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                          NOTE:   
   This figure is included on page 14  
 of the print copy of the thesis held in  
   the University of Adelaide Library.



� 26�

����������������� !!�� " ��������������������

�

�

	"�����'����'� �!��������'������$���������� ���1������'��&�$�)$����*����'�!���������

���������$�����#�������������*���!��'����'� $�����$  *��"������+5�'����$����$��$��� �)� ��

+���$ ���!��������*���!������$  *��"������+5�'����$��"�&"��� �)� ��	"��������+���������

��+5�'�� ��#����!����� !�$��� �"$�� ������ $��� ��'����  $�&�$&���� !$�"�!$��'�� $��� +��"�

�1����!���$ �$���"�!$���'���'���$���'����� �!������	"����������!�����$�I�����'"��'�>�

��+5�'��$��%�  �$���"��'�!�� ���*�'������

�

���"�������$�����!����$������ �����$����  �%�������������#���$C������!��"�����&�$!!�B

$�����!������'���������"���$!������%�+������

�

�

  
                          NOTE:   
   This figure is included on page 15  
 of the print copy of the thesis held in  
   the University of Adelaide Library.
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                          NOTE:   
   This figure is included on page 16  
 of the print copy of the thesis held in  
   the University of Adelaide Library.
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Curriculum 
Stage 1 SACE subjects are SSABSA accredited subjects based on curriculum 
statements. Stage 2 SSABSA accredited subjects are known as HESS (Higher 
Education Selection Subjects) and are accepted for admission to university. HESS 
are classified as general – the subject can count towards any university course, or 
restricted – the subject can count towards some university courses. Students can 
also take VET subjects, which are restricted, and non-HESS subjects.  
SACE subjects are offered in units. Each unit represents 50 to 60 hours of 
classroom and school-based activity time. Subjects are 1 unit for a semester-long 
subject or 2 units for a year-long subject. Students must take at least 22 units of 
Stage 1 and 2 subjects.  
Subjects offered in senior secondary include English or English as Second 
Language, Australian studies, science and mathematics in addition to many 
others. 
  
Qualifications and assessment 
Students are awarded the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) 
following successful completion of Stage 1 and 2 to the required standards. 
Students also receive a Record of Achievement which records subject results for 
Stage 1 and Stage 2. Eligible students also receive a Tertiary Entrance Statement 
for admission to higher education. 
Assessment of Stage 1 subjects is school-based and moderated by SSABSA. 
Stage 2 subjects have at least 50% school-based assessment. Some Stage 2 
subjects have an external assessment component of up to 50%. All Stage 2 
subjects can be used in the calculation of the Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER).   
 
Access to higher education 
SACE students are also issued with a Tertiary Entrance Statement which has a 
Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER) for admission to higher education. The TER is 
derived from a university aggregate devised by the South Australian universities 
which is calculated on the 5 best subjects. It is reported as a number between 0 
and 99.95. 
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The IB Learner Profile: IB learners strive to be:
Inquirers
 

They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in
learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives. 

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and 
develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make 
reasoned, ethical decisions. 

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of 
communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and 
communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of 
other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow 
from the experience. 

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, 
and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new 
roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs. 

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.
Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and 

limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.
10 SACE Student Qualities.                           It is intended that a student who completes the SACE will [in the following areas]:
Confidence be active, confident participant in the learning process
Responsibility, self-direction take responsibility for his or her learning process.
Challenge, excellence, achievement respond to challenging learning opportunities, pursue excellence, and achieve in a diverse range of learning and 

training situations.
Independence, collaboration, identity work and learn individually and with others in and beyond school to achieve personal and team goals.
Thinking, enterprise, problem-solving, 
futures

apply logical, critical, and innovative thinking to a range of problems and ideas.

Communication, literacy use language effectively to engage with the cultural and intellectual ideas of others.
Numeracy select, integrate, and apply numerical and spatial concepts and techniques.
Information technology be competent, creative, and critical user of information communication technologies.
Citizenship, interdependence, 
responsibility towards the environment, 
responsibility towards others

have the skills and capabilities required for effective local and global citizenship, including a concern for others.

Lifelong learning have positive attitudes towards further education and training, employment, and lifelong learning.
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J��"� ��'"� $�� �!�"$���� +���&� � $'��� +*� &�)���!���� ��� �"�� �+�$����&� ��� ����<

��'���$�*� #�$ ���'$������� ���)�*� #��������� %���� ��)� ����� ��� �)$ �$��� $� �����+ ��

��1���+��%����'������$���'$�����'"��'���	"���%$��$ ������!����!����$������)��%����

�"��/�'����'"�� >��"�����*���������&��$���'��$������$����������)�����*�����*��

�

2>A�����#�1�1�����1�������

����$�'"�%$��!$��� ��� $���' ��� ���!� �"�� �� ��!������ ��$�� +��$��"���� ��%��$���� ���

��� $�����&���"����
��������$����&�$�����������!�2..8B,--8��	"����%����5������%���

�"$�� 2--� "�$� ����� ������ ���� $���' ��� �� $���&� ��� ���� %"� �� �"���� %���� $������ 36-�

$���' ����� $���&����������/���"�����$�'"���%����!$�������&��$����$ �$���������$����$ �

!���$� �$�$� +$�������� $  � �"����� �"���� $��� ����!$�*� ��� ��' ���� ��� �"��� ����$�'"�� ��� $�

�� �'�����"$��+����!$���������)����$���$��"�������"���*��'$ ��"�!�������"���!$����$ ��

	"����&����+� �%���'�!�����$����������$��)��$��$*������%��$����"�$� �����$+����+��"�

�"�����$��������'����������%"�'"��"�� �'$ �'�!!����*���'"�� ��� �"�������������$���

�$������%���� �C� *����"$)��+�����1��������
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�$'"� *�$�� �"���� $��� )$������ �������� ��� �'"� $���'� $����+����� ���������� ��� �"�� !���$�

%"��"���� �'�����'���������$��������)������	"����''������$���"�&"�$��$��!�����'��������

��������� ���=�$��2,��1$!��$��� ��������������� ���"�$� ���� $��� �����B�$&����%��$����

$���' ��� ��� �� �)������ ��%�� ' ����� 	"�� &������ $��� $&�� ��� ��''����� � '$����$���� $���

��)$��$+ *�'�!!��������������!������"�������������"�&" �&"���"$�����������$���+���&�

&���!������� �������$�& �+$ ���'���*��%"���$����!������"�����������������'������"�%�

��+5�'�����������%��"����"���������$!�%��C�$���%�  ������������"��)�'$����$ �������

���$  � ���������%"$��)��� �"��������� ��'���$�*� �'"�� �$����$������� �	"�� ���)$ ��'�����

�"������������������ �$������5��&�!�����+���&�!$���$+�������'���'��'"�� �����'��������

	"���� ������� %���� �1$!����� ��� �"�� #��������� $�C��� ��� �"�� +�*�� ��� ���)�*�� $���

�����)��%��$������)����� �)$�������"��$�$ *�����

�

Sample of IB media Sample of  SACE media 

Scholars join ranks of the world 

elite.  

Kleinig, X., The Advertiser, 5/01/08, p 3.

Perfect exam news for 808. 

 

Chapman, J., The Advertiser, 21/12/05, p15.

HIGH SCHOOL International 

alternative for Year 11, 12 

Students' new course to uni.    

Kleinig, X., The Advertiser, 24/02/07, p 44. 

More subjects to meet demand. 

 

 

Chapman, J., The Advertiser, 15/12/03, p 7.

Boys show they too can be perfect. 

Vlach, A., The Advertiser, 5/02/07, p 7.

RESULTS Girls average more As in 96 

of top 108 subjects. Female Year 12s 

the ones to beat. Hood,L.,   

The Advertiser, 13/05/08, pg 3. 

Forty years on, IB has gone to the 

top of class.    

 

Berecy, B., Sun Herald, 3/08/08, p 67. 

NEW SACE push to see more students 

complete high school. Passport to a 

better future. Kleinig,X.,

The Advertiser, 24/07/08, p 47.
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�����!$�����$+�����"��=�$��2-���������>�'������'"��'��%$��&$�"�����+*�#��������$�����

�����)�*�%$�����!$  *�'����'�������,--,����!�$�'�"�������=�$��2-�����������$�� �"��

��������"����=�$��2-�'������%"����"����=�$��22�'�������� �'�����"$��+���� ��&������

%�����&������"���$*��"$���"�����)�*�%$��'$�����������"����%����229���������$������+ ��

27;��=�$�� 2-� ��������� ���������	"��� ������������� $�$��� ���!� �"�� $+��������� �"�� ���$ �

���� $�����������������%"��'�!��������"��,--,�=�$��2-�'�"�����

�

����"�����$ �%��C�����"�������"��'"�� ����!����!��"$��+��������$����������"�������������

��� +�� $���!+ ��� ��� ������ ��� ������+���� �!����$��� �����!$����� $+���� �"�� ��  �%��&�

�'"�� � *�$���	"��� �����!$����� ��' �����$�!������$��)�����$� ��� �����+ ����������������

���� %��C� $��� ���)�'�� $��� ��+5�'�� ��#����!������ $�� %�  � $�� �"�� '�!� ������ ��� �"���

���)�*��4$������ "$�� +���� �����!��� �"$�� �"�� ���)�*�%$�� ��� +�� '$������ ���� +��� �"$�� ���

%�� ������+��'����'��������$�*���������%"�����$����$ �'�������"$��+����%��"��$%���

	"����%$�����'�������%��"��$%����

�

���)��$+ *� �"�� ��!�� $  �'$����� ���� �"��� ���)�*� %$�� ��)��� *� '�!���!����� %��"� �"��

!�����$�� ��� ��"��� !$����$ � +���&� ���'������� ������ $� +����� �1� $�$���*� �������'������

��������� %���� ��'���$&��� ��� $��%��� $��!$�*� ��� �"�� #��������� $�� �"�*� '�� �� ��� �"��

 �!����� ��!�� $)$� $+ �� +��� %���� ������'���� ���  �$)�� $�*� #�������� + $�C� �"$�� �"�*�

���!�����'���$�*���

�

	"�� ���)�*� ���� �� %$�� ����&���� ��� "$)�� �%�� '�!��������� 	"�� ������ '�!�������

'�!�������$��������,2�#����������� $���� �����������'"��'���	"����#���������)$����� ���

��+5�'��!$�����+���'�� ��+��$��%�������!� *�+*�'��' ��&��"��$�������$���������������!�



� 68�

$�  �!����� ���� ��� ��������� /������� ��� �"�� #��������� %���� '$��&���'$ � ��� �"���� ��$!��&�

%"� ����1�%������$!���$ ��&�
�C���B��* �� ������	"������������%�������+��������������

$ ��&�#�$����$��)��  ��������!����� �"��#���������%��������&���� ������)���� �"���'"�� �

%��"�$���)$ �$��������"�%��� �)$���$�������'��)���"����'����������!$ ����'�������%����

���$�)�������&�$��������!��&����������$����$����������"��=�$��22�$���=�$��2,����������

��"��� #��������� %���� ����&���� ��� ���� %"$�� �����!$����� �"�� ��������� "$�� ����'���

�"�!�� )��� $��� %"$�� �$'����� �"�*� �"��&"�� "$�� ���'���'$  *� ��� ���'��� �"���� '"��'���

� �"��&"��"����!+���������������������$  ���229������$  �������������$��%������)��*�

#��������$����"���$''������������!��)$��$�'�����'�"������N����������������#������������

�

	"����'����'�!���������� �"�����)�*�%$�����B����'�����)���J��"� �"�� �������'��������

�"�����'���������2..8�$��$��$ ����$��)������"���1�����&������'������� �"����"$��+����

!�'"�'�)����$����)�������'�������+*�!�!+��������"���'"�� �'�!!����*�$+�����"���%��

'����������!������"���%$��������)���+���!�'"�%"�'"�%$�������$���'� $� *�"� ��� ��%$��

���'��+���$��I!�������!$����>�+*��"���'"�� �$�!������$���������$� ������$���"����!�������

����$������������������1������"���'"�� �
�$�!$�������$�����
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#��������%"�'"�$�C���%"��"����"�*�"$��"�$���$�*�'�!!������������������������)�����

��&$��)���$+�������"���'�������"$��"$��$���'�����"����'"��'�����!��&���$�'��%$��&�)���
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���)��*�&����$ ����!��$�����%"$���$'������"�*�!�&"��'$�������������*�������1$!� ���' $���

��N���� ��$'"�����%��C �$����+������	����'�����$����������	"����� ���� ��� �"���#��������

��#������$�!�������'���'$  *�������$ ����������$���%�������+��������������#�$ ��$��)� *��

���%$��"������"$�� �"������������%�� ���������*�$�*���"���������'�$ � �$'�����$���'���&�

'"��'��� $��%�  � $�� ' $���*� %"$�� �!�$'��� ��� $�*�� �"�� $����!��������� I!�������!$����>��

"$�������'������'"��'����

�

��� %$�� $���'��$���� �"$�� �"���� #��������� %"�'"� ��#������  ���� ��!�� ��� $��%��� ��"$�� ����

%"���� ��������� "$�� ��� '��' �� $�� ������� ���!� $�  �!����� ���� ��� '"��'���� %�� �� +��

���������� �)��� �"�� ���$ � #�������� %"�'"� ��#������ &��$���� ��� �'����� $��� ��� ��$�*�

���������� �$�*� ��$��� �������� ��� �"$�� �''$����� �1��'���� �"$�� �"�� ���$ � #��������

�#��������,,��%�� ��+�� $�&� *��&�����������"���$C������1������'*���

�

	"��$���!�������"$�� �"��  $'C������!��%�� ��$���'�� �"�� �)� ������������������ ����$'���

���� ���)�� $''��$����	"�� ���������� ���#��������,,�%������)������ ��'"� $��� ����)���$ ��

$ �"��&"� ��� ��!�� �''$������ +������ 	"�� �$�$� ���!� �"��� #�������� %���� $�$ *���� $�� $�

���'��������������"����  �%��&���'���������"�����5�'�����������&���

�

B>����!�$!�%��

	"��!$����$ � ���������� ��� �"��� ��'����� "$�� +���� ' $�������� ��� ��)��$ �%$*��������� $��

�)��)��%����'�������� �'���������"������������������"��&�������"���������������������&��

$�$ *���� �"�� �$�$� �� $���� ��� �"�� �����������>���&$&�!���� %��"� '������ �����!$�����

������+����� ��� �"�!� +*� ����'�$ � !�'"$���!�� $�� �"�� /�'��� �'"�� �� 	"��� !$����$ � %$��

����)������!�$�����������' �����#����������	"����'����������� ������&���1$!������$�$�

�"$�� �� $���� ��� �����+ �� ������'�$ � ��� ���'��� ����� '������ '"��'�� +*� �"���� ����������
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$ ��� �+�$����� +*� ' ����� ���)�*� #���������� 	"�� ���$ � $�$ *���� %$�� +$���� ����� $�

#�$ ��$��)��$�$ *��������"�����$ �#������������"�����)�*��	"���#��������%$������B�������

$ �"��&"� $� ������� ��� ���!����%���� ���)������ $��� ��'����� ����� $�� ����)���$ >�� �%��

�������$����&������� ���'���$���'���&��"����'������'"��'���

����

B>,�����!���!�'�!�������(��0--0���'$���� �(����!���� �'�������� �!���

	"��������$ �������&�%$��������)���%������������	"��������%$����!� *�����������$���"�%�

����������!+���������"$��*�$��%����������+�����+��%�����"���%��'�������$���"���'"�� ��

��� �"�� ��� ���&�$!!�� "$�� +���� �������'��� ��� 2..8� ��� %$�� ��'����� ��� ����� �"��
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SELECTED COURSE Yes No SUB-TOTAL

SACE 69 (71%) 28 (29%) 96 (100%)

IB 17 (95%) 1 (5%) 18 (100%)

TOTALS 86 (75%) 29 (25%) 115 (100%)
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!��"����$��"$)��&������� ���'������"����'�����B!$C��&����'��������'��' ��������"��&"�

