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f,l Why Music Should be Subsidised
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r N a very forceful manner Professor Harold
Davies, Mus. Doc., pleads for support lor T.]m
South  Australian Orchestra:  The  IXecutive
Committee are working very hard to.secure a

‘permanent existence for the Orchestra as; well as

to advance in every wiy the cause ol musical edu-

codds music is evidenced by the large audiences

which have .:gn,-;i,;qh:lll.‘]j." attended the S.A. L]'I'Chf..':i*_
tra Concerts of previous years, but the expensc ol
this high organisation is one which causes the
Exceutive considerable alarm. YUK

The Doctor speaks of the humiliating fact t:h;:'t
“only 'in English speaking rmmlrics_ do we fnd
the claims of art denied due recognition and sup-
port by ecither the State or Municipality, It any
proof of this disregard were needed, there 1s ll:.t:
recent case of ours own  Tramways Hg.*mplmn:.,:
Band: Here was an established organisation ot
high artistic value, which for fifteen  years had
given constant pleasure and genuine recreation (o
man v thousands ot |.'£"I."l]i|'|'l'-'+ It was :I.“l."l'l.‘».'i.'l.l {8
perish ignominiously when an infinitesimal, rate
on the community would not only have |rrr.:-'rn'_i:1’:
it. but also greatly enlarged the sphere of its in-
luenece.” A

PROFESSOR HAROLD DAVIES, MUS, DOC,

Director of the Elder Conservatorium and Ch_.'lirm;m ol
the South Australian Orchestra Executive.

Why Art Should NOT Be Self-Supporting.

Dr. Davies deplores the attitude of those who
dictate our politics, both in the State and the
Municipality, that art should be self-supporting.
1f it will not pay for itself, let it wo, is the phleg-
matic idea. “It is a sad reflection upon our cul-
ture as English people,” he says, “that, while al-
most every other civilised nation in the world has
its municipal drama, its civic orchestra, or State
Opera House, we alone are too utterly commer-
cialiged to believe in the good of such things,

“Wide, well-lighted streets do not pay for them-
selves; deep drainage, an assurcd water supply and
good sanitation are not sclf-supporting; in fact, if
‘it depended on voluntary contribution, the major-
ity of our population would choose to live in un-
disturbed sgualor, rather than pay for necessary
improvements. Let ug go further than this and
ask how long would our libraries, muscums, pigc-

'-ii'mn: galleries, or universitics remain open 'if they

themselves? What,

were expected to pay for

again, would become of our courts, and all thd

Jlgﬁipl!:-ﬂﬁrc agencics of <ocicly, if  people were
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ly invitéd to subscribe for the maintenance,
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.~ “We all know quite well that these things most

a matter of obligation, and taxes are

s purpose. But we draw the line.
o, the very feeatest of the ATis.
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thase who are only concerned with the profits they
may reap from their promotion, :

“Is it too much to hope that, ere long, those
high authority may rise to a higher and fuller con-
ception of their duties, by generously subsidising
both music and drama. .

“Nor would it be difficult to show l;ll::t+;: few
thousands of pounds annually spent in thus way
wounld be actually a wealth-producing mvestment.
Let us put it in the form of a pun:I:.'_ nunw:dunu
question to the cmployer of labor. ‘Which ot two
cinployes would you choose—one who n his spare
time (and often in his rm]:iﬂ}'rr':-: time, t00) lever-
ishly devotes himsell to racing :E“d _piclure
theatres, or one who hinds s recreation 1n good
music, good literature, or classic drama?’ There
is only one answer to so obvious a query, for an
terms of all-round efficiency, as well as mm con-
scientious devotion to duty, the latter will casily
ont=distance the former.

“The logie, therefore, of the proposition 15 _lhirth
by putting the greatest forms of recreation within
I,'I:.I:li"n.'i.:l'biftl reach, we raise the level of industry and
contentment to their highest point; 'for it 1s true,
as a great essayist has said, that in the pursuit ol
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. . PERTH, Friday.
The Chancellor of the University of

Western Atstralia  (Dr.  Athelstim Saw,'
M.L.C.), during the course of his ]
at the granduation ceramony - in

to-da referred  aw’ follows  to  thel
Hackett Dbequest:—"You will remems=
ier that Sir Winthrop Hackett, ﬁ
first Chancellor of the University of Wes
fern Australia, during bis lifctime, made" |
proyision for the establishment of a mﬁfj
wi
after.-providing for nis familyi he made
various bequests 1o public bodies, Among
+was a sum of £30,000, to be divided
into eight equal parts.  The University
was left six of these equal parts, three &8
which  were to be devoted to providing
scholarships for necessitous students, The
other three cqual parts left to the Uni=
versity were (o ba allowed to sccumus)
late until I_ImT rduched a suin of £40,000,
wirem & Winthrop Memorial Hall was o
‘be erected. - Tim other two of the eignt:

