world. De. Richardson will
“- ';'onun in South Afries.

Aol 5/ 12-95
o Rev, K. T, F. " Bickicatash; Jieft:
master 6 St. Peter's Chileze, who will Jeave
for, England on_ the RO, Ormuz to-
day, wil!, during bis stoy i Briral
|| himseld to the wtady "ol
Uonal questions.  He 'wiil pay & visit
Rugby, bis

5

4 sehenl, and will alko visic

but the netual causes of the mishap

reprehensible cnrclessness on the port
of men engaged in clearing operations;

await discovery by a board of BI:IQII‘I’Y.
The possibility of the desriction of
valuablo forests fn this way necessitates
the adoption of efficient fire preven-
tive measures in country subject to hot
winds and droughts; and plans for the
reafforestation of the Mount . Lofty
Ranges, s proposed by Sir Douglas
Mawson and other cientists, would in-
clude a system of precautions and fire
fighting methods which would greatly
reduce, if not eliminate, the likelihood
of such devastating outbreaks as have
been witnessed occasionally in hot sum-
mer weather in the Hills within a short
distance of Adelaide.  All artificially
propagated forests contain facilities for|

bating fires, and where there is cap-

Chris’s Hospical, Horsham, He will euquive
into the wark being dons_ in conmection

with the training in ageicdlwral subjects |
of public schoofbays who desire o migrate
¢o the Dominions. Mr, Bickersteth intends
to break the journey in- Kgypt, where lie
Pwill spend a fortnight, .and meet members
of his family. He expeoigghepwfy bt
faine months. ?

Dr, A.E. V. Richardson, Prfisssor of
Agriculturs and hend-of thié Waita Re-
search Institute, accompunied by Mrs, Rich.
ardson, will leave by the Anchises to-day ||
to obtain first-hand knowledge of research
work i agricul in ‘other countrint anjl
its application to South Australia

On the completion of his visit-to Aus-
tratia Sir Frank Heath (socrolary of the
Council of Scientific and Tud:
search in England) will 20 ¢o )

MB. J. G. LATHAM
0 hak been appointed :\uorng-(inn\enl

in succession o Sir Littieton Groom:

ceremony wox  bifef, - and Mr.
left Govornment House accompas
d by Mr. Latham.
bsequently. Mr. Bruce said that Sir
ittleton had tendered his resignation on
nber 6. Si Littloton had resign
© ground that he had held respon-

trial Ree
W Zeas

able supervision it is rare indeed that
serious loss follows an accidental out-
break. In a valusble paper in The
World's Work for November, Mr.]
French Strother states that the ocour-
rence of big forestry fires in the United
States compelled the lumbermen an
the “conservationists” to abate their
mutual antagonisms, and to combine
against the common enemy.  Largely
through thp influence of the late Mr.
Roosevelt, the nation was awakened to
the facts that its inheritance in timber
was being plundered by reckless lumber-
men who had traversed the forests of the
Lakes regions and the South like a
swarm of devouring locusts, that they

and

land, arziving there on February

positions i man ditézent Govern: || eaving’on Morea 161
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id thal pesopally e much
such

n S
w  Plans for Coming Year,

ot S

fe.,
. Bruce sal
ted o 1

‘the Government was uble to se- v,
s the services of such an able man e EONDON, P
r. Latham to Ml the vacancy. | le roport of the Rhodes

‘Litileton Groom:is onosof the six 1 academic year 192425 states: ‘D
it *s who have sat fn| | 12 months & Bhodea Seholars _took up
e | | scholarships for the first time,  Altogeth
4 | 185 Rhodes acholars are in .M-di‘:‘m_.?;
from the British Empire, and 8 from {he
Groom., | United'States of America; also 10 o
sening of| 1A%, Tn the course of the year 57 Rhodos
Stbse- | cholars comploted their term of seholar.
elected at | | #hip, o wnst finally ont of residence with.
105, 1310, | out completing it; ‘and three acholaes. are
I | ‘suspending residence temporarily.
“The coming academic your will atart.
vith 184 scholars in residcace. Thero wil be
wo more chosen in Jantary; and. thers
are alo 15 ex-scholars.  Three ex-scholars
“died during the year,
“The Rliodes Trustees havo purchased o
‘adham College, “upon  which
1 & huilding to be: known!
onse,” to contain a hall
\the annual dinners of the trust, an z-::-;f‘
\lizh Tavgusge library, and a residence fo
boe Daford secrctary.  The atructure. ywill
Baker, Aﬂr_—wnm:r.by RGN

cember 30,

sl . He

firss elected to the House of Reps
tativea for Darling Downs in
and, on September 14, 1901, in
of his father, Mr. W. H.

