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6 APPENDICES

6.1  APPENDIX A: Inventory of definitions of terms used in bel canto

Cabaletta - simple operatic aria, with incisive and continuous repeated rhythm.

Cavatina - a term used in opera for the short aria occurring after the recitative, less elaborate in
structure than da capo aria.

Coloratura - decoration of a vocal melody, extemporary or otherwise, in the shape of runs, roulades and
cadenzas.

Da capo - is a repeat of the first section of the aria, such as ABA.

Ex tempore - means the passage is made up by the singer at the time, rather like an improvisation on
an instrument.

Legato - smoothly. The art of binding notes together without any perceptible interruption between notes.
Melisma (pl. Melismata) - means much the same as coloratura. Its purpose is to beautify and embellish
the melodic line, and has components of trill, staccato, ornaments, and scala volante.

Messa di voce - the placing of the voice. The term is used to indicate crescendo and diminuendo on a
long note in singing, and also the deepening and adding of colour of the quality of the voice.

Mezza voce - a moderate volume of tone.

Passaggi - a generic term for improvised ornaments, usually more than scale passages.

Portamento - indicated by slur marks connecting two notes of different pitch and characterized by
passing from one note to another by sliding rapidly over the intermediate notes.

Resonance - the way the voice produces a resonating sound, creating vibrations or reverberations.
Scala volante - a scale passage or roulade, flying, fast and light.

Tessitura —the general texture, or pitch range, of a vocal part.

Vibrato - giving expressive quality to a note by rapid and minute vibrations of pitch above and below the
pitch.

Voce mista — mixed voice

Voce finta - pharyngeal 'false’ or feint voice. (not falsetto).

Voce de petto - the natural or chest voice, the lowest register of the voice

Vocal timbre - the quality of tone in the voice, all varieties of timbre can be produced.203

203 Definitions derived from Concise Dictionary of Music. Great Britain: Collins, 1986 third edition.

Enrico Stinchelli. Greatest Stars of the Opera. Rome: Gremese, 2002.

149

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)




6.2 APPENDIX B: Score. ‘Casta Diva’ from Norma. Novello and Co, Ewer and
Co, 1927

/

NOVELLO'S ORIGINAL OCTAVO EDITION. (

NORMA

AN OPERA

IN TWO ACTS

BY

VINCENZO BELLINI.

EDITED, AND TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH, BY

NATALIA MACFARREN.

IGS AND SIXPENCE.)

Loxpox: NOVELLO AND COMPANY, LimiTED.
New York: THE H. W. GRAY CO., SoLe AcExTs ror THE U.S.A.

MADE 1N ENGLAND
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