�"���)��$  ���������'��%$������)��*�&��$����$�$�'�  �'��������"������)�*������������"��

' $�!��"$��!��"�����1������!������� ���'������"��I)��*�!�'">�'$��&��*������!����$���

'$)�$�� ������ ��� +�� $'C��% ��&���� ��  $�&�� ��!+��� ��� ��������� ' $�!��� �"$�� ����"���

�$�����"$��+������� �����$ � ��� �"����'"��'�����'�������%"� ����"���� ����������"$�� �"����

�$������"$��"$������)��*�!�'"�������$��$  ��	"���� *�' $�!��"$��'$��+��5�������������"$��
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���������%���� $�C��� �%��#��������� �� $���&� ��� ��+ ��&�� $��� �"���� '������ '"��'���	"��

������ %$�� $� +$��'� #�������� $�� ��� %"��"��� �"�� ������������ "$�� $�*� ��+ ��&�� %"�� "$��

'�!� �����=�$��2,������� ��� �"�����%��$���'��$����'�!� ������� ��� �"���)���� �"$�� �"�*�

$��%�����*�������"���#����������"�*�%�����"���$�C���$���'����#��������$������"����&����

PARENT VERY MUCH A LITTLE  or  NOT VERY MUCH NOT AT ALL TOTAL

FATHER 11% 64% 25% 100%

MOTHER 17% 62% 21% 100%



� ;9�

���%"�'"��"�����+ ��&�!�&"��"$)����� ���'����"�����%��'�������� �'������/��!��"���$�$��

���%$���������"$��5������%����"$��"$ ���"���������������������*�������"��������#����������

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

	"����1����&��������'���"�%��"��66�����������%"������+ ��&��"$��'�!� �����=�$��2,��

��&���������"������+ ��&�>���� ���'���)����"����'"��'���

%%�;#/<=

'��;%&<=

��>��?�

��������1	$������"��*��4�����3������"�
������!�	����)6		7



� ;;�

�

�

���%�� ��$���$���"$����+ ��&������� $*���!���� ������"����'�����B!$C��&����'�����%��"�

3-U�"$)��&���!����� ���'���)���'"��'��$���$�����"���27U�+���&������& *���� ���'���

+*��"���1������'������$�)�'������"������+ ��&�������'�� ��$�&����"��&"���"$��$��3;U�

��� ��������� ���������  ��� �� ��� ��� ����'�� ��� ���'�� �)��� �"�� ��'�����B!$C��&� ���'�����

�"$����+ ��&�������������)����$���'���)���� ������"�����'�����)��$  ��J"���'���������&�

�"��$'��$ ���!+������'$����$�������)�����)����"���������229��$!� ���"$��������������"$��

�"�*�"$��+����!$�C�� *���� ���'���+*�$���+ ��&���"����������������� *�$���������������

$������9U���

���

9��	#:��

����$�:��

	7����:�

�
B�
-�
,B
��
�C

��
�>
�

	���	;:�

.�

%�

�.�

�%�

�.�

�%�

)��@�!�9A� ����BB��� �?B�)��@�!�9A� �?B��B�����

�����������1	/������"��*����" ������3�!����������)6//�



� ;8�

/��!� �"�� #�$ ��$��)�� ����$�'"� ��� 4��5�'�� ,�� "�%�)���� �"���� ������&�� &$����� $���"���

��!�������� ���+�'$!��$��$����� �"$�� �"���$�������� �"��� ��� ���'��%$��'�!� �1����!��

��)�$ ��&��1� $�$����������"���������&�%�  �+�����'����������"��'����1�����4��5�'��,���

�

B>2>A����(���������� ���������!��$������ �!�%���<��	
���'$�����

����"���$��$��"$��%$���"��&"�����$���'����������'"��'��%$���"���� ������"���������"���

&��������$�*�&�)���*�$�� �)� �����'���$ ��)����'�����!������������&&�������"$���%"���

����'������ �"�*� "$�� ������ ���� %"$�� �"���� �������� %���� ����&�� ���� �$� *� '$���
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 Responses                  Don’t Know No Yes 
 
SACE responses   
n=89 

                                   
39 (44%) 1 (1%)

                        
49 (55%)

 
IB responses        
n=22 

4 (18%)                      0 (0%)
                        
18 (82%)
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��� ��'�!���� ������)�� ��� ��&$��)�� ����+$'C�� 	"�� #�������� $ ��� '���$����� $� ������� ���

�����+ �����!�����' $�����N���� ��$'"�������'����$��$  ����%"�'"�"$��+����& �$�������!�

)��%��$ ��$�*�'��'� $���&�����"���'"�� �'�!!����*��
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	"�����)�*�%$��$�!��������������"����������&�����%"� ���"�*�%����+���&������)�����

+*� ��$��� �����������&�!���� ��� �"���$����$ � '$��� &������ ����
������� $���!$�*���� �"��

���������"$��'"����������������"�����$����$ �'$���&������&�����$ *��������"������������

��� �"��� $��� �"�� ��'����� ��  �%��&� %���� ����'������ $������ �$����$ � '$��� &�������

$ �"��&"� ���� ����������LVM� ���� ���� ����'$��� "��� �$����$ � '$��� &������ 	"�� ���� ���

�$����$ �'$���&������&��%$������&���������)����&$���%"��"���$�*�'�������� �'�����%$��

�$���'� $� *� ���� $�� $!��&� $� 
������ /���"���� ��� 4��5�'�� ,�� �"�� ������������ %����

'"��������!���������"��&�����������"��229��������������29����������#��������,,�+ $�C��

��"$������"$������%�������$�*�"��&�����"����$'�����)����������������� �1�#�+� �%���	"����

+ $�C�����������%����������+������"���&"�����"���$����$ �'$���&��������������������'��

'�� ��+��!$���$+�����"���� �&��'�������������"���������������"���������)��������
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���������%"��%��������  �������"�������'�������	"���������&��!��&�����!���!��$�����

�"�����)�*�"$��+����$�!�����������%"����"���$�$�%$��+���&��'�����������$������%$������

�����+ �� ��� $�'���$��� ���
	 
��
�%� %"*� �� *� �������$ � ����� ��������� "$��  ���� �"���

#�������� + $�C��	"�� ����� '������ %$�� �"�� ���������� '������ ������� $!��&� �"�� ���$ �

��������&�����$��$+���� $�3F2� �$�����4��"$��� $�!������&����'$���#�������� ��� ���  ��C�$��

%"*�$  ��������$ ����'$����$������������$�%��������������������"���#������������

�

��������1�#������
!�� 
��������"����!���������
�!� *�� 
����
�!�"���!��*!� ���
������������������������������������������������������������������������������)6		7�
�
�
PASTORAL 

CARE 
GROUP 

NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS 

PRESENT IN THAT 
GROUP 

NUMBER OF 
BLANK 

RESPONSES 

COURSE 
SELECTION OF THE 

BLANK 
RESPONSES 

A 12 1 SACE 

B 12 3 SACE 

C 13 3 SACE 

D 13 3 SACE 

E 12 0 - 

F 10 0 - 

G 7 1 SACE 

H 9 1 SACE 

I 11 1 SACE 

J 6 1 SACE 

K 10 1 SACE 

X* 1 1 SACE 

TOTALS 116 16 SACE 

* This student did not nominate his pastoral care group. 
�

����"�����������$���������"��%��������$�$�����%$���!����$��������$%�$�������'�����+��%����

�*���� ��� ����������� 	"�� %�����&� ��� #�������� ,,� %$�� ����&���� ��� $  �%� $� + $�C�

���������� $� ' ����� ��������� '��'"��� ��� ��!� �� *��?��� ���!�� ��� $� ��������� �"$��%$��

��  *���)� ����������'���$&���!������� �'��������!��"������������� ���"��������������
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��'��� $����� $�$ *���&� �"�� + $�C� ����������� $��������� %$�� ������� ��� �"�� ' �����

���������� �"$�� %���� &�)��� $�� ��!� �� *��?���� 	"���� %����� ��� �$'��� ��� ��!� �� I*��>�

����������� ��������� $���'� $���� !���� ��  *� �"�� ������� �"$�� "$�� $���'���� �"���� '"��'���

	"����%������!� �����B%����I��>����I����>�������������'������+*�����������	"����$���

������������+� �%��

�

��������1�$������
!�� 
�������@��2����A�!���������
�!� *�� 
�
������
�!�"���!��
����������������������������������������������������������������*!� ������)6		7�
�
�
PASTORAL 

CARE 
GROUP 

NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS 

PRESENT IN THAT 
GROUP 

NUMBER OF 
‘NO’/’NONE’ 
RESPONSES 

COURSE 
SELECTION OF 

THE ‘NO’/’NONE’ 
RESPONSES 

A 12 2 SACE 

B 12 0 - 

C 13 1 SACE 

D 13 2 1 SACE 

1 IB 

E 12 1 SACE 

F 10 1 SACE 

G 7 2 SACE 

H 9 1 SACE 

I 11 2 SACE 

J 6 0 - 

K 10 3 2 SACE 

1 IB 

X* 1 0 - 

TOTALS 116 15 10 SACE 

2 IB 

* This student did not nominate his pastoral care group. 
�

26����������$'��)� *�����������"$���"�*�%������$���'����+*�$�*�'�!!�����������������

��� ��&$��� ��� �"����� ��!$��� '������ �� �'��������� �"����26��27�"$�� �� �'���� �"�������

'������ $��� �%�� �"�� ��� '������� 	"���  ���� $� ����"��� 86� ��������� %"�� �������� $� !����

�1�����)��������������#��������,,��	"��������������%����!���������'� �����'"$�$'��������
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��� �"��� �$����$ � '$��� &������ �"���� %���� �%� )�� �������� ����������� ��� �"����� �����

���������"$���� �'���� �"�� ���'������%"� �� ��&"��"$�������� ���� �"�������'����������

����'$��������"�����)������$+ �������!��"����$����$ �'$���&�����������������������"$��

 ����#��������,,�+ $�C�$����%����������������"$����� ����I��>�����"�����)�*�#���������

	"��� ����$����$ ���������!�����1�����)����������������)$ �$�����  ���������'$����$����

"$��'"����������������$�����)�������'$����$������
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	"���� %���� ��� ���������� ���!� �"���� ����� ��������� �"$�� '�� �� +�� )��%��� $�� +���&�

�*��'$ �� $ �"��&"� ��!�� ��������� ���� ������ ��� �"�� �"�!��� $  ����� ��� ��� �"�� ���)�*�

$��%��B���!����� ����$�� *� �"���� %���� ��� ���������� �"$�� '�� �� +�� ������������ $��

�*��'$  *� ���������&� I��>� ��� I����>��	"�� ���������� ��)�$ ��� �"$�� �"���� %$�� ���  �

!�������!$����� $+���� �"�� '������� $��?��� '������ ��#����!����� $!��&� �"�� +�*��

�"�!�� )���$������  �'��'� $���&�����"��%������'"�� �'�!!����*��
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�$'C ��&��"�����'�������	"�������"�'�!!����$''�������"$��!$����$ ����!������'�� ��
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	"��%��C �$��%$��$������&��$'�����"$���!��&������!��"��!$����$ �'�����$+�)�����!��

����� ��������� ��������� �"$�� �"�*� �"��&"�� �"�� ��� '����'� �!� ���� �����'� �A� ��"����

��&&������ �"$��!�'"�%$������'���$�*���� ��!��'����!��&���$���&� ����� ��!��$  �'$����

������"��� $'��)�����B� ��� �"���'$���� ���� ��'�$ ����&������"��� �$'���� �"$��%$�� ������%�����
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%��"� %��C �$�� %$�� �"�� �� �� �"$�� )$������ ��+5�'��� � $*��� ��� '������ �� �'������ /���

�1$!� ��� ��� �"�� ��� ��� ��� '�!�� ���*� ��� ����*� �%��  $�&�$&���� �"�� ���$ � '�!+��$�����

+���&���& ��"�$���$�
�	���$� $�&�$&����"����"$����& ��"���/���!$�*�����������"������

$� ���!������� �!���������� ��� �"�� ����� '������� ��+5�'�� �� �'����� ��� ���� ��$� *� $��

����'�����)��$������ $�&�$&��'�!����������$��$���!$��'������#�������$��=�$��2,� �)� ���

�$�*����������"$)���������� �"���� �����&��  $�&�$&��  �$����&�+*� �"�� ��!�� �"�*� ��$'"�

�"���� ������� *�$��� $��� !���$C�� *� �$�� %��"� �"��  $��� ������������ +� ��)��� �"$�� �"���

���' ������"�!����!��"������	"�����������"��'$���$���"��/�'����'"�� ��%"�����"�*�'$��

�����"�����'������'"������������*�$������&�� $�&�$&��$���(	���
��� �)� ��	"����$ ��*����

�"$�� �"���� ��������� %"�� "$)�� ������ ���� "$�� �$� *� ��''���� %��"� 
�	�� $��� $���

�����' ����� ��� ������$C�� ����"��� �������� ��� �"��� $��$� ��� ������ !��� *� ��� �$����*� $�

��#����!������
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	"�������������%����'��'��������'��$&$���%��"����%��C �$���$����"�� $�&�$&��������

$���$���)��$  ���&$��)�����'�����������"�����I���� �����>������"����"���"$�����"����%$��

$�%"� �"�$���������!��!�����"����$��!����I��'$��$'"��)��!������������>��
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C>���	�� �'�!����

	"�����!$�*�$�!�����"������5�'��%$��������$+ ��"�%"$���$'�����%����$���'���&�=�$��2-�

�������������"������ �+��$�������)���%"�'"�'�������"�*�%����&���&����'"�������������"�

�"�� ���$ � �%�� *�$��� ��� �"���� ���'$������ 	"��� ��)����&$����� %�� �� $ ��� $  �%� $��

�)$ �$���������"�����!$ �!�'"$���!���"$���"��/�'����'"�� ����)��������&�������������

'������'"��'���$���1$!��$���������"�����)$��������!�������!$�����$+����'�������$���"��

/�'����'"�� �$����"���1������"$��$�*�' �#�����������������'$����$����%$�����!��&���
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��������>�'�������� �'�������
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�$�$� '�  �'���� ���!� ' ����� #��������� �2B,2�� ��� �"�� ,--,� ���)�*�� %"� �� �"�� ��'����

��'������� $��������$�$����!�����B������#��������,,��4��!$�*�$�����'���$�*�$�!��%�  �
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��������1����$&��9-��'���$�����$�+��$C��%������"��,--,�'�"����+*�'�������� �'����������

�������������"���%$�������*�����������*�$�*���'� �$����������������+�������"$��'�� ��"$)��

+���� ����'$��)����� �"�� ��� ���������+���&� ������ $��� �����&� �"�!�� )��� I$�� ��!��� ����

&����>��	"���������%$�����'������+*��"���'"�� �
�$�!$������������  �#���$��������68���

	"���$'�� �"$����!+���������"��'�������� �'�����"$����!$������$�� *�'����$����)����"��

*�$���� ��&��"��� %��"� ��+��#����� ������&�� ��� �������"��� &������� ��"��� �����+ ��

��� ���'���$+����'�������� �'�����$���������$ �$��'���������!������������$  ����%"�'"�

$������+�������������� $������������"��$�&�!��������"��������'�����$�' �#��������'� �����

����$���� 	"�� ����� ?��� ��)���� $���$���� ��� +�� $�� $�����'�$ � '������'�� ����� +*� �"��

������������'$5� ���$'"���"�����$�"����"$��$�����������������������!$�'$�����$!��&��"��

�����������������

�

����"���$���'������"������$�'"�"$��+��������)$ �$����"������'�$ �!�'"$���!���"$���"��

/�'����'"�� �"$����)� �������������������������$��������!�����������'�����B!$C��&�

�� $���� ��� =�$�� 22� $��� 2,� '�������� 	"�� �$�$� ��'��)��� �"���  �&"�� ��� $� ��!+��� ���

��$������ ��� �"��� ���!$ � ���'����� /������ ��� '�����!��� �"$�� �"�� =�$�� 2-� �������

