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o0 of all our public institutions, and
.t.ﬁ n muﬂ 'uui-Qﬂﬂ in thﬂ" !:U-E'

of the State, Sir Lancelot Stirling
li South Australian wilhqutth a I:n*nll.
Eégh-‘d cted to the presidency of the Roya
Agricultursl Socioty on Wednesday, he
made a characteristically mud_f;ﬂ.apecth.
i o returned thanks for the
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in which he _
honour conferred upon him by his
fellow members. The Society, however,
s not so insensible to the distinguished
character of its new President as to
be in any doubt where the honour really
‘lies.  The members are justified ir
congratulating themselves, and are e/
titled to receive congratulations, upon Sir
Lancelot Stirling’s acceptance of a fur-
ther term of office in the chair which he
last occupied 85 years ago. The com-
pliment which he pays the society is
the fortunate first fruits of the decision
of that increasingly important body to
relieve its President of the great burden
"ﬂf detailed work which has hitherto |
devolved upon him. = It would have
been obviously unreasonable to ask Sir
Lancelot to assume the duties of Presi-)
dent in circumstances which would have
entailed bis being summoned to attend
120 meetings in the forthcoming wear,
the number of invitations with which

ey is_one
portadt &1 of the few things he has not permitted,
of & LY | -l 1
kabie | probable that he could bave endured
: ‘| 20 prosaic an employment.

sufficiently striking even to impress a

. Tn 1871, e was ealled to e
ot the Taner Temple. The pe-
of his profession, however, is one

himeelf,  Fifty years ago, it is im- |

He was

specially fitted for life out of doors—
the more sirenuous, the better. The

amateur champion hurdler of England,

he returned to this country in time to

win the first Central Australian Steeple-
chase at Alice Springs. The contrast
botween an English inter-"Varstity ath-

letic contest and an Australian outback
race meeting of 1874, must have been

young man of 25. Sir Lancelot is one
of the few men living who can claim
to have hunted kangaroos with the
present King of England, or who might
be able to say what foundation there
is for the Jegendary story that, after
the hunt, Prince George, as His Majesty |
then was, having been the subject of |
a great hue and ery, consequent upon '
the report that he was “bushed,” told
the search party which found him that.
their anxiety for his safety was a little
excessive, and would have been better
justified on account of his brother, who
might ascend the English throne some/,
duy, whereas he (Prince George) never
wonld, and did not want to! Whether
the ‘story be true or fictitious, it may
at least be accepted as a rather more
than ordinanly picturesque suggestion
of the completeness of the revolutions
of the whirligiz of time which the new
President of the Agricultural Soeciety
has been privileged to obszerve. The

the retiring President (the Hon. W. G.
Dunecan, M.L.C.) confessed he had been
bombarded. Even upon o compara-
tively young a man as Mr. Duncan, a
presidency imvolving such “obligations
has  made. prctically  impossible
demands; and, if Sir Lancelot were hap-
pily 30 years his own junior, his con-
scientiousness would still forbid him to
attempt to add another man’s work to
the two men’s work which he already
performs.  His years, he says, entitle
mm “to, walk on the shady side of the
road,” The responubilities which are
imposed upon him by the punctual and
untiring performance of* his duties as
President of the Legislative Council, and
by his intimate sssocistion with an
‘extrmordinarily large number of com-
'mercini and social undertakings, make
it doubtiul how muech of the shade he
‘actually enjoys; but it is beyond ques-
tion that the added work of President
of the Agricultural Society, under the
old conditions, would not have per-
milted him any

The wisdom of fthe new division of
labour among the} principal officers of
the Society is selfdvi

|

ivileged to appoint
rone who may be
uspicion of hyperbole
the  most distinguished.

as their President
degeribed without =

a3 probably

ﬁ_dﬁﬂt Australian, Sir Lancelot not only
[akes a notable, and even picturesque,
iﬁmm‘_"“ ploy his own word
—but is in a pofition to =
Imj { “his pllu at lhﬁ
e Co n*h" excculave officers an
almost unexampled fund of  knowledge
of Bouth Australian: affair—knowlodge
Irq m‘“lﬁh‘;w valuable in his
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“The Intest English files, which have just|

-come to hand, announce ghat a knight-

00od has been ferved oy Mr. Thomas

Hudson Beare, oféssor of Engi-
L ]

Sclence, Edinburgh Univeraity.

ownuee l0TeDce to. this honour appeared in The

m R

Hudson B
tealia.

changes which he has witnessed have
nowhere been more sweeping, or more
gratifying, than in South Australia, and
his fellow citizens would be rejoiced to
have the assurance that he is to be
spared to see the very considerable
furt!ler progress of the State which he
has already served so long and =o faith-
fully. !
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THE SCIENCE CONGRESS IN PERTH.)

