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Book-sclling  onght

== |

E‘ﬂr}* lover of books ovght to read
the communication from the Book-
sellers” Associntion of Adelaide whiche
we are glad to print ‘below. If its
statements ar¢ trug, and we have no
reason to lim:h}. them, they reveal
very serious danger, nothing less thut
the eventual closing up of the better-
class hook shops of Adelaide.
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high-class
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Hines
o he
i"lmr'l;., the dangerous trades.
with miost of the hookssellers’
contes from thousands of miles away,
He has no ch'm:r: of seeing it before
hl: buys it, for if he waits for & sample
copy before ordering o bulk he is left
hopelessly behind,  Noodoubt, he has
a London buver. o~ But the buyer 15
probably not an Australian, and a hook

At the best of

stock

" that will be ‘a success in England may

be a complete failure in Austraba.
Even if the buyer is an Austraban,
unless he i3 constantly revisiting s

1 ttncmf fu: SO0 loges tonuch, Then,
too, school hooks and technical books,
scientific, theological, medical, are
quickly out of date. A\ new school-
master or professor comes along and
his order is to “scrap the lot.” The
sweet-seller knows that he cannot go
wrong with chocolates or ice creams.
But the book-seller sces himself left
with a large stock to be got rid of

N Lielow cost price.
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No doubt it is very tempting to or-

der a big expensive book that one
knows onc will need direct from
Home., Somehow or otlier real book-

lovers arc usually hard up and the
book-seller understands and does not

i ndd,

What he does object to 1s when an
Association, or Institution. or a3 Gov-
crnment Department makes . business
of this sort of thing and does it re-
pularly and on a large seale. If these
bodies mwake use of their “privileged
position to undersell the book-scllers
there can only be one end.  For the
mie bemg indeed certain  favoured
wople would ger good books
Ilf_.ﬂ]h]:,‘,
igh-class
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ﬁfl‘h’ﬁ in Adelaide, men who look on
!he_;r work as a vocation, as it really
is, men who are trying to help us in
\deﬁi’ill: to justify our rather hghtly-
given title of the Lu}"yf Culture. In
thﬁu days at any rate cultre i 1m-
:tmnhlc without baoks, most of all in
a country so spiritually and intellectu-
ally isolated as .\ﬁstmlm is.

'EFﬁjr"?ﬁdﬁ knows what a price-
less boon 1t 15 1o be able to browse
anﬁng the books on a counter and to
‘“lovk before one leaps” instead of
haying to order from England a book
that one has never seen. But it is only

ible to do this because the book-

@r has lht: -:nuru: to arder an
mnswn book with a limited appeal
ont the chance that someone may buy
it. 'y

o .nﬂllpl At will be said ihat the Irnul:-
.'.3_'! - marks his books too high, We
“to having lhouqht %o oue-
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profit;

more
But the end would be that
book-sellers  would disap-
And we have high-class hook-
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fnmml: in llm business !
to all lovers of good books who are
convinced of what they nced here to

put their convictions mto practice and.

for the sake not merely of the hook-
sellers but of sound learning to make
up their minds to resist all temptations ¥
to order their hooks i anv other way
than through the local bookscller. By
so (doing they will only act justly to
a body of men who, on the whole, are
trying to live up to the best traditions
of an honourable calling and to keep
us in far away
awhat the world s thinking to-day.

FROM THE BOOKSELLERS'
ASSOCIATION.

In Adelaide there®are Bookselhng
Institutions subsidised by the Govern-
ment, Heads of Institutions paid out

of the pockets of local people, who
import  large  quantitics  of  books
through agencies in Engalnd, and by

s0 doing are able to sell these books
to the public at . a lower price than
the local Bookseller, who has 1o pay
meet high

ocal taxes, mamtain staffs,
lc ;

. overhead charges and take big risks n

stocking books whose sale is frequent-
v very uncertain. .