Lequal parts woresleft - to. the  -Angl :
1 Ulie. eractan)

(e, for the purpose 0
anldl. mpintenapee of an Anglican Univers:
_'H-El.}" L'I:SI Xy and E:-.-it][qc:n."}' of a EIIIHII
attachéd thereto, Not content with thescs
\proofe of his devolion to the University,
Sir Winthrop bequeathed the balance of his
residuary estate to these two bodies—tae
‘University and the Anglican Chureh, dn |
‘the same propertions and in the same
manner a8 the said eight equal parts are
therein directed to be paid.  That is, to-.
day, a= preferibed in that clause of his,
twill. =+ Dealing with the legacy of £50,000,,
‘towhich T bave nliuded, I-draw your at=:
tention to the words in the same propors
Aions, pnd in the sanie manner. Ly |

Other Linbilities Paid OF. i

| Sir Winthrop Hackett died in 1916, and
| thiere followed three of the most anxious

vears of the war period for those adminis-
toring bis cstate, I am happy to tell you
that. the present trusteo of the estate, Mr.

Alired  Langler, governing  direc
tor of The West Australian.
has miormed the University

Sennte and the Dioceasn trustees that he
will shortly have paid off ail liabilities
pund all the numerous legacics bequeathed
¥ = -8ir Winthrop Huackett, execept those to
tue university and the Anglican Chureh,
In other words, the university and the
church, for the pul « of the prust
alluded to in Siz Winthrop's will, are
now the eole lieirs of the very valvables
estate Jeft by  Bir Winthrop Hacketls
That estate included the principal news-,
paper in this State—The West Australian,
the daily morning paper we know =0 well,)
and also o weekly papers The Westerns l
Mail, both of which circulato all over our
State and bave been flourishing for mavy
yoars, > : »
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FOOTE, M.S.M., A.R.C.M.
Conductor of the South Australian Orchesira.

MR. W. H.

crude pleasures the appetite constantly grows, not
with the eating, but because there 15 nothing to
cat.”

THE S A. ORCHESTRA is now entering on
its seventh year of existence, From its inception
onwards there has been a steady advance in artis-
tic excellence, ‘as well as a constant increase of
public appreciation, Visitors to our State express
surprise that such a splendid body of players
should be found so far away’ from the great art
centres, We have every reéason to be proud of the
Orchestra, and of the conspicuons ability of our
own players and students who form its personnel.

How the Public May Help.

Some tupe ago Dr. Davics urged the music-
loving public to “stand by the band,” and that it
is possible for all to givetheir support 18 shown
by the exceptionally reasonable rates of admission.
The Executive invites hearty co-operation in its
work for the advancement of Orchestral Muosic by
issuing Group Tickets (which eutitle the holder to
preferential booking).

These are issucd at the following rates:—Iive
reservad 5/ scats, transferable and available for
uny concert at £1 1/ (plus tax); total £1 4/6, or
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If our estimate of the value of the
cstale 18 realized, this Hackett uolg
constitutes one of the most magnificent
beguests that has eves Leen made to an
Australian university, and vies with the
Challis, the Wilson, the McCaughey, the
Eldee, the Waite, and legacies,
which have enviched at various times other
Australian universities. 2 e
The thanks of the university and of the
people of Western Australia are due to
tl—:q great and noble forethought of £
Winthrop Hackett, who has given us such
a rich endowment, and also to his -
tees Mr, Alfred Langler, who has wa |
over the inlerests of tho Hackett estate
with marked ability and supcess, has
enabled  Sie ' Winthrop’s desires to e
brought to fruition. Having brought such
-

a happy issue {
is nulipgndcd.n X m{a’ X Langler"

: Newaspapers to be Sold.
n_order to fulfil i inthrop's i
tention, and for the ul;iv‘g:‘i!mrgd'*
Anglican Church to carcy out their tr
it will be necessary to convert the e

including the two ‘ne pers, into me
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_Four reserved 3/ seats, transferable and: ayail-
able for any concert, at 10/6 (plus tax
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