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6.3 APPENDIX C: Score. ‘Casta Diva’ from Norma. W. S. Rockstro. 1848 
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6.4 APPENDIX D: Score. 'Una furtiva lagrima' from L’Elisir d’Amore. G. Ricordi 
1944 
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6.5 APPENDIX E: Review of the performances of Norma  and L'Elisir d'Amore. 
N.Y. Met. 

A historical review of the number of performances of the two operas Norma and L'Elisir d'Amore 

is shown in table 1 below. The Metropolitan Opera House New York is taken as a representative 
example of opera house performances during the selected historical periods. 
 
Table 1. Total Performance Figures from 1890-2009 Archives Metropolitan Opera House 
               New York 
 

Work Number of 
performances 

First performance    
       date 

Last performance 
         Date 

    

Norma 147 27/02/1890 07/12/2007 

    

L'Elisir d'Amore 259 23/01/1904 22/01/2009 

    

 
It is clear that there is a significant decline in performances of Norma during World War I and 
also World War II. (See table 2). L'Elisir d'Amore shows some reductions in performance numbers 
particularly in World War II. Small increases in performances after the World War I and after the end of 
the Spanish Influenza epidemic occur with a marked decline again with the onset of World War II. 
In both Norma and L'Elisir d'Amore, the number of performances increased rapidly with the prosperity 
brought about after the end of World War II.204 
 
 

                                                        
204 Search results for: L'Elisir d'Amore   
    Search results for: Norma. METOPERA DATABASE The Metropolitan Opera Archives 
    Work: For an accurate count of performances and chronological list, go to  
    Multi-Field, Title and enter the name of the opera or ballet. 
    <http://69.18.170.204/archives/frame.htm >  (20 February 2010). 
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Table 2  Number of performances for significant periods of world history from 1890-2009  
            Archives Metropolitan Opera House New York. Norma. 
 
 

Work Number 
of performances 

Date Number  
of Years 

Period  
of History 

Norma 6 1890-1913 24  

 0 1914-1918 5 World War I 

 0 1918-1920 3 Spanish 
Influenza 

 20 1920-1929 10  

 14 1930-1938 9 Depression 

 11 1939-1945 7 World War II 

 96 1946-2007 62 Post War 

Total 147    

 
 
Table 2 (cont.) Performance Figures for selected year periods from 1890-2009 Archives  
                        Metropolitan Opera House New York. L'Elisir d'Amore. 
 

Work Number 
of performances 

Date Number 
of Years 

Period 
of History 

L'Elisir d'Amore 15 1904-1913 10  

   9 1914-1918 5 World War I 

 10 1918-1920 3 Spanish 
Influenza 

   6 1920-1929 10  

 14 1930-1938 9 Depression 

   5 1939-1945 7 World War II 

 200 1946-2009 64 Post War 

Total 259    

 

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)



175 
 

6.6 APPENDIX  F: Survey of Sopranos and Tenors - recorded performances  

                              Recordings of selected excerpts from Bellini and Donizetti 
 

SINGER OPERA 
DonIzetti 

OPERA 
DEBUT 

ROLES Recorded 
EXCERPTS 

RECORDING 

Dame Joan 
SUTHERLAND 

Lucia di 
Lammermoor 

1959  Covent 
          Garden  

Lucia Mad Scene 
 

Tape, LP and 
CD 

b. 1926  1961  
New York Met 

 Il dolce suono  

    Ancor  
non giunse 

 

    Del  
ciel clemente 

 

    Regnava  
Nel silenzio 

 

 La Fille du 
Regiment 

1966   
 Covent  Garden 

Marie Pour ce  
contrat fatal 

Tape 

 Maria Stuarda  Maria Da tutti  
abbandonata 

Tape 

 Lucretia Borgia 1972    
Vancouver 

Lucretia Il segreto Tape 

    Era desso il 
figlio mio 

 

 Anna Bolena 1985  
New York Met 

Anna Al dolce guidami Tape 

 OPERA Bellini     

 Norma 1952    
 Covent Garden 

Clothilde Va crudele Tape, LP and 
CD 

  1963   
Vancouver 

Norma Casta Diva  

  1967   
 Covent Garden 

 Mira, O Norma  
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 La 
Sonnambula 

1960    
Covent  Garden 

Amina Come per me 
sereno 

Tape 

  1963  
New York Met 

 Ah! Non giunge  

 I Puritani 1963   
Carnegie Hall 

Elvira Son  vergin 
vezzosa 

Tape 

    Mad scene  

    Qui la voce  

 Beatrice di 
Tenda 

1961   
 La Scala 

Beatrice Angiol di pace Tape 

SINGER 
 

OPERA 
Donizetti 

OPERA DEBUT ROLES Recorded 
EXCERPTS  

RECORDING 

Maria CALLAS Lucia di 
Lammermoor 

1953   Rome 
1955   Berlin 

Lucia  Mad scene Tape, LP and 
CD 

b. 1923  1956  
New York Met 

 Del  
ciel clemente 

 

    Regnava  
Del silenzio 

 

