTORICAL RECORDS.
e |

IMPORTANT REPORT BY PROFESSOR |

HENDERSON,

E

Ouoe of the most valuable of dhe many |
reports which were laid on the table of |

thut compiled by Prafessor (. C. Hender-
son, of the Adelaide Umversity. Its title,
“The collection, storage, and preservaton
of archives in Europe,” mighs not exoctly
capture the pubke imagination, but the
subject, when analysed, really has an im-
portant interes For some consderable
timg, as s:xphuitﬁd by Professor Henderson
(wibo i8 Obairman of the Library Com-
| mittee of the Board of Governors of the
Public Library, Mueseum, and Art Gallery),

{ to collect all imporiant orginal documents
likely to be of service in the preparation
of nn historical review. “‘In this work”
he saye, “the members of the board have
displayed a keen interest. A Jarge number
of thoee records have been obtained, in.
cluding copies of the despatches that
Detween the Governors of thw . ity
and the Sccretary of Slate in 'England.
Many private citizens whose jxirents
relatives have been assockted with ampor-

admunistration have handed over Qheir
gapers, and alrcady there are reconds
enough in the Public Library to jostity

gimilar to that which in other countries is
commoniy called ithe Archives or Public
Recond Office.  But before procecding defi-
nitely to the foundation of such an instln-
tion, the bosnd of governors thought it
would be wel to bave o repori concerming
the most up-to-date and approved method
of stomug and preserving arcluves n
Europ#, and as it was my énlention o Visii
Europe in 1014, the Government Was re-
quested to grant me an honorary com-
mission to enquire into the collection, pre-
‘wervation, and classification of archives in
Great Britain and the Continent.”

—~What Should be Doneo—

Professor Henderson thinks it nught be
better to ubandon the word “archives” in
couneotion  with onr gradually increasing
collection in Nouth Austraka, and to sub-
stitute for it “Ine Deparsment of Histori-
cal Records.”” After dealing with the scope
of the depatdment, which would embrace
diaries, chronicles, roports. garcites, calen-
e D st Bnder
[ AN 2 neWEN e, ]
son  remarks agrecably sur

that b
prsed to find in the Public Kecatd Ohio
at the time of hs vikig, 1he ¢o m

between the Coloniul Office and tha A
tralian mhniu.m:-“ well as other l&:

erni th of the Empire, as late a
f?ﬂf‘; uiﬁ‘rﬂm:f Renyon mu-l rn

efforis have been made in South Austraha

the existenee of 4 histonical department

a
4
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K
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| the Homse of Assembly on Thursday was |

tant entorprises and branches of our local |




i
&

82
i)

i
EEdgy

g
E
]

bER
Fcf

£E

§

b

in some central pn(enblswl‘n
which i the mat of the Federal .
ment; that State archives should be <ok
lected and reserved in the capital of each
State, and the original documents belonging
to municipalitios or fountry O#F0s My
under certain conditions, be kept m the
Jocalites to which they strictly belong.
the general trend & expert  optmion
favoured the collection of nearly all offiesal
docurmenta of any pars of a State in ihe
capital of that State, . . . Theme
isome folic who think that the whole s &lem
{ehould be centralized, and that all the his
torical documents of the Commomwealth
shoald be deposited in Melbourne. Expert
opinion in the Umted Kingdom = di
dedly against this; it favours decentraliza-
tion, at Jeast to the extent of prw;':r:u :

g

3

all State documents in the

Riate, The reason for this s essentially
the same as that which jostifics esch State.
in the right o manage <& own education, |
and favours (he establishment of g univer-
sity in esch State rather than cestralis-
ing all brgher education exeluxively in ope
Commonwealth university. ‘To centralize
all the universities of Auvstralia exchusivel '
in Melbourne would Y¥imit beyond all rea-
son the opportunities of poorer students 1
distant States getting the benehts o
lizher education, and would give the
seople of Victoria, and espsgally of Mel-

