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1l4the. Jamery 1948,

Dear Cappell,

Meny thanke for sending me the Spottish OAB data,
I wonder if one of these daye it will be posalble to got 73 A,
separated, for it would sppoar mo Tar that when total A im rare
AEF may be on axoeptlonslly high proportion of the total. I sun:one
the low proportion of Ao in flons and Oromarty commared with the othera
miat be repgarded no a chance deviaticn, unless letor astudies show
n real patoh of 0a in central north Scotland. Vhat a remarikably
high B proportion you have found in the semples from Caithneds
and Lewla. I wonder when we chell get any sclontific reaction to
the extremely subvaralve ﬁ about the population of Soendinavin,
which ceaml to follow from these studies. The Swedes, ani more
partlenlarly the Formreplens, are on the whole very proud of their
assogiation with the roving conguerors of the ninth gertury or so,
who ocortainly played a big part in shaping modern Furope. I want
to know myself whether Scandinaviana will accept the facta aa they
arpear from the A to O ratlo, or whether nationel prajudice will
be too mmoh to allow them to do so. /fnuyhow, 1t ought to laad to
mors blood group work in Euui:dinnri,a-

I too was preatly interested in Mourant's ideas shout the
Basquen, but,i1f I underntond the position right, the high frequency
of r mey equally be characteristic of the roglon (H;&'WBEﬂIQ
and perhaps neighbouring parts of Trance, end may not be esscentlally



cormected with tho Basgue langusge. I om sare thot the notion of
roce mdxture as an explanation of human polymorchisn in thia on Ln
othor reapooto 1o an extrene oversluplification. Tae TWO
hypothetical racen, ong 100. rhesus poolitive and tho other 100
rhesus negatlyvo could be uased to mumfacture two bleuds, on: with
4o and one with 60, rhemus nepative, I should then cupect that
the two blends should rempin not very uneqesl in muibors ond
geographical distritution, end not very unlike in the diveraity of
other anthropological characters within the blended races. And ell
this doee not ocolhere well with the view that the Basques represent
¢ne of thees blends and the reet of woestorn Europe, at leant, the
other, In other casen of polymorphiam I ﬂnuﬁt if roce mixture haa
ever been used sucoceaafully to axpluiﬁ -tlua facts of ono frogueicy.
After all, r must heve ito mexirum freguency osomewhsre, and
presumably somewhere 1ln iurope, 80 why not northern Spain, the
inhabd tante of which nuy reasonsbly be regorded at 1_uuut- na anglently
Buropecan?

I rather doubt if, as & non-doctor, I have any claim to advige
the trustees on the prige you mention. I egree with you entirsly
that Race has done more in recont years than anyone eles to prmﬁ
sarologloal studiss ussful to transfuaion,

Thanke also for the offprint on the hlood groups of mankind,
which I axpeot to read ﬂ.ﬂ; pianmu-

Yours sinseraly,



