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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of my thesis is to understand, from the perspectives of Southern
Sudanese themselves, their resettlement experiences in Australia, to provide knowledge
about how their experiences of exile reshape their thinking of home, place, identity,
gender roles, and traditional practices, to explore the extent of their resettlement and
integration into Australian society, and to inform policy on the resettlement of refugees

and the settlement services offered to them.

The thesis explores the range of interactions and relationships among Southern
Sudanese and between them and their Australian hosts. It demonstrates how these
interactions and relationships shaped and reshaped the Southern Sudanese sense of
identity and belonging in resettlement in Australia. The thesis also provides insights into
the relationships between the war that forced them out of their homeland, their flight,
life in refugee camp or in exile, and how these affected their ability to resettle. To
understand these, I have listened to how they described their lives before and during the
war, while seeking refuge, and of their present and future life in Australia. From this I
will show how they reproduce and maintain some aspects of their culture within the
context of the Australian society, as well as how they are adapting to some aspects of

life in that society.

In this thesis I also explore the concepts of place, home and identity. In order to
understand these concepts and how fluid they are in the current transnational era, I
follow Thomas Faist’s (2000) thinking about the causes, nature and the extent of
movement of international migrants from poorer to richer countries (also Cohen 1997,
Kaplan 1995; Appadurai 1995). Faist in particular examines the process of adaptation of

newcomers to host countries and the reasons why many migrants continue to keep ties
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to their home or place of origin. These ties, according to Faist, link transnational social
spaces which range from border-crossing families and individuals to refugee diaspora.
In this, I argue that resettlement involves complex interactions between newly arrived
Southern Sudanese and members of Australian society. These complex interactions
include firstly an array of social interactions occurring between Southern Sudanese and
the staff of support organisations delivering settlement services to them. I show how the
Southern Sudanese perceived the services they receive vis-a-vis the staff’s perceptions
of Southern Sudanese as recipients of their services. Secondly they include various
kinds of social interactions, relationships and networks among the Southern Sudanese
and between them and members of Australian society through making friendships,
home visitations, joining social and cultural clubs, and becoming involved in
professional associations and churches which are predominantly Australian. I show how
these social relations and networking are being enacted and maintained and/or fall apart
over time. I ascertain whether these relationships have enhanced their resettlement or
not. Thirdly, the thesis shows the impact of a shift in gendered roles and
intergenerational conflicts between parents and children on family relationships and

how these in turn affect their actual settlement.

This thesis is based on these themes and on the analysis drawn from detailed qualitative
ethnographic research which I conducted over a period of fourteen months between
January 2006 and March 2007 and from the literature. In keeping with the traditions of
ethnographic fieldwork practices, I carried out structured and unstructured in-depth

interviews and Participant Observation of informants during the fieldwork.

The subjects of this thesis are the Southern Sudanese refugees who resettled in South
Australia and some staff of organisations which delivered settlement services to them.

The fundamental questions which these ethnographic explorations attempt to answer are
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how do the Southern Sudanese experience resettlement in Australian, interact with
members of their host society, construct their identities in relation to their notions of
home and place, and negotiate shifting gender roles and relationships in the family. I
show how their previous life experiences in Southern Sudan, their plight, their flight
from war, their life in refugee camps and/or in refugee settings in other countries, their
personal socio-economic and historical backgrounds, have affected their resettlement in
Australia. I also explore their current and ongoing relations with their homeland and
other Southern Sudanese diaspora and show how this perpetuates their identity as

Southern Sudanese.

I argue that success or failure in resettlement hinges mostly on the Southern Sudanese
ability or inability to understand and speak the English language, their access to
employment and stable housing, relationships with Australians, and the quality and
quantity of settlement services which they access and receive. I assert that the interplay
between/among these factors have combined to influence significantly the settlement
processes and the extent of integration of Southern Sudanese into Australian society.
Furthermore, I assert that these factors are inseparable and need to be examined and
explained in relation to one another as they tend to be interwoven into the daily life

experiences of Southern Sudanese.
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