arpe, uniair advantages 1o the airiagle
for professional positions of the highest
rank. Tn the Stateof Sauth Apsiralia, or
example, Mr. Justice Murray founded the
Tinline Scholagship for research into the
history of South Aostralia. A scholar i
appointed every vear, and it s the daly of
t.{:n.! acholar to prepare 10 'WO years a
thesis on a4 subject set 131 the Prolessor ol
History, dealny =with the hstory of the
State.  Some of these scholars are the
eone and daosehters of poor mon, and
thongh the annudl value of the scholarship
15 £30 a year, it would be impossible for
them to pay their bourd and find the time
to go to Melbourpe to do the work required
for the proparation of- these theses.

—Decentmalization Unged.—

“It is safe to assume that the people of
South Aostraka generally are more interss-
ted in the history of Nouth Australia tban
are the people of apy other Sixte; and
that, in cunsequence, they will bo disposed
1o @Ive more time to the stady of ite his
tory than the people of any other State.
It 3¢ alzo mafe 10 say that if the archives
of South AustraNa were removed to Mel-
bourne, the suceesstal working of the Tin-
Iine: Scholapchip would be impossible, Che
decentrohization of archives = a matter of
{frst-rate importanee. and it 8 ERely 1o be
la question’ of debate o Australia in the
near futare.  Bul it 1=, perhaps, unneces-
mary lo urge the wmportance of deoenira-
lization further, becauvse the poople of
'South Anstralio are a: keenly alive fo
the value of higher  educstion
ag  the people i the  other
Ntates, and no Governmen: is likaly
hand over the advantages which their own
people shoald possess to the students of an-
other State, in which sdme misguided on-
thiminst, ¢ desire 10 centralwe the
archives of the States. There will akways
be some difficnlies betwoen the differvat
States, and also betwesn the States and
the central archives, became of the over
lapping of inferesis and the inequality of
finxneial resources; bul they woold be
minimised if some schemo of  colleetion |
could be xru-d upoh by all the govern.
ing  bodies: o the different |
autharitios the &mmm‘th_!
Bat sbould this decentralisation be car
‘riedd s far as the local cotintry towns?® It
& necessary to remember that n
Imlf towns rarely are inel L eart-
‘male hiwtorical documents at their ma

in the

b ot ity - g g ide the
val  magan Chss, Ly
Ande necemare. fob St aoliect
Preservation, | E’;r'ﬁm i(: nihn? coun.




The compmu<sioners now  at work :in.
and will, in all ‘probabir = recommewe
that country collections should be allowed |
to remain where they are, proviaed their
preservation is safeguarded.  Such preser-
vation wonid invelve the erection of a suit-
gble building, and the appointment of a
competent officer to attend to them and
make them accessible to the public. If
this rule were enforced in South Australia
how many country towns would decide 1o
preserve their own documents instead of
having them sent to Adelarde®"

—A Scheme for South Australia.—

A long and interesting description  is
given by Professor Henderson of the Ant-
werp State archives, becase he
them as the best model for South Anstra-
lia. The  buoilding ~ cost L9365,
the fittings an  additional £2.790,
and  the ° furniture L1630, “De-
:flrash:- Lh“-'i. such @ bntfiLding Lﬁ“!d be
an u 4 uﬁhrﬂn, cuntinnes report,
“it is not to be expocted that the Govern-
ment of the State will sanction the expen. |
diture necessary for such an up- L
building at the prewent time, or even in
the near future. Public opinion & nat vet
cducated out here lo a proper a it Ll On
of the value of thewe imporiant ments,
and, besidos thix, we are participators in
onc of the most terrible and exienave

such it

cxpend vpwards of  £15.000 on n bui

and Httg and o make provigion for the
annual uw of such an ingtitton. For
A separate institution of thie him%m
perly maintained. and mad b '
students, would require a =taff o com