These unfair commprenitors mcur no
risks, have no heavy husiness cxpenscs
such as are born by the shopkeeper
and carry no stocks at their own per-
sonal responsibility.  They compete in
this unfair way with the legitunate
trader who 15 anxious to provide the
best and most comprehiensive range ol
bhooks and who 15 prepared to take
g risks in providing for the hook-
huving public.

Lifting the question from the merely
commercial basis to lgher grounds, |
there 15 a wider and nobler reason why
this nmibbling prices should be discount-
enanced. It is the educational inHu- |
cince that  well-condutced hookshops
h"l."it. on the community — the oppor- |
tunity they extend for stimulating |
1!mu3,ln and the desire for knowledge,
It 15 no exaggeration to say that the
members of our Association have this
continually m wview. Whether their
stocks consist of theology, technical

and industrial books, or represent the |

wiider helds of science, art and letters,
they are all contributing to this end,
citirely at their own individual risk.
When it is known that the net in-
comes from hrst-class bookshops are
incomparably  smaller than those of
second-rate sweet-shops, can it be only
for the sake of profit that booksellers
continue as such:s The idea 15 simply
ridicnlons : the more so when the dis-
parity in capifal is considercd.

If any further evidence for the edu-

cational necessity for the existence of

hookshops be sought, we venture to
attach an extract from the important
document issued by H.M. Stationery
Office, on “The Teaching of
m  England.” Of the Commission
which hc!cl the enquiry and furnished
the report, Sir Henry Newbolt was
chairman, and Sir  Arthur  Quiller-

Couch was a promment member, The
extriact reads :—

“An cducated bookscller is in a pos-
itton 1o render a great scrvice to the
catunity : and we believe that the
LEonglish teachers of the near future
will, in turn, be glad to lend sucli &
benefactor all the assistance in their| Dk

wer, by encouraging their pupils to
ecome his customers, In every town
the bookseller’s shop should bhecome
what in university citics and in one or
two other favoured spots it is al-

ready, a centre of ‘literary and artistic)d

aferest and enlightenment; a place
“where the“best HOoks, new and old,
can be inspected at lci:ure."
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Australia in touch with =

Recently the cables
|p-uku ol little but

bush ﬁm 1o Iiliultrntqd Wi

rue bevies
‘Lolles, and a particularly pithy

heat waves and

rom
pfﬂ ﬂéﬂu

Cupt. Cook to the eternal fires for 'lml

ing Anstralia {rom the blacks, for whom
'.ﬂlﬂn- it is a fit habitation.” b

When I sbow the bathing piclures ta \

from thu.

Cnnndian: they, just gasp,

“that winter liere is summer south of the

metur and remark either .that Aus-
ttrn.h:. would be too hot for them or mm.-t
{the fashiouable exclumation “{For mtru

sabe!

Slrmﬂ how little one half the world
knows about the other halk!

Since Adelaide Jettors suggest that the!
writers imagine uns sitling with l'mu.u
noses and shivering limbs on fop of an!
iceberg or a snowdrift, or fishing thmugh

a hole in the ice on the lakes, let me m
lu describe what a Canudian wmh.r

like,

Since the end of November the ther-
mometer on the wverandah has only for
short spells been above freczing point. The |
damp air and posty, slushy snow of thoso |
spells make one pray that the thaw will
soon end. At times the mercury takes
a headlonz plunge below zero, and pne !
famous day it dipped down to minusg 24,
which, being interpreted, means
grees of frost,
rare and of shork duration: just as 109
degrees in the shade in Adelaide means
that a cool spell will soon turn up.

of . warm or cold sweep over the continent.
They start at the foot of the Rockies, and

1 day by day vou follow their castward pro.

eress, until at Jast they reach Kastern
Canada. Today, for instance, we are get-
ting' & snow wave which vut the snow-.

| nlouzhs to wnrk m the West three days

BRO.
Great Sﬂnlll Season
On the roofs ncross the street snow lics

| nearly ‘a foot thick. From the guttering

hang festoons of icicles, some of tlmm six
to eight feet lone, while down in the !
street the motors plough along at a pace!

| little quicker than that of {heir mcat
| mnl the sleigh.

