Departmént of Pathology,

Tt UsiversiTy,

Grascow, W, g
T WaETegn 1000,

gth J-HHUE-I":"" 1'3"55--

Professor R,A. Flsher,
Department of Genetles,
Whittinghame Lodge,
CAMBRIDGE.

My dear Tiasher,

I emolose a note of the data I recently got from the
Korthern Countiss o Scotland showing the surprisingly MWigh 0 and
low A distribution in Ross-shire; I think you said these figures
would ba of Interest to you,

I wonder if you have resd the papor by Waterhouse and
Heghon in the firet number of the British Jourmal of Sec. Ued.,
January 1947, on the apparent lose of A fostuses from 0 mothars?
I sm astonished to ses that their analysis of published data leads
to an ertimate that there is m lose of 25 per cent, of A children
from A x 0 marriages. If this were gemerally trus would it nmot
lead to such a degroe of selaction in favour of O that A would become
extinet! I do not feel qualified to judpe the mathemationl analysis
but I should be most interested to know whether you think their
senclusions &re eound, The point 1s of gourse important also in
relation to the rently protective effect of the foetal A when the
mother ia O Rh tive, If you think their analysis is faulty I
should be glad of your edvice as otherwiss I might wish to use their
concluelon in my London lecture. I had missed Mourant's lstter to
Nature on the Basques but had got & hold of Btohivery's dats myself
and wis greatly interested in the finding of a race in whom the rh
(rh .59 - Rh ,41) gene 48 actuslly prodominent. Tt begine to look as
Af the 16 per cent, negatives may have arieen from the erossing of a

poeltive with a more primitive megative pecple of whoz the Basques are
the last living reprecentatives,

I eaw a notice in the Lancet of Jamuary 3rd (page 48) of =
prize of £50 for originsl work on blood trenefusion., T have writtem to
the Trustese suggesting Race's name me I do mot think myone has
contributed more than he, T think, if you approve, it might be a good

thing 1f you mleso would write suggesting Race imdependently, It i
uﬂf Eﬂ h“‘t -tm BT S

With kind regards,

Yours eincaraly,



