| rarely soen in the mouths of English children. Ho attri-

red,

DENTAL CARIES AMONG AUSTRALIAN
ABORIGINES,

Oun school children who suffer so often from dental carics.
and toothache may woll envy the lot of the aboriginal

childron of Australia. Dr. T. D. Caxenerr, hins recently t
oxamined tho skulla of 630 Australian aborigines, ropro. ¥
senting individuals of all ages, noted the condition of their -
dentition, and has published his results in a book entitled «;

Dentition and Palate of the Australian Aboriginal® His
colloction included n sorios of thirty-seven children under .

the ago of 12, and in them mob n single tooth was i
affected with carics. Examination of a similar mumber )
of whito children in any school in Adelaide would have ;

shown that in thirty-five of them one or more of the teeth
had becomo carious; or, to state tho result in anothor form,
100 per cent. of the milk teeth of the aboriginal children
wera sound, whereas in whito children only 6 per cent,
were freo from caries, tho condition in the schools of
Adelaido being neither better nor worse than that of the
schools at home. Dr. Campbell noted that tho milk teoth
of aboriginal children aro ground down by wear, n-condition

butes the immunity of tho fcoth to caries and tho
froodom of tho palate from narrowing to o vigorous uso of
tho teeth; tho opinion will bo received with caution by
thoso who havo noted tho offects which Mrs, May
Mellanby produced on tho feeth of young animals by foed-
ing them on o doficient dietary.

Dr. Campbell's observations on the incidenco of carics
Amionizst BUIb aboripined Nast laiior EreRbiintora IS
found no carios in tho teeth of young adults; it began to
appear in the fully grown adults and was most froquent
i tho skulls of tho aged, but oven in them only about
1 per cent, of tecth wero affocted.  Caries among the
aboriginal natives,” ho states, “ appears to bo essentially
o discase of old ngo and is closely associated with extromo
attrition and largo erosion cavitics,” Caries nttacks native
foeth only nfter they have been damoged, But in natives
who hava grown up on tho outskirts of civilization and
ndopted tho whito man's diat, carious tecth woro almost as
umerous as among Europeans, Dr. Campbell believes thnt
tho loss of immunity to carics inated blacks is
duo to the naturo of the white man’s diet. Ho says:

“If the masticatory system be supplied with a diet which
imppscs upon the teeth and b tho task of functioning in a |

thorough and physiclogical manner, then the tendency will be for
tlio maintenance of mormal and healthy conditions, Modern
d and mothods of food relinement provide for. this,
hence the prescni-day oral and dental degeneracy.” -

To this Mrs. Mellanby might reply that it was not tho §
softness of the diet that was at fault but its deficiency in ==
cortain substances which are needed for tho production of
sound cnamel, dentine, and hone. The unbiased critio
may suspect that both are right, each having laid hold
of part of tho truth.

While the Australian aborigine in his native haunts is
almost free from pyorrhoca it is otherwise as regards
dental abscess. Dr. Camphbell found that nearly 20 per
cent. of the middle-aged suffered from alveolar abscess, |
whilo in the aged 74 per cent, wore so afflicted, [

The scctions of Dr. Camphell's monograph which deal |
with the diseases and disorders of tho tocth of Australian ‘

i

aborigines represent only a fraction of his investigations.
In reality ho has produced a standard treatise on the
dentition, palate, and jaws of tho most primitive of living

eoples, one which will satisfy the requirements of the
scientific dentist and expert nnthropologist for many years
to come, Tho University of Adelaide recognized tho value |
of Dr. Campbell’s investigations by conferring on him tho
degreo of Doctor of Dental Science,




