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whereby they may spead one or more
vacations 1g the plantations of the other
States, everybody, it might have been
supposed, would recognise-that the Com-
monwedalth had here the possible foundsa -

tton of a truly national

gchool

forestry, which, with improvements and
exiensions, mmght® have been mode one
ol the finest) Institutions of its kind
m the Empirecs It is no wonder, ther:-
fore, that Sir Doueias Mawson describes
as “a bolt from the blus" the decision
ol the Pedeml Gévernment to igmore all
that has been dowe by the Adclaide
school for the wust thirteen wvears in
placing {orestry work on a scicntifie foin-
dation, and to start de novo with an-

othor school at Canborra.

The decision

from every standpoint is denounced by
Sir Douglis as'a blinder the less ox-
cusable because made “without corro-
gpondence or distussion” with the OXPOrLs
and officials whose judgment in this 1has-
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enactments caleulated to .
retrieve the ition are now being ad-

udging by warnings emanat-
ing from officers of the f services,
certain of the best known Australian tim-
bers will, within the next few years, prac-
tically d:uwenr from the lumber market.
; cod Indispensable,

Jt has been rightly stressed that, out-
side food products, no material is 8o uni-
versally used and so indispensable to
human economy as wood,  Statesmen
would do well to divert some of the
lic energy from over-production along cer-
tain lines, and expand in the direction of
afforestation, with the ultimate object of
eventually rendering the country self-
supporting in general timber requirements,

or instance, we are suffering to-day from
nn over-production of currants, and there

8 little hpﬁa of competing in the world
markets with this commodity, normally pro-
duced under the cheapest labour coMdi-
tions. Yet the cases in which the cur
(rants are packed, although constructed of
of pine, are

Why mnot
more  pines?

from abroad.

‘grow lesa currants and

| Forests and Floods.

The role of forests in the economy of
nature is diverse, exerting many benefi-
cial influcnces, which may be  entirely
overlooked until destruction,
far towards mmrﬂehnu. introducea mnew
and less favourable conditions. Firat and

bution and character of the water-flow,
Quoting the French authority Jacquot:—
“The layer of dead leaves and
which carpets the floor of the forest is a
soft sponge with an extraordinary capa-
city for abeorption. It absorba five. six,
and even nine times its liquid
before saturation, when it lets the water
seep, drop by drop, to the surface and to
the interior of the soil to feed the sub-
terannean streams which result in springs,
The small surplus water which is mot
retained encounters in its flow innumer-
able obstacles, trunks, roots, moss, her-
baceous flora, dead branches, dried leaves,
and the inextricable lacework of roota.
The flow is divided up, and does not crode
the =soil. It arrives at the foot of the
glope slowly and in small quantities.””
The forest ‘is thus a econtroller of flqods,
and has been aptly referred to as *‘the
sovercign regulator of water-flow.” It
18 quite otherwise with bare, hilly land,
for there the sudden flood is characterigtic
and for control of the run-off and utiliza-
tion of water costly dams and reservoirs
need to be constructed.  The steady pro-
gress of deforestation of the Monnt Lofty
Ranges must strongly affect the run-ofi,
]Indc-r:d. the unfortunate results are only
too obvious in the ever-increasing number
and seriousnesas of the floods recorded in
the lower Torrens River, where it tra-
verses portion of the metropolitan arca.
No country has a greater interest in water
conservation than South Australin, yot
i-lunr by year the holding ecapacity of our
ills ig being reduced, and now a great
sum of money is to be spent in cutting
drains to the sea across the constal plains,
An expenditure Jargely rendered mecessary
in order {0 complote the work of waste
begun with the depletion of the vegeta-
tion of the catchment arcas of the water-
COUTrSOR, Much of the sum of about
£300.000 proposed to be sunk in improv-
ing the run-off in the lower reaches of the
Torrens River might be more profitably
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forests. It ia certain that here in South
Australin  every drop of water that ean
be comscrved is capable of application to
profitable production, consequently only
where conservational measures fail to cope
with flood problems should theso water
assels be hurried to the sea. In fiat
situations, the roots of trees extending
deep into the gronnd draw molsture from
w depth, and tend to lower ground-water
lavnl, hus forests are of value in drain-
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pi _ Causs of Washouts,