Preparations ave being ' made for  the
meeimg of cthe Australasian  Agsocintion
for the advaucoment . of geience, Ahich will
s ih nn%um:.

fith meetin
elfivet o be

)t

be apened I 23.  This
will be tha % of the as-

societion an id Lin the

"u-ﬁ-ﬂt-l'_"rﬂ -I:".f':!l-.: Al ’r]”,. H:n_ll.‘ L:U!l"—"rﬂtﬂﬂ'll[.'
and the peade of Poreh ard showing mucl

intervso an tie cothing visit, and are maks
InZ every. elort (o astracs visitors from|
Ahg eastern S:iates, . All delezates to the
vongress wiil be carried free over the rail-
way line conneering Kalgoorlis and Perth:
aad wil be zranted reduced fares wover
;Jtl:r.er sestions  of lina.
Liie local commiztes in Porth are trying
Lo arrange privaie hospitality for the visi.
tors from the ecast, If the seuson is
carly those who atiepd the meating will be!
able to sce. tha profusion of Woestern Atus-
sralien wild flowiors, “which make sue
A<ong appeial no: only to the botanist,
Lo the visitor who is abla 2o apprecinto
ﬂ:“"r'ﬂ’l"_t for thelr intrinsic beauty. Many
exeursion® to lacalitien of sclentifie aud
aeneral anterest near Parth and farzher
afield are beiny arrenged, and tho moo:-.
lug promises to be #9 graaz a Kuccoss as
was the lasy zathering in Adelaide Pro-
tossor I, H. Reunia, of the University of
Adelalde, ‘will take over the prosidentidl
I;Ll!fleﬂ from Sir John Monash at thin mest
Fg
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The Need for a Wider

11.—By E. Argth' ;&\nhw -J

The far-reaching Influence of scien-
tifically organized afforestation wpon
the national lifg has been so frequently
emphasizod as to have become almost
stercotyped, In spite of this, however,
the United States, consclious of the
rapid diminution of her timber re-
gources, was probably the first of
modern nations to embark wupon a
comprehensive scheme of replanting,
the result of a vigorous and long-con-
tinued campaign, In which the unis
versities and prominent public men,
magnificently supported by the whole
American press, engaged.

The wave of enthusiasm, arising from
the conatitucncics, -swept ioto  Congress,
and the legislators duly gave effect to the
popular will, and by ¢nactment placed
forestry upon “a firm footing. Yot po
recontly. as 1924 the Profcssor of Forestry
nt Yale considercd it necessary to ultor
another reminder {o the public, aud at a
public lecture stated  (inter alia):—""Al.
though during the century and a half of
America’s national  existence sbe bad
established the highest standard of mate.
pinl civilization the world had ever known,
owing to the enormous consumption of the
products of the earth, the continuance of
that high standard of comfort depended
on the people’s ability not only to manu-
facture goods, but to secure the raw
material upon which that scale of pro-
duction depended. No factor,” said he,
“hna- contributed more in the past to-
wards building up this standard thau the
abundant and comparatively cheap sup-
plies of wood drawn from our native
forests; and it is tho belief of forestera
that the exhanstion of these woods, with.
out replacement, is the greatest blow that
can be struck at. our standard of living,"”

Dear Timber and Huu:inn Shortage.