Littleton. was re.
ns in

aid
o cngﬁ.i

Aoy b-1-26

/|against spoliation.

were attacking the last stands of virgin
timber on the Pacific coast, and that soon
wast regions might be leit treeless
wilderness of eroded ‘mountain slopes
and. torrential streams,

A policy of conservation was gradu-
ally formulated and put into practice.
|Consequently, America will be saved
{rom forest exhaustion. During o transi-
tion period Tamber will be relalively
scarce and . dear, but this will be ‘suc-
ceeded by & permanent supply, probably
equal to the demand.  There was the
fullest justification for the angry outery
The United States
started jts national carcer with §22 mil-
lion acres of virgin trce growth.
culturists uprooted and burned
million acres to clear land for ng.
Pennsylyania, in 1860, was first in timber
production; in 1900 she had stripped her
forests, and since then had imported 80

a

mi

fa

their present resources, and finall
stressed the question, “Shall we continu
to treat our forests as deposits of I
[to be mined and left desolate, or sl
we put the industry upon the same b
as farming, considering trees as a cro
like wheat, only of a longer mat:
period, to be so harvested that the J
#oil may hold successive crops in per |
petuity?”  The idea that the ind

might be mved by a “farming” proce
first took root in the Sotith, where
problem was in its most acute phase
Experts found that the climate of the|
South, with its mild winters, long grow='
ing season, heavy rainfall, and high
humidity, was especially favourable to
forest growth. A second crop of i
of marketable dimensions could
grown in 40 years. Cutover lands could
be restocked by leaving secdtrees af
proper intervals, assisted by nursery
plantings to Il up land to the densest)
profitable plantation. Annual thinnings
after the first few years could be sold
for pulping purposes to make cheap
newsprint paper. By using improved)
machinery for logging and milling, many
wastes could be turned into assets.  A§
a result of study and prantical experis|
ments one important company recently
apnounced that it had achieved a “pers|
petual  operation” , of its lands i

in|
Louisiana, and that this will mean thel
engagement of 4,000 woodmen and mill)
hands at regular and profitable employ
ment for generations to come. Othes|
corporations are apparently satisfied that
there may be established u profitable
wele of harvesting, planting, production,|
growth, thinning, and recutting. In
order to encourage forestry somo of the
States are evincing a disposition to lovy
axation on forest growth only when
trees reach maturity. Many States am
maintaining nurserics for the sule or gift
of seedlings to landowners who will rél
forest treeless Jand. Soveral States have
undertaken the purchase ‘of forests
cither for recreation grounds as in New!
York, or definitely ns future sources, off
timber supply, as in Pennsylvania, New.
York, achussetts, and New Hampe
shire, he Forest Products Laboratory!
at Midison, Wisconsin, is performing, ex-
geflent service by, among other things,
esting woods for their chemical and me-

per cent. of her timber. In 1870 Michi-
gan was first in production; by 1910 she
was partially dependent on the South
for materials for her wood-working in-
dustries and once-prosperous counties
bad been depopulated of town dwellors
and farmers alike, and had reverted to
vilderness.  Chicagd was paying mil-
lions of dollars & year in extrn froight
charges alono on timber from the Pacific

ieal qualities, and devising practical
plans for canserving what has hitherto
been extravagantly used or neglected ofl
thiown away,  In the preservation of
woods from  decay, the Laboratory had
promulgated mothods for . greatly. in-
coreasing the value of tiniber, while con=
siderably lessening the demand for it
Alistralia may. loarn much  from the
United States u

Ceast, all of its contiguous sources of
supply having been depleted. Ten years
ago only 138 million acres, of forest were
left, and these were in the least acces-|
sible parts of the South and West,
Alarming pictures were drawn of the
Tuinous. economic results of a timber|
famine. It was shown that the cutting-
dcwn of the trees was accompanied by
the unwarranted butchery of the wood-
londs. Nearly hali of every tree
discarded s not of merchantable size,
Young trees were ruthlesdly destroyed in
the process of cutting out the bigger
timber. The ground was left li
with waste and refuse. Then fo!
fire, and swept tho tangled mass

lowed
to de-

struction, reducing to ashes also
that. q]?v‘ in the oi] heneal
i bl

ttered,

t pon this highly important
subject of forestry. 5

—_—

. B WC Y. Mackenzie, neu
at Glasgow University, wil“yolne in the|
RALS. Otranto to. Austyala,, yhero  he!
propoes ta work for o Q\v:-sr\nr more, At
i recent meeting of the ‘British Associas
tion for the Advancement, of Ssjence Dr.
ckenzie waid that surgery Had roached
& stage. where it hnd 'becomo possible
splico severed nerves,
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