Next in importance to their agency in
controlling the run-off is the servics ren-
deved in preventing eroxion of the woil.
This, of course, only applics to hilly areas,
It i n matter of common kunowledge that,
when the vegetation i# removed from the
bed of watercourses with an appreciable
grade, erosion proeceds rapidly,  What

- jare,

wil and subsoil aro carried away, thus
mining the Jand for ngriculture and pas
_ This destruction once begun may
ixtend rapidly towards the head waters
M the streams and up the flanks of the
1llnides, In the arid interior of this

pub- |

Other Influences.

&

Our consideration of the value of forests
' mot complete even when we have re
to ita agencies in hilding up and
nproving the soil, controlling the runanfl.
reventing erosion and landslips, and the
eclamation of wastes, There are other
fluences of national mportance., Ta a
nall extent forests appear to be elimats
mtrollers, af least within their immeadinto
recincts, exerting a beneficial inflyence
* rainfall, veducing the temperature in
nmer, nud slightly increasing it in wiq.
. ,, Lo rome extent frosts are. stayed,
d the chance of hailstorms reduseq.
antations of trees are valuable shelter
Its from the wind for stock and agricul-
re. Also they pmverzj the evaporation
water surfaces thus nEerving surfnce
iter,  Then we must not forget the.
gienic and aesthetic ns!p{-::tn, The bene-|
ial diversion and health giving features
forests is within the experience of overv.
1.  There np({)enrs to be almost uni.
ersally an accord between healthy human
eings and treea.  The forest is a reser
oir of pure wir, and the “poetry and per-
me of the earth.”
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Sy | It is clear that the control and main-
forémost is the influence upon the distri- |

humus

'I.\‘Elﬂht-:: private enterprise, whereae State ac-

we term a washout develops, whereby thel

Control—A State Funttion.

mance of her forests is a State function|
great important to thoe community, |
he French clars afforestation as either

' bligatory, referring to preventive forests

ich as those of the mountains snd the
ind dunes, or optional—relating to poor
gricultural Innd or waste land, It is
dvocated by some authorities that deli-
crate commercial forestry might be left

vitics might be restricted to the follow-!
1% spheres:—(1) The development of com
tercial possibilities: and  (2). watershed
{rotection, reclamation, climatic, and hy-
|lemic forests, Here, in Australia, how.
|Iﬂ'-r “lulled by the TJotus" of the inexhaus-.
ble” and with abundant good investments
)r capital, there has been, in the past,
n_unwarranted apathy on the part of
rivate individuals in matters appertainiog
> timber production. The public has
P to recent times been interested mersly
1 exploiting the forests.  With such un
pathy l.*r-.-ndh:[: the public at large it
annot Ee\ wondered at that the State
orestry Deparements have, with few ex-
eptions, received little sympatby from'
| the Governmeuts of tha day. In the poli-
| tical world, forestry has Leen a “cat that
| catches no mice.”

Supply Forests for the State.

The remarkably successful growth of
Pinus insignis on gandy lands in the south-
cast, a8 demonstrated by areas planted and
administersd by the Forest ment,
indicate IIE}'GIKE all doubt the fitness for
pine plantation of at least certain arcas
in that  part of the State. The odds are
that large arcas of low grade land suit-
able for pine foresls exist  thercabouts.
Other features favourable to south-eastern
planting are the low cost of the land,
the small amount of clearing to be done,
and the general flatness of the situation,
All factors, therefore, appear to be fa-
vourable for planting for supplving forests,
although, on account of remotencss from
Adelaide, it is questionable how much
of such timber could be profitably trans-
ported to the main centre of
of the State. The railway fre:g t cha
between Mount Gamber and delaide s
much the same as the sea freight ruling
for Inmber, between Cannda and Adelaide.
It seems probable, therefore, that the pro-
' ducta of the south-eastern forests, over
and above local consumption, will tend
to flow towards the fertile south-western
district of Victoria, The other outstand-
ing area for afforestation is the higher
rainfall region of the Mount Lofty Ranges,
Iving at the very door of the metropolis,