THOUGHT FOR TODAY.

“Though life iu made up of mere
bubbles

It is better ihln

many aver,
For while we've & whole lot of
troubles, !
The most of t.hem never
occur,
—Waterman.
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Sleighs are the normal way of getting
algpe the Toads, and they provide a trans
port service for every murpose.  Your
coal, mitk, bread, grocerics. meat, and
even youe Chrhtm: parcel mail, all come

sleigh, Todav a varly of my students.
hu gone on a sleigh-ride across the lake
to the United States side to look nt a

Uke paper-making factory. No childron's’

irthiday mrl'.r il Combplets unless it ine|
Fludﬂ a sleizh drive in ats. programme,
There are fow things mére attractive thun'

the constant .i I
ek ehart :Inl.llu of sleigh bells in o

Ask a young Ennuli

winter. whicl ho prefers,

wh

lummu'rlml iis r:.-ﬂ!:r Ju uinet

nodeed will winmr{
16T Mdns h:m:hnil finh-
A cottuge in the woods'
g ag
& ns,
ol tr[lnum or :
#inks too far below zero, f!‘ltm'i-m}:ﬁ:'mg
ar constantly” warm, and YoU - wear.
lightey elothes indoors than you numﬂ in

wl_l_ntur

Fnr .uhnugh mm

weason for ¢h u young.

doors iﬂ A oA tralian:
For thnnnugn?h-"'n
warmily—I hayy

These words may well be left tofthe

spcak for thamselves.

We venture

1hw:cnl:;' one niore thought in this connec-|har

tion, viz, that so far as our public

luchcm are concerned for the intel-
il prestige of the
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But such cold snaps are’

A very cold day here presagea a week of
warmer weather. You watch these waves
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i memories of long-distant geography Jessons|

agility, speed, &nd i‘-l:rH
what an aeroplane is to a Irlm
For the less energetic Erowi-ups
is the great social seazon,
Avindows up, eévery crevie
and a good fire in the Hmti‘hh
furnace, the cold 'loses its
though at a price in fuel bills tha
drive an arbitration court judge 1o
We have never yet liad cause Hh igl
fire in thu grate. So the winter ¢
Ny past in a round of I:rld‘q.n
dances, concerts, dinuers, .nlp
ijuiet: spells of mdm:

Australian Butter Uﬂd )

The Canadian party is an affair ‘qﬂ'ﬂl‘ﬂ‘.-u
| nite resource and u&‘n:. with tha M
unexpected dcﬂr.'r:x for Icﬂlin: to the ens
joyment of one's guests, with sa
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) stead, but some of our new {tends
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toste like desserts) eaten with a
with scolies that are called *“'ten
and jusi now ave spread with Ayw
l:-utlﬂ' with iced water and icee
the d-:-nth of winter, | But there %
clavet cnp, for thix is a dry pmﬂm -t
the average University teacher can:
alford the luxury of keeping a I.in-u
Ta all thiz life, outdoor and i
have found it casy to adapt
Canada and Australia are mueh, alik
toeir lack of snobbish reserve l:u.l in ﬂl'
open-hearted hospitaiits, evon  althou
(snadians do not off*r von. tea at
hour of the day. They offer coifee

.uhu-mns: a suspicious temicnr:r to - stroll
in accilentally ‘at hours when they hlqﬁ
that there is something in the teapots
When our young kangaroos dash ro
the s]..ntmz vink like experts w thin
week of first putting on skates, when on
of them comes home cavered in sDoW,
and explaing that he has been making pies

| tures of angels by lying on hig back i

the snow and working hig arms up inﬁ,
down .on the surface, you realise

children are very adaptable thimge,
that between the kangaroo and the
there e little difference.
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