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 Afforestation is 4 question which will
won engage the attention of the Vaughan
Government, This much was promised by
the Attorney-General (Hon. J. H.
Vaughan), in ~ply to o deputation from
the Forest Lesgue and the AN.A,, which
waited upon him on Wednesday morning,
and presented o opumber of molions
adopted ot the latest meeting of those
bodies, The deputation, which was intro-
duced by the Hon. F. 5. Wallis, M.L.C.,
asked:—1. “That an incrcased annunl sum
be placed on the Estimates so as to admuic
of Jurger annoal planting operations being’
carried on by the Forestry Department.”
2, “That steps be taken to ensure that
the ealehment areas of the various watler
schemes of the State be afforested.” I
“That statistics by oollected through the
police and Crown Jands raogzers Hu-;rw'ing‘
the areas and localities affected by s
drilt, and enquiring the cavso of and seek-
ing estions tor dealing with suen
drdt” 4. *“I'bot o bLulletin be prepursd
giving particulars of - vaneties  of ireds
suited for plunting in various disiricls ol
the State, with simple direchions ws to
planting operations, and  circulated
throughout the State.” 5. “That the treatise
on tree culture in South Australia by the

late Mr, J. E. Brown be revised and dis
tributed gratix throughout the State.” 6.
“T'hat the Crown take steps o sec thab o
—timber on miscellinecus Jeases 1o the hills |
. areas be destroyed.” 7. “That sedlion 00|
of the Crown Lands Act, 1912, be amended
by subsntuting tive acres for every 100
acres  in the place of tive acres sor :'_-'rmry],
250 acres.” 8. “T'hat control of aud pro-|
perty in timber on main and district roads
be ivested fromm  distniet councils  and
vesled in the Crown.” 0. “That prosecu-
(fons in respect to removal of timber from
main and disirict roads be undertuken by
Crown lands rangers and the police,” |

—lmportant Questions.— |

Mr. H. W. Utlindell (President ¢f the
Forcst league) siated that the tims hal
armived when the question of afforestation
sirould be dealt with 1n a statesmankii.
manver, and not in the hand-lo-mouth way
hitherto adopted. The matter was of spe-
ekl importanes in South Australia, wherd
Nature had been so0 piggardly in her fores:
wealth, The first and foremost questions
i chimatic antivence and the conservalion
‘of mowsture should claim sttention. he
'wark of afforestation wos not unprodus
Live, but would pay directly and inairectly.
The unemployed problem might be peren-
nully provided for in 4 progressive polise
of forest extension,

—A Happy Accident.—

The Attorney<Gencral, i reply, said he
drd ot know whether it was pure aoesdent
that the armungiug of the deputation was

taneons with his taking over the e
pariment of Forestey., If it were an qoui-
dent it was y happy one.  Although the
transfer of Lo department bad not even
bein gazetied, he had had impressions con-
veyed to him that would have their effect
npon s work in that spbere, and, he
bhoped, prectical results in future, Tt was
pleasing that there were bodics of men
and women in South Ausiralin wbo lud
saffimient imagimation to Jook a little be-
yond the lmoeduate present.  The wo ko
ol the Forewt lamgue and the AN\,
would undoubtedly be of zreat assistance
to the Governmoent in moving forwanl in
the direction requested. He was mmprossed’
with many of the important matfers imen-
traned by the deputation, and assured then
that he would mot be inactive in going
nto the various detalls Lo e swhethor (hey
cutld be adopted w0 that the Goﬂ,-mm--mj
coukl do mmuﬂrﬁ more than had been
done in regurd to on, They would
malize the present financial diffealuies, bac
be hoped the Ministry wonld move forward
4 wlep or ywo komediately, and when the

al pesition besama normal it would
be able to do much more,  He would Jo
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possible 10 put foresty in South Aus-
tralis woon a more mtisfactory footing,
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|| Gratifying and important f o
(| corded in the Education m f
v 1914 are that, as compared with
o} preceding year, the number of puy
o attendanes at the Sute's pﬁm
schools Increased by 1771, and .,:*
"| dally average attendance b .
2082, The number of children emm
was fewer than in 1901—358,125 againsg
L IS3—but  the average attendan
Swas betler—44,110 agalost 43,789, 'I‘hnr
[| necessity of a good grounding n thm‘
Jelements of education wias never be
| fore so widely and keenly appreciated,
| and  prosperons material conditions
| were reflectad in both Government and
private schools and colleges. The ex-
penditure of the department last year
lndicated the degire of the Legislature
to improve the system, and to ensure
| satisfuction among the teaching staffs;
but, In view of other heavy and accn-
‘mulating burdens, the taxpaver will be
'hu*linpd to urge rhat no additional out-
lay sball be Incurred unless with the
|H‘.].--nnﬂhl{'~ cortainty that It will prove
'substantially  remunerative.  Nothing|
should be left undone to enbance thel
vilue of the rising generation to the
 State and Commonwealth, by equip-
ping them for useful avocations: but
|for some time at least the taxpayers
'cannot approve of costly experiments ||
i theoretical knowledge. The grand
total State expenditure on eduocation
| was L3GT.074, compared with £263.529
io 1910—an inerease of £103,545 in four
years! TUnder Its main headings the
(outlay respectively for 1914 and 1910
lwas  thus  Incurred:—Adminlstration.
31;1'.1177 512.131- prlmﬂ'r.r education,
£225. 749, £163.672 seconddary educa-
, I::nn. 26,102, t!ﬂ.ﬂlﬂ: buildings.
| E56,840, £44,025; granis to educational
| institutions  (Unlversity, Publie Li-
Cbrary, Schools of Mines, &e.). £40,201,
£20,577: Observators and miscellane-
ons, £1,758, £1.079: Minister's office,
£607, £720. The cost to the Stite of
each pup!l Instructed In all schools
was £3 67107 in 1914 compared with

567103 In 1913 and £4 7/4 In 1910, An/ |
addition of £11,01T to the ountlay for |

1912 on primary schools I8 acconnted|
for malnly by increases of salarles to
public and provisional teachers. and
the angmented cost of training owing
to the extra number of junior teachers
and the traloing college students,

The high schools, ineluding the do-
| mestie science centres, are doing good
' work, and their usefniness ought to be
Cextended, There are 27 of them, and
(during the year wnder review 2,006
puplls  received  Instruction agalnde
i:!.ﬂﬂﬂ in 1018 and 1,502 in 1010, Tlll:l
schonls have become a valuable source
for the supply of junlor teachers. Ont
of T49 puplis on the roll of the Adelalde
Flzh School 161 were junior teachers
o4 were lmproving thelr generdl &do-
catlon prior to begluning thelr carsers
i 1ife, 200 were studying for the Unl
vorsity  Pablic Examinations, and 115
wert taking a commercial course to
prepare them for Dusiness purswits,
Owing to hig regroetted fllness, from
“whish he bas happily recoversd, the
Mractor of Education (Mr. M. M.
Maughan, R.A) was unable to prepare
the nsual complete report on the