romi every part of this area, railway

'consumption ean be made at small cost. In
‘the cago of pine, the saving in cost of
| delivery to factory in - Adeclaide from
Ruitpo Forest as againet plantations in
the neighbourhood of Mount Gambier
ranges from 25/ to 40/ a ton, depending
upon special features of location. As the
roduction of eawn, marketable timber
ront A single acre of mature plantation
will not nhmount to less than 35,000 super
feet, or G0 tone, in the bone dry state, a
raving of from £02 to £100 an acre is in-
dicated on this score. if the produce in
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(Others thought it intolotable

cor motor lorry delivery, to the centre of '

Irable Chancellor’ should be del

they" bave doptrived to avoid the inteu
sion of politics, which causes %0 much
excitement and even riot at each. elee-
tion for. “Rector” in Scotand. * Only

Clasgow

the other day, for instance, asgow
wis asked to decide betm Mr. A i a
Chamberlain and Mr, G, K. Ch sterton
as nominal head—neither of them hav-
ing any real connection with it
18 the scene which followed;—
During the night, large quantitiex of ORRE.
OVers fruit, and hundreds of cods'
heads, in addition to large quantities
fleur, peaso-meal, soof, and :
transerred to the University grounds
the respective parties, and before pollk

an several conflicta™ took place fo
Tmh iu&n rfn?mt;m to the woting hall

¢ unde ua w B00n- M d
nisable. their clothes hl:i;g covered with
soot, flour, and other mixtures.
thrown with unnsual skill, made the ba
gronnd one sticky mass, and several stu-
dents were hurt before an armistice
declared at noon.

The result, if 1t matters, was a narrow
wvictory for Mr. Chamberlain. It i8]
difficult to see why this kind of thing
should be tolerated; and altogether im-}
possible to imagine its happening in
Adelaide, on a contest between (say)
the Chief Justice and Mr. Denny. As
'a matter of fact, even the innocent exu-
berance of - undergraduste processions
through the principal streets has been
found fault with by some citizens, on the!
score of vulganity—an elastic term »
fakes a varying significance in different
minds; what to one would seeth vulgar
may strike another as harmless buf-q
foonery, and to a third may seem really
funny.  All young animalf muost gam-
bol in the sheer enjoyment of hife. So
long as the gambolling is confined to
‘& procession got up for the purpose, or
to a theatre evening thoroughly adver-
tised in advance,-it wonld be ungracious
to object to it." % g
Times change mpidly, and it tak

a long memory to recall the scones of
disorder which used to' be considersd
inevitable at the annual Commemo -
tion of our own University. No actu
harm was done, but the conferring of
degrees was made farcical through being
inaudible, owing to constant interrup
tion. . The valuable, omtion of some
professorial expert would be fatally in-
torfered with by the whirr of alimm
clocks, concealed beforeband in log
cupboards—the scene. was the
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timed to go off at the wrong .' |
- Every degree conferred was accom-
panied by a running fire of shouted
comment.  There were two schools o
‘thought among onlookers mot directly
interested.  Some pleaded that young
people will always be thoughtless, and
this was their one day of the yea
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flouted. or thst the attainin _
o degree, as a result of years of |
study, should bo made A farcical thi
for proud parents and all concerned

Compromise is the fw of lfe.
sooms difficult to credit at this dist
‘of time, but a definite agrec
‘mnde with the -

to be marketed gn the metropolis. Tt
cannot be too seriously urged that xi-
mity to & large centre of ulation is

supremely advantageous in marketing low

State, where- forests eaunot exist, all the
ligher hills are rooky exposures, stripped
‘are for want of wvegetation to hold the
oil.  In such regionn is presented a pic-

o be realized in the Mount Lofty Ranges
Iso, were all vegetation yoemoved.  For
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