There can bo no poasible doubt that the
cnormous increasa in the price of timber
during ' the last quarter of a century bLux
contributed materially to the nereasing
housing shortage, the congestion, and bad
li"-'i'l'lﬁ, conditions in the larger citics, which
accompanying high rents' and the exces-
sive percentage of the smalier. incomes
which must go for housing. 'The former,
though important, is only one phase of
the question. Tho beneficinl effects’ of
forestry in the control of floods cannot be
overlooked, more particularly in our own
State, with its comparatively low average
raninfall,  Bishop Moorhouse spoke mnot
without a deep knowledge of the facts
when he stated, somewhat facetiously per-
haps, that Australia shonld gmz; less and
dam more. Probably no State in the
Commonwealth requires to devete more
attémtion to water conservation than does
our own;: yet milliona of gallons of water
find their way to the sea each year, doing
untold domage to surrounding orchards
and the thoroughfares of municipalities,
and inflict great hardship upon' property
OWDers in tfm low:lying suburbs.

111 Effects of Forest Destruction.

Older residenta are nnanimous in their
opinions that the inereasing sScverity of
theso
tion of the hillsides, their holding capacity
wmving  suffered  tremendous  redoction
thereby, in addition to the gradual wash-
ing away of the soil and subsoil and other
consequent ill effects,
tion can ba given of the injurious cffccts
resultant upon the deforestation of moun-
taing than that given by Professor Fernow
in “Economics of forestry,” Mr. Fernow
states *“That within 70 years, as the resuls
of denudation, 1,000,000 ncres of mountain
forest was lnid waste,  As a4 consequence
the moutnain streams, turned into tor-
renli Ewopt’ vast ‘quantitica of debris on
to the lowlands, la III,E waste 8,000,000
ncres of tillabla Ilng- t is gratifyiog to
know that afforegtation has ®l
tieully reclaimed that area, and altercd
the physical conditions completely.
Wy S, 28 Sy o o

JMALIN & suitable foresy
Lu'ul within the 30dpn. rainfall belt nﬁtlﬂ-lr
alf of which is i 1 the Adelado

Experiments '
woods of Australin are e
for the manufacture of this
in fact, under certal
heavier yield than
countrics. Twent
rally h:imant?d tinntthﬂ
material exXiSUDg L i 4
of northern European countries aud 2
America would be sufficient to meet.
quirements {or an indefinite Ill}crmd.l
SR e
ing pperations, togeil
'“-Eﬂuglft by devastating forest fires, .
tralia will be shortly thrown upom
own resources, or else pay dearly for
material for the manufacture of her
newspaper. Apart altogether from
desirablencss of retaining in the couns
as much as possible of five or &ix million
pounds sterling now paid abroad for ou
rements, important a

]
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aper, Fequi ¢ advantages

Ei::ir::_lfl wcrun from the establishment of a
pulping industry capable of dealing mﬁf
a great portion of the local demand. |

As South Australia bas cutstripped thal
other States in regard to her o de,
ghe has a unique opportunity of mé !
right into the busincss of pu‘lglu.nd paper
manuiacture. Her forests at Mount Bure
mmente

and other places will produce i !
quantities of thinnings suitable for z:nln-;

ing, and, with the utilization of _
thinnings n considersble impetus would
be given to the financial (srmpmtr of neﬁ
1 forest operations. The Government _
gone into the commercial side of afforess
tation, and if the datas obtained ia rels
able, there should be no hesitation dal
embarking upon a scheme which wopﬁh
find mnpru:rmtnt for n great uurp‘bu' -
our own people, save the expenditure ¢
‘large sums of money outside of Austeshas
h*ul. better than all, would forze one more
link in the chain of national scli-depens
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dence.
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" UNVERSITY  GRADUATES

Y,
G,E R. ®Piper, B.Sc.

¢ Mr, (:&nhu&“dﬂhlh Piper, B.Se., whoe
recently attained the degree of Bachelor
of Science at the Adelaide University,
with credits in chemistry and  mathe
matics, has had a scholastic caveer of un'
broken success,  He has. obtained nearly
all his education on scholarships, and i
now only 10 years of age. .
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floods is_largely due to tho denuda, |
J

No better illostra- |

nee: prac- |y

'MR. G. R. PIPER, B.Se.
who gained his ‘Bachelor of Ssience d

at the University examindtions. .';lvt'
_ Me. Piper was born at Baihnhmﬁ and
ix the son af Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Pince
of Myrtle Bunk. At the Adelaide High
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