�����!$�������&"��%$��%�  �$��������+*�+��"��"������������;2U��$����$�������9.U���

��'����� �"���� %$�� '�����!$����� �"$�� '������ +��C ���� '���$����&� !$����$ � ��� +��"�

'������� %���� %��� *� ��$�� +*� ��������� �;6U��� 	"����� ��� ��&&������ �"$�� �"�� 
�$��� ���


����� "$�� +���� �1�����)� *� '���� ���� �;8U��� +��� �"$�� �"��� '���� �$����� %$��  $����

�����!��������+��������"�� $�&���$����!����$�!������$��)��$�������$�)����*�������������

�19���/���$��!$  ����'���$&���������������"�%�)�����"����� ���'�����!��"�������'��%$��

������!���$ �����"����'���������'�������
$�������%$����'�������"$����$� *��%�B�"��������

����������97U��"$��'���� �����"���$�����������  ������



� 229�

����"�����'�������"������$�'"�%$������)$ �$����"���!�$'���$!� *�$��������������"$�����

'������ �� �'������ ��� ���!����� �"���)��$  ���!+��������"���!��"���� �2;U������ �$�"����

�22U�� %���� ��'������ $�� "$)��&� I)��*� !�'">� ��� ���'�� �)��� �"���� ���>�� '������

�� �'������ $ �"��&"� ��� �"�� �%��� �"��!��"��>����� ���'�� %$�� ��!�%"$�� �����&���� 	"��

������&�������+ ��&������"��$��$����I)��*�!�'">���� ���'����  �+��%�����"���%���$����$ �

��&�����$��27U����$ *������� �"���� ������&�� �"�� ���������������!$��� �"�� )��*������&�

��� ���'�����������+*���!���������������"���� ���"�����$!� *�!�!+����� $*�������"����

��'������� ��� ��!� *� �"�%�� �"$�� �"��� �$!� �$ � ��� ���'�� %$�� !���� ����)���$ � $���

������$ ������$�%�������$���"���!������

�

����!� $��������&�%$��$ �����)�$ ���%"����"����'���%$������"����� ���'���"$����������

� $*��� ��� '"��'���� �"��&"�93U���� ��������� ��������� �"$�� �"���� ' ������ ��������%����

����&��"���$!��'��������� *�3U�������������'�����!����"$���"������������"$��"$��I)��*�

!�'">���� ���'���)����"����'"��'���%"� ��8,U�"$������������"����� ���'��$��I����)��*�

!�'">� ��� I����$�� $  >��/��!� �"�� �$!�� �$�$� ��� %$�� ��'�&������ �"$�� $ !���� $� �"���� ���

��������� %���� ���� ����&� �"�� �$!�� '������ $�� �"���� ��������� 	"��� �$'�� %$�� ���!���

�!����$��� ���!���&$���&�$&$����� �"�����!$��������$�*���%���� �' �#���%��"��� �"�� �%��

'������'�"����������)����'��%$���������"$����'"�$�' �#���"$�����!�������

�

	"��������&�������������"��'��' �������"$���)��$  �!���$�"�$� �����%������ �C� *����

�����!����'������'"��'���/���"��!���������"���!$  ���!+������'$�������)�F��"���������

$����%�����'$����$�����%"�������������%����&��$� *���� ���'���+*��"��!���$�����"���

'������%$���������������
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��� 89U� ��� $  � ��������� ��������� ��� ������$C�� ��!�� �����$�*� ����*�� ����"��� '������

$���$����������)$� �$���"��+������������������"������������	"���%$�����������%"���6-U�

����������������������"$���"����'������'"��'��%$�������� $��������"���������������*��������

�  ����'$����$�����"�%�)�����������'��*������$�*�����*������!��������$��%�  �$��87U����

�"�� ����� ���������� 	"�� ���'��)��� &��$���� ����$+� ��*� ��� �"�� ��� '�������$ � ���� �����

��'���$�*�����*����������"����$���%$�������)���������!��"�����)�*�������&���� �)������

�"�� ��1����� '$����$���� %"�� ����'$���� �"$�� �"�*� ��������� ��� ����*� �������� ����"�

�����$ �$�"$�������������"�������'�������

�

�����������1	������!��&����"$��5�����)���8-U�����"�����������"$��'���� ����%��"�'�������

��?���������������	"���$���$ ���"��&"������!$ �����$���������!�$������&�������������

'��������������������'�����������!$���������������$��$���!����$����$�������"����'�����B

!$C��&����'������������'������$�)�'�����!�� �������������%����$ �����������'$�������

�"���&"�����"��!$����$ ���'�!�����������'�����B>A>�������������"����''�����'������%$��

��'���������1$!����!����' ��� *��"���$���������"�����������%��C����$�)�'��$����"���� ��

�"$���"������&����'$�����"����� $*��������'"���'�������%"����"������$�'"�����4��5�'���,�

$���7�%$��'$����������������

�

C>0���	�� �'�!��������$�����(���!�$!�%�����&��(���1��:��$�$�H'���!���

/��!� �"�� ���������� ��� �"��� #��������� ��� +�'$!�� $��$����� �"$�� %"� �� ��!�� ���������

��������� $� ���& �� �)�������&� �$'���� �"$�� "$�� �����$���� �"�!� ��� $����� $� �$���'� $��

'������� �"��!$5����*� ��� ��������� !��������� ��)��$ � �$'����� �"$�� "$�� ��� ���'��� �"����

�"��C��&�$����"$���"�*�"$��%��&"�������"����%��"��$����!����'�������$+ ���� �+��$������

���%$��$ ���$��$������"$���"������������������������� �'���"��������$�����������������"��

��������� $�� ����)���$ ��� �����)���� �"����!��"��� ��� �"��C��&� �"���&"� �"�� ������� %$��



� 228�

�������)����������"��%$*��"�*�%������"����'�!!������	"�� �����&������� �����$ ��$'�����

$��� �"��� �"��$�$ *��'$ � $''���$�'����� ��5�'�������� �"�����%"���!$�'"���$&$����� �"����

�%��'������$��%$���"��$����$'"�!$�*���������� ���C����%��C��&�����%"$��'�������"�*�

%�� ��'"������������*��	"����%����)��*���%��1$!� �������"����'������+���&���!� �A�

�$�"����!$�*��$����$ ��������"����'������%����#�����'�!� �1��

�

	"�� ��  �%��&� ��&����� ���)���� $�� �)��)��%� ��� �"�� �$'����� $�� � $*� ��� �"�� ��������>�

�"��C��&�$�������'$����"��%��&"��&��������"���$'�������)� )�������"�����'�����	"��������

�$+ ��'���$����$���!!$�*��������������+*��������������$����$ �'$���&������%"����������

��)� &�����'���'��$'������"$��$���'�����"����'������'"��'���	"������$�'�!�� $���������"��

�$�$������'�����B>A>,��

�

��������1�/���� ���!�����
����"��������@��A2A����A�!�����������)6#	����

RESPONSES PASTORAL CARE GROUPS
A B C D E F G H I J K X* Totals

BLANK SACE ~ ~
~
~

~
~
~

~
~
~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   
16

IB -
‘NO’ or 
‘NONE’

SACE ~
~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~
~

~ ~
~

~
~

13

IB ~ ~ 2
* X is not a pastoral care group but a student who did not nominate his group. TOTAL          31  
�

��!�)��&��"����72��������������!��"�����$ ����229���"����!$����&�86�%����� $'��������

�%�� '$��&������� �"���� '$����$���� %"�� ��������� $� ���& �� �$'���� ���)��&� �"���� '������

'"��'�� �,-�� $��� �"���� %"�� ��������� )$������ �$'����� �96��� ������� �1�7� ��  �%��&��

��!!$������ �"�� ������������� �"��,-����������%"��  ������$� ���& �� �$'���� �"$��$���'����

'������'"��'���������� �1�9���!!$�������"��'�!!���������"��96�������������%"�� ������

!� ��� ���$'�����'�����+����&�����"������'����������%��"��"�����)�����!$����$ ���$�$�$���

���������� ����$����$ �'$���&����������4�0���/���"����$�<� ���&$��)������$�W��������)���
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��&��������������$�'����������"����&�����+� �%�����'$����"�%��"�������������������������

�"����� ���'������"���$'���������"$��'��������

��������1�7����!���������
��
�����
�����������*"�����
�!������
��*����������)6������  

�

�  �+�����������"�������������"$�������������"�������'����������������"�����'�������

����"�����$'�������'����������&$��)����������"$��"$������ ��������"�������������'����&�

$&$����� �� �'���&� �"�� ����	"�� ���!���� �"$�� "$�� +�������)����� ��� �"�� ��������� ��� �"��

���)�*� "$�� +����  $�&� *� �&������ $��� �"�*� ������� ��� �������*� �"���� �%�� ����)���$ �

�$'������"$�������!������"����'�������� �'����������"�����!�����"�%�)�����"����&$��)��

$�������� ��%$���� �"�� ���'��)��� "�&"��� %��C �$�� ��� �"�� ��� '������ %$�� �"�� !����

$'C��% ��&��� �����'����)��� 	"�� ��"��� �$'���� �"$�� $���'���� '"��'�� %$�� �"�� ������ ���

��+5�'���������&�����+��"�'��������	"��'�!�� ���*� $�&�$&��'�!�����������"�����%$��

$� +�&� ���������� ��� ����������%"� �� �"����%$����&� ��� ���!���'�%���� �� *� �������� �"���

��+5�'����������$���"��/�'����'"�� ���

PASTORAL  
CARE 

GROUP�

RESPONSES RELATED TO SURVEY PROMPTS�  
COURSE 
CHOICE 

Class size Teachers Workload TER

B -IB SACE
J -IB SACE

-IB SACE
-IB SACE

K -IB SACE
-IB SACE

STUDENT INITIATED RESPONSES 
IB for all Subjects Option CAS Local study

A +IB IB
-IB (language) SACE    

B +SACE SACE
-IB (language) SACE

C -IB SACE
D +SACE (music) SACE
E -IB (language) SACE

-IB SACE
G -IB (language) SACE

-IB (language) SACE
H +SACE SACE
I -IB (language) SACE
J + SACE SACE
K -IB (language) SACE

- indicates a negative evaluation of course + indicates a positive evaluation of course
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��������1�9����!���������
��
�����
������� "
��"�����
�!�������
��*����������)67/���� �

P
C
G

IB or
SACE � !3����!���
�� �
 ���
����
��
���!���������

Class
size

Teachers Work-
loads

TER Subjects

*language

Inter-
national

dimension

Time $ Quality of 
course

Recog-
nition

A SACE -IB -IB*
IB +IB +IB
IB +IB +IB +IB
IB +IB +IB +IB Challenge
SACE -IB +IB -IB
SACE +IB +IB -SACE 
SACE -IB +IB

B IB +IB +SACE +IB
SACE +IB +IB -IB*
IB +IB +IB +IB
SACE -IB(CAS) +SACE  Sets,

Accelerated
IB +IB +IB

Independence
SACE -IB* 

(CAS)
C SACE +IB -IB +IB +SACE

SACE +IB +SACE -IB 2years
SACE -IB* 

+SACE
-IB

SACE -IB -IB Unpopular
SACE -IB -IB
SACE -IB -IB*
SACE +SACE -IB*
SACE -IB -IB* +SACE Friends

D SACE +IB -IB
SACE -IB -IB (CAS)

+SACE 
SACE +IB -IB -IB -IB
SACE +IB -IB -IB
IB +IB +IB
SACE -IB +SACE
SACE -IB +IB

E IB +IB -IB +IB -IB
SACE +IB -IB
SACE -IB -IB
SACE +IB -IB +IB
SACE +SACE -IB*
SACE +IB -IB
IB +IB +IB +IB +IB
SACE -IB -IB (CAS) -IB
SACE -IB -IB -IB

F SACE -IB -IB
SACE -IB +IB +SACE
IB +IB +IB +IB (CAS) +IB Challenge
IB +IB +IB +IB
IB +IB +IB
SACE +IB -IB -IB
SACE -IB +SACE 

Challenge, 
Self-
Motivation

SACE +IB -IB*
IB +IB +IB +IB

G SACE -IB -SACE
SACE -IB -IB

�

�
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P
C
G

IB or
SACE � !3����!���
�� �
 ���
����
��
���!���������

Class
size

Teachers Work-
loads

TER Subjects

*language

Inter-
national

dimension

Time $ Quality of 
course

Recog
nition

H SACE +IB -IB +IB
SACE -IB +SACE -IB
IB +IB +IB +IB
SACE -IB -IB* -IB
IB +IB +IB +IB +IB Challenge +IB
SACE -IB -IB*

I SACE -IB -IB career
SACE -IB -IB -IB*(CAS) -IB
IB +IB +IB Challenge
SACE +SACE -IB* +SACE
SACE -IB + SACE 

Freedom,
Acceleration

SACE -IB -IB
SACE +IB +IB 2 years

J IB +IB +IB
K IB +IB -SACE narrow +IB

SACE -IB -IB* -IB
IB +IB +IB +IB +IB

TOTALS 23 +IB 6+IB
1-IB 

34 -IB
4+SACE
2 +IB

21+IB
1-SACE

21-IB
6+IB
5 +SACE

9+IB
2-IB
1-SACE

13-IB
3+SACE

2   
-IB

7+IB
4+SACE
3-IB
1-SACE

3+IB

23  7 40 22 32 12 16 2 15 3 
- indicates a negative evaluation of course + indicates a positive evaluation of course 
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 ����"��
 ���

YEAR STUDY IB/
SACE

THEMES TOTAL
Respondents

11
(2003)

YEAR 11 2 IB
6 SACE

a) Elaboration of 2002 survey responses
b) Evaluative comments on the chosen course
c) Views of the alternative course
d) Effectiveness of course advice

8

12
(2004)

YEAR 12 4 IB
5 SACE

a) Year 12 Course assessment
b) Self-assessment of academic progress
c) Extra-curricular activities
d) Future aspirations
e) Older students as advisors

9
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CASE Reaction to Project 1 findings. Accuracy to own situation.
1  IB Older student input was 

significant.
Some accuracy though overall not 
that relevant as always for IB.

2  IB No surprise with data. Some accuracy though overall not 
that relevant.

3  SACE Useful to be presented to Year 10. Relevant. 
4  SACE Surprised that friends hadn’t more 

influence.
Some accuracy though overall not 
that relevant as always for SACE.

5  SACE Some surprises, no specifics 
given.

Family/friends had little influence.
Played to his likes and strengths.

6  SACE Surprised at how many chose IB
Agreed that friends had less 
influence.

Did SACE for greater free time to 
pursue other interests. Could 
accelerate Stage 2 SACE subjects.

7  SACE Surprised that fathers were not 
less influential.

Commented that his father did not 
live with him.

8  SACE Many of the findings resonated. His mother was the greater 
influence on subject choice.
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CASE General expectations of the first year and any implications.
1  IB Academically demanding, particularly towards the end of year. Not that 

hard, rather time-consuming.
Given up two previous commitments to concentrate on study.

2  IB Overall expectations of the course were met, though individual subject 
demands tended to be greater than anticipated.

3  SACE Workload both reasonable and as expected.
4  SACE Workload largely as expected, though difficult to combine sporting 

commitment with academic demands.
5  SACE SACE was the choice as the student did not want to study a language, 

Some coursework better than expected. 
6  SACE SACE was chosen as student wanted more time. The first year was 

relatively easy, though the next year would need greater organisation.
7  SACE Course expectations had been met and the Year 11 experience was 

seen as good preparation for Year 12 and beyond.
8  SACE The subjects chosen had met expectations from course summaries and 

friends. There was an expectation that the workload would have been 
more but this fluctuated during the year. 
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CASE Specific expectations of the first year re Subjects
1  IB History was more demanding in detail from Year 10. No subject change 

occurred but it was hinted that Economics may have been a better 
choice

2  IB Good choices made overall, although Maths was much harder and 
English textual analysis too deep.

3  SACE Happy with subject choices, particularly Legal Studies. Though there 
was no prior knowledge the material was practical and interesting.

