


The ﬁnp]ira. Trial. ;

The lecturer apologised forr ringin
forward such a mbj-eet. He mmukoﬁ
{that he had besn constrained to do so
partly by his own feelings. He folt
lhll Grest Britsin snd the Empire woere
m k3 Igm and honorable war.

British Empire, in

Ihty um'l extont, was the aAtest Lm-
pim history had known. If the experi-
ment m Imperialism tried during the
past 25 vears sucoeeded it would mean
a great deal to civilisafion. That Em-
pire was now upon its trial against ano.
ther Empire which stood for a far in-
forior Tmperial principle.  Hefelt that
. the world was face o face with a mighty
moral issue. Even for thess reasons ho
gould not hasve dared to have presumed
rupnu the forbearapce .of his  audience

were iL not for the fact that one of the
maﬂnr gountries of Europe was now in
& distressing condition owing o the ag-
gression of a greater and very wmuch
Power, and than an appeal

had been made for assistance. Ho, like
evervone, was wondering what he could
'do tnwards the relicf of the safferings
of the stricken Belgians.

Hidden Causes,
Proceadiog 0 review the nflaences
Teading to Wb war, Professor Henderson
n:mm%md that in almost avery war there
wore catuses 4nd Mmors importanl causes
hidden Tbeneath the sgrface. When
| they came o examine a history of the
war of the negofiations befors the war
they had the murder of the Archduke Fer-
dinand. But that was mor@ a symptomic
matter than a cause.  The murder might
have heen the momediate eatise, hut they
knew. through subsequent revelations,
;ﬂnt there was an altempt to mu.kr.qf}um-

tria participats (0 & WAr against ™ia

last year. The student of the English
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German Whits Pook was na histonc re-
word #unhwyﬂlhﬂd What was
a- lsmentabie ﬂ“ﬂli was that thn oorres

pondende betwosn i and Vienna bad
appeartd.

aot
Sipcere ar Insincere,
The lecturer puid a tribute to Sir Ed.
warll Grey. A mhm hestid, levellod |
the English Iﬂ:nn;. vwas that f
ke made it nl-l.ill tn Busas and Franes
in the negotintions that England
pol go to war thore would have
L T"l:'-;: criticiem {n_; m*tlli.-n
Gierman ancglior
ﬁ after the :mhmk of war.
Edward Grey declare hin

maind ﬁr maving id
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towards Helgivm?|
hh-—h.ﬂd that he
that Britain
H'In nther

ﬂuf disprcmmd
Mlﬂ with




ik :.'.:;. 7;-;"47*'-',;'1“"" -H'!f‘ ‘{IL“F"' -.':r 'i.:l
b ] | 14§ I 'r"..
.I. I.

0Hr

ST et T i e
L] 1] L] | * N

| iR
M1

1 y | ' T o il

o T i TR gt i S oy

i e - -,._:f{_?.l".._ﬂ'." -'J;.'ril-.l § &
hla @ Minatitn: o Ritkat |

e S

 How camo it that a country like Ger-
many could cury on war as she had |
done? A review of the history of Ger- |
jmany during the past 50 years rovealed
the mpd growth and triumph of the
Prussian military system.  Bismarck con-
ceived the idea that the only way to weld
the principalities into one great nation
was to weld them by war.  From the vic.
tories  of Prussia, militavism  developed
throughout Germany. 1t took about 30
years to permeate German life with the |
military spirit.  Sakent features of the
German Constitution were the weakness
of the Reichstag in executive fonctions,
through the lack of effective contrel over
Mimisters, and the subordination of the |
federal council in legislation. ' The mili-
tary power was supreme. The Kaiser
cliimed to rule by Divine right, as the
Kings of old. There was 4 gap betwesn
the execntive of the aristocratic powsrs
and the people. The influence of mili-
tansm was found throughoot the country.
It wns displayed in the railway system,
the lines being built for astrategio {:ur-
poses.  The innimerable regnlations had
n disastrous effect upon initiative and en-
terprige.  That was shown when the
German soldier of that day had to sct in-
dividually. German diplomacy was mili-
tary diplomacy—force was used. Germany
wanted termitors, and she went to war,
«He considervd that Germany would have
got more territory ii soe had not threa-
tenad people &0 much. Bismarck was not
#0 enthidmec about a colomial policy, but
h}? obtaitoed énr more [*'Tll:h Gﬂrmurﬁi ;‘hnn
the present Emperor. ere Con Kve
been bardly a greater fajlure in diplo-
macy during the past 10 yexrs than the
diplomacy of the Germun Emperor him-
ell. It wns military diplomucy, and did
not. reekom with the solf-respect of sther
nations.  France, Russiz, Eungland. sand
Belzium had been affronted by threats.
Persuasion would have heen far more offee.
tive,  Another cgase of the war was the
specchnoup of the army. The question
arobe—Was one man able to cantro] such
n frave naval and military  power
an G z'ti; had built up? He did not |
know whether the Kaiser was o man of |
peace or not, bt 7 he were, during the |
st 50 yeary a growing dynamic foree had |
converted Germany into 4 powder magu-
wone, which would explode when the mateh
Was applied. It appearad to Inm that
the itary spimt might be described aw
# most potent forte in the European con- |

ﬂaﬁlhm.