 Lucretia Borgia  Lucretia Tranquillo  
ei posa 

Tape 

 Anna Bolena 1957  
 La Scala 

Anna  Tape 

 OPERA Bellini     

 Norma 1952    
Covent  Garden 

Norma Casta Diva Tape, LP and 
CD 

 La 
Sonnambula 

1952   
La Scala 

Amina Ah! Non credea Tape 

    Ah! Non giunge  

 I Puritani 1949 Elvira Qui la voce Tape 

  Teatro La Fenice  O, redetemi  

    Soave…vien  

  
OPERA 
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Donizetti 

Montserrat 
CABALLĖ 

Lucia di  
Lammermoor 

1976 Lucia Mad scene CD 

b. 1933 La Fille du 
Regiment 

2007 Vienna 
State Opera 

Duchess of 
Crakentorp 

  

 Maria Stuarda 1973 Chicago Maria   

 Lucretia Borgia 1965   
Carnegie Hall 

Lucretia   

 
 

OPERA Bellini     

 Norma 1972 Norma Casta Diva LP 

  Covent Garden  Mira, o Norma  

 La 
Sonnambula 

 Amina O rendetemi la 
speme 

LP 

    Mad scene  

 I Puritani  Elvira Qui la voce CD 

      

 

SINGER OPERA 
Bellini 

DEBUT ROLES Recorded 
EXCERPTS 

RECORDING 

Celestina 
BONINSEGNA 

Norma 1903  
Modena 

Norma Casta Diva LP 

b. 1877      

      

Ginannina 
RUSS 

Norma 1904 Norma Mira, O Norma LP 

b. 18--      

 OPERA Donizetti     

DAME Nellie 
MELBA 

Lucia di 
Lammermoor 

1893  
New York Met 

Lucia Mad scene CD 

b. 1861    Del ciel clemente  

 OPERA Bellini 
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Luisa 
TETRAZINNI 

La Sonnambula 1911  
New York Met 

Amina Ah! Non giunge LP 

b. 1871      

 OPERA Bellini     

Amelita 
GALLI-CURCI 

La Sonnambula 1920  
Chicago Opera 

Amina Come per me 
sereno 

LP 

b. 1882      

 OPERA Bellini     

Ying HUANG La Sonnambula 1996 Cologne Amina Ah! Non credea CD 

b. 1970      

 
 

OPERA Bellini     

Rosa 
PONSELLE 

Norma 1929    
Covent Garden 

Norma Casta Diva LP and CD 

b. 1897      

 OPERA Bellini     

Elena 
SOULIOTIS 

Anna Bolena 1966 
CarnegieHall 

Anna  LP  

b. 1943 Norma 1967   USA Norma Casta Diva Tape 

 OPERA Bellini     

Sumi JO La Sonnambula  Anna  CD 

b. 1962 I Puritani 1992    
Covent Garden 

Elvira Qui la voce 
Son vergin 

CD 
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SINGER OPERA 
Donizetti 

OPERA 
DEBUT 

ROLES Recorded 
EXCERPTS 

RECORDING 

Luciano 
PAVAROTTI 

Lucia di 
Lammermoor 

1963 
Amsterdam 

Edgardo  CD 

b. 1935 L'Elisir d'Amore 1965 Australia Nemorino Una furtiva lagrima CD 

 La Fille du 
Regiment 

1966 Covent 
Garden 

Tonio   

 OPERA Bellini     

 La Sonnambula 1965 Covent 
        Garden 

Elvino Ah! Perché  

 I Puritani 1968 Catania Arturo A te, carra  

 I Capuleti 1966La Scala Tebaido   

 OPERA Donizetti     

Placido 
DOMINGO 

Lucia di 
Lammermoor 

1961  USA 
1962  USA 

Arturo 
Edgardo 

  

1941 L'Elisir d'Amore 1977 Nemorino Una furtiva lagrima  

 OPERA Bellini     

 Anna Bolena  Lord Percy   

 OPERA Donizetti     

Enrico 
CARUSO 

Lucia di 
Lammermoor 

1903  Covent 
         Garden 

Edgardo  78 re-
mastered on 
CD 

1873 L'Elisir d'Amore 1901SanCarlo Nemorino Una furtiva lagrima 78 re-
mastered on 
CD 

 OPERA Bellini     

 I Puritani  Arturo   

 La Sonnambula 1905 
New York Met 

Elvino   

 OPERA Donizetti     

Beniamino 
GIGLI 

L'Elisir d'Amore 1949 Nemorino Una furtiva lagrima LP and CD 

b. 1890 Lucia di 1920  Edgardo   
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Lammermoor New York Met 

 OPERA Donizetti     

Marcelo 
ALVAREZ 

Lucia di 
Lammermoor 

 Edgardo Tombe degliavi 
miei 

CD 

b.1950 L'Elisir d'Amore 2002 Nemorino Una furtiva lagrima  

 OPERA Donizetti     

Richard 
CROOKS 

L'Elisir d'Amore  Nemorino Una furtiva lagrima LP 

b. 1900  1927  
singing Tosca 
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