4  SACE Maths harder than expected and to continue French was a mistake. He 
was going to change to Accounting. Pleased with History results.

5  SACE On the whole, good subject choices for example Chemistry, though 
intended changing Resistant Materials next year. 

6  SACE Relatively easy year. In SACE there was an opportunity to accelerate 
Stage 2 subjects. Excelled in Maths and Science subjects in the current 
year. Confident as he had done well in his weakest subject-English.

7  SACE Happy with subject choice, although workload demanding in 
Geography. Felt the pressure in other subjects but was enjoying the 
subject so the material was ‘easy’.

8  SACE All SACE subjects (Physics, Chemistry, Geography, Maths and English) 
were a continuation from Year 10. No real change in workload.
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CASE Specific expectations of the first year re Careers
1  IB Neither course essential for career, in fact SACE would have been 

easier. IB course offering more than content. ‘I like the hard road to 
help my learning and organisation skills’.

2  IB No factors of this course directly affecting career choice.
3  SACE No career aspects affecting choice.
4  SACE Has decided on career, not obviously linked to course choice.
5  SACE The student is unsure about career, so subject choice planned to 

maximise chances of a good TER score.
6  SACE Work experience had cemented career choice in Medicine.
7  SACE Student intended career in hospitality industry, no subjects directly 

applicable to career path.
8  SACE Student registered dissatisfaction about relevance of subject material 

in general. No evidence of a career decision.
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CASE Specific expectations of the first year re Exams
1  IB Prospect of exams assisted in an evaluation of how much work had 

been done and informed the student about potential work for the next 
year.

2  IB Prospect of exams a good indication of work level (‘more!’) required to 
succeed in the course. 

3  SACE Exams seen as ‘good yardstick for next year’.
4  SACE Exams seen as review of past study and guide for next year’s study.
5  SACE Variety of purposes, to measure what had been done, to see if the 

student could cope next year and to direct his subject choice for Year 
12.

6  SACE Test the effectiveness of the student’s revision program.
7  SACE Exams were seen as part of the student’s focus on doing well and 

would lay the foundations for Year 12.
8  SACE Disillusioned about approaching exam term grades were disappointing. 

Not using his exams as indicator for following year’s progress.
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CASE Specific expectations of the first year re Friendships. 
1  IB The friendship group had changed a little due to a decrease in 

socialising time. This student had tended to see his friends outside the 
classroom; therefore this was not course dependent. 

2  IB The move to the IB was an opportunity to make additional friends.
3  SACE No real change in friendship group. Saw SACE friends in class, IB 

friends outside the classroom.
4  SACE No real change in the friendship group; however, respect for 

individuals within that group had changed. This was related to maturity 
levels.

5  SACE ‘Because we are friends, subjects does[sic] not have an effect on our 
groups and friends.’

6  SACE This student spent less time with his IB friends, better friendships with 
SACE students. The friends in his pastoral care group were still very 
close regardless of the IB/SACE split.

7  SACE No report on change to friendship group. Commented that friends were 
more active in offering support.

8  SACE There was a change to the friendship group. He hadn’t ‘swapped 
groups’ but he now knew more people and the friendship group had
become larger.
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CASE Specific expectations of the first year re Workloads. 
1  IB There was a trade-off between the demanding workload and small 

classes.
2  IB Workload had phases. There were more additional requirements.
3  SACE Reasonable.
4  SACE ‘Fairly easy’ except prior to exams.
5  SACE ‘Pretty high and demanding’, though the level of work and time spent 

depended on the nature of individual subjects.
6  SACE Small to medium workload with homework averaging about 1.25 hours 

per night.
7  SACE ‘A little harder than last year’. Not because of the year’s demands but 

the fact that the student didn’t study last year.
8  SACE Expectation of a higher workload though the level fluctuated. These 

fluctuations could be frustrating.
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CASE Views of the alternative course.
1  IB SACE course less work, though ‘how much work the SACE boys do 

varies, it depends how well they want to do.’ Perhaps more practical to 
do SACE, could achieve a high TER ‘with the least effort’. SACE 
students seem to have more leisure time.

2  IB While SACE workload has its phases, the student regards it still as less. 
Has discussed this with friends. Extra compulsory IB elements made 
further demands.

3 SACE IB workload probably more after talking to older boys when seeking 
advice.

4  SACE IB students work incredibly hard and deserve their results. Had 
observed this from older siblings who had done both IB and SACE.

5  SACE No comments
6  SACE IB had pressure to keep up with their work and they had too much 

homework. Learnt this from personal experience. Found that the first 
year of SACE had been easier than suggested by older students.

7  SACE Did not feel in a position to comment on the other course.
8  SACE Saw the IB as being harder in content as well as higher in workload. 

Learnt this from listening to others and also from comparing test and 
assignment material.
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CASE Useful advice gained prior to course Advice that would have been useful
1  IB If you get mostly As and Bs in Year 

10, do IB. If you aren’t afraid to 
work, do the IB. You will not get as 
much time to socialise as in Year 
10.

None. It’s just something you have 
to stumble through yourself.

2  IB Be prepared for change and the 
added work. It’s do-able but keep 
up with the work.

Be prepared to spend more time 
doing the work. Late nights might be 
required.

3  SACE Do Legal Studies it is worthwhile. Gain as much specific information 
about each subject.

4  SACE The most useful advice came from 
older siblings who had done one or 
the other of the courses. The advice 
was not simply about the academic 
side of each course, but about 
managing such things as sport.

�
N/A

5  SACE No Comments.
6  SACE That he could choose to accelerate 

a number of SACE courses, for 
example, music and languages and 
complete these Stage 2 subjects 
early.

He has found that university entry 
into interstate universities have 
differing models throughout 
Australia. That subject choice in 
SACE is critical. IB subject 
requirements seem to fit entry 
standards better.

7  SACE Nothing specific. The subject choice is very important. 
The choice should be made based 
upon what you prefer to do.

8  SACE No matter how hard the chosen 
course may be, ‘good time-
management’ will help you. ‘If you 
break large tasks down into smaller 
ones they become a lot more 
achievable’.

Many of the subjects done at Year 
11 and 12 assume knowledge from 
previous years, particularly in the 
Sciences. ‘It is important to do well 
from the beginning because it makes 
it much easier.’
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CASE Responses on Year 12 Course Assessment
1  IB Workload high and demanding, though slightly less than Year 11, but 

manageable (time management the key). More pressure to succeed. 
Social life good.

2  IB Reasonably pleased, but could be tough. Workload had increased but not 
too bad. ‘IB isn’t that hard as people say’.

3  IB Workload as expected, demanding but ‘do-able’. IB more enjoyable than 
expected and rewarding.

4  IB Year 12 had met expectations though there was much more hard work, 
but still was enjoyable. Time management an ongoing concern.

5
SACE

Year 12 ‘hard and stressful’, trying to make deadlines, though this was as 
expected.

6
SACE

‘Lots of work all year’, ‘very hard’ and student ‘tired’. Insufficient time 
allocated for this work.

7
SACE

Satisfied with course. Confident with his level of achievement. Found 
workload ‘very, very, very, light’.

8
SACE

‘Happy overall’. Number of subjects less than Year 11, but workload had 
increased. Student had lots of extra-curricular activities

9
SACE

Expectations for Year 12 met, though latter part of the year prepared him 
better. Sudden change in workload found.



� 2;7�

����"���������������������"���$���'���"����%����'���$�����$�������"$���!��&����"$��'�� ��

+���� ���$����$ ��&������������ �������"��&"�$���1'��������1����������$'"�'$��&��*���

�

����"����������'$����$����$  �����������"$���"����%��C �$���%����!�'"�$���1��'�����	"�*�

%���� '�!����$+ ��%��"� �"���� '�����%��C� �)��$  �� ��'���� ���$ � �1$!�� "$�� ���� �����'���

$�*�����������$���$  �%����'���������%��"��"�������&������	"������������"����������������

�"$���"������$ �*�$��%$���������������'� ����&$����&�%��C �$�����$��!�������&&�����&��"$��

I=�$�� 22� %$�� "$����>�� �"$�� I�"�� %��C �$�� %$�� ���� ���� "$��>� $��� �"$�� $ �"��&"�

I��!$����&>��"��� ���$ � *�$�� %$�� I��B$+ �>� �������� �"��� ���������� �� *� ���� '$����$���

���������=�$��2,�$��+���&�"$������"$��=�$��22��+���"��$ ���$������"$���"���%$��$��"��"$��

�1��'������

�

	"���� ��� ��������� ��)�$ ��� $� "�&"� ��&���� ��� ��������'����� ��� �"���� '������%"��� �"�*�

��������� $� )$����*� ��� !���� ������$ � ���$�&�+ �� ��$������� ���� �������� �$��� �"$�� %"� ��

'�!����$+ ��%��"��"��%��C�"��"$���� ��I&��$������������������''���>������"����$����"$��

%"� ���"��%��C�%$����!$����&�"��"$���������"��*�$��I!������5�*$+ �>�$����"��I���)��*�

��%$����&>�� ����"��� '$����$��� %"�� "$�� ��$���� "��� ������$������ "$�� $ ��� ��'������ �"��

*�$��$��+���&�I��5�*$+ �>���

�

��� �"�� ��)�������'$����$����� $  �+������� ���������$�� ��'��$��� ���%��C���!$���������

�������� "$�� ������� �"$�� $�� �"�� %��C� +�'$!�� )��*� "$���� "�� "$�� ������ "�!�� �� #�����

��������������"�������������"$���"��%��C �$��%$�������� *�"$�����+����"$�����������������

���+��!��������$��������� ��&����������������!��$���$��$����� ��"���� ��#����������������

��������%"��"$���"��&"���"$���"������'��������!���1���+5�'������=�$��22������)����+5�'���

���=�$��2,�!$*�"$)��+���&"����!����'��$������%��C� �$���$�!�������"$���"��%��C�"$��

��!� *� ���� ��!����"��������"��� �������� ��������� �"$�� �"�� ��'�����$��� ��� �"�� *�$�� "$��



� 2;3�

+���&"��$+����$�'"$�&�����%��C �$��$����"���"$��+����������������������*����!!�����

���!��"��!$5����*���� �"������������������$+���� �"����'����������������'��'����$������

�"�����������%��C �$����$����� �C���"�������'�������$������"����%�������'�!!���������"��

��5�*!��������"����'����������

�

�

B>A>0�������:������&�������� �$�&! �1��%�����

����������1		���������"�
�������!��������������"�D���������
��������������!�*!�����
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������)6��
�

�

	"����%$�����������������$����$'�����!���������+*�$�*���� �"����������� ��&$����&� �"����

��+5�'�� '"��'���� 	"���� %$�� $� ��$��!���� !$��� �"$�� ��� "�����&"�� I��!�� ��+5�'�� '"��'���
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CASE Responses on self-assessment of academic progress
1  IB Subject choices maintained from previous year. Satisfied with progress.

Learnt from recent exams how much work was still to be done. Sees a 
SACE score of 20 harder than an IB 7.

2  IB In hindsight, would have swapped a second science to Art (easier). His 
recent exams had identified some weaknesses, but results as expected. 

3  IB Satisfaction for the year would be when ‘goals were reached’. Exams had 
uncovered areas for extra work that he didn’t fear. TER more favourable 
for IB.

4  IB Preparation for recent exams had been an issue, for example, working to 
the time limits, understanding the format and style of questions.

5
SACE

Workload had stepped up, though progress satisfactory. Some subject 
choices could have been better, though others were enjoyable.

6
SACE

After recent exams, slightly behind. Overall satisfied with subjects but 
that this was tied to the teachers he had. The continuous assessment in 
his SACE subjects meant that the year seemed ‘very long’.

7
SACE

Satisfied with progress, though could do more work in some subjects. 
‘SACE is easy compared to IB. However, it requires more consistency.’

8
SACE

Satisfied with progress. Recent exams informed him about pressure and 
effective study. Pleased with subject choices.

9
SACE

Increased workload offset by desirable subject choice. Benefitted from 
challenges. Study needed to be more effective, time issues.
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CASE Responses about extra-curricular activities.
1  IB Friendship group had not changed in Year 12. The workload made it difficult to 

socialise outside his immediate friends. Played sport all year. Taken flying 
lessons. Less time spent on school work and slight reduction in results though 
not forgoing these activities.

2  IB Friendship group constant, though knew a few others as he shared their
classes. Commitments outside the classroom similar to previous year, though 
added one more.

3  IB Extra activities kept him in contact with existing friends, though he had made 
unexpected friends too. Sport had included an extended overseas tour, but 
made sure that missed work was covered.

4  IB Friendships had not changed and his friends were doing the same course.
5

SACE
Slight change in friendship group in Year 12, in that is was wider.

6
SACE

Friendship group had not changed over the year and he did not have any time 
to meet new people. He had not taken extra commitments at school as he had 
a job.

7
SACE

Friendship group had not really changed and there was less time to socialise. 
Held school leadership position and had a large music program, though this 
had no impact on his study.

8
SACE

No explicit information of friendship group, though a reference to ‘smaller 
groups’. School leader and painting backdrops were extra commitments that 
year, though no impact on work was mentioned. Time management had 
improved.

9
SACE

Friendship group close and constant. No impact on his workload from extra 
commitments.
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CASE Responses related to future aspirations.
1  IB Applying to the University of Adelaide next year to study a double degree in 

aero- engineering/physics.
2  IB Applying to the University of Adelaide next year to study Maths/Computing 

Science/Engineering.
3  IB Applying to University of Adelaide to study Law/Commerce.  Finance/Commerce 

degree second option.
4  IB Applying to study Commerce/Engineering either in Adelaide or Melbourne.

5
SACE

Taking a year off.

6
SACE

Applying to University of South Australia to study Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Engineering or similar TAFE course.

7
SACE

Applying to University of Adelaide, Melbourne, Monash or University of NSW to 
study next year. No indication of course.

8
SACE

Applying to study Commerce at University of Adelaide next year.

9
SACE

Applying to study Early Childhood Education at the University of South 
Australia.
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CASE Responses about older students as advisors
1 IB This student had been asked about the course, informally, by a few 

younger students.
2 IB This student had not been approached by any students seeking his 

advice.
3 IB This student had been approached informally and intermittently, about 

the demands of the IB course. 
4 IB This student had not advised any younger student.
5 SACE This student had not advised any younger student.
6 SACE This student had been approached by small numbers of students. They 

wanted to know about subject content, workload and how ‘hard’ each 
subject was.

7 *
SACE

This student had been approached by ‘100+’ students over the two 
years of his course. The advice was general and informal.

8 *
SACE

This student had not advised any younger student.

9 SACE This student had not advised any younger student.
* Student indicated that he was a student leader.
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Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?

1897–98            Paul Gauguin, French, 1848–1903               Oil on canvas

Inscription: Upper left: D'ou Venons Nous / Que Sommes Nous / Où Allons Nous.

Gauguin… considered this work—created in 1897, at a time of great personal crisis—to be his masterpiece and 

the summation of his ideas. Gauguin's letters suggest that the fresco-like painting should be read from right 

to left, beginning with the sleeping infant. He describes the various figures as pondering the questions of 

human existence given in the title; the blue idol represents "the Beyond" (Gauguin, MFA, 2009).

  
                          NOTE:   
   This image is included on page 189  
 of the print copy of the thesis held in  
   the University of Adelaide Library.
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IB Respondents
n=11

Very 
much

A little Not very 
much

Not at 
all

Total

Identical level of 
parental influence

1 3 4 1 9

Different level of 
parental influence

a
b

-
b

-
-

a
-

2
(a and 

b)

SACE Respondents
n=9

Very 
much

A little Not very 
much

Not at 
all

Total

Identical level of 
parental influence

1 4 - 1 6

Different level of 
parental influence

c
d
-

c
d
e

-
-
-

-
-
e

3
(c, d

and e)

Colour code    Mother’s influence              Father’s influence    
is indicated in orange.          is indicated in purple.
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IB COMMENT
A It has been hard to answer some of the above questions, because I initially began SACE, then after three weeks, switched over to the 

IB. I was finding the SACE completely unchallenging, and most of my friends had opted for the IB. Certainly the teachers seemed to be 
‘better’. Being the first year of IB, we didn’t yet realise how generous the TER conversions were going to be. I think we always knew the 
workload was going to be bigger. One of the main reasons I initially chose SACE was [that the school] wasn’t going to, and still doesn’t 
offer IB music.