1e second lecture, which will deal with
British and German Imperialism, will be
delivared in the Town %ﬂl on Tuesday
pight next. | :
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AL a epecial eomzvession held at the Ade-
rﬁud# University an Waodnesdiy to confor

Exrees on students who hava aocepted for
?_{"l’l'-'t' serviee with the Australion Fixped -
nnary Forces, the Chanecllor (Sir Samue)
“-—:rl eeforrid 2o the bresence of Mr, &,
:rmhL'II Smith, MA.LLEB., a Member rlf‘
i couneil,  He said that Ay Smith fwas
: e son of A man wham gl cammunity de- |
HEhied to honour,  Sip Edwin Smith was !
e of the grand old men of South Aus :i

traba. F momber af {le ’
woukd agreo that My Rm bl Lok
§ “Hianble work for he h?:"ﬂlh dli:li nm “

soirwive wary, L I‘rmg as

collor) was of his pontion 'ﬂ'ﬂ: ¢ Chan.
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WTHE GREAT WAR.”
Tecture by Professor
\ Henderson.
£ ——

Britain and the Empiro is _
just and -

&

h'anam-p WAr,
‘was made at the Adelaide Town Hall on|

ot of e Daivecuty of Mhsside. |

who delivered the first of ?;uu ires o0
“The %reat European War,” The pro-
cceds will be devoted to the Belginn Relief
Fund. In the auvdience wore
lency the Governor asnd L

MF G N
The locturer ‘went on to say that from

study of history there had never been
the part cfpﬁe‘ 3

war, snd he wish o tell his fellow-
citizens so. The Empire was now faee
with its greatest trisl. A mighty

issue was invalved, becapse an atiack had
really been made apon the continuity of
the methods of civilization, One of the
semallest countries of the world had ap-
n;mdcd*gt;} mu'tnn'd ce_ to w’deﬂ off the utt_.éxr.:k
of a mi T and a Imsgu Ppower, and
thinking over the matter he had decided
to contribute his liftle effort. Hence the
lecture, which was one of a series of threc.

—A Blighted Country.—

i

Empire, 3 more ;mﬁnfﬁk |

|

Yast June he had wandered from the

borders of Holland to Antwerp. The
countryside wasa a picture aof peace, with
its windmillks revolving  in the gentle
hreczes, and its eattle browsing amid the
tinted com. To-dav, what was 1t?  There
were smoking ruins, The windmills and
the corn were gone, and so, to a large ex-
tent, were the people who had created
them. Why? DBecanse Belgium had pre
ferred to preserve her honour rather than
E:?rsye Iier material advantage—be
Igium had decided in her love of Liberty
E;lt the battles of “you and me.” Aus-
tralin was far away from the roar of ean-

non, and thanks for that were due to Bel- |
gum. It was the duty, therefore, of Ans-
tralinng $o do for Belgiom something n
recognition of what she had sccomplished
to preserve the blessings of freedom.
~—The Causes of the War—

Tn all great wars, the lecturer proceeded
to point out, there were superficial couses,
but benenth were the more 1mportant rea-
sons., There was necesity to distinguish
between the cavse of the war beiween
Austriz and Serbia and the canses of the
Furopean ountburst. The immedinte cause
of the hostilitics between Austrin-Humgary
and the Serhs might have been the murder
of Archdnke Ferdinnnd of Austrim, but 1t
was now known that there was an attempt
to embroil the hittle kingdom much earlier
than that. Anyway, the spark had set fire
to the magazine.

—Officia! Papers.—

. ' to the war
Correspondence  in :q[ru\!

had been isstned by the Iratish, Gﬂrn;mn
French, and Russian Governments. The
“books”’ were lluminating to studenis of
sstory. In the English White Book the
correspondence beiwesn the varions Courts
hofore the outbreak of the war were miven
without comment. On the other hand,
the German White DBook included only

selected docnments to whigh long explénn.
tions were attached. The German publie
cation did not contain the correspondence
whieh had taken place between Berlin and
Vienna, and that was just what the woild
wished 10 know.
—Sir Edward Grey’s Policy.—

Only one _criticism had been levalled
against the British Fordign Minister, which
was that he sbould have made plain 3%

an early stage of the negotiations whether
Great Ermun would or would not o to
war, as if he had done so there might, or
might not, have beon any war. The ¢er-£
man Chancellor had made that nhnm
I?-illt Sir Edwnrd, but how could

Intter have known with apy degree of s
curacy what really was in the mind of
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decided right up to the last momen
El Gm:l rﬁ "y 7 have &

hand, and wiich of his commirymen ool
condermun m? o