B TER correlation with IB score: small class size of IB=good. Dull, standardized nature of SACE.  
C I noted that the TER conversions for IB scores were quite high – that is if you got above 40 you were in the 99s for TER. I figured it 

wouldn’t be impossible to get 6/7 for every subject (equivalent to 18/20) so thought that IB would be a good choice. Plus good choice of 
subjects, teachers that I respected were going to be teaching the course, most of my friends were going to be doing it.

D The workload promised to be significantly greater with IB but this was not a deterrent; in fact it was a positive challenge. In particular I 
liked the idea of doing six subjects as opposed to five as it allowed me to study a broader range of material including some humanities 
subjects. I also understood that the subjects were to be taught in greater depth. Theory of knowledge sounded very interesting. Finally, 
that IB scores of 42 and above scored 99.95 on TER conversion was very appealing.

E I was aware that the better teachers in the school would be teaching the IB, this was a big factor in my choice, similarly I was aware 
that students who were less able, and likely to be disruptive to classes were unlikely to want to do the IB, and were discouraged from 
doing so, this again influenced my choice a lot. The high TERs given to IB marks at the time were also a factor. Another factor in my 
choice was that the number of subjects (6 vs. 5 in SACE) made subject choice easier, especially since maths was not split into two 
subjects. If I had done SACE I would likely not to have been able to do German, which ended up my best subject.

F The IB appeared to be a more academically challenging course, which I anticipated would be more rewarding for me personally. In 
addition, doing the IB would involve studying more subjects than SACE, which meant that I could continue to study the subjects that I 
enjoyed. Also, it was likely to get me a higher TER. I was aware that the school was allocating the more senior teachers to teach the IB 
subjects, but I am not entirely sure to what extent this influenced my decision.  

G In no particular order, all of the following factors played a part in my decision to undertake the IB: National and international 
recognition, favourable conversion to TER scores, high quality of teachers, small class sizes.

H Academic rigour. Harder study.
I IB had a broader and more challenging curriculum. IB was better preparation for university. IB was internationally recognised. IB was 

hard work. There was a greater weight placed on exams.
J A family friend had done the IB at [another school] a couple of years previously, which made me want to do it. I also was appealed [sic] 

to IB because I perceived it to be more difficult/challenging (which is not to say that I rose to the challenge particularly well).
K I think the fact that it was the first time IB was offered by [the Focus school] made me think that they would make an effort to make it 

successful and give it the time/money and teaching resources needed to make it successful. It was also exciting and new and a little 
intellectual challenging/elitist which had a certain appeal at the time.
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               VALUE 

FACTOR

POSITIVE NEGATIVE AMBIGUOUS

WORKLOAD/
CHALLENGE

A/B/D/F/I/J/K (7)

TER B/C/D/E/F/G      (6) H                   (1)

TEACHERS A/C/E/G/K         (5) F                    (1)

SUBJECTS C/D/E/F             (4)

FRIENDS/
STUDENTCOHORT

A/C/E                (3)

CLASS SIZE B/G                   (2)

NATIONAL/
INTERNATIONAL

G/I                    (2)

PREPARATION
FOR UNIVERSITY

I                       (1)

ELITIST K                      (1)

TOTAL COMMENTS                         31 0                         2 
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SACE COMMENT
A The opinion that the IB course would have a few problems as it was the first time it had been implemented at the school. The IB 

wasn’t going to help me into my course of accounting any more than SACE as I needed a lowish TER. I had not enjoyed language 
studies very much and my grades were not very good. This would have affected my TER if I had done the IB course.

B Pre-deciding whether to choose SACE or IB, I was very favourably inclined towards IB; the school and my friends suggested it was a 
superior, more mature (though more challenging) course. On the other hand my parents were against the course, presumably 
because they feared its novelty; that it was unproven to give better TER scores.

C There was a general feeling that the workload in the IB course would be significantly greater than that for the SACE course and that 
was a major factor in me electing to do the SACE course. Also, from memory, I think 1999 was the first year [The Focus School]
introduced the IB and my year being a bit of a ‘guinea pig’ year was also a factor in me electing to do SACE.

D SACE - less work. Was the first year of IB, SACE was more proven track record.
E SACE was more suited to my style of learning.
F The possibility of a higher TER was my only attraction to IB. The teachers that taught IB weren’t the teachers that I wanted (in 

general). This is why I chose SACE.
G The school refused to offer IB music and, as I wanted to study music, this decided it for me.
H SACE seemed to be a standard and meet all the requirements for what I needed.
I Workloads sounded quite high but TER scores were apparently moderated accordingly in the IB. Didn’t really have much affect on

my choice in the end as I thought I’d be studying in the state anyway so didn’t feel the IB was necessary.



� ,28�

A>A>0� ��	
���'$����5����1�������

	"����&����$+�)�����$���!!$�*�����$'������"$��%���� ������+*��"�������������������$��

$���'���&� '"��'��� 	"���� %���� ����� ����� �$���'��$���� %"�� %���� ����&�$���� �B���

����)���$ �'�!!����� �"$��$��� $�������'������$���'$��&�����������B�������B��$���

����������'��)�����'���

�

��� �"���%$�� �"�� ������ *�$�� �"$�� �"�� ������&�$!!��%$�� ���+�� �������'���$�� �"��/�'���

�'"�� �� �"����%$��$� '���$��� ������$����� �� ��+*���!�����������$��� �$!� ����$+���� �"��

��''�������$�����������'�������	"���������$�'��%$���������������+��$��$'��������'������

'"��'�� ��� �"�� ,--,� ����$�'"�� ��'�� �"�� ��� "$�� +�'�!�� ���$+ ��"��� �$��� ��� �"��

'����'� �!�� ����B��� ����B��� ����B�� $��� ����B�� "�&" �&"���� �"�� '��'���� ���

��!������"�����'��)�����)� �*�����"�����'������$���"��/�'����'"�� ��	"����'�!!�����

%�����������'��'����$��������!������"�����'$����$����%"��$���$�������$������+*��"��

��>����)� �*�� $��� ��� �$'��� %���� C���� ��� �$C�� ��� �"�� '"$  ��&��� �������� +*� �"�� ��%�

'�������

�

�!��&����"������������������"��&"���"��I�����)��>���$��������"��������&�$!!��%$��

���� �"�� �� *� �$'���� ��� �"�� ��'�����B!$C��&� ���'����� �&$��� �"���� %���� !$�*� �$'�����

���)��&� '"��'��� 	"�� �$+ �� +� �%� ��� $� '�!�� $����� ��� �"�� �$'�����  ������ +*� �����

�������������$ ���'���� $����%��"�$���)$ �$���������"������������������"�����$'������/���

'��������'*�� �"��  ������� ����'$��� %"�'"� �����������  ������ %"�'"� �$'����A� $� ����  ������

����'$�����"$���"����$'����%$�� ��������������

�

	

�
�
�



� ,2.�


'0(�����1�������!!�"�
����������
�!�������
��*��� !����������4�
����*!������
�������������������������" ����B������!��������
����)6		�
�

	

	"�������!$�����$+�)�����'��'����$��������%�����'���'�$��$�A��"����)� �*�����"�����$���

�"���� $��)��!����������"��%��C �$��$�����+5�'��'"��'���	"��!����'�������� ���'���)���

'"��'��%$��&����$����+*���&$��)����������������"������$�"����"$��������)���������������

������	"�����$���'� $�������������������%$�������$���'��$������$����&�$!!���"$���"�*�

���!��� $�&� *��1����!���$ ����������"�*�%$�������$C������1��$�%��C �$���%"����"���

%$�� ���'��)������ $�� ����'���$�*�� ��� �"�� ��!$��� ���%��C �$���� �"����%$�� $ ��� ' �$��

�������'������"���$'���"$����+5�'���������&��+*��"��/�'����'"�� ������"��������&�$!!��

%������'�!�$��+ ��%��"��"����������'��������!������������

�

A>B� 	�&1��!�%��(��,33D���$�0--0�$� !�!��:&�"!�%>�

	"��� '��' ����� �"�� $�$ *���� ��� !$����$ � ����$����&� ��� 4$��� �� ��� �"�� ���)�*�� 	"��

#������������!�4$�����%����������'$ �����+��"����$�����������������$������$+ ��"���

���$� ��$+�����"��$�!������$��)�����'������$)$� $+ ��������������%"��%�����"������=�$��

2-���'����&������ �"���� '������ $��� �"�� ��� ���'�� ��� $� �$�&����� �$'����� $���'���&� �"$��

��'������� 	"���� ��� �'$���� �"�� #��������� ������ ��� �"�� =�$�� 2-� ��������� ��� �"�� ,--,�

���)�*�������������4��5�'��2���

�

               VALUE 

FACTOR

POSITIVE NEGATIVE AMBIGUOUS

IB UNPROVEN COURSE A/B/C/D (4)  
SACE SUITABLE WORKLOAD C/D/I        (3)
SACE SUBJECTS BETTER A/G/         (2)
LEARNING STYLE E              (1)
TEACHERS F              (1)   
ALL OF THE ABOVE H             (1)   
TOTAL COMMENTS                 8                  4 0 
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SACE n=9 IB n=11
No specific comment

Left Blank by respondent Left blank by respondent 

Don’t remember. I can’t remember

Nil None
n/a

Reflections about TER
Do PES subjects to limit the scaling 
down of TER scores.

The conversion of IB to high TER scores. 
Level of academic rigour greater. Six subjects 
instead of five.

Work out what you want to study at 
Uni and choose subjects that will 
get you the best marks.

Work towards achieving a high tertiary 
entrance to give yourself as many options as 
possible in course choices.

Reflections about curriculum options
If you don’t think you can commit 
fully and meet the workload 
requirements which are extensive, 
you would most likely be better off 
doing SACE.

The most useful advice I received was 
probably the advice on the courses available, 
in both SACE and IB and the teachers who 
would be teaching the subjects.

Do what will be fun. IB had a broader more interesting curriculum

To choose subjects I enjoyed. Don’t do HL maths, chem. Or German

Reflections about choice in general
It didn’t matter what course I 
chose-I was capable of following 
any path I wanted to either way.

To be honest, I didn’t even think about the 
choice. I knew I wanted to do IB even before 
[the school] introduced it (although I would 
not have left [the school] to pursue it) so 
when it was offered it was a foregone 
conclusion I would do it. All this on the basis 
of some casual conversations with a family 
friend 2 years my senior!!
Don’t know. I’d heard about IB when I was in 
primary school because one of the schools I 
was attending was thinking of introducing it. 
It was seen as being a better qualification 
then and I guess I carried that with me to 
[this school].
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SACE   n=9 IB   n=11

No advice

Left Blank by respondent Left blank by respondent 

Left blank by respondent 

Left blank by respondent 

Reflections about no good advice

At that stage in my life I don’t think 
any amount of good advice would 
have gotten me to make the correct 
choices anyway! 

I can’t personally imagine any 
reason to prefer SACE over IB, nor 
could I in year 10. So I can’t think 
of any specific advice that would 
help anyone make a choice: if 
they’re considering SACE, then they 
clearly have very different priorities 
to me, and so I’m not likely to be 
able to give good advice. 

Reflections on immediate concerns

Enjoy school A stronger sense of what my
intellectual disposition was (viz 
humanities) though due to 
mandatory science and maths, 
wouldn’t have changed anything, 
just enforced my SL/HL decisions.

Choose subjects you are interested
in as this will lead to better results 
as I always do better when I enjoy 
something.

Knowing there would be smaller 
classes in IB (but presumably this 
changes from year to year 
depending on how many people 
choose IB). Knowing which teachers 
teach IB and knowing about those 
teachers (generally those who 
taught IB were fantastic).

People don’t care what you do. 
Scaling is minimal. Do courses you 
can, regardless of PES/PAS/SAS 
status.
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Reflections on longer term outcomes

The stereotype of uni successful 
students is wrong.

In hindsight the advice [which] 
would have best served me would 
have been to consider what I 
wanted to do and my making my 
choice based on that, not what my 
friends thought I should do.

At the end of the day will it help 
you achieve your planned career?

Opportunity for work experience.

Some more details about how 
important completing English could 
have been in future studies.

True status of the IB internationally. 
I haven’t had any trouble but I have 
heard of others who have had 
issues getting the IB accepted.

If you are pursuing entry to a high 
TER course the IB really is the way 
to go if you know you can cope with 
a heavy workload.

I think it would have been useful to 
really explore all the possibilities IB 
opened up in the world that is if you 
do really well, attending world 
leading institutions (that is Oxford 
and Harvard etc) and scholarships 
etc. These never occurred to me 
until about 5 years after graduation 
(in the sense that I never really 
considered them realistically.)
How IB score is converted to TER 
and how this is different in different 
states.
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��������������������K���������'$����������1��$������'$/���	
����!�>��

SACE SUBJECTS
(9 students @ 5 subjects each)

IB SUBJECTS
(11 students @ 6 subjects each)

PES* English (4)
German (1)
Economics (1)
Accounting (2)
Geography (1)
Maths 1 (7)
Maths 2 (3)
Biology (2) 
Chemistry (6)
Physics (5) 
Drama (1) 
Musicianship (1)
Music (Performance) (1)

HL† English (2)
French (1)
Economics (1)
Geography (1)
History (2)
Maths (9)  
Chemistry (7)
Physics (10)  

*PES = Publicly Examined Subject †HL = Higher Level 
PAS** English (1)

Business Studies (5)
Physical Education (1)

SL†† English (9)
French (1)
German (4)
Mandarin Chinese (5)
Economics (2)
History (1)
Information Technology in a 
Global Society (ITGS) (5)
Maths (2) 
Chemistry (4)  

**PAS = Publicly Assessed Subject ††SL = Standard Level 
SAS*** English (1)

Business Maths (2)
Extended essay, 
TOK and CAS†††

***SAS = School Assessed Subject ††† TOK = Theory of Knowledge 
CAS = Creativity, Action, Service 
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                          NOTE:   
   This figure is included on page 226  
 of the print copy of the thesis held in  
   the University of Adelaide Library.
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SACE   n=2 IB   n=5 

I had no problems-felt there was a 
lighter workload.

Exempt from the first semester of 
some maths and physics subjects. 
This may or may not have been a 
good idea. As there is a now a 
steady flow of IB students, I believe 
this has been somehow formalised 
by the Uni of Adelaide. Certainly 
well prepared for workloads.

Not overly difficult, the level of 
difficulty was at a higher standard 
but that was compensated for by all 
the extra study tools, e.g. tutorials, 
work groups etc. There was 
definitely a lot of people who didn’t 
/couldn’t cope with the transition 
but I think the expectations and 
workload the Focus School put on 
us in Year 12 equipped us for Uni 
better than perhaps other schools 
did.

University was much less 
interesting. Not much scope to 
study things like Philosophy, 
Geography and English within the 
confines of an Engineering and 
Finance degree. The transition was 
easy I think because we’d already 
covered most of our first year 
subjects at high school. The
structured and regimented nature of 
compulsory education holds a lot of 
people back, I think. The universal 
freedom of the IB is a step in the 
right direction.
I didn’t have any particular 
problems with the transition: I 
found it relatively straightforward. I 
found the content of many first year 
courses relatively uninteresting, 
since they were targeted at 
students who had not studied that 
level of content before.
I found the transition fine. I did not 
find there was a huge jump from IB 
to first year uni subjects. While 
teaching methods were different, I 
adjusted quite quickly. I had no 
trouble adjusting to/meeting 
expectations.
Easy, was a bit of an intellectual 
snob for a while, but learned not to 
behave like that eventually.
Most material comprehensively 
addressed at school, entirely 
prepared, got lazy, failed an exam, 
and learned not to be lazy�
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SACE   n=3 IB   n=3 

Much lighter workload. Teaching 
staff no longer have answers or any 
real form of review. Much more like 
real world but also very isolated 
from a content/student point.

The content of the IB was more 
difficult compared to first year 
university; but the teaching 
methods were vastly different. It 
was not simple to stay focused at
university, whereas during the IB 
we were placed in an environment 
ideal for that purpose.

Course content wasn’t particularly 
hard. Being totally self-motivated 
was the biggest transition and at 
that point in my life I found it 
incredibly difficult.

I found transitioning to tertiary both 
easy in some ways difficult in 
others. I really made the wrong 
choice in course (Engineering) and 
that made it impossible for me to 
concentrate and put the effort 
required into my studies. That had 
little to do with the IB though, and 
more with me making my course 
choice highly influenced by narrow 
minded viewpoints of friends. The 
transition was easy in the sense 
that if I enjoyed what I was doing, I 
never found it difficult to do well, 
and understand the course 
material. In fact I coasted my way 
through mostly, once I found what I 
liked doing

Pretty similar, but different 
expectations regarding content and 
layouts of assignments.

Uni was a lot less structured than 
school-intellectually wasn’t as 
challenging or intense (at least for 
first few years)

�
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It was difficult because the 
University courses (that is Medicine) 
were so disorganised and sloppy. 
However this was probably just 
medicine.

Focus of learning/performance 
totally on self rather than teachers. 
The standard of learning at a 
tertiary level is much higher than at 
high school.

I did a very difficult course –
medicine at Melbourne University. 
Consequently it was a difficult 
transition-a much faster learning 
rate was required at university. It 
was more difficult for me than some 
others as I had not done biology at 
school. There was a far stronger 
emphasis on self-directed learning 
at uni. There was also more 
learning in teams/groups at 
university. Having a strong work 
ethic, which IB was instrumental in 
forming, made an invaluable 
difference. I strongly suspect that 
the transition would have been 
much harder had I done SACE.

The responsibility to make yourself 
learn was interesting; I didn’t have 
the maturity in 1st year to force 
myself to study.

Drastic increase in the amount of 
work, complexity of material. 
Compared to IB, almost no 
supervision of learning. Required to 
be very self-motivated and 
organised.

I began Uni immediately after 
finishing school. This was a bad idea 
for me, as I wasn’t passionate or 
motivated about what I was doing. 
The only reason I did it was to 
satisfy my parents. The Uni 
teaching method was hard to adjust 
to as a result. We were definitely 
‘spoon-fed’ at [the Focus School].
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UNIVERSITY TERTIARY
COURSE

WORK FURTHER
STUDY

Adelaide B. Eng (Hons: 
computing systems)

IT business-5
years

Music
overseas 

Adelaide:
Flinders

B. Commerce:
B.A. (Screen &drama)
incomplete

Travel.
Various theatre 
work.

Adelaide B. Commerce/LLB
(Hon)

Commercial law 
firm

Melbourne MBBS Physician 
training-
Melbourne

Adelaide Engineering (changed) 
Computer Science 
(changed)
B. Sc-
Geology/Geophysics

Geological 
consulting firm

Adelaide B. Eng (Elect-Hons)/
LLB (Hons)

Software 
company

Adelaide B. Eng (IT and 
Telecomm)/B.A 
(Spanish/German)

Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Trade

Melbourne MBBS Doctor
Adelaide B. Comm/LLB (Hons) Investment 

banker.-
Sydney

Adelaide B. Comm/LLB Solicitor-
London

Ongoing e.g.
Grad Dip in 
Applied Finance

Adelaide B. Eng/B. Finance Investment 
banker-Sydney

Ongoing e.g. 
MBA/CFA

Material forwarded by parents or school
Adelaide B. Eng (Hons)/LLB

(Hons)
Melbourne law 
firm
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UNIVERSITY TERTIARY
COURSE

WORK FURTHER
STUDY

[unknown] B. Management/B. 
Business

Building industry-
project managing

 

Uni SA B. Comm (Acc) London 
Accounting

Professional 
Year ongoing

[unknown] Marketing-
Brisbane

Accounting 
and Finance

Adelaide MBBS Medical resident
[unknown] IT consultant

/analyst
Adelaide Music (Hons) ASO/Instrumental 

teaching
Masters in 
Performance
Sydney 

Adelaide B.Sc  M.Comm(Acc) [unknown]
Uni SA B. Applied Science Aircraft charter 

pilot
TAFE Cert IV Fitness Personal 

trainer/travel
Electronics

Material forwarded by parents or school.
Adelaide B. Sc (Hons) Scientist PhD-ANU

Canberra 
[unknown] Aircraft Pilot-WA
Adelaide B. Eng Engineer
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Question 22: Please identify any skills that you consider you gained 
from the SACE/IB course, e.g. thinking about your own learning, 
independent working, time management, making deadlines etc.  

SACE Comments

A Identified the complexity of things that seemed simple. 
Encouraged learning.

B Deadlines. Prioritising.
C Individual responsibility for making deadlines.
D Independent from some subjects only, others were more force 

feed style of teaching. I learnt the basics of time management.
E Independence, ability to work under pressure, ability to prioritise.
F Working in groups-teamwork and independent working. Having set 

objectives to be met by certain dates.
G I really believe I didn’t gain any of the above skills from SACE. I 

either already had them, or developed them by being in the 
workforce.

H Having to think about which way I wanted to direct my studies 
towards mostly. Apart from that most study habits were pretty 
similar to what I had been doing in previous years anyway.

I The skills above were developed but only to a minor degree. 
Because [the School’s] SACE course was very well run as long as 
we did the homework and studied what was taught, things were 
very easy.
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Question 22: Please identify any skills that you consider you gained 
from the SACE/IB course, e.g. thinking about your own learning, 
independent working, time management, making deadlines etc.  

IB Comments

A All of the above.
B All of the above - even if the above examples had not been cited I 

would have stated exactly the same things.
C I learned to focus on the particular goals and outcomes being 

examined that is what is relevant/important, that is the curriculum 
etc. I learned to handle substantial projects, that is extended 
essay and the foreign literature essay for English. To an extent the 
TOK [Theory of Knowledge] course made me reflect on ‘knowledge’ 
that is more thoughtful/critical thinking (although I’m not sure 
whether this developed afterwards and I think TOK was useful in 
hindsight).

D Learning to juggle a lot of balls at once was a useful skill. Time 
management to a lesser extent.

E Time management and deadlines certainly. Thinking outside, and 
further than, the basic requirements.

F Time management. Independence of approach to outcomes. Good 
critical thinking.

G I learnt about time management skills, the importance of being 
prepared in advance and the importance and value of self-directed 
learning in reinforcing and supplementing what was learnt in class. 
I learnt to be applied and dedicated to my study. I learnt how to 
be more analytical.

H Time management. Research and referencing skills. Autonomy in 
learning. Scientific method. Organisation of larger and longer 
undertakings e.g. extended essay.

I Independent learning, capacity to read large novels, vastly better 
critical analysis, hard work at great personal harm due to never 
improved time-management skills.

J Doing IB taught me how to study independently, though it didn’t 
help my time management skills. It did improve my confidence in 
my academic abilities. It also allowed me to meet the pre-
requisites of courses I undertook at Uni.

K I’m not completely sure that I can attribute many of the above-
mentioned skills specifically to studying the IB- to the extent that I 
have those skills; I suspect I still would have studied SACE. I’m 
not entirely sure that the IB’s much-vaunted emphasis on self-
directed learning is entirely accurate, at least in my experience. In 
both courses, you are taught a specified syllabus which you learn 
for an exam which is intended to test your knowledge of it. It’s just 
that the IB syllabus is more difficult.
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Question 22: Please identify any skills that you consider you gained from 
the SACE/IB course, e.g. thinking about your own learning, independent 
working, time management, making deadlines etc.	

SKILLS POSITIVE NEGATIVE NO or LIMITED

Independent work A/B/D/E/F/F/G/H/I/J
                      (10) 

The students 
listed below 
suggested that 
their skills were 
either those 
that they had 
largely acquired 
earlier or 
developed 
them later in 
the work force. 
Therefore, they 
did not 
attribute them 
to their course 
per se. 

G/H/I/K  
������������������������(4) 

Time management A/B/D/D/E/F/G/H
                        (8) 

I/J
          (2) 

Critical thinking A/B/C/E/F/G/I
                        (7) 

Deadlines A/B/B/C/E/F
                        (6) 

Ability to handle 
pressure/workloads

E/C/D/H/J
                        (5) 

Focus/prioritise B/E/C/G
                        (4) 

Identified complexity A  
                        (1) 

Force feed D
          (1) 

Encouraged learning A
                        (1) 

Teamwork F
                        (1) 

Totals (43) (3) (4) 
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Elements most enjoyed  
SACE   n=9 

Elements most enjoyed  
IB   n=11 

The role of teachers 
Independent learning but under 
guidance of great teachers.

Interaction with peers and teachers. 
Interesting practicals in the science 
subjects.

The interaction with teachers. Small class sizes, good teachers, a good 
sense of camaraderie over the 2 years. A 
good relationship between students and 
teachers.
I enjoyed the collegiality with students and 
teachers. I enjoyed working on some major 
projects like the extended essay. I also 
enjoyed the practical aspects of the 
sciences-physics and chemistry.

The general course content 
The variety of subjects interspersed 
with extracurricular activities and 
the support network

Extension topics and ‘options’ (maths and 
physics) that one now realises were really 
quite advanced.*

A lot of choice, well structured and 
organised.

Contents/topics of all subjects excellent. HL 
English: discussion, performance of play 
generated hunger for material.*
I enjoyed the additional (more 
academic)* content of the course as 
compared with the SACE curriculum.

The nature of specific subjects 
Physics- delving into how things 
worked.
Chem-understanding how things 
are made and interact (elements)

I enjoyed German and Physics the most, 
largely due to the teachers.

PAS English was a great subject. I 
enjoyed German and accounting 
too.

I most enjoyed the academic rigour* of 
my higher level subjects, i.e. maths, 
physics and chemistry. I enjoyed the 
philosophy and analysis of learning in TOK.

Lab work in Chemistry, Discussions 
in English.

Broad curriculum especially in English and 
TOK. Chance to work on more involved 
projects, e.g. extended essay, group 4, 
ITGS (Information Technology in a Global 
Society) project. In many cases it was the 
first time I was genuinely challenged*
by the course material in school.

Other particular features 
Variety and options available. 
Having tried all options before years 
11 and 12.

Small class sizes. Quick pace of learning. 
Wide variety of subjects (You can’t just 
focus on one particular type /course of 
study like you can with SACE.

Free periods to work on 
assignments/homework while still in 
a study environment rather than at 
home.

One response left blank. 

* These five comments are to be discussed as a group later.  
�
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Elements least enjoyed  
SACE   n=9 

Elements least enjoyed  
IB   n=11 

One response left blank. One response left blank. 

A ‘no’ comment 
None from memory

Issues with staff 
Sometimes the teachers appeared 
uninterested in the SACE course, or 
distracted by IB commitments. I 
understand that the teachers 
themselves were struggling to 
adapt.

My year was the first year in which 
the IB programme was introduced 
to the school, and there were 
unfortunately miscommunications 
between staff and students in 
relation to course requirements. The 
lack of work experience component 
was also slightly disappointing.*

Viewed as second rate to the IB 
course, IB students seemed to 
receive favourable treatment and 
priority.

[Teacher X] was not a particularly 
nice or reasonable person.

Issues with curriculum 
Forced rote learning in some 
subjects. (Maths)

I didn’t enjoy the workload, but it 
was a necessary evil. I struggled 
through higher level maths and did 
not enjoy it at all.
SL Chemistry: less discussion, too 
matter of fact, learn this etc.

TER system There was nothing specific about 
the IB that I disliked, although I 
would recommend that prospective 
students avoid ITGS: I found it to 
be a complete and utter waste of 
time and regret taking the subject. I 
also think that probably the TOK 
course should be revisited: the IB’s 
conception of the course seemed to 
be as a half-hearted attempt to 
make students aware of basic 
concepts of philosophy in a more 
comprehensive sense or teach the 
concepts not as a separate subject, 
but as an element of the other 
subjects which students study (for 
example taking a more detailed look 
at the scientific method in science 
subjects)
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Business studies; I didn’t really 
enjoy the subject.

Language teaching/curriculum was 
not adequate preparation for exam. 
ITGS course content was too 
elementary and frankly boring.

Did a couple of subjects which were 
moderated down and in hindsight I 
wish I had chosen harder subjects 
as I would probably have received 
better scores.

I didn’t like French as a whole 
because I didn’t understand 
anything that was going on, only 
having started French in Year 10 
and not trying very hard. [The 
teacher] was great though. At times 
I didn’t enjoy the poetry 
comprehension in English again 
because I didn’t understand it, but 
upon reflection I am very glad to 
have done it.
Large focus was on the academic 
outcomes, when perhaps more time 
should have been spent on 
extended essay, CAS, etc –these 
are the things that really 
differentiated the course. Though I 
do understand why the focus 
needed to be first and foremost on 
academic outcomes!

Miscellaneous frustrations 
Most information learned was 
pointless. Not real life valuable. 
Don’t need to memorise trivial 
things in real life. It’s about 
understanding and interaction. 
School curriculum overlooks basics 
of professional life.

Whilst a valuable exercise, I found 
the process of completing the 
extended essay somewhat tedious.

Not being able to complete ‘trade’ 
style subjects because they were 
portrayed as second rate and not 
appropriate in academia.
�
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a   ‘Other pursuits appeal to me too, such as the school play or 
football, and although of course these options are open to IB 
candidates, they have less time outside the classroom to 
spend on them because they study six subjects’  
(James Cockbill, 2002, Malvern View). 

� I would say this is very accurate. It was my experience that friends 
doing the IB had a lot less time to pursue other interests due to 
the increased workload.�
Sounds very true; the IB course is more time consuming.�

� Slightly accurate as the course and work load was higher, but can 
still be easily achieved.�

� Inaccurate. It’s all about priorities and time management…two 
things I didn’t have when I was at high school.�
It’s not the 6 subjects. It is the workload of those subjects. But 
even then I disagree. SACE lets you sleep an extra hour a day and 
play instead of studying.�
Don’t think it’s very accurate. The workload may be bigger, but I 
don’t think an extra subject would have made that big a difference. 
Most extra-curricular activities are run immediately after school 
hours and if you are committed then I wouldn’t think it would be 
too hard to balance with study in the IB.�
The people that succeeded at either course were able to participate 
regardless. The people that struggled in either course had to 
manage their time better and weren’t always able to participate.�
The guys I knew who completed the IB seemed to have enough 
time to complete extra curricular activities.�

� N/A

�

�	"��!$5����*��������������������������$&����%��"��"�����������"$��������������%����

���$�)$��$&���%"������'$!������"�����$���'��$���������1��$������������)����"��&"���!��

����"�!�$'C��% ��&����"$���"�����%��C �$��%$��"�$)��������%$��$��$������"$������"��

'����������"�������������"�*�"$��%����������"���$���'��$���������"�������������������'"�
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b ‘At age 16 students ought to take responsibility for their subject 
choices but IB students do not get the same degree of freedom 
when choosing which subjects to continue and which to drop’ 
(James Cockbill, 2002, Malvern View). 

 I agree that it is accurate that IB students had less choice 
regarding subject choices than SACE students had but I don’t feel 
that this is necessarily a negative thing. In a lot of cases (including 
perhaps my own) 16 year olds are too immature to make 
responsible decisions regarding subject choice and will often take 
the path of least resistance. 
Accurate. SACE is soft and two [sic] flexiable [sic].

 Personally I think 16 is almost too young for students to take 
responsibility anyway as most have no real idea of what they want 
to do later in life. I also thought IB students have quite a degree of 
freedom in choosing what they study, it’s just that there are less of 
the ‘easy options’ that are traditionally in SACE. So I guess the 
statement is accurate, to an extent. 
Unsure. I thought IB students have more freedom. 
Don’t know the intricacies of subject selection of the IB. 
Students need lots of support with choices. Too easy to pick 
poorly. Don’t know enough about IB to understand why the above 
is true. Except the language requirement. Seems minimal. 

 Inaccurate 
I disagree. I wanted to study other subjects to what I chose but 
they were in different streams. 

 Left blank 
�
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c In a recent survey, ‘Of the SACE students 44 per cent believed 
that the IB-DP [Diploma Program] and the SACE are equal in 
preparing students for their future and 93 percent of them believed 
that the IB-DP is harder to study’ (Paris, 2003, p. 238). 
That was definitely the feeling about the two different courses in 
1999.
Accurate, because IB is inflexiable [sic] it is harder to complete 
and be successful.
True/agree. From a credential point of view, I think the IB students 
get higher TERs but my colleagues and I would unanimously agree 
that ‘no-one cares about your TER’- it is an overvalued concept, as 
long as you can get into the course you want.
I believe that IB is harder, having to do a language and the extra 
subject made up for a higher workload.
In retrospect I would say that the IB is of greater value in 
preparing students for the future, however there are a lot of 
students who simply wouldn’t cope with the intensity and workload 
of the course and would be better off on the SACE course. 
Absolutely agree the IB is harder to study.
Sounds pretty accurate. I think most students get the impression 
that the IB is harder to study than SACE. I think, from the sounds 
of it, the IB is a better preparation for the future but quite a lot of 
students would see SACE as being adequate for where they are 
trying to head with future studies. 
I have not had as much contact with many other students to find 
out how there [sic] selections effected [sic] their studies. Post 
tertiary studies I do not believe that Yr 12 subjects affect post 
tertiary studies. 

 IB more work, not harder. 75% is 7/7, seems easier with more 
workload. 

 Left blank 
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d The SACE is an internationally recognised credential that opens 
pathways leading to vocations and careers, further studies and 
employment (The SACE Board, 2009, About SACE). 

 It has done everything I have wanted of it so far. 
Absolutely, however that is ever more the case for the IB as that is 
well recognised and regarded internationally to a greater degree 
than SACE.
Agree, but IB was always pushed if you were considering overseas 
study.

 I guess
True to the extent it is complemented with a decent tertiary 
qualification.
Fairly accurate. If your marks are good enough, I think most 
countries would recognise it, as would interstate universities. I 
think the IB is better suited for studies abroad though as that is 
why it was designed-would give a better idea of what level your 
education sits at without necessarily having great marks. 
Only if you choose English as a subject. I believe that IB is more 
widely recognised and accepted in more countries and states.
I’d say this has some truth, but perhaps a little overstated. I can’t 
really comment, as I have never applied for further study 
overseas, and entered Uni outside of SA through mature age 
entry. [Student studying accounting and finance in Brisbane.] 
I don’t know if it is internationally well recognised. It is enough for 
SA careers though. 
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e ‘After spending 12 years together in the same school Mulvea 
McGovern and Michael Whitehead are going their own ways. After 
receiving their SACE certificates yesterday the students from 
Mintabie School, in the far north of South Australia will pursue very 
different ambitions…Dr. Janet Keightley, Chief Executive of the 
Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia (SSABSA) 
said that the wide range of subjects offered by SSABSA has 
allowed very different dreams to be reached for these students  
(SSABSA, 2004, A story of two SACEs). 

 Agree/ accurate. 
I agree there is a lot of choice offered by SACE, this is one of the 
major advantages SACE has over the IB. If you are not interested 
in pursuing a professional career you would almost definitely be 
better off on the SACE course.
True, because of its flexiablility[sic] the above can and does 
happen. SACE has become easier because of its flexiablilty [sic] 
and will become a less recognised credential as a result.

 Yeah, it’s an accurate statement, but you can enter entirely 
different career paths after studying the same subjects at SACE 
anyway, subject variety doesn’t really make that much difference 
in the end.

 I believe that it is not SACE that allows them to choose different 
paths but their own ambition and drive. SACE helps but the 
teachers teaching and improving the kids are a bigger factor than 
the subject matter.
The subjects I chose in Year 12 were irrelevant to what I am doing 
today (although, coincidentally very similar!) SACE had nothing to 
do with the path I have chosen.
Indifferent. I don’t think SACE would change your future career 
more significantly than IB.
You leave school, do different things. Sounds sensible. Does SACE 
enable that, no. But it doesn’t prevent it.
Everyone [researcher’s italics] is going to want to complete a 
different career or a different spectrum in the same career.
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f ‘A student noted the “inflexibility of the IB-DP” curriculum as a 
critical factor for his decision not to do the IB-DP’  
(Paris, 2003 p. 240).

 I’d agree with this. 
Accurate. The inflexibility makes it harder and less appealing. 
Yes, I agree this would be a major factor for a lot of people, it is 
one of the key advantages SACE has over IB. 
He obviously liked a SACE course IB didn’t offer. Fair enough. 

 Can’t really comment. Wouldn’t really affect my choice even if it 
were true. 
Same answer as (b). Don’t know the intricacies of subject selection 
of the IB. 

 Inaccurate. 
I disagree; it depends on what subjects you want to do. I think 
TOK [Theory of knowledge], a language, science, and 
English/humanities are a large variety. 
As I said before, I didn’t think the IB was that inflexible. The main 
concern with subject selection is if you need prerequisites to enter 
a tertiary course and I’m pretty sure the IB would offer any course 
that might be a prerequisite to uni courses. 
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a  ‘IB students seemed less focused on narrow tertiary outcomes but 
instead were concerned with broader educational goals such as personal 
development’ (McKenzie,C.M. 2000, D. Ed Thesis, p. 104). 

 Agreed 
I agree, but I am pretty sure we were all aware of what our plans for 
tertiary study were. 
I think this is accurate in the particular context of my experience. 
Yes agree. This is the beauty of the IB course. Focusing on narrow 
outcomes is a silly thing to do when you’re 15 years old. There’s a whole 
world out there full of opportunities to do all sorts of things, don’t limit 
your options. 

 Perhaps this is accurate. I don’t know, I’m a fairly sceptical person and I 
really have no way to tell how accurate this is. Personally I wish I had 
been more focused on academic outcomes (i.e. marks) since this is how 
your are judged at first instance when applying for jobs etc. 
I cannot comment as I did not do SACE in addition to IB. Perhaps there is 
some truth, however, insofar as projects and exams in year eleven did 
not count towards the final mark in IB (I am unsure whether or not they 
count in SACE); I am reminded of this fact by statement (e). 
Consequently there may have been less of a focus on “narrow tertiary 
outcomes” in year eleven for IB students. Furthermore, Theory of 
Knowledge focuses on, amongst other areas, developing one’s analytical 
skills which are an essential requirement for personal development. 
I don't believe that this statement is necessarily correct, but it may be.  
My guess would be that the more naturally inquisitive and academic 
students would be much more likely to prefer the IB, and so the 
statement might relate more to inherent selection bias rather than to any 
traits which the IB instils in students. 

 I don’t think there was a real difference between IB and SACE students –
just IB seemed more focused and intense. I think “personal development” 
is a bit too much for 16 and 17 year old kids. 
In my experience my IB friends and my SACE friends had largely 
equivalent goals, usually focused on career options than broader 
educational goals. 
Cannot say that I agree.  While there are aspects of the IB which lent 
itself to furthering personal development, e.g. a requisite philosophy 
subject, the focus of my and that of my peers doing the IB was still the 
means to achieving a favourable tertiary outcome. 
Disagree-IB students are still human. As a matter of fact, I came to 
regard the students and myself of [the School’s] IB to be that ilk of 
smart, terrified children who, lacking the necessary machismo to compete 
on the sports field, divert that need to prove themselves into work. A 
bunch of brats, but that’s a lesson learned more easily than some 
meathead who never learned how to speak like a civilised human being. 
But I digress. 
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b ‘IB is often accused of being highly theoretical but it is not 
perceived that way by the students who have done the course’ 
(McKenzie, C.M., 2000, D. Ed Thesis, p. 107).

 Agree. 
Agree (as a former student) – though I think school in general is 
quite theoretical which is not a bad thing. 
Theory is by nature necessary and important for certain subjects. I 
certainly didn’t find it ‘too’ theoretical, in fact I enjoyed the more 
theoretical aspects of the course. 
I didn’t think it was highly theoretical. Frankly, how can you teach 
physics and chemistry in a non-theoretical way? And the other 
subjects were taught very appropriately i.e. in history, we 
analysed various historians views, in English analysed various texts 
etc. I thought it was appropriately theoretical where 
necessary/appropriate. 
I certainly didn't consider the IB as highly theoretical. As far as I 
noticed the course material covered was similar to that covered in 
SACE, though in more detail. 
I think this is correct.  It is not specifically highly theoretical:  it 
just has more content, and is more difficult.  This is not the same 
as being theoretical. 
Not highly theoretical. As much as it needs to be. Especially 
humanities, very liberal discussion, conversation, very engaging at 
a base level. 
Wrong. The practical component of this course is large. I can’t 
remember the % breakdowns but I remember doing lots of pracs 
for Physics, Chem and fieldwork for Geography. Doing speeches 
and analysing poems on the fly in English. 

 Subjects like English, maths, basic science and theory of 
knowledge are innately fairly theoretical. Learning a language and 
my humanities subject, ITGS, could hardly be described as highly 
theoretical. I do not think that being highly theoretical is a 
negative description for a secondary school course that is a 
stepping stone to tertiary education. A course is most “practical” 
(i.e. non-theoretical) when it is vocational and IB is not intended 
as a vocational course. 
Many of the IB subjects were highly theoretical.  However, my 
understanding was that this was no different from SACE subjects, 
and I did not perceive it as a flaw of the programme.  Mathematics 
and the sciences by their nature contain many theoretical 
concepts, but there were frequent opportunities to put those 
concepts into practice in practical experiments. 
It may well be highly theoretical, but I enjoy that. There certainly 
seemed to be enough practical involvement, particularly in the 
sciences, and it seems perhaps more so at [the School] than from 
some people I have spoken to in other schools. 
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c ‘[The IB] is not simply for brilliant kids; it’s for kids who are 
prepared to work hard and who are motivated to study’  
(Greg Crafter, 2004, in article entitled ‘Smart Schools pass global 
test for success’, Atkinson, J., The Independent Weekly).

 Agree.
This is true, I remember a few less brilliant kids who did the IB and 
successfully completed it. However, it certainly does have 
wonderful opportunities for the more brilliant kids, when other 
options like SACE, can lead merely to boredom.
Yes agree. Though you can’t just take it for granted-you have to 
do the work. So breezing through years 8-10 is very bad 
preparation. Some sort of cadet regime might be the answer here.
I couldn’t agree more. Those who succeed in life are not those who 
are innately ‘brilliant’ but those who are applied and dedicated. 
Similarly, those who do well in IB have worked hard to earn their 
achievements.
I would agree with this statement, in order to do well at the IB it is 
necessary to work hard, in fact I would say it is more important to 
be able to handle a high work load, than necessarily be highly 
intelligent or ‘brilliant’.
I think this is true.  It is also for those who have a genuine interest 
in learning new things, rather than just doing what they must to 
achieve certain academic results in pursuit of other goals.
I think this is very true. In fact I would say that IB rewards hard 
work and motivation more so than SACE.
I strongly agree. In fact, I would go further and say it’s for 
everyone. It is structured very well, covers a great range of 
subjects etc. When you are doing a well-prepared/structured 
course, I think it helps you work/do well. This statement carries an 
assumption that there is some easy fallback course to do-well, 
what is the value in that really? Why not do the IB to the best of 
your ability and get 28 (or whatever) rather than do some rubbish 
course just because it’s not challenging and it’s easy to pass?
Yeah, IB is obtainable by most students given the right 
environment and motivation.

 Agree to some extent, but the programme does demand a higher 
standard of intellectual ability from the student.  While it was 
certainly possible for most students to complete the course 
through diligence and a motivation to study, the pace of the course 
is such that those with the ability to pick up concepts quickly would 
have had an easier time.

 Disagree. I think those that got the most out of IB were the 40+ 
kids – the other ones were probably left behind a bit.
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d ‘The Extended Essay was another special feature for me. This 
independent research task, supervised on a one-to-one by a member of 
staff, is an exciting training for University research’ (Beth Chappell, 2003, 
Malvern View). 

 Agree 
I thought it was an interesting and exciting project regardless of whether 
it was training for university. It helped develop a broader understanding 
of how to go about a big project and how to understand a big topic. I’m 
not sure how much it trained me for university research, but it certainly 
helped me appreciate depth of thinking/research generally. 

 At the time, 4,000 words seemed so enormous. When one gets to uni and 
beyond, one realises that it was pretty pathetic! However it probably was 
a good ‘first’ assignment of the type, and good preparation for later work. 
I wouldn’t go so far as to say it was ‘exciting training for University 
research’. Certainly it provides some valuable experience in collecting 
information from a large variety of sources and then collating, analysing 
and presenting that information. The research that I have done at 
university was laboratory based and was hence vastly different to the 
process of completing the extended essay. In more social areas of 
research the processes would be more similar yet of course much more 
rigorous. Another point of difference is that University research leads to 
relevant new findings which is what makes it so worthwhile and exciting; 
this is not a realistic expectation of the extended essay. 
I found the extended essay largely a waste of time, although it did in 
some ways prepare me for uni (even rushing it at the last minute). This 
however is probably more due to me not taking it as seriously at the time 
as I should have. 
I found the extended essay interesting and different from the course's 
other requirements.  I can't comment on it being training for university 
research:  the areas I studied at university were not areas in which 
activities similar to the extended essay would be relevant. 
The Extended Essay certainly has merit, but not necessarily as ‘exciting 
training for University research’ whatever that means. I found the 
opportunity to develop your own research project very stimulating and 
enjoyable. So stimulating in fact that I chose a difficult topic and did very 
poorly. I believe that extended essays in Quantum mechanics are now 
strongly discouraged. 
I think this is the ideal outcome – was not the case for me but that was 
probably my own fault a bit. I (knowingly) let my extended essay slide 
and probably needed more pushing on this one. 
Maybe. It definitely could be. For me it was more a case of sitting down 
one weekend and belting out 4,000 cohesive words. Maybe more 
feedback between students and mentor would be appropriate (but who 
knows? Maybe this has changed since 1999.) 

 Essays are essays, and though I was initially excited about ‘my own’ 
question, I soon lost interest and was simply obliged to finish it. 
The Extended Essay was not a factor I took into account in choosing to do 
the IB.  Personally, at that stage, I recall finding the assignment difficult 
as we were unaccustomed to undertaking research and writing of that 
length and depth.  In the case of my Essay in economics, the input from 
the member of staff was minimal due to the nature of the topic I chose.  
However, I understand some of my peers found the experience positive. 
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e ‘Shouldn’t [Year 11] be a time for wider reading and enjoying 
outside interests, rather than focusing on a battery of crucial exam 
papers? In the IB, although there is plenty of work, there are no 
compulsory exams in the first year, and in the final year the 
number of papers taken is kept within reasonable limits’  
(Beth Chappell, 2003, Malvern View). 

 Agree 
Yes, agree. Year 11 was magical. I enjoyed the absence of 
pressure, and instead immersed myself in the material, or at the
very least pretended to. 
I think this is accurate. The schedule of assessment fitted in quite 
well with my progress. The exams at the end were a culmination of 
rather than an interruption to my learning. 
Yes, that’s more or less what we did wasn’t it? It seemed like we 
did a lot of exams at the end of yr12, but this doesn’t seem 
unreasonable. 
I had forgotten this! I certainly do appreciate this; my study picked 
up considerably in year twelve and had my year eleven marks 
counted I would have obtained a considerably lower score at the 
end. The number of exams in final year was indeed reasonable. 

 No real comment. I didn’t feel over pressured in yr 11. I suppose 
in a way it was good to get some summative work done in yr 11 so 
that it didn’t all have to be done in yr 12. 
We still undertook an examination in Year 11 which counted 
towards our internal grading and were compulsory in that sense, 
but the results from which did not count towards university 
entrance.  I do not entirely agree that the numbers of papers in 
the final year was “kept within reasonable limits”; we did as many 
papers as humanly possible. 
I don't really see the need for year 11 to be a time for wider 
reading and outside interests, it should be used to gain skills and 
for preparation for the next year. This seemed to me how the IB in 
year 11 was treated at [the school], which seems sensible to me. 
We still had a battery of exams at the end of the year, yeah just 
weren't for the final results, they still felt ‘crucial’ at the time. 
To some extent I agree, but at the same time I know IB students 
from other schools who sat some of their final exams in year 11 
(so that in year 12 they were studying fewer subjects).  They tell 
me that this was very valuable to them – I can imagine that had
the school let me, I would have done this too, and used the extra 
time in year 12 either to study another subject, or to allow greater 
focus on my other subjects, thus (hopefully) learning them in more 
depth, and most likely also improving my marks. 
It’s good that it is a 2 year course – have a long time to build up to 
completion. Though maybe that is stressful for some... 
This is a matter of personal opinion and I don’t have one either 
way. 
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f ‘I assumed that everyone who was doing it [the IB], really wanted 
to be there and there’d be a more positive environment in the 
class.’ (Ashlea Bartram, 2004, in article entitled ‘Smart Schools 
pass global test for success’, Atkinson, J., The Independent 
Weekly). 

 Agree 
I would definitely agree with this statement, it is pretty much 
describing how I felt about the IB, and the fact that it would likely 
have only able and willing co-students was a big part in my 
decision to undertake the IB. 
Yes, almost all of the students who chose the IB were positive, 
self-motivated students.  The learning environment was positive 
and promoted discussion within the small classes. 
It certainly seemed to be the case that those who did IB were 
more academic and motivated. I noticed this when we put in our 
preferences for IB at the end of year ten. I believe this led to a 
more positive collaborative environment in the class as well. 
There certainly was that positive environment in our year. Possibly 
because it was the first year, only those who were really sure had 
taken the plunge. It certainly wouldn’t have been the same with 
‘duller’ people. 
I believe this is correct.  Since the IB is more challenging, you will 
get students who are interested in a challenge studying it. 
Definitely a more positive learning environment, but that’s 
probably due to hanging round with smart motivated people. You 
can’t help but get swept along with the tide. 

 Perhaps this is the case and explains why I found such a great 
sense of collegiality. Probably an empirical question though really. 
As much as anyone ‘really wants to be there’ at school I guess... I 
think the positive environment more came from the fact you were 
in smaller classes, good student teacher interaction, a new and 
interesting course to study. 
I think some of the people in my year regretted doing the IB. 
However, as a relatively small group compared to the SACE cohort, 
I think there existed a somewhat unique culture of achievement 
and excellence. This wasn’t always positive, but for the most part, 
I think it was. 

 No. Prestige, elitism, superiority. And didn’t stray too far from the 
herd. There was a harsh and critical intellectual environment, 
especially from the more gifted students. But I don’t necessarily 
resent this. 
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Question IB Response by 
word count 

SACE Response by 
Word count 

22 n=11 349  (average ~ 32) n=9 156  (average ~ 17) 

23 n=10 210  (av ~ 21) n=9 94  (av ~ 10) 

24 n=10 334  (av ~ 33) n=8 135 (av ~ 17) 

25 n=10 190  (av ~ 19) n=8 85 (av ~11) 

26 n=8 261  (av ~ 33) n=8 129 (av ~ 16) 

27 n=10 520  (av~ 52) n=9 257 (av ~ 29) 

Total 59 1864  (av ~ 32) 51 856 (av ~ 17) 
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YEAR 10 SURVEY      2002

Research is being carried out looking at the choice of courses by 
students for years 11 and 12 at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. This survey is 
designed to provide information so that the School may understand 
more fully factors affecting why some students choose SACE and 
others IB. Please take time to read and answer these questions as 
carefully as possible. Your name will not be required and your 
individual answers will not be identified. A summary of the results 
will be given to the Headmaster next year.   

Please  circ the appropriate response. 

1.  What is your House?          

2.  Which course have you selected?                            IB     SACE 

3.  Did you attend the information night?                      YES    NO                         

4.  Did your parent(s) attend the information night?    YES    NO                         

5.  Have you read the Year 10 course handbook?           YES    NO    

6.  Did you talk to your Head of House about your 
options?                                                                YES    NO    

7.  Did you speak to xxxxxxxxx about your options?     YES    NO    

8. Did you speak to students who had done IB or 
SACE?                                                                   YES    NO 

9. Did you choose your course because it is a  
pre-requisite for what you want to do when          
you leave school?                                                   YES    NO 

����
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10. Do you have any siblings who have completed  
Year 12?                                                                 YES    NO 
If yes, go to question 11. 
If no, go to question 12. 

11. How strongly did your sibling(s) influence your choice? 

 VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

12. How strongly did your father influence your choice?  

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

13. How strongly did your mother influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

14. How strongly did your Head of House influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

15. Are your closest friends doing the same course?   YES    NO 

16. How strongly did your friends influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL   

17. How strongly did your media reports (newspaper articles, TV 
reports of successful students etc) influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL   

18. Do you think your choice of course will                    
 help you in your future career?                                

YES      NO
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19. Do you want to do some form of tertiary 
study?  
If yes, go to questions 20, 21 and then 22. 
If no, go to question 22. 

20. Do you hope to study in this state?                                                 

21. Has your choice been made with this in mind?    

�

22. Have there been any comments or opinions about either the IB 
or the SACE course that have affected your choice? 
These may be positive or negative; for example, class sizes,  
 teachers you may have, the work loads, better TER scores.   
Briefly write them down in the space provided. 

YES      NO

YES      NO

YES      NO
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Thank you for your assistance. Good luck for next year. 
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POST-SCHOOL      SURVEY      2007

Research is being carried out looking at the choice of IB and SACE 
courses for students at [The Focus School]. This survey is designed 
to provide information so that the School may understand more 
fully factors affecting why students choose IB or SACE.  

This survey is aimed at former IB candidates who were part of the 
School’s first cohort. Please take time to read and answer these 
questions as carefully as possible. Your name and that of the School 
will not be identified. A summary of the results will be given to the 
Headmaster.   

Please  circ the appropriate response. 

PART A: This section reflects questions asked in an earlier survey 
given to year 10 students in 2002.  

1.�Did you attend an information session prior to entering Years 
11 and 12?               

                            YES               NO            DON’T REMEMBER

2.�Did your parent(s) attend an information session?   

                            YES               NO            DON’T REMEMBER 
                                 

3.�Did you read any Year 11/12 course syllabus statements?            
                        
                            YES               NO            DON’T REMEMBER

4.�Did you talk to your Head of House about your options?        

                            YES               NO            DON’T REMEMBER

5.  Did you speak to a career adviser about your options?     
                                                                                  
                                YES              NO             DON’T REMEMBER
                                                                      

6.�Did you speak to other students?                             
                         
                            YES             NO              DON’T REMEMBER

                                                    
7.�Did you choose your course because it was a pre-requisite for 

what you wanted to do when you left school?                                               

                            YES             NO              DON’T REMEMBER

����
��
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8. Did you have any siblings who had completed             YES    NO 
Year 12?  If yes, go to question 9. 
              If no, go to question 10. 

9. How strongly did your sibling(s) influence your choice? 

 VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

10. How strongly did your father influence your choice?  

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE      NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

11. How strongly did your mother influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

12. How strongly did your Head of House influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

13. Did your closest friends do the same course?   YES    NO 

14. How strongly did your friends influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL   

15. How strongly did media reports (newspaper articles, TV 
reports of successful students etc) influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL    

16. Did you want to do some form of tertiary 
study?  
If yes, go to questions 17 and 18. 
If no, go to PART B. 

17. Did you study in this state?                                                     

18. Was your choice made with this in mind?       

YES      NO

YES      NO

YES      NO



� 7-,�

19. Were there any comments or opinions about either the IB 
or the SACE course that affected your choice? 
These may have been positive or negative; for example, class 
sizes, teachers you may have, the work loads, TER scores.  
Briefly write them down in the space provided. 

PART B:   This section looks at your course choice and post- 
secondary experiences. 

20. What subjects did you study in Year 12? 

21.  Briefly describe what you have been doing since leaving 
school. 
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22.   Please identify any skills that you consider you gained from 
the IB course, e.g. thinking about your own learning, independent 
working, time management, making deadlines etc.  

23.   Highlight the elements of the course you most enjoyed. 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

24.  Highlight the elements of the course you disliked. 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

25.   In hindsight, what was the most useful advice that you 
received about making your course choice? 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
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26.    In hindsight, what could have been useful advice to you when 
making your course choice? 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

27.   If you went to study at tertiary level, describe the transition to 
tertiary, e.g. ease of study, challenges of course content or new 
approaches, meeting expectations.  
  

                                                                              
28.  The following are a series of quotations culled from various 
sources relating to the IB course. Please indicate the degree to 
which you think each is accurate/inaccurate and any observations 
you may have about these claims. 
a)   ‘IB students seemed less focused on narrow tertiary outcomes 
but instead were concerned with broader educational goals such as 
personal development’ (McKenzie, C.M., 2000, D. Ed Thesis, p. 104). 
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b)   ‘IB is often accused of being highly theoretical but it is not 
perceived that way by the students who have done the course’
(McKenzie, C.M., 2000, D. Ed Thesis, p. 107). 

c) ‘[The IB] is not simply for brilliant kids; it’s for kids who are 
prepared to work hard and who are motivated to study’ (Greg 
Crafter, 2004, article entitled ‘Smart Schools pass global test for 
success’, The Independent Weekly).
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d)   The Extended Essay was another special feature for me. This 
independent research task, supervised on a one-to-one by a 
member of staff, is an exciting training for University research’ 
(Beth Chappell, 2003, Malvern View). 

e)   ‘Shouldn’t [Year 11] be a time for wider reading and enjoying 
outside interests, rather than focusing on a battery of crucial exam 
papers? In the IB, although there is plenty of work, there are no 
compulsory exams in the first year, and in the final year the number 
of papers taken is kept within reasonable limits’ (Beth Chappell, 
2003, Malvern View). 
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f)’I assumed that everyone who was doing it [the IB], really wanted 
to be there and there’d be a more positive environment in the 
class.’ (Ashlea Bartram, 2004, article entitled ‘Smart Schools pass 
global test for success’, The Independent Weekly). 

Thankyou for your co-operation
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POST-SCHOOL      SURVEY      2007

Research is being carried out looking at the choice of SACE and IB 
courses for students at [The Focus School]. This survey is designed 
to provide information so that the School may understand more fully 
factors affecting why students choose SACE or IB.  

This survey is aimed at former SACE candidates who left school in 
1999. Please take time to read and answer these questions as 
carefully as possible. Your name and that of the School will not be 
identified. A summary of the results will be given to the Headmaster.   

Please   the appropriate response. 

PART A: This section reflects questions asked in an earlier survey 
given to year 10 students in 2002.  

1.�Did you attend an information session prior to entering Years 
11 and 12?               

                            YES               NO            DON’T REMEMBER

2.�Did your parent(s) attend an information session?   

                     YES               NO            DON’T REMEMBER
                                 

3.�Did you read any Year 11/12 course syllabus statements?            
                        
                            YES               NO            DON’T REMEMBER

4.�Did you talk to your Head of House about your options?        

                            YES               NO            DON’T REMEMBER

5.  Did you speak to a career adviser about your options?     
                                                                                   
                                YES              NO             DON’T REMEMBER
                                                                      

6. Did you speak to other students?                             
                         
                            YES             NO              DON’T REMEMBER

                                                    
7. Did you choose your course because it was a pre-requisite for 

what you wanted to do when you left school?                                               

                            YES             NO              DON’T REMEMBER

����
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8. Did you have any siblings who had completed             YES    NO 
Year 12?  If yes, go to question 9. 

         If no, go to question 10. 

9. How strongly did your sibling(s) influence your choice? 

 VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

10. How strongly did your father influence your choice?  

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

11. How strongly did your mother influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE       NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

12. How strongly did your Head of House influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL 

13. Did your closest friends do the same course?   YES    NO 

14. How strongly did your friends influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL   

15. How strongly did media reports (newspaper articles, TV reports 
of successful students etc) influence your choice? 

VERY MUCH        A LITTLE         NOT VERY        NOT AT    
                                                  MUCH               ALL    

16. Did you want to do some form of tertiary 
study?  
If yes, go to questions 17 and 18. 
If no, go to PART B. 

17. Did you study in this state?                                                  

18. Was your choice made with this in mind?       

YES      NO

YES      NO

YES      NO
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19. Were there any comments or opinions about either the SACE 
or the IB course that affected your choice? 
These may have been positive or negative; for example, class 
sizes, teachers you may have, the work loads, TER scores.  
Briefly write them down in the space provided. 

PART B:   This section looks at your course choice and post- 
secondary experiences. 

20. What subjects did you study in Year 12? 

21.  Briefly describe what you have been doing since leaving 
school. 
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22.   Please identify any skills that you consider you gained from the 
SACE course, e.g. thinking about your own learning, independent 
working, time management, making deadlines etc.

23.   Highlight the elements of the course you most enjoyed. 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

24.   Highlight the elements of the course you disliked. 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

25. In hindsight, what was the most useful advice that you 
received about making your course choice? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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26.    In hindsight, what could have been useful advice to you when 
making your course choice? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

27.   If you went to study at tertiary level, describe the transition to 
tertiary, e.g. ease of study, challenges of course content or new 
approaches, meeting expectations.  
  

                                                                                
28.  The following are a series of quotations culled from various 
sources relating to the SACE course. Please indicate the degree to 
which you think each is accurate/inaccurate and write down any 
observations you may have about these claims. 
 a)   ‘Other pursuits appeal to me too, such as the school play or 
football, and although of course these options are open to IB 
candidates, they have less time outside the classroom to spend on 
them because they study six subjects’ (James Cockbill, 2002, 
Malvern View). 
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b)   ‘At age 16 students ought to take responsibility for their subject 
choices but IB students do not get the same degree of freedom when 
choosing which subjects to continue and which to drop’ (James 
Cockbill, 2002, Malvern View). 

c) In a recent survey, ‘Of the SACE students 44 per cent believed 
that the IB-DP [Diploma Program] and the SACE are equal in 
preparing students for their future and 93 percent of them believed 
that the IB-DP is harder to study’ (Paris, 2003, p. 238). 
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d)   The SACE is an internationally recognised credential that opens 
pathways leading to vocations and careers, further studies and 
employment. [SSABSA website, 2008 "���F??%%%���$+�$��$�����$�?�$'��"�!M�

e)   ‘After spending 12 years together in the same school Mulvea 
McGovern and Michael Whitehead are going their own ways. After 
receiving their SACE certificates yesterday the students from 
Mintabie School, in the far north of South Australia will pursue very 
different ambitions…Dr. Janet Keightley, Chief Executive of the Senior 
Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia (SSABSA) said that 
the wide range of subjects offered by SSABSA has allowed very 
different dreams to be reached for these students (SSABSA, 2004, A 
story of two SACEs). 
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f)’A student noted the “inflexibility of the IB-DP” curriculum as a 
critical factor for his decision not to do the IB-DP’ (Paris, 2003, p. 
240). 

Thankyou for your co-operation. 
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APPENDIX J:   SACE Student Qualities 

 

 

                                                     (Dellit, J., 2003, pp. 11-12, used with permission) 
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From the Headmaster    

ISSUE 2 27th February 2009 

Imagine a school that could only focus on two things. What would you choose?

[The Focus School] provides a broad and liberal education in which we aspire 
towards and achieve excellence in so many more areas than just two. However, 
if I had to answer the hypothetical question, I would focus on character and 
academic excellence.

Are we accountable? Yes we are. The [Focus School] is accountable to;-

the seemingly endless number of accountability forms imposed by those clip-
board-carrying Canberra bureaucrats,

the thousands of hours of professional support, advice and direction, given in 
good faith, by our teaching and support staff,

our parents. We can justify their enormous financial and emotional investment 
that has gone into the education of their most precious asset, their sons, and,

the most important customers of all, the boys.

�

�

�

�

�

�
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